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EAST-INDIA      AFFAIRS. 

T  T  is  with  great  difficulty  that  I  attempt  to  fpeak  to  this 
•*•  Houfe;  but  I  find  myfelf  fo  particularly  called  upon,  that  I 
muft  make  the  attempt,  though  I  fhould  expofe  myfelf  in  fo 
doing.  With  what  confidence  can  I  venture  to  give  my  fen- 
timents  upon  a  motion  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  Eaft-India  Company's  affairs,  a  fubjed  of  fuch 
national  confequence,  who  myfelf  ftand  charged  with  having 
been  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  melancholy  fituation  of  the 
Company's  affairs  in  Bengal  ?  This  Houfe  can  have  no  reli- 
ance on  my  opinion,  whilft  fuch  an  impreffion  remains  unre- 
moved.  The  Houfe  will  therefore  give  me  leave  to  remove 
this  impreffion,  and  to  endeavour  to  reftore  myfelf  to  that 
favourable  opinion,  which,  I  flatter  myfelf,  they  entertained 
of  my  conduct,  before  thefe  charges  were  exhibited  againft  me. 
Nor  do  I  wifh  to  lay  my  conduct  before  the  Members  of  this 
Houfe  only;  I  fpeak  likewife  to  my  country  in  general,  upon 
whom  I  put  myfelf,  not  only  without  reluctance,  but  with  ala- 
crity. 
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It  is  well  known  that  I  was  called  upon,  in  the  year  1769* 
bv  a  General  Court,  to  undertake  the  management  of  the 
Company's  affairs  in  Bengal,  when  they  were  in  a  very  dan- 
gerous and  critical  fituation.  It  is  as  well  known,  that  my 
circumfhnces  were  independent  and  affluent.  Happy  in  the 
fenfe  of  my  paft  condudl  and  fervices,  happy  in  my  family, 
happy  in  my  connections,  happy  in  every  thing  but  my  health, 
which  I  loft  in  the  Company's  fervice,  never  to  be  repaired. 
This  fituatipn,  this  happinefs,  I  relinquished  at  the  call  of  the 
Company,  to  goto  a-far diftant,  unhealthy  climate,  to  under- 
take the  envious  tafk  of  reformation.  My  enemies  will  fup- 
pofe,  that  I  was  actuated  by  mercenary  motives.  But  this 
Houfe  and  my  country  at  large  will,  I  hope,  think  more  libe- 
rally. They  will  conceive  that  I  undertook  this  expedition 
from  a  principle  of  gratitude,  from  a  point  of  honour,  and 
from  a  defire  of  doing  an  eflential  fervice  to  the  Eaft-India 
Company — to  that  Company,  under  whofe  aufpices  I^had  ac- 
quired my  fortune  and  my  fame. 

My  profpecls  on  going  abroad  were  by  no  means  pleafmg 
or  encouraging ;  for  after  a  violent  conteft,  thirteen  Directors 
only  were  chofen,  who  thought  favourably  of  my  endeavours 
to  ferve  the  Company;  the  other  eleven,  however  well  they 
might  wifh  to  the  Company,  were  not  willing  that  their  good 
purpofes  mould  be  accompiimed  by  me.  They  firft  gave  all 
poflible  obftru&ion  to  my  acceptance  of  the  Government,  and 
afterwards  declined  inverting  me  with  thofe  powers,  ••'without 
which  I  could  not  have' afted  effeftually  for  the  benefit,  cf 
the  Company.  Upon  my  arrival  in  Bengal,  I  found  the 
powers  given  were  fo  loofely  and  fo  jefuiticaily  worded,  that 
they  were  immediately  contested  by  the  Council.  I  was  de- 
termined, however,  to  put  the  moft  exterfive  corfirufrion 
upon  them,  hecaufe  I  was  determined  to  do  my  duty  to  my 
country. 

Three  paths  were  before  me:  one  was  flrewcd  with  abun- 
dance ct  fair  advantages.  I  might  have  put  rovfelf  at  thu 
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of  Government  as  I  foUnd  it.  I  might  have  encouraged 
the  refolution  which  the  gentlemen  had  taken,  not  to  execute 
the  new  covenants  which  prohibited  the  receipt  of  prefents : 
and  although  I  had  executed  the  covenants  niyfelf,  I  might 
have  contrived  to  return  to  England  with  an  immenfe  fortupe$ 
infamoufly  added  to  the  one  before  honourably*  obtained.  Such 
an  increafe  of  wealth  might  have  added  to  my  weight  in  this 
country,  hut  it  would  not  have  added  to  my  peace  of  mind, 
becaufe  all  men  of  honour  and  fentiment  would  have  juftly 
condemned  me. 

Finding  my  powers  thus  difputed,  I  might  in  defpair  have 
given  up  the  commonwealth,  and  have  left  Bengal  without  an 
effort  to  fave  it.  Such  a  conduct  would  have  been  deemed  the 
effect  of  folly  and  cowardice. 

The  third  path  was  intricate;  dangers  and  difficulties  were 
on  every  fide ;  but  I  refolved  to  purfue  it.  In  fliort,  I  was  de- 
termined to  do  my  duty  to  the  public,  although  I  mould  incur 
the  odium  of  the  whole  fettlement.  The  welfare  of  the  Com- 
pany required  a  vigorous  exertion,  and  I  took  the  refolution  of 
cleauilng  the  augean  ftable. 

It  was  that  conduct  which  has  occafioned  the  public  papers 
to  teem  with  fcurrility  and  abufe  againft  me  ever  fmce  my  re- 
turn to  England.  It  was  that  conduct  that  occalioned  thofe 
charges;  but  it  was  the  conduct  which  enables  me  now,  when 
the  day  of  judgement  is  come,  to  look  my  judges  in  the  face. 
It  was  that  conduct  which  enables  me  now  to  lay  my  hand 
upon  my  heart,  and  moil  folemnly  to  declare  to  this  Houfe, 
to  the  gallery,  and  to  the  whole  world  at  large,  that  I  never* 
in  a  fmgle  inftance,  Joft  fight  of  what  I  thought  the  honour 
and  true  intereft  of  my  country  and  the  Company  ;  that  I  was 
never  guilty  of  any  acts  of  violence  or  opprefiicn,  unlefs  the 
bringing  offenders  to  juftice  can  be  deemed  fo;  that  as  to  ex-. 
tortion,  fuch  an  idea  never  entered  my  mind;  that  I  did  not 
fuffer  thofe  under  me  to  commit  any  acts  of  violence,  cp- 
preffion,  or  extortion;  that  my  influence  was  never  employed 
B  2  for 
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for  the  advantage  of  any  man,  contrary  to  the  ftriaeft  princi- 
ples of  honour  and  juftice;  and  that  fo  far  from  reaping  any 
benefit  myfelf  from  the  expedition,  I  returned  to  England 
many  thoufand  pounds  out  of  pocket. 

Lord  Clive,  March  30,  1772. 

INDOSTAN  was  always  an  abfolute,  defpotic  government. 
The  inhabitants,  efpecially  of  Bengal,  in  inferior  ftations,  are 
fervile,  mean,  fubmiffive,  and  humble.  In  fuperior  ftations, 
they  are  luxurious,  effeminate,  tyrannical,  treacherous,  venal, 
sruel.  The  country  of  Bengal  is  called  by  way  of  diftinaion, 
the  paradife  of  the  earth  :  it  not  only  abounds  with  the  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  furnifli  a  great  part  of 
India  with  its  fuperfluity,  but  it  abounds  with  very  curious 
and  valuable  manufactures,  fufficient  not  only  for  its  own  ufe, 
but  for  the  ufe  of  the  whole  globe.  The  filver  of  the  Weft 
and  the  gold  of  the  Eaft  have  for  many  years  been  pouring 
into  that  country,  and  goods  only  have  been  fent  out  in  return. 
This  has  added  to  the  extravagance  and  luxury  of  Bengal. 

From  time  immemorial  it  has  been  the  cuflom  of  that  coun- 
try, for  an  inferior  never  to  come  into  the  prefence  of  a  fupe- 
rior without  a  prefent.  It  begins  at  the  Nabob,  and  ends  at 
the  lovveft  man  that  has  an  inferior.  The  Nabob  has  told  me, 
that  the  fmall  prefents  he  received  amounted  to  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  a  year;  and  I  can  believe  him,  becaufe  I  know 
that  I  might  have  received  as  much  during  my  laft  govern- 
ment. The  Company's  fervants  have  ever  been  accuftomed 
to  receive  prefents.  Even  before  we  took  part  in  the  country 
troubles,  when  our  pofTeffions  were  very  confined  and  limited, 
the  Governor  and  others  ufed  to  receive  prefents  ;  and  I  will 
take  upon  me  to  afTert,  that  there  has  not  been  an  officer  com- 
manding His  Majefty's  fleet,  nor  an  officer  commanding  His 
Majefty's  army,  not  a  Governor,  nor  a  Member  of  Council, 
nor  any  other  perfon,  civil  or  military,  in  fuch  a  fta'ion  as  to 
have  connexion  with  the  country  government,  who  has  not 
l  received 
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received  prefents.  With  regard  to  Bengal,  there  they  flow  in 
abundance  indeed.  Let  the  Houfe  figure  to  itfelf  a  country 
confifting  of  fifteen  millions  of  inhabitants,  a  revenue  of  four 
millions  fterling,  and  a  trade  in  proportion.  By  progreflive 
fteps  the  Company  have  become  fovereigns  of  that  empire. 
Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  their  fervants  will  refrain  from  advan- 
tages fo  obvioufly  refulting  from  their  fituation  ?  The  Com- 
pany's fervantSj  however,  have  not  been  the  authors  of  thofe 
acts  of  violence  and  oppreffion,  of  which  it  is  the  fafliion  to 
accufe  them.  Such  crimes  are  committed  by  the  natives  of 
the  country,  acting  as  their  agents,  and  for  the  moft  part  with- 
out their  knowledge.  Thofe  agents  and  the  banyans  never 
defift  till,  according  to  the  miniflerial  phrafe,  they  have  dragged 
their  mailers  into  the  kennel,  and  then  the  acts  of  violence 
begin. 

Let  us  confider  the  nature  of  the  education  of  a  young  man 
who  goes  to  India.  The  advantages  arifing  from  the  Com- 
pany's fervice  are  now  very  generally  known;  and  the  great 
object  of  every  man  is,  to  get  his  fon  appointed  a  writer  to 
Bengal,  which  is  ufually  at  the  age  of  fixteen.  His  parents 
and  relations  reprefent  to  him  how  certain  he  is  of  making  a 
fortune;  that  my  Lord  Such-a-one,  and  my  Lord  Such-a-one, 
acquired  fo  much  money  in  fuch  a  time;  and  Mr.  Such-a-one, 
and  Mr.  Such-a-one,  fo  much  in  fuch  a  time.  Thus  are  their 
principles  corrupted  at  their  very  fetting  out ;  and  as  they  gene- 
rally go  a  good  many  together,  they  inflame  one  another's  ex- 
pectations to  fuch  a  degree  in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage,  that 
they  fix  upon  a  period  for  their  return  before  their  arrival. 

Let  us  now  take  a  view  of  one  of  thofe  writers  arrived  in 
Bengal,  and  not  worth  a  groat.  As  foon  as  he  lands,  a  banyan, 
worth,  perhaps,  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  defires  he  may 
have  the  honour  of  ferving  this  young  gentleman  at  four  fhil- 
lings  and  fix  pence  per  month.  The  Company  has  provided 
chambers  for  him,  but  they  are  not  good  enough  ;  the  banyan 
finds  better.  The  young  man  takes  a  walk  about  town;  he 
B  3  obfervcs 
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obferves  that  other  writers,  arrived  only  a  year  before  him, 
live  in  fplendid  apartments,  or  have  houfes  of  their  own,  ride 
upon  fine  prancing  Arabian  horfes,  and  in  palanqueens  and 
chaifes;  then  they  keep  feraglios,  make  entertainments,  and 
treat  with  champagne  and  claret.  When  he  returns,  he  tells 
the  banyan  what  he  has  obfervcd.  The  banyan  affures  him, 
that  he  may  foon  arrive  at  the  fame  good  fortune;  he  furnifhes 
him  with  money;  he  is  then  at  his  mercy.  The  advantages  of 
the  banyan  advance  with  the  rank  of  the  raaiter,  who,  in  ac- 
quiring one  fortune,  generally  Jpends  three.  But  this  is  not 
the  worft  of  it :  he  is  in  a  ftate  of  dependence  under  the  ban- 
yan, who  commits  fuch  acls  of  violence  and  opprefficn  as  his 
intereft  prompts  him  to,  under  the  pretended  fanclion  and  au- 
thority of  the  Company's  fervants.  Hence,  Sir,  arifes  the 
clamour  agaiafl  the  Engl'iJtJ  gentlemen  in  India.  But  let  us 
look  at  them  in  a  retired  fituation,  when  returned  to  England, 
when  they  are  no  longer  Nabobs  and  Sovereigns  of  the  Eaft  : 
fee  if  there  be  any  thing  tyrannical  in  their  diipofltldn  towards 
their  inferiors :  fee  if  they  are  riot  good  and  humane  mailers  : 
are  they  not  charitable  ?  Are  they  not  benevolent  ?  Are  they 
not  generous?  Are  they  not  hofpitable ?  If  they  are,  thus 
far,  not  contemptible  members  of  fociety,  and  if  in  all  their 
dealings  between  man  and  man  their  condud  is  ftriclly  ho- 
nourable. If,  in  fhort,  there  has  not  been  one  character  found 
amongil  them  fufficiently  flagitious  for  Mr.  Eoote  to  exhibit 
on  the  theatre  in  the  Haymarker,  may  we  not  conclude,  that 
if  they  have  erred,  it  lias  been  becaufe  they  were  men,  placed 
in  iituations  fubje£t  to  little  or  no  control? 

Lord  Cllvet  March  30,  1772. 

The  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  James  Lowther)  fays,  he  will 
not  keep  me  from  my  defence,  and  he  calls  my  fpeaking  to  the 
queftion  of  commitment  a  fpeech  in  my  defence.  I  allow  him 
his  afiertion.  I  {hall  always  confuler  myfelf  as  fpeaking  in  my 
defence,  -when  I  rile  up  to  fpcak  to  a  propofition  fo  great  and 

fo 
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fo  important  as  that  which  I  have  now  prefumed  to  offer  to  the 
wifdom  of  the  Houfe..  Whenever  I  rife  up  in  this  Houfe  to 
prefent  a  broad  and  comprehenfi  ve  fcheme  of  policy  to  the  na- 
tion— and  that  fcheme  is  queftioned,  charged,  and  arraigned,  I 
(hall  always  confider  what  I  fay  iivits  fupport  as  an  argument 
in  my  own  defence;  becaufe  I  {hall  always  confider  my  own 
character,  my  fituation,  my  rank  in  the  country,  as  at.  ftake  on 
every  meafuxe  of  fbte  which  I  ihall  prefume  to  undertake. 
The  honourable  Baronet  faid  truly,  therefore,  that  I  was  now 
rifing  to  fpeak  in  my  defence:  but  give  me  leave  at  the  fame 
time  to  afiert,  that  I  have  fomething  better  than  my  own  de- 
fence in  view,  becaufe  the  preiant  Eaft-India  bill  has  fome- 
thing greater  than  my  own  advantage;  it  is  a  bill  which  T 
from  my  foul  believe  to  be  necefTary  to  the  deliverance  of  the 
empire,  and  it -would  be  better  fupported  in  my  mind  by  argu- 
ments in  fupport  of  its  own  principle,  than  by  any  hadh  after- 
tions  of  perfonality,  which,  however  they  may  gratify  fpleen, 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  fyftem  fubmitted  to  your  confidera- 
tion. 

I  am  really  furprized,  that  notwithstanding  the  various  ob- 
jections that  have  been  ftated  to  this  bill  on^a  former  day,  I 
find  my felf  this  day  attacked  upon  a  ground  which  I  had  leaffc 
expected.  The  violation  of  charters,  the  defpotifm  and  op- 
prefficn  of  the  bill,  were  topics  which  I  apprehended  would 
have  been  principally  dwelt  on  this  day  :  but  I  find  that  thefe 
grounds  are  nearly  abandoned ;  and  that  now  I  am  to  be  at- 
tacked on  that  fide  where  I  felt  my  felf  moft  ftrong:  yet  I 
will  confefs,  that  I  am  forry  I  am  fo  ftrong  there,  for  my 
flrength  mull  be  founded  on  the  weaknefs  of  the  Company. 
It  was  an  old  and  a  politic  cuftom  with  Minifier?,  in  tail; ing 
in  Parliament  in  the  time  of  war,  of  the  flrength  and  re- 
fources  of  the  different  bodies  of  the  community,  to  defcribe 
them  as  if  they  were  in  the  mcft  profpcrous  and  flourifhing 
condttion,  and,  perhaps,  I  fhould  myiult  conform  to  that 
cuftom,  it  the  country  was  now  invol  ed  in  war.  The  iitu- 
B  4  ation 
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ation  of  the  country,  however,  is  fuch  as  would  not  now 
allow  the  practice  of  thofe  deceptions.  We  could  only  affift 
the  nation,  by  knowing  and  declaring  what  the  amount  of  its 
diftfefs  was.  Had  not  this  been  the  cafe ;  had  not  the  moll 
urgent  necefiity  impelled,  I  never  would  have  brought  in  fuch 
a  bill  as  that  under  difcuffion.  The  bill  was  a  child  not  of 
choice  but  of  neceffity.  In  like  manner,  the  anfwer  I  was 
about  to  give  to  the  Directors'  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs, 
was  not  a  matter  of  option,  but  a  matter  which  I  could  not 
avoid,  in  juftice  to  the  Company,  in  juftice  to  myfelf,  and  in 
juftice  to  the  world.  I  affure  the  Houfe  at  the  fame  time,  that 
though  my  defence  muft  arife  from  that  weaknefs,  I  wifh  nioft 
fmcerely  that  I  had  no  fuch  ground  of  defence;  the  weaknefs 
of  a  Company  fo  connected  with  the  public,  is  not  a  theme 
which  can  afford  any  fatisfaction :  out  as  I  would  ftake  my 
reputation  on  the  neceffity  of  the  meafure  I  propofed,  fo  it  af- 
fords me,  as  far  as  my  character  is  concerned,  fome  fatisfaction, 
that  I  can  find  in  the  Company's  own  accounts,  fubftantial 
proofs  of  the  neceffity  of  a  parliamentary  interpofition.  Eut 
I  confefs,  that  while  an  honourable  and  learned  gentleman, 
who  fits  oppofite  to  me  now,  and  who  is  likely  to  do  fo  on  all 
occafions,  [Mr.  Dundas,  the  late  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland? 
who  fat  on  the  oppofition  fide  of  the  Houfe,  clofe  by  Mr.  Pitt] 
and  other  honourable  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  could  be  ap- 
pealed to  as  evidence  of  the  alarming  ftate1  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Company,  I  had  not  imagined  that  any  long  or  elaborate  proof, 
that  they  were  not  in  a  profperous  condition,  would  be  neceffary. 
Gentlemen  will  find  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  them  to  la- 
ment, that  the  account  which  had  been  delivered  in  at  the  bar 
by  the  Eaft-India  Company's  accountant,  had  not  been  read  by 
the  clerk,  as  I  mall,  in  the  courfe  of  my  fpeech,  be  obliged  to 
touch  upon  moft  of  the  points  that  it  contains.  In  this  ac- 
count I  find  many  things  inferted  which  ought  to  have  been 
omitted  ;  and  many  things  omitted  which  ought  to  have  been 
inferted.  Through  thefe  affertions,  and  thefe  omimons,  the 

Company's 
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Company's  affairs  are  made  to  appear  in  a  much  more  favoura- 
ble point  of  view  than  I  believe  they  will  be  feen  in,  when  I 
lhall  have  ftated  the  different  exceptions  that  I  have  to  their 
account :  but  I  beg  leave  again  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the 
Houfe,  that  I  did  not  ftand  pledged  to  prove  that  thefe  were 
actual  errors  in  the  account.  It  might  be  regularly  calculated, 
and  the  fums  very  properly  caft  up.  I  do  not  venture  to  fay 
that  there  are  pofitive  falfehoods  in  the  ftatement ;  all  that  I 
faid,  and  all  that  I  pledged  for,  was,  that  I  would  ftate  rational 
objections  to  articles  in  this  account,  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  twelve  millions.  Thefe  objections  may  not  convince  the 
Houfe — they  convince  me.  I  beg  that  gentlemen  will  go 
along  with  me  in  the  ftatement,  and  put  down  the  articles  as  I 
enumerate  them ;  for  in  fo  complicated  a  matter,  they  cannot 
follow  me  with  memory. 

The  firft  article  in  the  account,  held  out  as  the  property  of 
the  Company,  is  4,200,000!.  as  the  debt  due  to  the  Company 
from  Government,  at  three  per  cent,  intereft.  To  this  article 
I  do  not  object :  but  I  muft  make  this  obfervation;  that  this 
fum  is  to  be  confidered  as  property  held  in  the  funds  of 
the  country,  as  not  otherwife  available  to  the  individual  than 
in  refpect  of  the  annual  intereft,  for  there  is  no  obligation  of 
payment;  they  could  not  force  the  production  of  it;  they 
could  not  make  Government  come  to  a  fettlement  with  them; 
but  they  ftand  exadlly  like  the  other  creditors  of  the  public, 
fecure  of  the  intereft,  but  not  armed  with  powers  to  come  when 
they  pleafe  at  the  principal.  Another  obfervation  too  occurt 
on  this.  They  take  and  ftate  this  fum  with  evident  error. 
Surely  it  is  no  othenvays  to  be  eftimated,  than  as  they  cart 
carry  their  flock  to  market.  They  are  not  to  fet  it  down  in 
this  ftatement  of  their  property  at  the  nominal  amount,  but  at 
the  marketable  value  of  the  commodity.  The  marketable 
value  of  the  commodity  is  three-fifths  of  the  nominal  value, 
and  at  no  more  ought  they  to  have  ftated  thi^  fum  of  property, 
fcecaufe  for  no  more  is  the  principal  available  in  their  prefent 

circumftances. 
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circumftances.  It  is  very  true,  that  this  money  was  to  J>e  re- 
p aid  to  the  Company,  if  Government  fhould  ever  put  an  end 
to  the  monopoly  which  the  Company  enjoyed  of  the  trade  to 
India.  In  that 'cafe,  the  full  fum  of  4,200,000!.  muft  of 
fcourfe  be  paid ;  but  as  the  money  was  lent,  and  that  Govern- 
ment was  never  to  repay  the  principal,  if  they  chofe,  while 
they  continued  the  monopoly,  I  muft  fay,  it  was  not  fo  very  fail- 
to  ftate  the  fum  lent  at  the  full  value  of  4,200,000!. ;  for  if  the 
monopoly  fhould,  in  any  cafe,  be  annihilated,  without  the  will 
of  Government,  then  the  money  could  not  be  called  for;  and 
if  the  Company  wimed  to  fell  their  intereft  in  that  loan,  which 
was  funk  in  the  three  per  cents.,  they  would  of  courfe  lofe 
about  two  fifths  of  the  whole;  and  therefore  the  account 
fhould,  in  candour,  have  fiated,  that  towards  paying  their 
debts,  they  had  in  the  three-per-cent.  flock  a  property  that 
would  fell  for  2,520,000!. "  . 

The  next  article  is  of  a  very  fingular  nature  indeed,  and 
gives  the  Houfe  a  fpecirr.en  of  the  principle  on  which  this  ac- 
count is  made  up.  A  charge  is  made  on  Government  of 
260,687 1.  for  the  fubfiitence  of  prifoners  in  the  war  which 
concluded  in  1763.  To  this  article  I  did  not  mean  to  object, 
;is  a  debt  defperate,  and  to  be  altogether  ftruck  out;  but  in 
their  prefent  emergency,  is  it  to  be  confidered  as  an  article  of 
available  property  ?  This  claim  was  made  on  France  imme- 
diately on  the  conclufion  of  the  war  in  1763,  and  for  fifteen 
years  in  fucceffion,  that  is,  until  the  commencement  of  the  laft 
war.  -  The  payment  of  the  fum  was  conftantly  fought  for, 
and  as  ftedfaftly  denied.  Now,  though  I  for  my  own  part- 
would  promife  and  pledge  myfelf  to  the  Company,  that  1 
would  exert  every  effort  of  my  mind  and  power  to  accomplish 
.ivmenr,  though  there  is  a  negociation  at  this  inilant  go- 
i  at' Paris  for  the  payment  of  it,  and  though  I  would 
pledge  myfelf  alfo  for  the  exertion  and  activity  of  the  noble 
Duke  now  at  Paris  on  the  fubjecr,  ftill  !  aik  if  a  fum  which 
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had  lien  contended  for  in  vain  for  fo  long  a  time,  is  to  be 
affumed  in  iuch  an  account  as  available  property  ? 
'•The  next  article  of  139,877!.  fur  expc'nces  on  the  Manilla 
expedition,  and  cf  21,447!.  for  hofpital  expences,  bear  the 
fame  completion.  They  are  all  fums  which  have  been  in  con- 
tention for  fo  long  a  time,  that  though  they  may  be  fairly  due$ 
they  cannot  be  cftimated  as  property  at  hand,  in  fund,  or  come- 
at-ablc;  il.ey  have  been  difallowed  by  every  fucceedrng  Trea- 
fury,  including  even  that  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne ;  I-  therefore 
beg  to  afk  the  Houfe,  whether  thefe  three  fums,  making 
422,01  il.,  ought  to  have  been  brought  forward  in  the  prefent 
flatcment  as  property  applicable  to  the  difcharge  of  their  d-bts? 

The  next  article  is  under  the  head  of  cafli,  which  is  fluted  in 
mcr.ev,  in  bonds  paid  in  at  the  fales,  and  again  to  be  i/Uied,  and 
in  dtlcntures  and  cuflom  notes,  to  amount  to  609,954}.  Now 
to  this  1  have  an  objection.  The  bonds  are  here  l\atod  as  cam, 
and  no  notice  is  taken  of  a  very  material  article  which  is  the 
difcount,  on  their  being  iflued  again.  They  bear  a  very  con- 
fiJerab'e  difcount,  and  an  allowance  fhould  have  been  mrrde  for 
t".:.  I'iiiov.^t  which  they  muft  fuffer,  on  their  being  a^ain  iflued. 
They  cannot  take  any  advantage  of  them  but  by  iiiuing  them 
anew,  and  they  rriuft  be  iflued  at  a  difcount.  InileaJ  then?-, 
fore  of  ftating  them  en  this  fide  of  the  account  as  cafli,  and 
charging  them  on  the  other  fide  as  debts  againft '  thernfelves, 
they  ought  to  have  flated  merely  the  amount  of  the  difcount 
as  an  item  againft  themfelves  on  the  debtor  fide  of  the  ac- 
count. 

T  he  next  fum  is  flated  to  be  due  for  goods  fold,  but  not  de- 
livered, 555-2581.  To  this  I  have  no  objection.  The  next 
article  is  jhe  value  of  the  goods  in  the  ware&otifes,  of  which 
the  freights  and  duties  are  paid,  2,500,000!.  This  I  did  not 
conflder  as  proper  to  be  taken  in  the  way  which  they  have 
taken  it.  It  is  to  be  inquired  whether  they  can  difpole  of  this 
property,  and  when — whether  they  can  make  it  productive,, 
and  to  the  -.imcv.nt  at  which  they  have  taken  it — though  I  do 

not 
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not  believe  that  they  can;  yet  I  do  not  objeft  to  this  article. 
At  the  fame  time  it  might  have  been  proper  for  them  to  have 
dated  the  amount  without  the  cuftoms.  They  charge  them- 
felves  with  the  cufloms  on  the  other  fide  indeed ;  but  to  have 
made  the  account  regular,  the  fum  fhould  have  been  regularly 
ftated  here  without  the  double  entry. 

The  next  is  the  inerchandife  exported  to  India,  but  not  in- 
cluded   in    the    property    here,    as    not    being    yet    arrived, 
i, -219,091!.     When  a  man  is  making  out  a  ftate  of  accounts, 
to  prove  that  he  has  in  hand  a  fufucient  quantity  of  goods, 
which  he  could  immediately,  or  in  a  reafonable  time,  convert 
into  money,  one  might  be  a  little  furprifed  to  find  him  enu- 
merating articles  which,  in  their  nature,  could  not  be  con- 
verted into  money ;  and  yet  the  Company  have  acted  precifely 
in  this  manner;  for  they  Hate,  that  merchandife  to  the  amount 
of  1,119,091 1.  has  been  exported  to  India,  but  not  included  in 
the  accounts  of  property  there,  not  being  arrived  when   they 
were  made  up.     Now  in  this  account  are  included  military 
ftores,  to  the  amount  of  about  half  that  fum,  which  were  not 
to  be  ufed  for  any  mercantile  purpofe,  but  were  to  be,  if  they 
had  not  already  been  confumed  by  the  army  :  to  the  fum  there- 
fore of  at  leaft  Coo,oool.  in  this  article,  I  would  certainly  ex- 
cept :  it  forms  no  part  of  the  means  of  the  Company  to  pay 
their  prefent  debts,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  have  been  in- 
cluded in  an  account  of  Ways  and  Means.     They  could  not 
bring  them  to  any  market,  and  they  were  not  to  be  taken  as 
available  property.  On  this  article,  therefore,  I  take  6oo,oool. 
The  next  fum   is   for  filver  remaining  in   the    Treafury, 
1,090!.     The  only  notice  which  I  mean  to  take  of  this  article 
is,  to   declare  my  altonifhment,  or    rather   indeed  not    my 
aftonimment,  but  to  point  it  out  as  a  fact,  which  proves  my 
ftatement  of  their  finances  to  be  right.     After  enumerating 
their  millions  afloat,  their  millions  in  the  warehoufes,  they 
come  to  the  calculation  of  their  fpecie,  and  it  amounts  to  the 
fum  of  i cool.   This  reminds  me  of  an  article  in  one  of  our 

great 
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great  bard's  heft  plays,  where  fpeaking  of  one  of  his  befl  cha- 
racters, it  is  faid — fo  much  for  fack;  fo  much  for  fugar;  fp 
much  for  burnt  hock ;  fo  much  for  this,  and  fo  much  for  that; 
but  for  the  folid — the  fubftantial — the  ftaff  of  life — bread, 
one  halfpenny:  fo  it  is  with  this  flourishing  Company:  they 
have  millions  of  goods,  of  bonds,  of  debts ;  but  of  filver  they 
have  one  folitary  thoufand  pounds. 

The  next  article  Is  for  the  advance  of  freight,  to  be  deducted 
on  the  arrival  of  the  mips,  172,334!.  To  this  article  I  have 
very  great  and  folid  objections.  It  is  a  piece  of  complete  and 
moft  unpardonable  fallacy.  They  ftate,  in  their  favour,  the 
advanced  freight  which  they  have  paid,  but  they  have  not 
taken  againft  them,  on  the  other  fide,  the  fum  of  freight  and 
demurrage  which  they  will  have  to  pay.  To  fhew  the  fallacy 
of  this  article,  I  would  fuppofe  that  I  had  icool.topay  on  my 
note  next  Monday,  of  which,  however,  I  had  already  advanced 
lool.  In  eftimating  his  account  I  took  to  my  favour  the  100!. 
which  I  had  paid,  but  took  no  notice,  nor  made  any  provifion 
for  the  900!.  which  I  had  to  pay.  The  Company  have  ad- 
vanced the  freight  on  fifty-three  fhips;  of  thefe,  fourteen  have 
come  home,  and  there  are  ftill  thirty-nine  fliips  behind;  hut  of 
thefe,  two  have  been  burnt  and  blown  up;  fo  that  there  remains 
thirty-feven  mips  in  India,  and  coming  home,  on  which  the 
remaining  freight  and  demurrage  is  to  be  paid,  and  this  is  to  be 
eftimated  at  50,000!.  a  {hip.  So  that,  inftead  of  this  fum 
which  they  have  taken  to  their  credit,  they  are  to  be  charged 
in  this  account  with  1,850,000!.  for  which  they  are  bound, 
and  which  they  muft  pay.  This  I  call  a  very  unpardonable 
fallacy.  I  defire  to  know  what  Parliament  would  think  of  any 
refponfible  minifter,  paymafter,  or  fervant,  who  fliould  acl  in 
this  manner.  Or  is  it  poffible,  that  any  man  appointed  under 
the  prefent  bill,  and  accountable  to  this  Houfe,  could  prefent 
an  account  fo  miferably  deficient  as  this  is? 

The  next  fum  is  a  fmall  charge  for  their  ihipping  in  Eng- 
land ;  it  is  only  12,300!.;  and  I  might  fay,  de  minjmis  mn  carat 
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,  but  ftill  I  muft  fay  a  few  words  on  the  fubjedt,  as  it 
"ihews  to  whatfliifts  the  Company  thought  themfelves  driven, 
'when  tli .7  would  fuffer  fuch  an  article  to  be  brought  into  an 
account ;  it  could  be  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  (welling,  at  all 
.events,  the  total :  this  fum  is  eftimated  to  be  the  value  of  {hips 
and  veffels  employed  by  the  Company  in  England.  The 
meaning  of  this  is,  that  the  fale  of  thefe  vefiels  would  pro- 
duce that  fum :  but  as  fuch  a  fale  could  be  thought  of  only  in 
cafe  the  Company  were  going  to  fell  off  all  their  ftock  and 
give  up  bufmefs,  I  would  object  to  the  article;  becaufe  as  no- 
thing could  be  farther  from  my  intention  than  to  dhTolve  the 
Company,  fo  no  fuch  fale  can  take  place  while  ihey  exifl.  The 
article  of  253,616!.  is  exceptionable  on  the  fame  ground  :  the 
Company's  houfes  and  buildings  in  London  arc  cftimated  at 
that  fum;  but  as  they  are  not  to  be  fold,  I  would  object  to 
the  carrying  of  that  fum  to  the  account  of  ways  and  means  of 
the  Company.  If  brought  forward,  it  is  to  be  brought  forward 
on  the  prefumption  of  their  bankruptcy;  a  prefumption  which 
I  never  made,  and  which  could  not  be  taken. 

To  the  article  of  703,824!.  taken  as  the -prime  coft  of  four 
cargoes  on  their  pafiage  from  Bengal,  I  object  in  part.  It 
ought  to  have  been  flated,  vvhat  was  very  \vell  known,  that 
the  Company  fuffered.a  considerable  lofs  by  Bengal  goods,  and 
this  lofs  ought  to  have  been  deducted  from  the  prime  coil  of 
the  four  cargoes. 

The  Company  eftimate  the  four  cargoes  on  their  pa-fiage 

from  IJenga',  at  prime  coft,  to  be         —  • —          703,824 

To* this  are  to  be  added  the  duties         —  —     1 70,000 

freight       —         —       200,000 

Which  make          ^.15073,824 

*  rn:ri  '•'«»  of  960,000!.  being  deducted,  as  the  whole 

of  the  value  winch  thole  articles  would  here  bring,  the  Com- 

.       .  f  coia-ic  IV.UK  !  iiS,2?4l.     To°the  fum  of 
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364,515!.,  fluicd  as  (lie  value  of  cargoes  difpatched  from  Ben- 
gal to  other  presidencies,  I  intend  alfo  to  object;  becaufe  as 
ihofe  cargoes  coniiil  of  military  ftores,  they  are  not  property 
that  can  be  converted  into  money;  and  confequently  ought 
not  to  be  Aated  as  ways  and  means  to  pay  debts  that  prefs 
upon  the  Company  immediately.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  the 
article,  to  a  moiety  of  which  I  have  already  excepted,  of 
military  Itores  fent  to  India ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  remark, 
that  whenever  this  fort  of  charge  occurs  I  {hall  object  to  it. 

I  now  came  to  the  article  entitled  Quick  Stock  at  Bengal, 
under  various  denominations — In  treafure  and  bills  777,361!^ 
that  I  allow.  The  goods  for  Europe  difpatched — the  goods 
imported  and  unfold — and  the  fait — but  the  articles  of  ftores 
unexpended  I  object  to,  on  the  argument  already  ilated,  and  I 
take  for  this  680,509!.  The  fum  advanced  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  is  ftated  to  be  837,465!.,  and  this  is  erroneous.  The 
fum  for  inveilments  is  only  635,000!.,  and  this  fum  ought  to 
be  lefs  by  160,000!.  I  ftate  the  particulars  of  this  error  alfo. 
It  is  not  a  little  finguiar  to  find  by  what  means  the  Company 
fwell  up  their  account  of  debts  due  to  them,  in  order  to  fliew 
what  means  they  are  pofiefied  of  to  pay  their  debts.  In  this 
place  they  value  the  current  rupee  at  is.  3d.,  when  every  man 
knows,  that  to  rate  it  at  2s.  id.  is  fetting  rather  a  high  value  on 
it,  the  general  exchange  being  at  2s. 

The  next  article  I  would  wifh  to  prefs  to  the  confideration 
of  the  Houfe,  is  the  debt  due  by  the  Nabob,  Afoph  ulDowla, 
789,828!.  The  debt  is  in  the  nature  of  many  others  which 
are  due  to  us  in  India,  and  which  has  been  made  the  founda- 
tion of  our  various  wars.  A  claim  is  made  on  the  Nabobs,  or 
the  Rajahs,  for  the  debt  which  they  owe.  Their  anftver  is, 
that  they  are  unable;  but  that  their  iuhjecls  in  a  certain  dil- 
l-rice are  not  onlv  in  arrears,  but  refractory,  and  then: 
the  Company  would  aflift  them  to  reoucj  their  iubjecls  to  obe- 
dience and  payment,  they  would  pav  their  debts.  Cu  this 
pretext  wr  entered  en  the  v:ar,  and  what  pal 
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war  we  commenced  might  be  drawn  from  the  records  of  the 
Company-^a  war  of  horror  and  devaftation — we  fcoured  de- 
ferted  countries — we  ravaged  and  burnt  the  villages — we  de- 
itroyed  or  we  captured  the  women  and  the  infants^— in  this 
manner  the  Rohillas  one  year,  the  Marawar  country  the  next, 
then  the  Polygars  were  laid  wafte  and  defolated,  and  thofe  in- 
nocent and  unprotected  natives  deftroyed ;  the  men  were  mur- 
dered, the  women  imprifoned  and  difgraced,  their  children  left 
a  prey  to  want,  and  every  religious  and  civil  right  violated. 
To  prove  this,  I  defire  the  clerk  may  read  a  letter  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bonjour,  a  Swifs  officer  in  the  Company's 
fervice,  which  defcribes  the  manner  in  which  he  found  a  coun- 
try in  India,  in  1773,  when  fent  into  it  to  force  people  to  pay 
money  :  the  villages  were  deferted  by  the  men,  who  left  nona 
in  them  but  women  and  children ;  the  men  fell  upon  the  Eng- 
lifh  convoys,  and  cut  them  off,  and  put  many  of  the  foldiers  to 
death.  It  is  neceffary  therefore  that  either  the  defign  muft  be 
given  up,  or  reprifals  muft  be  made  on  women  and  children, 
which  would  fhock  humanity.  How  fhall  I  paint  in  co- 
lours fufficiently  warm  the  fcene  of  horror  which  the  fervice 
exhibited,  and  deprecate  fuch  inglorious  and  contemptible 
wars?  "  Thank  God!  they  have  always  failed.  They 
have  conftantly  been  as  unproductive  of  revenue  as  they  were 
productive  of  infamy.  In  every  inftance  we  have  failed  in 
our  object,  but  in  no  inftance  have  we  avoided  the  curfes, 
the  abhorrence,  the  contempt  of  mankind."  I  mull  read  alfo 
a  letter  from  the  Soubah  of  Oud,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy:" 

"  When  the  knife  had  penetrated  to  the  bone,  and  I  was 
furrounded  with  fuch  heavy  diftrefles  that  I  could  no  longer 
live  in  expectations,  I  wrote  you  an  account  of  my  difficulties. 

"  Theanfwer  which  I  have  received  to  it  is  fuch,  that  it  has 
given  me  inexnreffible  grief  and  affliaion.  I  never  had  the 
fcuft  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the  Council,  that  you 
would  ever  hare  given  yonr  orders  in  fo  aflK6tihg  a  manner,  in 
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which  you  never  before,  wrote,  and  which  I  could  not  have 
imagined.  As  I  am  refolved  to  obey  your  orders,  and  directions 
of  the  Council,  without  any  delay,  as  long  as  I  live,  I  have, 
agreeably  to  thofe  orders,  delivered  up  all  my  private  papers 
to  him  (the  refident)  that  when  he  fhall  have  examined  my  re- 
ceipts and  expences,  he  may  take  whatever  remains.  As  I 
know  it  to  be  my  duty  to  fatisfy  you,  the  Company,  and  Coun- 
cil, I  have  not  failed  to  obey  in  any  inftance,  but  recpefted  of 
him  that  it  might  be  done  fo  as  not  to  diftrefs  me  in  my  ne- 
ceflary  expences;  there  being  no  other  funds  but  thofe  for  the 
expences  of  my  mutfeddies,  houfliold  expences,  and  fervants, 
&c.  He  demanded  thefe  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  being  reine- 
dilefs,  I  was  obli  ged  to  comply  with  what  he  required.  He  has 
accordingly  flopped  the  penfions  of  my  old  fervants  for  thirty 
years,  whether  fepoys,  mutfeddieiJ,  or  houfhold  fervants,  and 
the  expences  of  my  family  and  kitchen,  together  with  the 
jaghires  of  my  grandmother,  mother,  and  aunts,  and  of  my** 
brothers  and  dependents,  which  were  for  their  fupport.  I  had 
raifed  1300  horfe,  and  three  battalions  of  fepoys,  to  attend 
upon  me;  but,  as  I  have  no  refource  to  fupport  them,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  remove  the  people  ftationed  in  the  mahals  (dif- 
tricls,)  and  to  fend  his  people  (the  refldent's  people)  into  the 
mahals;  fo  that  I  have  not  now  one  {ingle  fervant  about  me  : 
ihould  T  mention  to  what  farther  difficulties  I  have  been  re- 
duced, it  would  lay  me  open  to  contempt." 

I  will  make  no  comments  on  this  letter,  I  will  leave  it  to 
the  feelings  of  the  Houfe.  All  thefe  debts  from  this  Nabob, 
and  from  all  the  Nabobs  and  Rajahs,  I  wifli  at  once  to  flrike 
off;  and  I  believe  that  the  feelings  and  the  magnanimity  of 
the  country  would  go  with  me  in  faying,  that  they  would  ra- 
ther be  doomed  to  pay  all  that  the  Company  owe,  ill  as  they 
can  at  thjs  time  bear  it;  ill  as  their  finking  fund  can  fuflain 
the  mock,  they  will  apply  to  that,  rather  than  wring  n  from 
the  princes  of  the  country,  by  aiding  them  in  wars  on  their  in- 
nocent people, 

VOL,  II.  C  The 
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The  next  arricle  is  debts  by  the  Company  in  Bengal,  on 
bond  and  otherwife,  1,367,116!.  Upon,  this  I  only  obferve, 
that  from  the  word  otherwife,  it  might  be  imagined  that  there 
were  confiderable  debts  not  on  bond — whereas  the  whole 
amount  is  on  bond,  except  iOO,oool.  With  this  obfervation, 
to  mark  the  ftile  of  the  account,  I  allow  the  fame.  But  there 
is  a  very  curious  and  fmgular  matter  occurs  here.  It  ftates, 
that  the  arrears  due  to  the  army  do  not  appear;  but  by  a  fub- 
fequent  minute  it  does  appear,  that  the  arrears  up  to  March 
1783,  amount  to  502,174!.  This  they  ftare  to  come  by  the 
Jail  difpatches.  Would  it  not  be  imagined  that  at  lead  they 
would  bring  this  500,000!.  to  account  ?  Not  one  figure  of  it. 
I  afk  the  Houfe  what  they  would  think  of  Government,  if 
having  accounts  from  abroad  of  arrears  due  to  the  army,  they 
failed  to  bring  half  a  million  forward — W^ould  they  not  im- 
peach the  defaulter  ?  I  wifh  therefore  to  refcue  the  affairs  of 
the  Eaft  from  a  Company  capable  of  fuch  a  crime,  for  a  crime 
I  declare  it  is. 

Before  I  leave  the  article  of  the  quick  ftock  of  Bengal,  I 
muft  obferve,  there  is  an  omiffion  entirely  of  130,000!.  due  by 
the  Company  to  the  Military  Fund  eftablimed  by  Lord  Clive, 
and  the  Nabob  Afoph  ul  Dowla,  and  a  confiderable  part  of 
which  fum  muft  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  Lord  Clive. 

The  quick  ftock  at  Madras  comes  next;  and  here  again  I 
object  to  the  article  of  flores,  military  and  naval,  unexpended, 
which  is  264,110!.;  and  on  the  fame  account  that  I  objed  to 
the  fum  due  from  Afoph  ul  Dowla,  I  object  to  the  charge  of 
968,012!.  flated  to  be  due  by  the  Nabob  of  Arcot— to 
158,250!.  due  from  the  Rajah  of  Tranjore— and  to  993,804!. 
due  from  the  renters  of  fundry  diftrids. 

I  faid,  the  Nabob  could  not  attempt  to  pay  his  debt,  with- 
out attempting  to  take  it  from  the  Rajah,  nor  the  Rajah, 
•ithout  taking  it  from  fome  neighbouring  power,  and  all  this 
with  the  affiftance  of  the  Company's  troops,  and  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  Company's  treafure.  As  to  the  renters  of  fundry 
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diftri6h  of  land;  how  can  money  be  recovered  from  thofe 
who  have  none  to  give  ?  Have  not  thefe  people  been  driven, 
from  their  pofleflions,  and  made  the  vidirns  of  cruel  and  un- 
juft  wars  ?  And  how  can  it  be  expected  that  they  ftiould  be 
able  to  anfwer  this  enormous  demand  ?  At  the  end  of  the  ac- 
count of  thefe  debts,  there  is  a  curious  oblervEtion,  contained 
in  a  nota  bene,  to  the  following  effecT: : — "  Trie  war  in  the  Car- 
natic  will  delay  the  payment  of  thefe  debts,  and  muft  have 
rendered  many  others  of  them  precarious,  fo  that  the  exacT:  value 
of  them  cannot  .be  afcertained."  After  this  beginning,  will 
not  the  Houfe  imagine  that  the  account  is  going  to  fay,  that 
fome  particular  part  of  the  fum,  fuch  as  a  5th,  an  8th,  or  a 
loth  of  thefe  fums,  might  be  recovered?  but  the  account,  in- 
ftead  of  faying  any  fuch  thing,  goes  on,  and  fays,  "  but  the 
above  fums  are  undoubtedly  due  to  the  Company."  Thefe 
debts,  put  together,  will  amount  to  2,822,310!.;  and  to  this 
fum  I  am  refolved  to  objedl:,  as  unfit  to  be  inferted  in  an  ac- 
count of  means  to  anfwer  the  Company's  preffing  demand?. 
No  doubt  they  are  due ;  and  if  the  Company  are  to  go  on  for 
five  years  more,  five  times  the  fum  might,  and  probably 
would,  from  the  experience  of  paft  times,  be  as  fairly  due; 
and  from  thence  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  thofe  who  have 
the  hardinefs  to  impofe  upon  the  public  by  fuch  an  account,  to 
fhew  the  Company  in  a  better  fituation  every  year,  as  their 
debts  increafe,  and  foon  have  it  in  their  power  to  prove  the 
flouriihing  ftate  of  the  Company,  by  ftating  the  debts  of  the 
Nabob  at  twice  900,000!.,  and  thole  of  Afoph  ul  Devi  la  at 
double  the  prefent  fum.  But  it  is  your  bufinels  to  interfere  to 
prevent  that  fpecies  of  profperity  from  gaining  farther  than  it 
lias  hitherto  gone,  and  to  ftem  thofe  torrents  of  blood  which 
muft  flow,  if  the  attempt  is  made  to  procure  them ;  an  at- 
tempt which  muft  etui  in  wafting  more  money  (fettir.g  con- 
fideraitons  of  humanity  afide)  than  the  amount  of  them  would 
repay.  To  eflimate  the  property  of  the  Cpmpany  in  this 
way  is  molt  fallacious.  In  proportion  as  they  opprefs — as 
C  2  they 
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they  rack — as  they  are  guilty  of  weaknefs  in  the  firft  inflance, 
and  of  violence  in  the  fecond,  their  debts  will  increafe;  and 
even  when  they  are  more  deeply  involved,  they  may  by  fuch 
accounts  mew  themfelves  to  be  on  paper  more  nourifhing. 
But  fuch  debts  are  not  available  property,  and  cannot  be  efti- 
mated. 

u  Debts  due  by  the  Company  in  Madras,  31  ft  Aug.  1782, 
including  arrears  to  the  military,  821,164!." 

This  article  has  increafed  fince,  and  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  oppofite  [Mr.  Pitt]  knows  it ;  it  was  a  fecret  dif- 
clofed  to  the  Treafury,  when  he  was  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, and,  I  doubt  not,  he  will  not  deny  it. 

By  thefe  difallowances  I  reduce  the  balance  of  quick  ftock  at 
Madras  2,078,078!.  to  little  more  than  500,000!. 

<(  Of  the  quick  ftock  at  Bencoolen,  confifting  of  the  dif- 
ference between  cam  and  effects,  and  the  debts  owing  by  the 
Company,  amounting  on  the  loth  of  March,  1783,  to  a  balance 
in  favour  of  the  Company  of  189,036!." 

I  allow  only  the  odd  89,000!.,  the  other  ioo,oool.  being  ex- 
haufted  in  the  expence  of  the  eftablimment,  and  therefore  on 
the  footing  of  warehoufes.  Not  convertible,  unlefs  they  give 
up  trade — confequently  not  applicable  to  prefent  relief. 

The  quick  ftock  at  St.  Helena,  27,618!.  allowed  on  the  fame 
principle. 

The  quick  ftock  in  China,  132,596!.  I  allow,  becaufe  con- 
fifting  of  goods,  and  there  we  have  no  territories  nor  eftablifli- 
ment  to  maintain. 

"  Quick  ftock  at  Bombay,  i5th  Sept.  1782,  valuing  the 
rupee  at  as.  6d.  Cam  and  bills  24,663!."  I  allow. 

«  Goods  provided  for  Europe,  95,145!."  Of  this  I  difal- 
low  32,000!.  put  on  board  two  mips  that  failed  after  the  date 
here  taken,  and  which  is  included  in  the  prior  ftatement  of 
goods  in  warehoufes;  and  I  alfo  take  the  freight  and  demur- 
rage,  to  be  paid  on  their  arrival  in  England,  148,003!.  for  mi- 
litary and  naval  Acres,  difajlowed  for  reafons  formerly  given. 
2  The 
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The  debts  due  to  the  Company  of  891,069!.  I  doubt  of 
as  much  as  of  the  unfecured  part  of  Ragobah's  debt,  for  the 
reafons  already  flared.  By  thefe  deductions,  the  debt  due  by 
the  Company  at  Bombay  amounts  to  2>QOO>Oool.  inflead  of 
1,790,000!. 

There  is  an  additional  a.rrear  to  be  taken  as  due  to  the  army 
in  India,  beyond  what  the  account  Hates  of  140,000!.  They 
alfo  owe  to  the  Nizam,  30  lacks  of  rupees,  which  is  300,000!. 
totally  omitted.  Befides  thefe  funrs,  which  amount  in  the 
whole  to  9,400,000!.,  there  Is  to  be  added  the  fum  due  to  the 
Proprietors  of  3,200,000!.,  which  make  the  fum  in  the  whole 
more  than  12,000,000!.,  which  I  pledge  myfelf  to  exhibit  in 
obje&ion  to  their  account. 

There  are  other  inaccuracies  in  their  ftatement,  which 
make  confiderable  difference  ia  its  truth,  but  into  which  I 
have  not  particularly  entered.  It  was  alledged  that  the  fum  of 
400,000!.  lately  paid  by  the  Company  to  Government,  was  as 
a  price  for  the  renewal  of  their  charter.  It  was  no  fuch 
tiling :  they  paid  it  as  a  debt  due  to  the  country,  and  fo  it  was 
confidered. 

The  peace  with  the  Mahrattas  has  been, held  out  by  the 
friends  and  agents  of  that  great  man,  Mr.  Haftings,  a  man, 
who,  by  difobeying  the  orders  of  his  employers,  has  made  him- 
felf  fo  great,  as  to  be  now  able  to  mix  in  every  question  of 
flate,  and  make  every  meafure  of  Government  a  perfonal 
point  in  which  he  lias  a  fhare.  The  peace  with  the  Mahrattas 
was  held  out  fo  favourable  to  this  country,  that  every  good 
was  to  be  derived  from.it.  What  faid  the  laft  advices  to  that  > 
Read  the  laft  Gazette.  In  the  very  moment  that  an  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  whofe  zeal  and  ardour  carries  him  generally  too 
far,  was  loud  in  declaring  that  all  was  peace  in  India,  and  con- 
gratulating the  Proprietors  on  the  profperous  fituation  of  their 
affairs,  came  home  the  difpatches  contained  in  the  laft  Gazette. 
Let  the  Houfe  learn  from  that  Gazette^  the  preiilng  occafion 
for  an  immediate  reform  of  th«  Government  gf  India.  Let 
C  3  them 
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them  fee  the  caufe  of  the  difafters  recorded  in  thofe  direful 
difpatches — a  quarrel  among  the  officers  on  the  common  theme 
of  India — the  divifion  of  the  fpoils,  the  difpofal  of  the  plunder, 
taken  from  the  natives  !  They  will  learn  from  the  Gazette, 
that  our  army  has  loft  all  fubordination,  as  they  have  learnt 
from  other  publications,  that  our  civil  government  in  India 
has  loft  all  energy.  And  in  addition  to  this  information,  1 
iv ill  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Anderfbn,  flating,  that  the  Pc/kwa 
and  Madajce  Scindla  propofed  that  they  fliould  enter  into  an 
alliance  with  the  Company  to  ftrip  Tippoo  Salb  of  his  territo- 
ries, and  make  a  partition  of  them  between  the  three.  This 
propofition  appears  to  be  acceptable  to  Mr.  Haftings ;  and  it 
is  therefore  reafoiiable  to  fuppofe,  or  to  fear,  that  a  new  war  is 
actually  raging  at  this  time  in  India. 

Does  the  Houfe  know  of  the  difputes  in  our  prefidencies,  as 
well  as  in  the  army  ?  That  Lord  Macartney,  that  great  and 
exalted  man,  the  only  man  who  paid  obedience  to  his  coniUtu- 
ents,  is  at  this  time,  perhaps  removed,  confined  perhaps,  and 
doomed  to  fuffer  the  fate  of  Lord  Pigot  ?  \V  ill  they  not  re- 
member, that,  by  the  peace  with  France,  we  have  engaged  not 
to  make  war  with  their  allies  in  India  ?  and  that  if  this  new  en- 
gagement is  entered  into  with  the  Mahrattas,  it  will  be  to  all 
purpofes  a  new  war,  and  confequently  that  we  may  involve 
ourfelves  again  againft  France,  and  revive  war  in  every  part 
of  Europe  ?  Thele  are  important  considerations. 

It  is  laid  that  this  bill  is  an  invafion  of  the  chartered  rights. 
Undoubtedly  it  is;— but  will  gentlemen  fay,  that  luch  in- 
fringements are  not  warrantable  ?  Have  they  not  been  fre- 
quently infringed  before  ?  when  the  votes  of  the  500!.  Stock- 
Proprietors  were  cut  off—  and  in  various  other  inftances.  Is 
this  to  be  called  an  infringement  of  their  charters,  fo  enormous 
and  violent,  when  they  have  broken  the  conditions  of  the 
charter  and  agreement  ?  Do  the  Houfe  know,  if  this  bill 
ftiould  be  thrown  out,  which,  by  the  by,  I  do  not  believe  it 
will,  that  the  Treafury  can  in  a  fortnight  afterwards  enter  the 

premifes 
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premifes  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  with  an  extent,  and  take 
legal  pofieffion  of  all  that  they  are  worth  in  the  world? 

But  ncceffity  is  faid  to  be  the  plea  of  tyranny ;  it  was  alfo 
the  plea  of  freedom.     The  refolution,  which  eftablifhed  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  thefe  kingdoms,  was  undertaken  and  ao 
complifhed — nay  was  juftified  at  the  time,  on  the  plea  of  ne- 
ceffity;  a  neceflity  that  fuperfeded  all  law,  and  was  the  glorious 
means  of  giving  liberty  to  England.     On  the  prefent  occafion, 
has  it  not  been  agreed  on  all  hands  that  fome  mealure  of  regu- 
lation and  reform  was  neceffary  with  refpecl  to  India.     Nay, 
has  not  a  right   horourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  me  [Mr. 
Pitt]  and  his  friends  been  loud  in  calling  out  for  a  fyftem, 
complete  and  well  digefted?     Have  they  not  faid,  no  palli- 
atives, no  half  meafures !     Let   the   learned   gentlemen    op- 
pofite [Mr.  Dundas]  fay  how  any  effectual  reform  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  India  Company's  affairs  could  be  made  without 
touching  their  charter.     Does  the  prefent  bill  offer  more  vio- 
lence to  it  than  the  bill  propofed  laft  year !     In  what  lies  the 
.difference  ?   That  bill  aimed  at  lodging  an  abfolute  and  defpotic 
power  of  governing  in  India.     This  provides  a  controlable 
government;  but  it  is  a  powerful  government,  and  it  is  at 
home.     To  give  power  is  generally  confidered  as  a  dangerous 
delegation;  but  it  becomes  the  more  dangerous  in  proportion 
as  it  is  lodged  at  a  diftance.     A  virtuous  and  a  wife  man  may 
lofe  his  principles  and  his  understanding  in  India.     Difeafeand- 
luxury  may  co-operate  to  enervate ;  the  fight  of  wealth  with- 
in reach  may  win  to  rapacity,  and  the  once-pure  mind,  weak- 
ened by  climate  and  example,  may  be  betrayed  to  corruption 
and  plunder.     The  temptation  is  not  fo  great  in  England. 
The  CommilHoners  are  to  acl:  at  hand,  and  to  be  under  the  im- 
mediate eye  of  Parliament.     Where,   then,  is    the  danger  fo 
loudly   trumpeted 'forth   to   the  world,  and    fo  indufrrioufly 
made  the  fubjeft  of  popular  clamour  ?     But  befules  the  objec- 
tion to  the  Commiffioners  being  named  by  Parliament,   the 
great  one  is,  the  influence  it  is  to  give  to  the  Crown.     This  I 
C  4  deny. 
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deny.  No  immediate  influence  is  to  be  given,  but  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  feven  Commiffioners ;  the  patronage  of  the  Eaft 
Indies  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  before;  what  great 
officer  has  been  appointed,  but  by  the  advice  and  influence  of 
Minifters  ?  And  ought  they  to  have  been  otherwife  ?  The 
only  difference  is,  that  before,  the  Court  of  Diredors  was 
a  fcre^n  ;  and  now  they  will  themfelves  be  refponfible.  I  do 
not  wifh  the  Commiffioners  to  be  out  of  Parliament.  I  wifh 
them  to  be  like  myfeif  and  my  colleagues,  conftantly  under  the 
eye  and  attack  of  the  Houfe.  Why  order  the  new  officers  to 
give  their  reafons  for  what  they  have  done  ?  This  regulation 
is  queftioned  as  being  idle.  It  is  not  fo — it  is  the  character  of 
deipotic  Governments  to  be  dark— of  popular  Governments  to 
have  publicity — and  I  aver  that  it  is  their  beauty  and  bafis — 
Our  judicial  tribunals  are  bound  to  give  their  reafons.  I  cer- 
tainly object  to  the  plan  of  Mr.  Dundas,  becaufe  I  cannot 
agree  to  give  to  a  man,  at  the  diftance  of  half  the  globe,  un- 
controled  power — even  here  it  is  dangerous;  but  not  fo  much 
fo,  becaufe  it  will  be  watched.  The  valuable  jealonfies  of  the 
country  will  be  awake,  and  Parliament  will  be  ready  to  crufli 
its  irregular  acts.  Some  meafure  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to 
be  qeceflary;  iftheprefent  is  difapproved,  t'nofe  who  difap- 
prove  of  it  are  bound  to  propofe  a  better.  Perhaps  it  will  be 
argued,  that  the  diftrefs  of  the  Company  is  folely  owing  to  the 
burdens  and  prefliire  of  an  expenfive  war,  and  that  what  has 
arifen  from  a  fpecihc  misfortune  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to 
general  mifrule  a.nd  mifmanagement.  In  proof  that  this  is  not 
true,  I  will  read  a  letter  from  a  perfon  in  a  high  and  refponfi- 
ble fituauon  in  India,  in  1772, — It  is  an  extract,  which,  in 
the  language  of  conviction,  attributes  all  the  difafters  in  India, 
to  a  want  of  vigour  in  the  principle  of  the  fvliem  of  its  go- 
vernment, adopted  and  purfued  by  the  Directors  at  home. 
The  writer  of  the  letter  is  not  a  favourite  authority  v.  ith  me 
in  all  rafes;  but  his  pofnion  carries  wifdom  in  it,  and  his  ar- 
gument; is  founded  on  found  polity.  The  other  fide  of  the 

Houfe, 
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Houfe,  at  leaft,  I  hope,  will  agree  in  this,  when  I  inform  them, 
that  the  writer  of  the  letter  is  no  other  than  Mr.  Mailings 
himfelf.  That  the  bill  ought  to  pafs,  if  it  pafled  at  all,  with 
the  utmoft  difpatch,  a  variety  of  reafons  concur  to  teftify. 
The  feeds  of  war  are  already  fown  in  India;  and  a  note  left  by 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  a  man  whofe  memory  deferves  every  poflible 
praife  on  account  of  his  gallant  actions,  afford  alarming  proof 
of  it.  The  deceafed  leader  of  the  troops  in  India  wrote  to  the 
Governor  of  Madras,  that  the  expence  and  the  burdens  in- 
curred by  the  Company,  in  confequence  of  the  late  war,  can 
only  be  recovered  by  a  frefh,  war  on  Tippoo  Saib.  Let  the 
Houfe  paufe  upon  this;  let  them  reflect  on  the  laft  Gazette, 
the  difpatches  of  which  reached  the  India  Houfe,  and  filled  the 
General  Court  with  difappointment  and  difmay,  in  the  very 
moment  that  an  honourable  gentleman,  whofe  zealous  ardour 
carries  him  generally  too  far,  was  loud  in  declaring  that  all 
was  peace  in  India,  and  congratulating  the  Proprietors  on  the 
profperous  fituation  of  their  affairs.  Let  the  Houfe  alfo  learn 
from  that  Gazette,  the  preffmg  occafion  for  an  immediate  re- 
form of  the  government  of  India.  Let  them  fee  the  caufe  tf 
the  difafters  recorded  in  thole  direful  difpatches — a  quarrel 
among  the  officers  on  the  common  theme  of  quarrels  in  India, 
the  divihon  of  the  fpoil,  the  difpofal  of  the  plunder  taken  from 
the  natives !  There  are  alfo  additional  caufes  to  expect  a  war 
there,  and  to  dread  its  communicating  to  the  other  quarters  of 
the  globe,  if  proper  means  to  prevent  it  are  not  inftantly  re- 
forted  to.  Every  man  muft  feel  too  for  the  alarming  ftate  of 
the  civil  government  in  India,  in  confequence  of  the  difientions 
between  the  different  prefidencies.  I  feel  for  Lord  Macartney, 
for  whom  I  have  ever  entertained  the  fmcereft  reipeit.  That 
noble  Lord  has  proved  himfelf  the  moft  obedient  to  dnecticn 
from  home,  the  pureft  in  principle,  and  the  moft  zealous  m 
conduct,  for  the  national  honour,  of  anv  Governor  ever  lent 
to  India;  but  who  can  fay  that  Lord  Macartney  has  not  been 
fufpenited  ?  Nay,  who  can  fay  that  he  is  not  at  this  initant 
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a  prifoner,  or  that  he  has  not  fhared  the  fate  of  Lord  Pigot  ? 
I  confider  fuffering  the  Company  to  borrow  more  money,  as, 
in  fadl,  lending  them  the  fecurity  of  Government  for  what 
they  borrow,  and  that  before  I  proceed  that  length,  I  hold  my- 
felf  bound  to  take  every  pofiible  means  to  make  the  fafety  of 
the  public,  and  the  profperity  of  the  Company,  go  hand  in 
hand  together.  I  know  that  in  doing  fo  I  put  my  own  fitua- 
tton,  as  a  Minifter,  to  the  hazard;  but  where  upon  a  great  na- 
tional ground  I  can  eftablifh  a  meafure  at  once  falutary  and 
ufeful,  likely  to  refcue  the  natives  of  India  from  opprefTion,  and 
fave  the  country  from  difgrice,  I  little  care  how  great  the  per- 
fonal  rifques  are  that  I  am  to  encounter.  The  India  regu- 
lating bill,  which,  however  deficient  in  point  of  policy  it  may 
be  found,  will  not,  I  believe,  be  thought  to  be  wanting  in  re- 
gard to  numerous  claufes,  or  fliew  that  Minifters  have  not  very 
fully  applied  themfelves  to  the  prefent  fituation  of  India.  This 
bill,  in  almoft  every  one  of  its  claufes,  reflrains  and  leflens  the 
exercife  of  the  power  of  thole  who  are  to  act  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe.  The  two  bills 
ought  therefore  to  be  confidered  as  it  were  together,  the  regu- 
lations of  the  one  tending  to  correct  and  temperate  the  other. 
To  conclude,  if  I  mould  fall  in  this,  I  lhall  fall  in  a  great  and 
glorious  caufe,  ^niggling  not  only  for  the  Company,  but  for 
the  Britifh  and  India  people ;  for  many,  many  millions  of  fouls ! 
The  feparation  of  the  fovereignty  from  the  commerce,  is  a  point 
which  1  think  eflential,  and  it  is  partly  provided  for  in  the  bill; 
but  in  that  and  many  other  provifions,  I  ihould  be  happy  to  be 
affiiled  by  the  wifdom  of  the  Houfe  in  a  Committee,  to  which 
I  therefore  hope  they  will  go  with  me. 

Mr.  Fo.Yy  November  27,  1783. 

THE  noble  and  learned  Lord  has  not  yet  given  any  folution 
to  my  difficulties.  I  ilk  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  [Lord' 
Loughborough]  if  he  can  reconcile  the  principle  of  the  prefent 
bill  to  t!ic  principles  of  the  Britiih  conftitution,  admitting 
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even,  what  we  have  as  yet  not  the  fmalleft  caufe  to  admit,  that 
the  neceflity  of  an  immediate  interference  by  Parliament  is  ap- 
parent. The  noble  and  learned  Lord  fills  fo  high  an  office  in 
two  of  His  Majefly's  Courts,  that  I  ihould  naturally  expect  to 
fee  him  the  champion  of  cur  glorious  constitution.  It  is  not 
fitting  that  fo  great  a  character  fhould  muddle  in  the  dirty  pool 
of  politics.  The  prefent  Eaft  India  bill  means  evidently  to 
create  a  power  which  is  unknown  to  the  conftitution,  an  impc- 
rlum  in  impcrio;  but  as  I  abhor  tyranny  in  all  its  fhapes,  Ifhall 
oppofe  moft  flrenuoufiy  this  flrange  attempt  to  defrroy  the 
true  balance  of  our  conAitutton.  The  prefent  bill  does  not 
tend  to  increafe  the  influence  of  the  Crown;  hut  it  tends  to  fet 
up  a  poofter  in  the  kingdom,  which  may  be  ufed  in  oppofition  to 
the  Crown,  and  to  the  deftrudion  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, I  wifti  to  fee  the  Crown  great  and  refpe^table;  but  if  the 
prefent  bill  (hould  pafs,  it  will  be  no  longer  worthy  of  a  man  of 
honour  to  wear.  The  King  will,  in  fact,  take  the  diadem 
from  his  own  head,  and  place  it  on  the  head  of  Mr.  Fox.  Your 
Lordfhips  have  heard  much  of  the  Ninth  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee.  That  extraordinary  performance  has  been  in 
every  body's  hands.  The  ingenious  author  dates,  that  "  The 
Kafl- India  Company  is  in  pofleflion  of  a  vaft  empire,  with  fuch 
a  boundlefs  patronage,  civil,  military,  marine,  commercial,  and 
financial ;  in  every  department  of  which  fuch  fortunes  have 
been  made  as  could  be  made  no  where  elfe."  This,  my  Lords, 
is  the  true  defcription  of  that  vaft  and  boundlefs  patronage, 
which  this  bill  means  to  throw  into  the  hands  of  the  Minifter 
ot  the  prefent  day.  I  fpeak  the  language  of  the  late  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,  for  whom  I  had  the  higheft  refpecl  and  re- 
gard, and  to  whom  I  have  been  much  obliged,  when  I  fay,  that 
every  Minifter  of  this  country  will  naturally  ftrengthen  his 
party  by  increafing  his  friends,  and  difpofing  of  every  office  of 
honour  or  of  emolument  amongft  thofe  who  will  fupport  his 
mealures:  with  this  explanation  of  the  fyftem  on  which  the 
prefent  Miuiflers  act,  and,  indeed,  in  which  all  minifters  muft 
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act,  let  me  conjure  your  Lordfhips  to  weig:i  well  the  confe- 
quences  which  will  refult  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country, 
ftiould  the  prefent  bill  pafs  into  a  law.  By  the  fundamental 
principles  of  this  conftitution,  the  executive  power  of  theftate 
is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown.  We  have  heard  much, 
my  Lords,  of  late  years,  of  the  alarming  increafe  of  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown  ;  I  will  candidly  confefs  to  your  Lordfliips, 
that  I  have  never  feen  the  influence  of  the  Crown  too  great.  I 
wifh  to  fee  the  Crown  great  and  refpectable;  and  if  the  bound- 
lefs  patronage  of  the  Ea'fl  muft  be  taken  from  the  Company  ; 
if  regulations  wifely  adopted,  and  fteadily  enforced,  will  not  be 
fufficient  to  remedy  exifting  evils,  let  the  boundlefs  patronage 
of  the  Eaft  be  placed,  where  only  with  fafety  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  country  it  can  be  placed,  in  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutive Government.  In  the  laft  year,  we  patted  an  act  to  pre- 
vent contractors  from  fitting  in  Parliament ;  but  by  the  pre- 
fent bill,  Mr.  Fox's  contractors  do  not  even  vacate  their  feats. 
Such  is  the  diftinctiqn  between  the  Crown  and  a  fubject. 

In  the  laft  year  we  pafled  an  act  to  prevent  cuftom-houfe 
officers  from  voting  for  members  of  Parliament,  fo  cautious 
were  we  to  preferve  the  purity  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
to  diminim  the  influence  of  the  Crown  :  but  in  defiance  of 
every  principle  which  was  then  profefled,  no  jealoufy  is  ex- 
jnefled  of  the  man  who  is  to  have  in  his  pofleflio*n  the  bound- 
lefs patronage  of  the  Eaft.  The  doctrine  advanced  by  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  is  indeed  extraordinary.  He  tells  you, 
that  the  act  of  1773  was  an  infringement  of  the  charter  of  the 
EaPc-lndia  Company,  but  that  his  objection  was,  that  it  did 
not  go  far  enough,  and  therefore  he  would  totally  deftroy  the 
charter.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord  will  recolka  the  doc- 
trine of  the  King's  Attorney  General,  Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  in 
the  unconstitutional  and  infamous  reign  of  Charles  the  Second^ 
as  detailed  to  us  in  that  minifterial  Gazette,  that  receptacle  of 
'  all  true  intelligence,  Mr.  Woodfall's  paper.  Yet,  my  Lords, 
how  was  the  doctrine  of  Sir  Robert  Sawyer  reprobated  by  the 

Chief 
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Chief  Juftice  of  that  day  ?  The  charter  of  the  city  of  London 
was  taken  away,  not  becaufc,  according  to  Sir  Robert  Sawyer's 
opinion,  it  was  for  their  good,  but  becaufe  the  Court  was  in- 
duced to  declare  it  had  been  forfeited.  At  the  Revolution, 
however,  it  was  reftored,  and  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  abhorrence 
were  exprefled  at  fo  atrocious  a  deed,  perpetrated  under  the 
femblance  of  juftice.  But  before  the  Houie  can  confider  this 
very  important  bill  on  that  ground,  (to  which  every  Englifh- 
man  muft  naturally  object  to  it,  that  it  is  directly  fubveriiveof 
our  venerable  conflitution,  and  on  that  ground  I  challenge  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  to  meet  my  argument  fully  and  fairly,) 
it  will  be  necefTary  to  confider  the  real  irate  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company.  Let  us  not  be  milled  by  Reports  from  Committees 
of  another  Hoiife,  to  which,  I  again  repeat,  I  pay  as  much  at- 
tention as  I  would  do  to  the  hiftory  of  Robinfon  Crufoe.  Let 
the  conduct  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  be  fairly  and  fully  in- 
quired into;  let  it  be  acquitted  or  condemned!  by  evidence 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Houfe.  Without  entering  very  deep 
into  the  fubject,  let  me  reply,  in  a  few  words,  to  an  obfervation 
which  fell  from  a  noble  and  learned  Lord,  that  the  Company's 
finances  are.  diftrefled,  and  that  they  owe,  at  this  moment,  4 
million  fterling  to  the  nation.  When  fuch  a  charge  is 
brought,  will  Parliament,  in  its  juftice,  forget  that  the  Com- 
pany is  reftricted  from  employing  that  credit,  which  its  great 
and  flourifhing  fituation  gives  to  it  ?  Will  Parliament,  in  its 
juftice,  forget  that  all  the  bill-holders  of  the  Company  are  wil- 
ling to  extend  the  period  of  payment  ?  Will  Parliament,  in  its 
juftice,  forget,  that  fo  high  is  the  credit  of  this  Company,  that 
if  the  reftrictions  were  taken  off  to-morrow  morning,  every 
demand  due  to  the  State  would  be  difcharged  ?  WilJ  Par- 
liament, in  its  juftice,  forget,  that  not  all  the  wtfdom  of  His 
Majefty's  Councils,  nor  the  united  wifdom  of  this  country, 
has  prevented  us  from  being  involved  in  a  long,  a  dangerous, 
ajid  an  expenfive  war  ?  Will  Parliament,  in  its  juftice,  for- 
get, that  though  we  have  met  with  lofs,  misfortune,  and  dif- 

grace, 
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grace,  in  every  other  quarter  of  the  globe,  this  delinquent  Eaft- 
India Company  has  furmounted  themoft  aftonifhing  difficulties 
in  India?  Will  the  juftice  of  Parliament  forget,  that  when 
peace  was  at  laft  reftored  to  this  unfortunate  country,  the  ccn- 
quefts  of  this  delinquent  Company  were  given  up,  to  prevent 
farther  facrifices  in  the  Weft  ?  Will  Parliament,  in  its  juftice, 
forget,  that  this  delinquent  Company,  by  the  additional  ex- 
pence  of  freight,  or  captures  at  fea,  has  fuftained  a  lofs  of  two 
millions  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  In  confequence  of  our 
national  war !  Will  Parliament,  in  its  jcftice,  forget,  that 
when  this  country  has  increafed  its  debt  above  one  hundred  mil- 
lions fterling,  this  delinquent  Company  wants  but  a  little  time 
to  pay  all  it  owes  to  the  Exchequer,  or  privilege  to  ufe  its 
flowing  credit  ?  Will  Parliament,  in  its  juftice,  forget,  that  at 
a  former  period,  when  its  commerce  was  circumfcribed,  when 
it  had  not  an  empire  to  fupport,  this  delinquent  Company  was 
allowed  to  iffue  bonds  to  the  a'mount  of  three  millions  fterling, 
though  now  limited,  at  theclofepf  an  extenfive  and  calamitous 
war,  to  the  fum  of  fifteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ?  Thefe 
are  circumftances  which  mull  be  recollected,  when  we  mean  to 
violate  private  property — an  injury  which  mult  cut  every  Eng- 
limman  to  the  bone,  and  which  nothing  but  the  ftrongeft  ne- 
cefTity,  fully  and  fairly  proved,  can  ever  juftify. 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  has  mentioned  the  depopulation 
of  fertile  provinces  in  India,  the  expulfion  of  a  King  from  his 
palace,  and  the  cruelties  exercifed  upon  an  old  woman.  Thefe, 
my  Lords,  are  founding  words;  but  I  call  upon  the  noble  and 
learned  Lord  to  prove  the  facts.  It  is  fomething  fmgular,  that 
when  the  character  of  Mr.  Haftings  is  thus  held  up  to  pub- 
lic deteftation,  his  name  fhould  be  cautioufly  fuppreffed. 
Whence,  my  Lords,  this  remarkable  degree  of  delicacy  towards 
Mr.  Haftings?  If  he  is  a  defolator  of  provinces;  if  he  is  a 
plunderer,  and  an  enemy  to  the  human  race,  let  him  be  pu- 
niihed  for  his  crimes ;  but  let  the  fads  be  proved.  The  little, 
Ipw,  dirty  attempts  of  malice  and  faction,  which  have  long  been 

employed 
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employed  to  deftroy  the  character  of  that  great  man  (as  T  think 
him)  can  have  no  weight  with  your  Lordfhips.  How  induftri- 
oully,  my  Lords,  has  every  trnnfaclion  of  Mr.  Hailings's  long 
government,  that  could  tend  to  criminate  him,  been  circulated? 
The  Reports  of  a  Committee  have  been  fold  as  pamphlets.  The 
ingenuity  of  fome  men,  the  induftry  and  the  warm  imagination 
of  others,  have  been  long  employed  to  fully  the  well-earned  re- 
putation of  Mr.  Haftings.  To  my  mind,  my  Lords,  Mr. 
Mailings  is  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  characters  that  this 
country  has  ever  produced.  He  4ias  ierved  the  Kail-India 
Company  thirty-three  years  in  the  moft  important  fituations, 
twelve  years  as  Governor,  or  .Governor-General  of  Bengal. 
He  is  a  man,  my  Lords,  whofe  integrity,  whofe  honour,  whofe 
firmnefs  of  mind,  and  whofe  perfeverance,  are  not  only  very 
generally  acknowledged  in  this  kingdom,  and  in  Afia,  but 
throughout  the  continent  of  Europe.  He  is  a  man,  my  Lords, 
who  poilefles  a  moft  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  languages,  th* 
politics,  the  cuftoms,  and  the  revenues  of  Hindoftan.  He  is  a 
man,  my  Lords,  who  infufed  the  fpirit  which  animated  his 
own  mind,  and  rofe  fuperior  to  the  aftoniming  difficulties  he 
had  to  encounter,  into  the  breafts  of  our  brave  and  intrepid 
countrymen,  who  have  fo  nobly  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in 
Afia.  Mr.  Haftings  is  a  man,  my  Lords,  who  has  re-eft a- 
blifhed  peace  in  India,  who  furniihed  refources  for  the  war 
while  it  lafted,  by  an  increafe  of  revenue  in  Bengal,  and  has 
preferved  the  provinces  under  his  more  immediate  control  in 
peace  and  tranquillity.  Mr.  Haftings  is  a  man,  my  Lords, 
who  has  held  a  bold  and  confiPtent  language  throughout. 
When  the  Government  of  this  country  lent  three  men  to 
thwart  and  to  oppofe  all  his  meafures,  he  defired  either  to  be 
recalled  or  confirmed.  Would  to  God  thofe  men  had  never 
arrived  there.  When  I  confider  the  fcene  of  confufion  that 
enfued,  the  factious,  perfonal,  and  parry  fpirit,  by  which  they 
were  actuated  from  the  very  hour  of  their  landing,  I  am  afto- 
nifliad  that  Air.  Haftings  has  bsen  able  to  furmount  fo  arduous 

a  tnial. 
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a  trial.  What  have  been  the  means,  my  Lords,  to  which  Mr. 
Haftings  has  had  .recourfe  to  preferve  his  power  ?  Has  he  em- 
ployed the  low  and  dirty  arts  of  intrigue,  which  have  hereto- 
fore been  pra£tifed  ? 

No,  my  Lords,  he  has  been  fupported  by  the  voice  of  the 
public;  by  great  and  meritorious  actions!  This  being  my 
opinion  of  Mr.  Haftings,  I  fhall  fupport  him  until  evidence  of 
his  delinquency  mall  be  produced.  Whence,  my  Lords,  this 
extreme  defire  to  avoid  a  full  and  pure  difcuflion  of  this  quei- 
tion?  I  again  repeat  it;  if  Mr.  Haftings  is  guilty,  recal 
him,  punifh  him;  but  do  not,  my  Lords,  let  us  be  deluded  by 
tales  fabricated  for  the  purpofe  of  the  hour,  and  circulated  with 
a  degree  of  induftry  which  difgraces  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  Britim  nation.  I  cannot  help  adding,  my  Lords,  that  to 
my  mind  the  late  difpatches  from  India  contain  fuch  convincing 
proofs  of  the  vigour  of  our  Government  in  Bengal,  of  the  re- 
gulations formed  for  the  collection  of  the  revenues,  and  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice  throughout  the  provinces,  added  to 
the  oeconomical  arrangements  formed  in  the  civil  and  military 
departments,  that  I  do  believe  it  will  not  be  in  the  power 
of  any  clerk  in  office,  that  Mr.  Fox's  Directors  may  fend 
out,  to  throw  Bengal  into  confufion  again  in  lefs  than  two  or 
three  years. 

Lord  I'burlou.'j  Dec.  9,  1783. 

THE  moment  being  now  arrived  when  we  are  called  upon, 
not  only  by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  but  by  the  peculiar  charac-? 
teriftic  of  this  Houfe,  the  feelings  of  our  own  honour,  to  ex- 
ercife  that  function  which  the  conftitution  of  the  country  hath 
placed  in  us ;  I  mean,  my  Lords,  that  of  holding  between  the 
King  and  People  the  balance  of  the  State  in  the  fcale  of  its  go- 
vernment ;  or,  as  Charles  the  Firft  ufed  to  exprefs  it,  «  of  be- 
ing that  excellent  fcreen  between  the  Prince  and  the  People,  to 
•afiift  each  rfgainft  the  encroachments  of  the  other.'  It  is  therefore 
that  I  rife,  aud  before  any  other  proceedings  are  had  upon  the 

bill 
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b  ill  that  is  now  before  us,  for  *  veiling  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  in  the  hands  of  certain  Directors,'  to  trouble 
your  Lordfhips  with  a  very  few  words,  ag  introductory  to  a 
motion  which  I  mean  to  have  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  your 
Lordlhips'  consideration. 

My  Lords,  the  bill  before  us,  <  for  vefting  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company  in  the  hands  of  certain  Directors,'  is,  in 
a  threefold  manner,  now  under  the  contemplation  of  this 
Houfe;  and  it  is  fo,  my  Lords,  firft,  in  addrefs  and  appeal  to 
us  in  our  legiflative  capacities,  in  common  with  the  two  other 
branches  of  the  Legiflature. 

Secondly,  in  addrefs  and  appeal  to  us  as  the  fu'preme  court 
of  judicature,  or  dernier  refort  of  juftice,  diftiuct  from  the 
two  other  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  and  Appertaining  to  our- 
felves. 

And  thirdly,  my  Lords,  in  that  capacity,  in  that  peculiar 
and  diftinguifhed  capacity  to  which  I  have  juft  alluded,  the 
capacity  of  being  the  mediator  between  the  King  and  People, 
and  of  rendering  juflice  to  both,  by  oppofmg  as  well  the  en- 
croachments of  the  Crown  upon  the  liberties  of  the  fubjecl, 
as  the  encroachments  of  the  lubjecl  upon  the  juil  prerogatives 
of  the  Crown. 

Of  the  two  former,  my  Lords,  our  legiflative  and  judiciary 
capacities,  and  our  duties  therein  upon  this  occallon,  1  iliall  not 
now  take  up  any  of  your  Lordfhips'  time,  nor,  I  truft,  fhall  I 
have  any  future  occafion  to  do  fo;  but  it  is  to  the  third,  our 
mediation  between  the  Crown  and  its  fubjects,  grounded  up-,>n 
the  prefent  n^eflity  of  our  interference,  that  at  this  moment 
leads  me  to  call  your  Lordfhips'  attention. 

Of  the  bill,  my  Lords,  of  which  I  have  fpo!:en,  your  Lord- 
fhips having  read  it,  it  is  unneceflary  for  me  to  enter  into  the 
detail  of  its  particulars;  indeed  it  is  not  the  time  for  me  to  do 
ib,  and  1  uiufi  again  hope  that  that  time  will  ncr/cr  airive.  But 
it  is  to  its  piinciple  that  I  am  .now  to  look;  ano,  in  ib  doing, 
enough  and  enough  remains  to  occupy  the  deepeil  and  rr.oft 
L.  II,  I>  iblcmn 
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folemn  reflections  of  this  Houfe;  for,  in  this  view  of  the  bill, 
what  is  it  that  your  Lord/hips  have  to  fee,  but  a  bill  that  has 
for  its  fubject-matter,  propofitions  as  fatal  to  the  juft  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown,  by  their  adoption,  as  by  their  effects  they 
will  be  found  ruinous  to,  and  fubverfive  of,  the  rights,  liber- 
ties, and  properties  of  the  fubject :  propofitions  as  unique  in 
themfelves,  as  they  are  unmatched  in  the  annals  of  our  hiftory : 
propofitions,  big  with  ambition;  with  ambition  no  lefs  vio- 
lent than  that  which  filled  the  mind  of  Cromwell,  and  brought 
the  head  of  Charles  the  Firft  to  the  block.  No  lefs  violent 
did  I  fay,  my  Lords?  Ten  times  more  violent,  more  daring, 
more  enterprifing !  For,  in  the  cafe  of  that  Cromwell,  he  had 
fome  ground  to  ftand  upon,  he  had  arguments  to  offer,  he  had 
reafons  to  afiign,  he  had,  at  leaf!,  that  plea  of  tyrants,  the  plea 
of  neceffity,  for  what  he  did ;  for,  in  the  words  of  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  he  had  this  to  fay,  either  that  "  Charles  the  Firft  muft 
lofe  his  head,  or  England  lofe  its  liberties." 

But  in  the  cafe  of  the  Cromwell  of  this  bill,  what  has. he  to 
urge  for  that  which  he  has  done  ?  What  ground  has  he  to  ft  and 
upon  ?  What  arguments  to  offer  ?  What  reafons  to  affign  ? 
What  plea  of  neceffity  to  ftate  ?  A  plea  of  neceffity,  it  is 
true,  he  has ;  he  ftated  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the 
Eafl-India  Company  was  bankrupt ;  it  was  a  falfe  ftatemenr,  it 
was  falfe  in  proof:  but  I  admit  the  truth  of. both;  and  yet, 
whence  arofe  the  neceffity  of  fubverting  the  conftitution  OL 
this  country,  by  placing  the  executive  power  of  government 
in  the  hands  of  a  mountebank  Secretary  of  State  ?  A  Secre- 
tary who  does  not  {brink  back  from  declaring,  that  he  is  not 
the  King's  Minifter,  but  the  Minifter  of  the  People,;  who  glo- 
ries in  the  diftinclion,  who  fortifier  him  (elf  under  it  in  the 
Iloufe  in  which  he  acts.  And  yet,  my  Lords,  no  more  the 
Minifter  of  the  People,  than  I  the  friend  of  his  politics.  The 
Minifter,  it  is  true,  of  a  corrupt  majority  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  where  th«  people  now  are,  as  he  fays ;  but  not  the 
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Minifter  of  the  people,  as  when  mounted  on  his  fhges  at 
Covent  Garden  and  Weftminfter  Hall. 

But  I  fay,  my  Lords,  whence  arofe  the  neceffity  of  this  fub- 
verfion  of  the  Conftitution  ?  Whence  arofe  the  neceffity  of 
creeling  a  new  power  in  th«  State  ?  A  middle  power  between 
the  King  and  People ;  on  the  one  hand  holding  the  King  in 
chains,  and  on  the  other  ruling  the  People  through  the  medium 
of  a  corrupt  majority  in  Parliament,  with  a  rod  of  iron  ?  And 
yet,  my  Lords,  this  is  the  proportion  in  totidem  vcrbis ;  a  pro- 
pofition  to  wreft  the  reigns  of  government  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  executive  power,  and  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  a  felf-cre- 
ated  demagogue,  fupported  by  a  factious  and  defperate  cabal ;  a 
proportion  therefore  no  lefs  injurious  to  the  People,  than  at 
the  fame  time  furniming  the  moft  direct  attack  upon  Majefty 
that  the  annals  of  our  hiftory  afford;  a  propofition,  as  I  have 
ftiid,  more  daring  even  than  that  which  brought  the  head  of 
Charles  I.  to  the  block,  becaufe  lefs  founded;  a  propofition  or 
ambition  no  lefs  glaring,  but,  I  truft,  my  Lords,  Jefs  hopeful, 
for  it  is  ours  to  prevent  it. 

But,  my  Lords,  it  has  been  faid  of  this  bill  on  the  one  fide, 
that  it  will  increafe  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  it  has  been 
cunningly  and  craftily  not  denied  on  the  other.  But  this  is 
not  the  truth,  my  Lords;  I  deny  the  fact;  the  reverfe  is  the 
truth.  The  bill  is  not  to  increafe  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
it  is  to  deftroy  it.  It  is,  I  admit,  to  obtain  an  influence;  but 
an  influence  as  poiibnous  to  the  juft  influence  and  legal  prero- 
gative of  the  Crown,  as  it  is  deadly  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  People. 

And  when  1  fay  this,  iny  Lords,  let  it  not  be  thought  that  I 
fpeak  rafhly  and  unadvifedly  upon  the  fubje£r,  that  I  talk  with- 
out book,  that  I  reafon  without  my  hoft,  that  I  am  unfupported 
in  what  I  fay,  I  fpeak,  my  Lords,  to  the  fenfe  and  knowledge 
of  the  Houfe;  for,  my  Lords,  to  pull  down  the  influence  of 
the  Crown  has  been  the  long  unremitting  endeavours  of  the 
Minifler  of  the  People  and  hi?  Whig  connections,  as  they  are 
D  2  called, 
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called,  (for  of  the  Tory  Coalition  I  {hall  prefently  fpeak)  th« 
Houfe  wants  no  information-;  the  facls  fpeak  for  themlelvesi 
We  have  feen  bills  of  reform  upon  bills  of  reform  to  this  end 
pafiing  into  acts  of  the  Legiilature;  bills  taking  away  from 
the  fplendor  of  the  Crown,  no  lefs  neceflary  than  the  birth- 
fight  of  the  Prirtce ;  bills  meanly  and  ignominioufly  defcend- 
ing  into  the  very  kitchen  and  cellar  of  the  King,  there  to  re- 
trench and  deprive  His  Majefty  of  the  very  comforts  and  pro- 
vifions  of  his  table.  Can  it  then,  my  Lords,  even  in  fuppoii- 
•tion,  be  thought,  that  thofe  who  have  done  this,  can  now  have 
any  view  or  intention  to  throw  the  wealth  of  the  Eafl  into  the 
Jap  of  the  Throne  ?  No,  my  Lords,  the  very  fuppofition  is 
abfurdity  itfelf.  Befides,  the  bill  ftates  the  contrary ;  for  four 
years  certain  the  Crown  has  nothing  to  do  with  it;  and  give 
me  a  leale  for  four  years  of  fuch  means  of  corruption  as  thefe 
are,  and  I  muft  be,  what  the  Minifter  of  the  People  is  not,  a 
very  filly  politician  indeed,  if  I  do  not  purchnle  a  fee  fnnple  in 
the  premifes  for  ever  after. 

But  this  is  not  all,  my  Lords ;  for  let  us  look  for  demenftra- 
tion  upon  this  fubjeiSr,  to  the  tenets  and  principles  of  this  party 
of  men,  and  in  doing  this,  let  us  look  to  their  creed,  in  a  well- 
known  publication  of  theirs,  called  "  Thoughts  on  the  prefent 
Difcontent;"  and  then  look  to  their  practice  upon  that  creed. 
Look  to  their  creed,  and  there  you  will  find,  that  whilft  it 
pulls  the  influence  of  the  Crown  down  to  the  ground,  it  lets  up 
another  influence  ten  times  more  dangerous,  ten  times  more  de- 
ftrq&ive  to  the  ConfKtution.  The  influence  of  an  Ariftocracy, 
or  to  exprefs  it  in  their  own  words,  the  influence  of  connec- 
tion ;  and  of  which  this  creed  fpeak  ing,  fays,  "  in  one  of  the 
moft  fortunate  periods  of  our  hiftory,  this  country  was  go- 
verned by  a  Connection.  I  mean  the  great  connection  of 
Whi^s  ia  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne."  Such  is  this  influence, 
my  Lords,  ths  influence  of  an  oligarchical  junto  in  the  two 
lloufcs  of  Parliament,  holding,  as  I  have  faid,  the  King  cap- 
tive on  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  other  ruling  the  People, 

not 
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.»ot  by  the  fundamental  Jaws  of  the  land,  but  after  the  manner 
of  this  bill,  by  laws  "  of  mere  political  difcretion  only,"  and 
fubverfive  of  their  rights,  liberties,  and  properties. 

But,  my  Lords,  let  us  now  look  to  their  practice  upon  this 
creed  ! — and  here  I  am  aware  1  am  anticipated  by  the  Houfe, 
aud  that  the  day  which  {rains,  and  will  continue  everlaftingly  to 
'ftain,  the  Journals  of  Parliament,  I  mean  the  I7th  of  February 
laft,  is  uppermoll  in  the  thoughts,  and  prefent  to  the  minds  of 
every  one  of  your  Lord/hips.  A  day  of  connexion,  my 
Lords;  a  day  when,  by  an  infamous  and  wicked  connection  of 
principles,  not  the  connection  of  idem  f entire  de  repullica^ 
which  alone  is,  or  can  be  the  ban's  of  all  well-intentioned  po- 
litical union,  but  of  the  moft  jarring  factions  ;  a  connection 
which  one  might  have  thought  no  chemiftry,  either  on  earth  or 
in  heaven,  could  ever  have  brought  together :  I  fay,  my  Lords, 
a  day  when  His  Majeily  was  befieged  in  his  cabinet ;  when  lie 
was  told  the  appointment  of  his  own  domeftic  fervants  did  not 
lie  in  him ;  when  His  Majefty  refilled;  but  when,  after  a  fix- 
weeks  refinance,  with  a  fortitude  of  mind  that  will  add  luflre 
to  Ms  reign,  he  fell  a  victim  to  this  connection. 

And  thus,  my  Lords,  has  the  theory  of  thefe  politics  been 
now  reduced  to  practice;  for  fuch  have  been  the  effects  of  this 
connection  which  is  now  fought  by  thic.  bill.  JCot  the  influ- 
ence of  the  King's  Miniller  for  the  King,  but  of  the  King's 
Miniller  againfl  the  King.  Of  the  King's  Minifler,  who,  if 
this  bill  pafles,  may  fay  to  the  King,  I  am  the  Miniiler  of  this 
country  ;  and  let  my  conduct  be  what  it  will,  let  my  infults  to 
you  be  what  they  may,  it  is  not  in  your  power,  it  is  what  you 
dare  not  do,  it  is  not  for  you  to  remove  me. 

My  Lords,  when  Charles  II.  and  James  IL  feized  upon  the 
charters,  which  they  did  for  the  purpofes  of  the  State,  as  they 
faid,  although,  lays  Sir  William  Blackftone,  the  proceedings 
in  moil  of  them  were  fufliciently  regular,  it  gave  great  and 
juft  offence  :  but  it  fee.ns  Charles-James  Fox  can  now  of  him- 
iblf  attempt  what  both  thofe  tyrants,  Charles  and  James 
D  3  Stuart, 
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Stuart,  put  together,  dared  not  to  do,  feize  upon  charters  ky 
force  and  violence. 

Earl  of  dbingdon,  Dec.  15,  1783. 

FROM  the  commencement  of  the  Eaft-India  bill,  I  have,  by 
every  exertion  in  my  power,  fummoned  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe,  and  of  the  countiy  in  general,  to  the  importance  and 
dangerous  confequences  of  the  meafure  now  propofed.  I  have 
pledged  myfelf  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  world  at  large,  to 
point  out  the  dreadful  tendency  of  this  bill  on  every  thing 
dear  and  facred  toEngliflimen;  to  prove  its  inimical  influence 
on  the  conftitution  and  liberties  of  this  country  ;  and  to  efta- 
blifli,  by  undeniable  evidence,  the  falfe  and  pernicious  princi- 
ples on  which  it  is  founded.  Thefe  particulars  require  time 
and  deliberation,  which  the  violent  and  indecent  precipitancy 
of  this  bufmefs  virtually  profcribed.  However,  it  is  impoflible 
to  regard  the  very  face  of  the  bill,  without  feeling  flrong  re- 
pugnance at  its  fuccefs.  I  defire  the  Houfe  to  take  notice,  that 
the  ground  of  neceflity,  upon  which  the  bill  had  been  origi- 
nally declared  to  have  been  introduced,  is  now  changed ;  that 
neceflity  no  longer  refts  on  the  fimple,  clear,  and  obvious  pro- 
pofition,  the  bankruptcy  of  the  Eait-India  Company,  but  is 
this  day  placed  on  a  ftill  weaker  foundation,  but  a  foundation 
infinitely  more  fallacious,  upon  the  temporary  diftrefs  of  the 
Company,  Is  that  a  tit  plea  to  warrant  the  pafling  of  a  bill, 
which  openly  profe/Tes  a  daring  violation  of  the  chartered 
rights  of  the  Company,  and  proceeds  to  an  immediate  confif- 
cation  of  all  their  property  ?  Ought  the  Houfe  to  be  fatis- 
jfied  with  it,  even  if  proved  beyond  the  poflibility  of  qneftion  > 
Itrufl  they  will  not;  I  truft  the  Houfe  has  too  much  regard 
for  its  own  honour  and  Dignity,  too  fcrupulous  an  attention  to 
juftice,  and  too  confcientious  an  adherence  to  their  duty  to  their 
ponftituents,  to  fupport  the  Minifter  in  one  of  the  boldeft,  moft 
unprecedented,  moft  defperate  and  alarming  attempts  at  the 
excrcifc  of  tyranny,  that  ever  disced  the  annals  of  this  or 

any 
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any  other  country.  The  right  honourable  gentleman,  whofe 
eloquence  and  whofe  abilities  would  lend  a  grace  to  deformity, 
had  appealed  to  your  paflions,  and  prefled  home  to  your  hearts 
the  diflrefled  fituation  of  the  unhappy  natives  of  India.  A 
fituation  which  every  man  moft  deeply  deplore,  and  anxioufly 
wifh  to  relieve;  but  ought  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
proceed  to  the  prote&ion  of  the  opprefled  abroad,  by  enforcing 
the  moft  unparallelled  oppreflion  at  home  ?  Is  the  relief  to  be 
adminiftered  in  Alia,  to  be  grounded  on  violence  and  injuries 
in  Europe  ?  Let  the  Houfe  turn  their  eyes  to  the  very  extra- 
ordinary manner  in  which  the  very  extraordinary  bill  now  un- 
der confideration  has  been  introduced.  When  the  right  honou- 
rable gentleman  opened  it  to  the  Houfe  onTuefday  fe'nnight,  he 
urged  the  indifpenlable  neceflity  of  the  meafure  as  its  only  jufti- 
fication ;  and  in  order  to  carry  that  neceflity  to  the  conviction 
of  the  Houfe,  he  gave  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs,  as 
to  convey  to  the  ideas  of  almoft  every  gentleman  prefent,  that 
the  Company  were  bankrupts  to  the  amount  of  eight  million?. 
[Mr.  Fox  fhook  his  head.]  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  did  not  exprefsly  fay  fo;  but  I  fhall  ftill 
contend,  that  the  manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman ftated  their  affairs  conveyed  that  idea.  It  has  been  en- 
tertained by  moft  of  thofe  who  heard  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, it  has  been  entertained  by  the  public,  and  it  has  been 
entertained  by  the  Company.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man has  him  (elf  confefTed,  he  made  feveral  omifllons  in  his  for- 
mer flute  of  the  Company's  affairs :  omiflions  he  certainly  did 
make;  omiflions,  grois,  palpable,  and  prodigious.  What  is 
the  confequence  ?  the  Company  flatly  denied  the  right  honou- 
rable gentleman's  flatement.  The}'  prepare  an  account  of  the 
true  ilate  of  their  affairs;  they  produce  it  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe;  they  eftablifh  its  authenticity  by  the  concurrent  tefti- 
mony  of  their  accountant  and  auditor.  What  hnnp*ens  then  ? 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  declares  it  is  incumbent  on 
him  to  clear  his  own  character,  and  that  can  only  be  done  by 
D  4  refuting 
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refuting  and  falfifying  the  Company's  ftatement  of  their  affairs 
to  the  enormous  amount  of  twelve  millions.  Arduous  and 
difficult  as  this  tafk  is,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  enters 
upon  it  with  a  degree  of  fpirit  peculiar  to  the  boldnefs  of  his 
character.  He  acknowledges  that  the  Company's  paper  muft 
be  deprivr-d  of  its  credit  fome  how  or  other;  and  he  proceeds 
in  a  moit  extraordinary  manner  to  effect  a  purpofe  he  had  juft 
told  vr/u  v,  as  ib  neceffary  to  himfelf.  Ihe  right  honourable 
gentleman  ran  through  the  account  with  a  volubility  that  ren- 
dered comprehenfion, difficult,  and  detection  impoffible.  I  at- 
tempted to  follow  Mr.  Fox  through  his  commentary;  and 
though  it  is  imprfi-ble,  upon  firil  hearing  fuch  a  variety  of 
affertions,  to  investigate  the  truth  of  all  of  them,  and  com- 
pletely refute  their  fallacy,  I  will  undertake  to  /hew  that  the 
i  i jlit  honourable  gentleman  has  unfairly  reafoned  upon  fome 
cf  the  articles,  grofsly  mifreprefeuted  others,  and  wholly 
pafled  by  confutations  material  to  be  adverted  to,  in  order  to 
afcertuin  what  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs.  I 
mult  juftify  the  Company's  giving  thcmfelves  credit  for 
4,200,000!.  as  the  debt  from  Government,  on  the  ground,  that 
as  they  have  advanced  the  full  principal  of  the  fum  to  Govern- 
ment, they  have  a  right  to  give  themfelves  credit  for  the  whole 
of  it;  and  the  more  efpecially.  as  on  the  other  fide  they  make 
themfelves)  debtors  for  2,992,440!.  borrowed,  to  enable  them  to 
make  the  loan  to  Government  of  4,200,000!.  The  money 
clue  -for  lubfifteuce  of  prilbners  in  a  former  war?  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  expedition  againfl  Manilla,  and  for  hcfpital  ex- 
pcnces,  iliew  that  the  Company  were  not  to  blame  for  infer t-  • 
ing  them  on  the  credit  fide  of  their  account.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  fuch  a  happy  talent  of  rendering  even, 
the  drieft  iubjedl  lively,  that  his  pleafant  allufion  to  the  charge 
of  one  halfpenny  for  bread  in  FalftafFs  tavern  bill,  when  he 
came  to  take  notice  of  the  loool.  amount  of  filver  remaining 
in  the  Treafury  of  the  Kail-India  Company,  fo  far  caught  my 
fancy,  that  it  was  not  till  a  minute  or  two  afterwards  that  I 
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glanced  my  eye  a  little  higher  in  the  fame  page  of  the  Com- 
pany's account,  and  faw  an  entry  of  money  to  the  amount  of 
142,794!.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has  taken  fuch 
.advantage  to  difplay  his  oratory,  that  the  Houfe  have  been 
lofl  in  a  blaze  of  eloquence,  and  fo  dazzled  with  the  luftre  and 
brilliancy  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  talents,  that  they 

ve  been  deprived  of  the  exercife  of  their  fober  reafoo,  and 
rendered  incompetent  to  weigh  the  propriety  of  the  Com- 
pany's making  any  mention  of  debts,  fome  of  which  they  ex- 
preflly  declare  will  be  lingering  in  their  payment,  and  others 
which  they  acknowledge  to  be  precarious. 

The  laft  matter  urged  againft  the  Company,  viz.  their  ca- 
pital, is,  to  my  mind,  the  moil  extraordinary  of  any  thing  I 
ever  met  with.  I  have  often  heard,  when  traders  are  bank- 
rupts, or  when  it  becomes  neceflary  that  their  affairs  fhould 
be  vetted  in  the  hands  of  truftees,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  them 
to  dilcover  the  whole  amount  of  their  debt  to  others;  but  I 
never  before  knew,  that  it  was  either  incumbent  on  them  to 
flate,  or  neceflary  for  the  creditors  to  know,  how  much  they 
owed  themfelves.  I  muft  deny  that  there  is  any  deficiency 
whatever  in  their  capital ;  contending,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  Company,  though  diftrefled,  are  by  no  means  inlblvent, 
and  that  they  ought  to  be  allowed  an  opportunity  of  proving 
the  whole  of  the  ftatement  of  their  affairs  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe.  The  right  honourable  Secretary  has  accufed  the  te- 
merity of  the  Company  in  bringing  before  this  Houfe  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Company  in  a  fcate  exceedingly  fallacious.  He 
has  aiked  what  indignation  and  cenfure  is  due  to  the  indivi- 
dual \\hodared  to  have  thus  trifled  with  truth,  with  decency, 
and  with  the  dignity  of  the  Houfe  ?  What  then  lhall  be  faid 
of  a  Minifter,  who  ventures  to  rile  up  in  his  place,  and 
impofe  on  the  Houfe  a  flatement  every  way  abfurd  and  errc- 
neous  ?  On  thefe,  and  many  other  accounts,  I  am  clearly  for 
Deferring  the  debate. 

fifi;  William  Pitt,  Nov.  27,  1785. 
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IT  is  not  only  agreed,  but  demanded,  by  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  [Mr.  Pitt]  and  by  thofe  \vho  aft  with  him, 
that  a  whole  fyftem  ought  to  be  produced ;  that  it  ought  not  to 
bean  half  mcafure ;  that  it  ought  to  he  no  palliative ;  but  a  le- 
giflattve  provifion,  vigorous,  fubflantial,  and  effective.  I  be- 
lieve that  no  man  who  underftands  the  fubject  can  doubt  for  a 
moment,  that  thofe  inuft  be  conditions  of  any  thing  deferv- 
ing  the  name  of  a  reform  in  the  Indian  Government ;  that  any 
thing  fliort  of  them  would  not  only  be  delnfive,  but,  in  this 
matter,  which  admits  no  medium,  noxious  in  the  extreme. 

To  all  the  conditions  propofed  by  his  adverfaries,  the  mover 
of  the  bill  perfectly  agrees ;  and  on  his  performance  of  them  he 
|-efts  his  caufe.  On  the  other  hand,  not  the  leaft  objection  has 
been  taken  with  icgard  to  the  efficiency,  the  vigour,  or  the 
completenefs  of  the  fcheme.  I  am  therefore  warranted  to 
affume,  as  a  thing  admitted,  that  the  bills  accomplifh.  what 
both  fides  of  the  Houfe  demand  as  effential.  The  end  is  com- 
pletely anfwered,  fo  far  as  the  direct  and  immediate  object  is 
concerned. 

But  though  there  are  no  direct,  yet  there  are  various  col- 
lateral  objections  made;  objections  from  the  effects,  which 
this  plan  of  reform  for  Indian  Adniiniftration  may  have  on 
the  privileges  of  great  public  bodies  in  England,  from  its 
probable  influence  on  the  conftitutional  rights,  or  on  the 
fr-edom  and  integrity  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  Legifla- 
ture. 

before  I  anfwer  thefe  objections,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  if  we  are  not  able  to  contrive  fome  method  of 
governing  India  we!/,  which  will  not  of  neceflity  become  the 
means  of  governing  Great  Britain  ;'//,  a  ground  is  laid  for 
their  eternal  feparation ;  but  none  for  facrificing  the  people 
of  that  country  to  our  conftitution.  I  am,  however,  far 
from  being  perfuaded  that  any  fuch  incompatibility  of  intereft 
does  at  all  exift.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  certain  that  every 
means  effectual  to  preferve  India  from  oppreffcon,  is  a  guard 

to 
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to  preftrve  the  BritUh  conftitution  from  its  worft  corruption. 
To  fhe\v  this,  I  will  confider  the  objections,  which  I  think  are 
four: 

I  ft,  That  the  bill  is  an  attack  on  the  chartered  rights  of 
men. 

2dly,  That  it  increafes  the  influence  of  the  Crown. 

^dly,  That  it  does  not  increale,  but  diminishes,  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown,  in  order  to  promote  the  interefts  of  certain 
Minifters  and  their  party. 

4th!y,  That  it  deeply  affects  the  national  credit. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  objections,  I  muft  obierve,  that  the 
phrafe  of  "  the  chartered  rights  of  men"  is  full  of  affectation, 
anj  very  unufual  in  the  dilcuflion  of  privileges  conferred  by 
charters  of  the  prefent  defcription.  But  it  is  not  difficult  to 
difcover  what  end  that  ambiguous  mode  of  expreflion,  fo  often 
reiterated,  is  meant  to  anfvver. 

The  rights  of  men,  that  is  to  fay,  the  natural  rights  of  man- 
kind, are  indeed  facred  things;  and  if  any  public  meafure  is. 
proved  mifchievoufly  to  affect  them,  the  objection  ought  to  be 
fatal  to  that  meafure,  even  if  no  charter  at  all  could  be  fet  up 
agajnft  it.  If  thefe  natural  rights  are  farther  affirmed  and  de- 
clared by  exprefs  covenants ;  if  they  are  clearly  denned  and 
fecured  againft  -chicane,  againfl  power,  and  authority,  by  writ- 
ten inftruments  and  pofitive  engagements,  they  are  in  a  ftill 
better  condition  :  they  partake  not  only  of  the  fanctity  of  the 
object  fo  fecvired,  but  of  that  folemn  public  faith  itfelt  which 
fecures  an  object  of  fuch  importance.  Indeed  this  formal  re^ 
cognition,  by  the  fovereign  power,  of  an  original  right  in  the 
fubject,  can  never  be  fubverted,  but  by  rooting  up  the  holding 
radical  principles  of  government,  and  even  of  fociety  itfelf. 
The  charters  which  we  call  by  diftindtion^raz/,  are  public  in- 
ilruments  of  this  nature;  I  mean  the  charters  of  King  John 
and  King  Henry  the  Third.  The  things  fecured  by  thefe  in- 
ftruments may,  without  any  deceitful  ambiguity,  be  very  fitly 
called  the  chartered  rights  of  mm, 

Thefq 
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Thefe  charters  have  made  the  very  name  of  a  charter  dear 
to  the  heart  of  every  Englifhman.  But,  Sir,  there  may  be,  and 
there  are,  charters,  not  only  different  in  nature,  but  formed  on 
•principles  the  very  revcrfe  of  thofe  of  the  Great  Charter.  Of 
this  kind  is  the  charter  of  the  Eaft-India  Company.  Magna 
Cbarta  is  a  charter  to  reftrain  power,  and  to  deftroy  monopoly. 
The  Eaft-India  charter  is-3  charter  to  eftablifh  monopoly,  and 
to  create  power.  Political  power  and  commercial  monopoly 
are  not  the  rights  of  men  ;  and  the  rights  to  them  derived  from 
charters,  it  is  fallacious  and  fophiftical  to  call  "  the  chartered 
rights  c/f  meru"  Thefe  chartered  rights  (to  fpeak  of  fuch  char- 
ters, and  of  their  effects,  in  terms  of  the  grcateft  poffible  mo- 
deration) do  at  leaft  fufpend  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  at 
.large;  and  in  their  very  frame  and  conftitution  are  liable  to  fall 
into  a  direct  violation  of  them, 

It  is  a  charter  of  this  latter  defcription  (that  is  to  fay,  a 
charter  of  power  and  monopoly)  which  is  affected  by  the  bill 
before  you.  This  bill,  Sir,  without  queftion,  does  affect  it;  it 
does  affect  it  effentially  and  fubftantially.  But,  having  ftated 
to  ygu  of  what  defcription  the  chartered  rights  are  which  this 
bill  touches,  I  feel  no  difficulty  at  all  in  acknowledging  thofe 
chartered  rights  in  their  fulleft  extent.  They  belong  to  the 
Company  in  the  fureft  manner ;  and  they  are  fecured  to- that 
J>ody  by  every  fort  of  public  fanclion.  They  are  ftamped  by 
the  faith  of  the  King;  they  are  ftamped  by  the  faith  of  Par- 
liament ;  they  have  been  bought  for  money — for  money  ho- 
and  Uirlypaid;  they  have  been  bought  for  a  valuable 
cou  fiderat  ion,  over  and  over  again. 

I  therefore  freeh   adifcrt   to  the  Eaft-India  Company  their 

.  exclude  their  fellow  fubjects  from  the  commerce  of 

the-  globe.     I  admit  their  claim  to  adminifter  an  annual 

icrritoiial  revenue  of  feven  millions  fterling;  to  command  an 

'  y  thoufand  men  ;  and  to  difpofe  (under  the  control 

I  ..-reign,  imprrial  difcnotion,  and  with  the  due  obfervance 

of  the  natural  and  local  iuvv)  oi"  the  lives  and  fortunes  pf  thirty 

millions 
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millions  of  their  fellow  creatures.  All  this  they  poflefs  by- 
charter,  and  hy  acts  of  Parliament,  in  my  opinion,  without 
a  fhadow  of  controverfy. 

Thofe  who  carry  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  Company  the 
far  theft,  do  not  contend  for  more  than  this ;  and  all  this  I  freely 
grant.  But,  granting  all  this,  they  muft  grant  to  me,  in  my 
turn,  that  all  political  power  which  is  fet  over  men,  and  that 
all  privileges  claimed  or  exercifed  in  exclufion  of  them,  being 
wholly  artificial,  and,  for  fo  much,  a  derogation  from  the  na- 
tural equality  of  mankind  at  large,  ought  to  be  Ibme  way  or 
other  exercifed  ultimately  for  their  benefit. 

If  this  is  true  with  regard  to  every  fpecies  of  political  domi- 
nion, and  every  description  of  commercial  privilege,  none  of 
which  can  be  original,  (elf-derived  rights,  or  grants  for  the 
mere  privilege  or  benefit  of  the  holders,  then  fuch  rights,  or 
privileges,  or  whatever  elfe  you  chufe  to  call  them,  are  all  in  the 
ftricleft  fenfe  a  trujl\  and  it  is  the  nature  and  efknce  of  every 
truft  to  be  rendered  accountable'?  and  even  totally  to  ccafe^  when 
it  fubftantially  varies  from  the  purpofes  for  which  alone  it  could 
have  a  lawful  exiftence. 

•  This  I  conceive,  Sir,  to  be  true,  of  trufts  of  power  vefted  in 
the  higheft  hands,  and  of  fuch  as  fecm  to  hold  of  no  human 
creature.  Eut  about  the  application  of  this  principle  to  fubor- 
dinate,  tlcrhathe  trufts,  I  <lo  not  fee  how  a  controverfy  can  be 
maintained.  To  whom  then  would  I  make  the  Eaft-India 
Company  accountable?  "Why,  to  Parliament  to  be  fure ;  to 
Parliament,  from  whom  their  truft  was  derived ;  to  Parliament, 
which  alone  is  capable  of  comprehending  the  magnitude  of  its 
object,  and  its  abufe;  and  alone  capable  oi  an  effectual  legifia- 
tive  remedy.  The  very  charter  which  h  held  out  to  exclude 
Parliament  from  correcting  inalverlation  with  regard  to  the 
high  uuft  vefted  in  the  Company,  is  the  very  thing  which  at 
once  gives  a  title,  and  im poles  a  duty  on.  us  to  interfere  with 
effeft.,  wherever  power  and  -authority;  originating  from  our- 

felve*, 
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felves,  are  perverted  from  their  purpofes,  and  become  infirn- 
ments  of  wrong  and  violence. 

If  Parliament,  Sir,  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  charter,  \ve 
might  have  fome  fort  of  epicurean  excufe  to  ftand  aloof,  indif- 
ferent fpe&ators  of  what  pafTes  in  the  Company's  name  in  India 
and  in  London.  But  if  we  are  the  very  caufe  of  the  evil,  wa 
are  in  a  fpecial  manner  engaged  to  the  redrefs;  and  for  us  paf- 
fively  to  bear  with  oppreffions  committed  under  the  fanctkm  of 
our  own  authority,  it  is  in  truth  and  reafon  for  this  Houfe  to 
be  an  active  accomplice  in  the  abufe. 

That  the  power  notorioufly,  grofsly  abufed,  has  been 
bought  from  us,  is  very  certain.  But  this  circumftance,  which 
is  urged  againft  the  bill,  becomes  an  additional  motive  for  our 
interference,  left  we  fliould  be  thought  to  have  fold  the  blood 
of  millions  of  men  for  the  bafe  confederation  of  money.  We 
fold,  I  admit,  all  that  we  had  to  fell;  that  is,  our  authority, 
not  our  control.  We  had  not  a  right  to  make  a  market  of  our 
duties. 

I  ground  myfelf,  therefore,  on  this  principle :  that  if  the 
abufe  is  proved,  the  contract  is  broken;  and  we  re-enter  into 
all  our  rights ;  that  is,  into  the  exercife  of  all  our  duties.  Our 
own  authority  is  indeed  as  much  a  truft  originally,  as  the  Com- 
pany's authority  is  a  truft  derivatively ;  and  it  is  the  ufe  we 
make  of  the  refumed  power  that  muft  juftify  or  condemn  us 
in  the  refumption  of  it.  When  we  have  perfected  the  plan 
laid  before  us  by  the  right  honourable  mover,  the  world  will 
then  fee  what  it  is  we  deftroy,  and  what  it  is  we  create.  By 
that  left  weftand  or  fall;  and  by  that  teft  I  truft  that  it  will 
be  found  in  the  ifluerthat  we  are  going  to  fuperfede  a  charter 
abufed  to  the  futt  extent  of  all  the  powers  which  it  could  abufe, 
and  exercifed  in  the  plenitude  of  tlefpotifm,  tyranny,  and  cor- 
ruption ;  and  that,  in  one  and  the  fame  plan,,  we  provide  a  real: 
chartered  fecurity  for  the  rights  of  men,  cruelly  violated  under 
that  charter. 


BRITISH      SENATE.  47 

This  bill,  and  thofe  conne&ed  with  it,  are  intended  to  form 
the  Aiagna  Charta  of  Hindoftan.  Whatever  the  treaty  of 
Weftphalia  is  to  the  liberty  of  the  Princes  and  free  cities  of 
the  Empire,  and  to  the  three  religions  there  profefled — what- 
ever the  Great  Charter,  the  Statute  of  Taliage,  the  Petition  of 
Right,  and  the  Declaration  of  Right,  are  to  Great  Britain,  thefc 
bills  are  to  the  people  of  India.  Of  this  benefit,  I  am  certain, 
their  condition  is  capable ;  and  when  I  know  that  they  are  ca- 
pable of  moru,  my  vote  mall  molt  affuredly  be  for  our  giving  to 
the  full  extent  of  their  capacity  of  receiving:  and  no  charter 
of  dominion  /hall  Hand  as  a  bar  in  my  \vay  to  their  charter  of 
fafety  and  protection. 

The  itrong  admiffion  I  have  made  of  the  Company's  right?, 
I  am  confcious  of  it,  binds  me  to  do  a  great  deal.  I  do  not  pre  - 
fume  to  condemn  thofe  who  argued  a  priori,  againft  the  pro- 
priety of  leaving  fuch  extenfwe  political  powers  in  the  hands 
of  a  company  of  merchants.  I  know  much  is,  and  much  more 
may  be  faid  againft  fuch  a  fyftem.  But,  with  my  particular 
ideas  and  lentiments,  I  cannot  go  that  way  to  work.  I  feel  an; 
infupcrable  reluctance  in  giving  my  hand  to  deitroy  any  efta- 
blifhed  inftitution  of  Government,  upon  a  theory,  however 
plaufible  it  may  be.  My  experience  in  life  teaches  me  nothing- 
clear  upon  the  fubjecl.  I  have  known  merchants  with  the 
fentiments  and  the  abilities  cf  great  ftatefmen ;  and  I  have 
feen  perfons  in  the  rank  of  Itateimen,  with  the  conceptions 
and  character  of  pedlars.  Indeed,  my  obfervations  have  fur- 
nifhed  me  with  nothing  that  is  to  be  found  in  any  habits  of 
life  or  education,  which  tends  wholly  to  difqualify  men  for 
the  functions  of  Government,  but  that,  by  which  the  power  of 
exercifmg  thofe  functions  is  very  frequently  obtained,  I  mean  a 
fpirit  and  habit  of  low  cabal  and  intrigue ;  which  I  have  never, 
in  one  inftance,  feen  united  with  a  capacity  for  found  and 
manly  policy. 

To  juftify  us  in  taking  the  administration  of  their  affairs  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  on  my  principles,  I 
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jnuft  fee  feveral  conditions,  ift,  The  object  affected  by  the 
abufe  fhould  be  great  and  important.  2d,  The  abufe  affecting 
this  great  object,  ought  to  be  a  great  abufe.  3d,  It  ought  to 
be  habitual,  and  not  accidental.  4th,  It  ought  to  be  utterly 
incurable  in  the  body  as  it  now  ftands  conftituted.  All  this 
ought  to  be  made  as  vifible  to  me  as  the  light  of  the  fun,  be- 
fore I  fliould  ftrike  off  an  atom  of  their  charter.  A  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  [Mr.  Pitt]  has  faid,  and  faid,  I  think,  but 
once,  and  that  very  ilightly,  (whatever  his  original  demand  for 
a  plan  might  feem  to  require)  that  "  there  are  abufes  in  the 
Company's  government."  If  that  were  all,  the  fcheme  of  the 
mover  of  this  bill,  the  fcheme  of  his  learned  friend,  and  his  own 
fcheme  of  reformation  (if  he  has  any)  are  all  equally  needlefs. 
There  are,  and  muft  be,  abufes  in  all  governments.  It  amounts 
to  no  more  than  a  nugatory  proportion.  But  before  I  confider 
of  what  nature  theie  abufes  are,  of  which  the  gentleman  fpeaks 
fo  very  highly,  permit  me  to  recal  to  your  recollection  the  map 
of  the  country  which  this  abufed  chartered  right  affects.  This 
I  (hall  do,  that  you  may  judge  whether  in  that  map  I  can  dif- 
coverany  thing  like  the  firft  of  my  conditions;  that  is,  whe- 
ther the  object  affected  by  the  abufe  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany's power  be  of  importance  fufficient  to  juftify  the  meafure 
and  means  of  reform  applied  to  it  in  this  bill. 

With  very  few,  and  thofe  inconfiderable  intervals,  the  Bri- 
tifh  dominion,  either  in  the  Company's  name,  or  in  the 
names  of  Princes  abfolutely  dependent  upon  the  Company, 
extends  from  the  mountains  that  feparate  India  from  Tar- 
tary,  to  Cape  Comorin,  that  is,  one-and-twenty  degrees  of  la- 
titude ! 

In  the  northern  parts,  it  is  a  folid  mafs  of  land,  about  eight 
hundred  miles  ia  length,  and  four  or  five  hundred  broad.  As 
you  go  fouthward,  it-becomes  narrower  for  a  fpace.  It  after- 
wards dilates;  but  narrower  or  broader,  you  poffefs  the  \vhole 
eaftern  and  north-eaftern  coafl  of  that  vaft  country,  quite  from 
the  borders  of  Pegu.  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orifla,  with  Benares, 
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(now  unfortunately  in  our  immediate  poffeffion)  meafure 
161,978  fquare  Englifh  miles;  a  territory  confiderably  larger 
than  the  whole  kingdom  of  France.  Oad,  with  its  depen- 
dent provinces,  is  53,286  fquare  miles  ;  not  a  great  deal  lefs 
than  England.  The  Carnatic,  with  Tanjore  and  the  Circars, 
1565,948  fquare  miles,  very  confiderably  larger  than  England; 
and  the  whole  of  the  Company's  dominion,  comprehending 
Bombay  and  Salfette,  amounts  to  281,412  fquare  miles;  which 
forms  a  territory  larger  than  any  European  dominion,  Ruffia 
and  Turkey  excepted.  Through  all  that  vaft  extent  of  coun- 
try, there  is  not  a  man  who  eats  a  mouthful  of  rice,  but  by 
peimifiion  of  the  Eaft-India  Company. 

So  far  with  regard  to  the  extent.  The  population  of  this 
great  empire  is  not  eafy  to  be  calculated.  When  the  coun- 
tries, of  which  it  is  compofed,  came  into  our  pofleflion,  they 
were  all  eminently  peopjed,  and  eminently  productive;  though 
at  that  time  confiderably  declined  from  their  ancient  profperity. 

But  fmce  they  are  come  intp  our  hands  ! !  However, 

if  we  take  the  period  of  our  eftimate  immediately  before  the- 
utter  defoliation  of  the  Carnatic,  and  if  we  allow  for  the  ha- 
vock  which  our  government  had  even  then  made  in  thefe  re- 
gions, we  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  rate  the  population  at  much 
lefs  than  thirty  millions  of  fouls :  more  than  four  times  the 
number  of  perfons  in  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain. 

My  next  inquiry  to  that  of  the  number,  is  the  quality  and 
defcription  of  the  inhabitants.  This  multitude  of  men  does 
not  conf.ft  of  an  abject  and  barbarous  populace,  much  lefs 
of  gangs  of  favages,  like  the  Guaranies  and  Chiquotos,  who 
wander  on  the  wafte  borders  of  the  river  of  Amazons,  or  the 
Plate  ;  but  a  people  for  ages  civilifed  and  cultivated  ;  cultiva- 
ted by  all  the  arts  of  poliftied  life,  whilft  we  were  yet  in  the 
•woods.  There  have  been  (and  ftill  the  fkeletons  remain) 
Princes,  once  of  great  dignity,  authority,  and  opulence. 
There  are  to  be  found  the  chiefs  of  tribes  nnd  nations. 
There  is  to  be.  found  an  ancient  and  venerable  priefthood,' 
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the  depofitory  of  their  laws,  learning,  and  hiftory,  the  guides 
of  the  people  whilft  Jiving,  and  their  confolation  in  death ;  a 
nobility  of  great  antiquity  and  renown  ;  a  multitude  of  cities, 
not  exceeded  in  population  and  trade  by  thofe  of  the  firft  clafs 
in  Europe;  merchants  and  bankers,  individual  houfes  of  whom 
have  once  vied  in  capital  with  the  bank  of  England  ;  whofe 
credit  had  often  fupported  a  tottering  State,  and  preferred 
their  governments  in  the  midft  of  war  and  defolation  ;  mil- 
lions of  ingenious  manufacturers  and  mechanics ;  millions  of 
the  moft  deligent,  and  not  the  leaft  intelligent,  tillers  of  the 
earth.  Here  are  to  be  found  almoft  all  the  religions  profefied 
by  men,  the  Braminical,  the  Muflulmen,  the  Eaflern  and  the 
Weftern  Chriftians. 

If  I  were  to  take  the  whole  aggregate  of  our  pofleffions 
there,  I  mould  compare  it,  as  the  neareft  parrallel  I  can  find, 
with  the  empire  of  Germany.  Our  immediate  pofleffions  I 
fhould  compare  with  the  Auftrian  dominions,  and  they  would 
not  fuffer  in  the  comparifon.  The  Nabob  of  Oude  might 
ftand  for  the  King  of  Pruffia ;  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  I  would 
compare,  as  fuperior  in  territory,  and  equal  in  revenue,  to 
the  Elector  of  Saxony.  Cheyt  Sing,  the  Rajah  of  Benares, 
might  well  rank  with  the  Prince  of  Hefle,  at  lead ;  and  the 
Rajah  of  Tanjore  (though  hardly  equal  in  extent  of  dominion, 
fuperior  in  revenue)  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.  The  Polygars 
and  the  northern  Zemindars,  and  other'  great  chiefs,  might 
well  clafs  with  the  reft  of  the  Princes,  Dukes,  Counts,  Mar- 
quifles,  and  Bilhops,  in  the  empire ;  all  of  whom  I  mention 
to  honour,  and  furely  without  difparagement  to  any  or  all  of 
thofe  molt  refpeclable  Princes  and  Grandees. 

All  this  vaft  mafs,  compoled  of  fo  many  orders  and  clafles 
of  men,  is  infinitely  diverfified  by  manners,  by  religion,  by 
hereditary  employment,  through  all  their  pomble  combina- 
tions. This  renders  the  handling  of  India  a  matter  in  an 
f.i^h  decree  critical  and  delicate.  But  oh  !  it  has  been  han- 
dled rudely  indeedi  Even  forae  of  the  reformers  feem  to  have 
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forgot  that  they  had  any  thing  to  do  but  to  regulate  the  te- 
nants of  a  manor,  or  the  fhopkeepers  of  the  next  country 
town. 

It  is  an  empire  of  this  extent,  of  this  complicated  nature, 
of  this  dignity  and  importance,  that  I  have  compared  to  Ger- 
many, and  the  German  government ;  not  for  an  exad  refem- 
blance,  hut  as  a  fort  of  a  middle  term,  by  which  India  might 
be  approximated  to  our  understandings,  and,  if  poflible,  to  our 
feelings ;  in  order  to  awaken  fomething  of  fympathy  for  the 
unfortunate  natives,  of  which  I  am  afraid  we  are  not  perfectly 
fufceptible,  whilft  we  look  at  this  very  remote  object  through 
a  falfe  and  cloudy  medium. 

My  fecond  condition,  neceflary  to  juftify  me  in  touching 
the  charter,  is,  whether  the  Company's  abufe  of  their  truft, 
with  regard  to  this  great  object,  be  an  abufe  of  great,  atrocity. 
—  I  fliall  beg  your  permiflion  to  confider  their  conduct  in 
two  lights ;  firft  the  political,  and  then  the  commercial. — 
Their  political  conduct  (for  diitinctnefs)  I  divide  again  into 
two  heads  ;  the  external,  in  which  I  mean  to  comprehend 
their  conduct  in  their  fcederal  capacity,  as  it  relates  to  powers 
and  ftates  independent,  or  that  not  long  fmce  were  fuch ;  the 
other  internal,  namely,  their  conduct  to  the  countries  either 
immediately  fubjedt  to  the  Company,  or  to  thofe  who,  under 
the  apparent  government  of  native  fovereigns,  are  in  a  flate 
much  lower,  and  much  more  miierable  than  common  fub- 
jection. 

With  regard  to  the  abufe  of  the  external  fcederal  truft,  I  en- 
gage myfelf  to  you  to  make  good  thefetlyee  petitions : — Firft, 
I  fay,  that  from  Mount  Imaus,  (or  whatever  elfe  you  call 
that  large  range  of  mountains  that  walls  the  northern  frontier 
of  India)  where  it  touches  us  in  the  latitude  of  twenty- 
nine,  to  Cape  Comerin,  in  the  latitude  of  eight,  that  there  is 
not  a  Jingk  Prince  or  State,  or  Potentate,  great  or  fmall,  in 
India,  with  whom  they  have  come  into  contact,  whom  they 
have  not  fold.  I  fay  fold,  though  fometimes  they  have  not 
E  2  been 
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been  able  to  deliver  according  to  their  bargain. — Secondly,  I 
fay,  that  there  is  not  even  afingls  treaty  they  ever  made  which 
they  have  not  broken. — Thirdly,  I  fay,  that  there  is  not  a 
fingle  Prince  or  State,  who  ever  put  any  truft  in  the  Com- 
pany, who  is  not  utterly  ruined  ;  and  that  none  are,  in 
any  degree,  fecure  or  flouri/hing,  but  in  the  exacl  proportion 
to  their  fettled  diftruft,  and  irreconcileable  enmity  to  this  na- 
tion. 

Thefe  aflertions  are  univerfal.  I  fay,  in  the  full  fenfe, 
unwerfal.  They  regard  the  external  and  political  truft  only  ; 
but  I  mall  produce  others  fully  equivalent  in  the  internal. — 
For  the  prefent,  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  explaining  my 
meaning  ;  and  if  I  am  called  on  for  proof  whilft  thefe  bills 
are  depending  (which  I  believe  I  mail  not)  I  will  put  my  fin- 
ger on  the  Appendixes  to  the  Reports,  or  on  papers  of  record 
in  the  Houfe,  or  the  Committees,  which  I  have  diftin6lly  pre- 
fent to  my  memory,  and  which,  I  think,  I  can  lay  before  you 
at  half  an  hour's  warning. 

The  firft  Potentate  fold  by  the  Company  for  money  was  the 
Great  Mogul — the  defcendant  of  Tamerlane.  This  high  per- 
fonage,  as  high  as  human  veneration  can  look  at,  is,  by  every 
account,  amiable  in  his  manners,  refpectable  for  his  piety  ac- 
cording to  his  mode,  and  accomplifned  in  all  the  oriental  litera- 
ture. All  this,  and  the  title  derived  under  his  charter^  to  all 
that  we  hold  in  India,  could  not  fave  him  from  the  general  (ale. 
Money  is  coined  in  his  name;  in  his  name  juflice  is  adminifte- 
red;  .he  is  prayed  for  in  every  temple  through  the  countries  we 
ppflefs.  But  he  was  fold. 

It  is  impofiible,  Mr.  Speaker,  not  to  paufe  here  for  a  mo- 
ment, to  reflect  on  the  inconftancy  of  human  greatnefs,  and 
the  ftupendous  revolutions  that  have  happened  in  our  age  of 
wonders.  Could  it  be  believed,  when  I  entered  into  exiftence, 
or  when  you,  a  younger  man,  were  born,  that  on  this  day,  in 
this  Iloufe,  we  mould  be  employed  in  dufcuffing  the  conduct 
of  thofe  Britifh  fubjetSts  who  had  difpofed  of  the  power  and 
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perfon  of  the  Great  Mogul  ?  This  is  no  idle  fpeculation.  Aw- 
ful leflbns  are  taught  by  it,  and  by  other  events,  of  which  it  is 
not  yet  too  late  to  profit. 

This  is  hardly  a  digreflion ;  but  I  return  to  the  fale  o?  the 
Mogul.  Two  diftricts,  Corah  and  Allahabad,  out  of  his  im-' 
menfe  grants,  were  referved  as  a  royal  demefne  to  the  donor  of 
a  kingdom,  and  the  rightful  fovereign  of  fo  many  nations. — 
After  withholding  the  tribute  of  260,000!.  a  year,  which  the 
Company  was,  by  the  charter  they  had  received  from  this 
Prince,  under  the  mod  folemn  obligation  to  pay,  thefe  diftricls 
were  fold  to  his  chief  Minifter,  Sujah  ul  Dowlah  ;  and,  what 
may  appear  to  fome  the  worft  part  of  the  tranfaclion,  thefe  two 
diftric~ls  were  fold  for  fcarcely  two  years  purchafe.  The  de- 
fcendant  of  Tamerlane  now  ftands  in  need  almoft  of  the  com- 
mon neceffaries  of  life ;  and  in  this  fi  tuation  we  do  not  even 
allow  him,  as  bounty,  the  fmalleft  portion  of  what  we  owe 
him  in  juftice. 

The  next  fale  was  that'  of  the  whole  nation  of  the  Rohillas, 
which  the  grand  falefman,  without  a  pretence  of  quarrel,  and 
contrary  to  his  own  declared  fenfe  of  duty  and  redtitude,  fold 
to  the  fame  Sujah  ul  Dowlah.  He  fold  the  people  to  utter  ex- 
tirpation, for  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  — 
Faithfully  was  the  bargain  performed  on  our  fide.  Hafiz 
Rhamet,  the  moil  eminent  of  their  chiefs,  one  of  the  braveft 
men  of  his  time,  and  as  famous  throughout  the  Eafl  for  the 
elegance  of  his  literature,  and  the  fpirit  of  his  poetical  coinpo- 
iitions  (by  which  he  fupported  the  name  of  Hafiz)  as  for  his 
courage,  was  invaded  with  an  army  of  an  hundred  thoufand 
men,  and  an  Englifli  brigade.  This  man,  at  the  head  of  in- 
ferior forces,  was  {lain,  valiantly  fighting  for  his  country. 
His  head  was  cut  off",  and  delivered  for  money  to  a  barbarian. 
His  wife- and  children,  perfons  of  that  rank,  were  feen  begging 
an  handful  of  rice  through  the  Englifh  camp.  The  whole  na- 
tion, with  inconfulerable  exceptions,  was  Slaughtered  or  ba- 
niflied.  The  country  was  laid  wafte  with  fire  and  fword ; 
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and  that  land,  diftinguifhed  above  moft  others,  by  the  chear- 
ful  face  of  paternal  government  and  protected  labour,  the  cho- 
fen  feat  of  cultivation  and  plenty,  is  now  almoft  throughout 
a  dreary  defert,  covered  with  rufhes  and  briars,  and  jungles  full 
of  wild  beafts. 

In  Bengal,  Seraja  Dowlali  was  fold  to  Mir  Jaffier;  Mir  Jaf- 
fier  was  fold  to  Mir  Coffim  ;  smd  Mir  Coffim  was  fold  to  Mir 
Jaffier  again.  The  fucceffion  to  Mir  Jaffier  was  fold  to  hi$ 
eldeft  fon  ; — another  fon  of  Mir  Jaffier,  Mqbarech  ul  Dow- 
lah,  was  fold  to  his  fleprmathei" — The  Mahratta  empire  was 
fold  to  Ragoba;  and  Ragoba  was  fold  apd  delivered  to  the 
Peifliwa  of  the  Mahrattas.  Both  Ragoba  and  the  Peifliwa  of 
the  Mahrattas  were  offered  to  fale  to  the  Rajah  of  Berar. 
Scindia,  the  chief  of  Malva,  was  offered  to  fale  to  the  fame 
Rajah ;  and  the  Sub  ah  of  the  Decan  was  fold  to  the  great 
trader  Mahomet  Ali,  Nabob  of  Arcot.  To  the  fame  Nabob 
of  Arcot  they  fold  Hydef  Ali,  and  the  kingdom  of  My  fore. 
To  Mahomet  Ali  they  fold  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore.  To  the 
fame  Mahomet  Ali  they  fold,  at  leaft,  twelve  fovereign  Princes 
called  the  Poiygars.  But  to  keep  things  even,  the  territory  of 
Tinnivelly,  belonging  to  their  Nabob,  they  would  have  fold 
to  the  Dutch ;  and,  to  conclude  the  account  of  fales,  their 
great  cuftomer,  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  himfelf,  and  his  lawful 
iucceffion,  has  been  fold  to  his  fecond  fon,  Amir  ul  Omrah, 
whofe  character,  views,  and  conduct,  are  in  the  accounts  upon 
your,  table.  It  remains  with  you,  whether  they  ihall  finally 
perfect  this  laft  bargain. 

All  thefe  bargains  and  fales  were  regularly  attended  with  the 
wafte  and  havock  of  the  country,  always  by  the  buyer,  and 
fometimes  by  the  object  of  the  fale.  This  was  explained  to 
you  by  the  honourable  mover,  when  he  ftated  the  mode  of 
paying  debts  due  from  the  country  powers  to  the  Company. — 
An  honourable  gentleman,  who  is  not  now  in  his  place,  ob- 
jeaed  to  his  jumping  near  two  thoufand  miles  for  an  example. 
But  the  fouthern  example  is  perfectly  applicable  to  the  northern 
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claim,  as  the  northern  is  to  the  fouthern  ;  for,  throughout  the 
whole  fpace  of  thefe  two  thoufand  miles,  take  your  ftand  where 
you  will,  the  proceeding  is  perfe&ly  uniform,  and  what  is  done 
in  one  part  will  apply  exactly  to  the  other. 

My  fecond  aflertion  is,  that  the  Company  never  has  made 
a  treaty  which  they  have  not  broken.  This  pofition  is  fo 
connected  with  that  of  the  fales  of  provinces  and  kingdoms, 
with  the  negociation  of  univerfal  diftraclion  in  every  part  of 
India,  that  a  very  minute  detail  may  well  be  fpared  on  this 
point.  It  has  not  yet  been  contended,  by  any  enemy  to  the 
reform,  that  they  have  obferved  any  public  agreement.  When 
I  hear  that  they  have  done  fo,  in  any  one  inftancej  (which  hi- 
therto, I  confefs,  I  never  heard  alledged)  I  {hall  fpeak  to  the 
particular  treaty.  The  Governor  General  has  even  amufed 
himfelf  and  the  Court  of  Directors  in  a  very  fingular  letter 
to  that  Board,  in  which  he  admits  he  has  not  been  very  deli- 
cate with  regard  to  public  faith ;  and  he  goes  fo  far  as  to  ftate 
a  regular  eftimate  of  the  fums  which  the  Company  would 
have  loft,  or  never  acquired,  if  the  rigid  ideas  of  public  faith 
entertained  by  his  colleagues  had  been  obferved.  The  learned 
gentleman  over-againft  me  (Mr.  Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland)  has,  indeed,  faved  me  much  trouble.  On  a  former 
occafion,  he  obtained  no  fmall  credit,  for  the  clear  and  forci- 
ble manner  in  which  he  ftated  what  we  have  not  forgot,  and  I 
hope  he  has  not  forgot,  that  univerfal  fyftematic  breach  of 
treaties  which  had  made  the  Britifh  faith  proverbial  in  the 
Eaft. 

It  only  remains,  Sir,  for  me  juft  to  recapitulate  fome  heads. 
The  treaty  with  the  Mogul,  by  which  we  ftipulated  to  pay 
him  260,000!.  annually,  was  broken.  This  treaty  they  have 
broken,  and  not  paid  him  a  (hilling.  They  broke  their  treaty 
with  him,  in  which  they  ftipulated  to  pay  400,000!.  a  year  to 
the  Soubah  of  Bengal.  They  agreed  with  the  Mogul,  for  fer- 
vices  admitted  to  have  been  performed,  to  pay  Nudjif  Cawn  a 
peufion.  They  broke  this  article,  with  the  reft,  and  ftoppecl 
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alfo  this  fmail  penfion.  They  broke  their  treaties  with  the 
Niram,  and  with  Hyder  Ali.  As  to  the  Mahrattas,  they 
had  fo  many  crofs  treaties  with  the  States  General  of  that  na- 
tion, and  with  each  of  their  chiefs,  that  it  was  notorious,  that 
no  one  of  thefe  agreements  could  be  kept  without  groffly  vio- 
lating the  reft.  It  was  obferved,  that  if  the  terms  of  thefe  -fe- 
veral  treaties  had  been  kept,  two  Britifh  armies  would,  at  one 
and  the  fame  time,  have  met  in  the  field  to  cut  each  other's 
throats.  The  wars  which  defolate  India,  originated  from  a 
moil  atrocious  violation  of  public  faith  on  our  part.  In  the 
midft  of  profound  peace,  the  Company's  troops  invaded  the 
Mahratta  territories,  and  furprifed  the  ifland  and  fortrefs  of 
Salfette.  The  Mahrattas,  neverthelefs,  yielded  to  a  treaty  of 
peace,  by  which  folid  advantages  were  procured  to  the  Com- 
pany. Again  the  Company  invaded  the  Mahratta  dominions. 
The  difafter  that  enfued  gave  occafion  to  a  new  treaty.  The 
whole  army  of  the  Company  was  obliged,  in  effect,  to  fur- 
render  to  this  injured,  betrayed,  and  infulted  people.  Juftly 
irritated,  however,  as  they  were,  the  terms  which  they  pre- 
fcribed  were  reafonable  and  moderate;  and  their  treatment  of 
their  captive  invaders,  of  the  moil  diftinguifhed  humanity. 
But  the  humanity  of  the  Mahrattas  was  of  no  power  whatfo- 
ever  to  prevail  on  the  Company  to  attend  to  the  obfervance  of 
the  terms  dictated  by  their  moderation.  The  war  was  renewed 
with  greater  vigour  than  ever  ;  and  fuch  was  their  infatiable 
luft  of  plunder,  that  they  never  would  have  given  ear  to  any 
tearms  of  peace,  if  Hyder  Ali  had  not  broke  through  the 
Gauts,  and,  rufhing  like  a  torrent  into  the  Carnatic,  fwept 
away  every  thing  in  his  career.  This  was  in  confequence  of 
that  confederacy,  which,  by  a  fort  of  miracle,  united  the  moil 
difcordant  powers  for  our  deftruction,  as  a  nation  in  which  no 
other  could  put  any  truft,  and  who  were  the  declared  enemies 
of  the  human  fpecies. 

It  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  late  controverfy  between 
the  fe veral  prefidencies,  and  between  them  and  the  Court  of 
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Directors,  with  relation  to  thefe  wars  and  treaties,  has  not 
been,  which  of  the  parties  might  be  defended  for  his  fhare  in 
them  ;  but  on  which  of  the  parties  the  guilt  of  all  this  load  of 
perfidy  mould  be  fixed.  But  I  am  content  to  admit  all  thefe 
proceedings  to  be  perfectly  regular,  to  be  full  of  honour  and 
good  faith  ;  and  wifh  to  fix  your  attention  folely  to  that  fmgls 
tranfadion  which  the  advocates  of  this  fyftem  feledl  for  fo 
tranfcendent  a  merit  as  to  cancel  the  guilt  of  all  the  reft  of 
their  proceedings ;  I  mean  the  late  treaties  with  the  Mahrat- 
tas  .  . . .  [Here  the  merits  of  that  treaty  were  entered  into  at 
large ;  and  it  was  fhewn,  that  all  the  allies  of  the  Company 
were  abandoned,  and  even  furrendered,  under  loofe  articles,  to 
the  difcretion  of  the  enemy  ;  that  the  treaty  was  ratified  in  the 
camp  of  one  of  the  Mahratta  chiefs,  whilft  he  was  battering  a 
cattle  given  as  a  fecurity  to  an  ally  included  in  that  treaty; 
and,  on  the  authority  of  a  private  letter,  faid,  that  Mr.  Haf- 
tings  refufed  to  receive  the  agent  of  this  ally  complaining  of 
this  breach  of  faith]  ....  In  this  manner,  the  Company- 
has  acted  with  their  allies  in  the  Mahratta  war.  But 
they  did  not  reft  here  :  the  Mahrattas  were  fearful,  left  the 
perfons  delivered  to  them  by  that  treaty  ftiould  attempt  to  ef- 
cape  into  the  Britim  territories,  and  thus  might  elude  the  pu- 
nifhment  intended  for  them,  and,  by  reclaiming  the  treaty, 
might  ftirup  new  difturbances.  To  prevent  this,  they  defired 
an  article  to  be  inferted  in  the  fupplemental  treaty,  to  which 
they  had  the  ready  content  of  Mr.  Haftings  and  the  reft  of  the 
Company's  reprefentatives  in  Bengal.  It  was  this,  "  That  the 
Engliih  and  Mahratta  governments  mutually  agree  not  to  af- 
ford refuge  to  any  chiefs  merchants^  or  other  perfons,  flying  for 
protection  to  the  territories  of  the  other."  This  was  readily 
aflented  to,  and  aflented  to  without  any  exception  whatever, 
in  favour  of  our  furrendered  allies.  On  their  part,  a  reci- 
procity was  ftipulated,  which  was  not  unnatural  for  a  govern- 
ment like  the  Company's  to  afk;  a  government,  confcious 
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that  many  fubjedts  had  been,  and  would  in  future,  be  driven 
to  fly  from  its  jurisdiction. 

To  complete  the  fyftem  of  pacific  intention  and  public  faith, 
which  predominate  in  thefe  treaties,  Mr.  Raftings  fairly  re- 
folved  to  put  all  peace,  except  on  the  terms  of  abfolute  con- 
quer}, wholly  out  of  his  own  power.  For,  by  an  article  in 
this  fecond  treaty  with  Scindia,  he  binds  the  Company  not  to 
make  any  peace  with  Tippoo  Saib,  without  the  confent  of  the 
Peifhwa  of  the  Mahrattas,  and  binds  Scindia  to  him  by  a  reci- 
procal engagement.  The  treaty  between  France  and  England 
obliges  us  mutually  to  withdraw  our  forces,  if  our  allies  in 
India  do  not  accede  to  the  peace  within  four  months ;  Mr. 
Waitings'  treaty  obliges  us  to  continue  the  war  as  long  as  the 
Peiihwa  thinks  fit.  We  are  now  in  that  happy  fituation,  that 
the  breach  of  the  treaty  with  France,  or  the  violation  of  that 
with  the  Mahrattas,  is  inevitable ;  and  we  have  only  to  take 
our  choice. 

My  third  aflertion,  relative  to  the  abufe  made  of  the  right 
of  war  and  peace,  is,  that  there  are  none  who  have  ever  confided 
in  us  who  have  not  been  utterly  ruined.  The  examples  I  have 
given  of  Ragonaut  Row  of  Guickwar,  of  the  Ranah  of  Go- 
bud,  are  recent.  There  is  proof  more  than  enough  in  the 
condition  of  the  Mogul ;  in  the  flavery  and  indigence  of  the 
Nabob  of  Oud  ;  the  exile  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares;  the  beg- 
gary of  the  Nabob  of  Bengal ;  the  undone  and  captive  condi- 
tion of  tlie  Rajah  and  kingdom  of  Tanjore ;  the  deftrudtion  of 
lite  Polygurs ;  and  laflly,  in  the  deftruction  of  the  Nabob  of 
.Arcot  himfelf,  who,  when  his  dominions  were  invaded,  was 
found  entirely  deftitute  of  troops,  provifions,  ftores,  and  (as 
be  afierts)  of  money,  being  a  million  in  debt  to  the  Company, 
and  four  millions  to  others :  the  many  millions  which  he  had 
extorted  from  fo  many  extirpated  Princes,  and  their  defolated 
countries,  having  (as  he  has  frequently  hinted)  been  expended 
for  the  ground  rent  of  his  manfion  houfe  in  an  ally  in  the  fub- 
yrbs  of  Madras.  Compare  the  condition  of  all  thefe  Princes 
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with  the  power  and  authority  of  all  the  Mahratta  ftates,  with 
the  independence  and  dignity  of  the  Soubah  of  the  Decan,  and 
the  mighty  ftrength,  the  refources,  and  the  manly  ftruggle  of 
Hyder  Ali;  and  then  the  Houfe  will  difcover  the  effects,  on 
every  power  in  India,  of  an  eafy  confidence,  or  of  a  rootecj 
diftruft  in  the  faith  of  the  Company. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  my  reafons,  grounded  on  the  abufe  of 
the  external  political  truft  of  that  body,  for  thinking  myfelf 
not  only  juftified,  but  bound  to  declare  againft  thofe  chartered 
rights  which  produce  fo  many  wrongs.  I  fhould  deem  myfelf 
the  wickedeft  of  men,  if  any  vote  of  mine  could  contribute 
to  the  countenance  of  fo  great  an  evil. 

Now,  Sir,  according  to  the  plan  I  propofed,  I  fhall  take 
notice  of  the  Company's  internal  government,  as  it  is  exer- 
cifed,  firft,  on  the  dependent  provinces,  and  then  as  it  affects 
thofe  under  the  direct:  and  immediate  authority  of  that  body. 
And  here,  Sir,  before  I  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  their  interior 
government,  permit  me  to  obferve  to  you,  upon  a  few  of  the 
many  lines  of  difference  which  are  to  be  found  between  the 
vices  of  the  Company's  government,  and  thofe  of  the  con- 
querors who  preceded  us  in  India;  that  we  may  be  enabled  a 
little  the  better  to  fee  our  way  in  an  attempt  to  the  neceiTury 
reformation. 

The  feveral  irruptions  of  Arabs,  Tartars,  and  Perfians,  into 
India,  were,  for  the  greater  part,  ferocious,  bloody,  and  wafle- 
ful  in  the  extreme.  Our  entrance  into  the  dominion  of  that 
country  was,  as  generally,  with  final  1  comparative  effufion  of 
blood ;  being  introduced  by  various  frauds  and  dilutions,  and 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  incurable,  blind,  and  ien&lefs'am- 
mofity,  which  the  feveral  country  powers  bear  towards  each 
other,  rather  than  by  open  force.  But  the  difference  in  favour 
of  the  firlt  conquerors  Is  this :  the  Afiatic  conquerors  very 
foon  abated  of  their  ferocity,  becaufe  they  made  the  conquered 
country  their  own.  They  rofe  or  fell  with  the  rile  or  fall  of 
the  territory  they  lived  in.  Fathers  there  depollted  the  hopes 
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of  their  pofterity  ;  and  children  there  beheld  the  monuments; 
of  their  fathers.  Here  their  lot  was  finally  caft ;  and  it  is 
1  the  natural  wifti  of  all,  that  their  lot  fhould  not  be  caft  in  a 
'  bad  land.  Poverty,  fterility,  and  defolation,  are  not  a  re- 
creating profpect  to  the  eye  of  man  ;  and  there  are  very  few 
who  can  bear  to  grow  old  among  the  curfes  of  a  whole  people. 
If  their  paffion  or  their  avarice  drove  the  Tartar  Lords  to  acts 
of  rapacity  or  tyranny,  there  was  time  enough,  even  in  the 
fhort  life  of  man,  to  bring  round  the  ill  effects  of  an  abufe  of 
power  upon  the  power  itfelf.  If  hoards  were  made  by  vio- 
lence and  tyranny,  they  were  ftill  domeflic  hoards;  and  domef- 
tic  profufion,  or  the  rapine  of  a  more  powerful  and  prodigal 
hand,  reftored  them  to  the  people.  With  many  difordcrs, 
and  with  few  political  checks  upon  power,  nature  had  ftill 
fair  play  ;  the  fources  of  acquifition  were  not  dried  up ;  and, 
therefore,  the  trade,  the  manufactures,  and  the  commerce  of 
the  country  flourished.  Even  avarice  and  ufury  itfelf  ope- 
rated, both  for  the  prefervation  and  the  employment  of  na- 
tional wealth.  The  hufbandman  and  manufacturer  paid 
heavy  intereft ;  but  then  they  augmented  the  fund  from 
whence  they  were  again  to  borrow.  Their  refources  were 
dearly  bought,  but  they  were  fure ;  and  the  general  flock  of 
the  community  grew  by  the  general  effort. 

B\it  under  the  Englifh  government  all  this  order  is  reverfed. 
The  Tartar  invafion  was  mifchievous ;  but  it  is  our  protection 
that  deftroys  India.  It  was  their  enmity,  but  it  is  our  friend' 
fliip.  Our  conqueft  there,  after  twenty  years,  is  as  crude  as 
it  was  the  firft  day.  The  natives  fcarcely  know  what  it  is  to 
iee  the  gray  head  of  an  Englifhman.  Young  men  (boys  al- 
moft)  govern  there,  without  fociety,  and  without  fympathy 
with  the  natives.  They  have  no  more  focial  habits  with  the 
people  than  if  they  flill  refided  in  England ;  nor  indeed  any 
fpecies  of  intercourfe  but  that  which  is  neceffary  to  making  a 
fudden  fortune,  with  a  view  to  a  remote  fettlement.  Anima^ 
ted  with  all  the  avarice  of  age,  and  all  the  impetuofity  of 
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youth,  they  roll  in,  one  after  another,  wave  after  wave  ;  and 
there  is  nothing  before  the  eyes  of  the  natives  but  an  endlefs,. 
hopelefs  proipeft  of  new  flights  of  birds  of  prey  and  pafiage, 
with  appetites  continually  renewing  for  a  food  that  is  conti- 
nually wafting.  Every  rupee  of  profit  made  by  an  Englifh- 
man,  is  loil  for  ever  to  India.  With  us  are  no  retributory  fu- 
perftition,  by  which  a  foundation  of  charity  compenfates, 
through  ages,  to  the  poor,  for  the  rapine  and  injuftice  of  a 
day.  With  us  no  pride  erects  flately  monuments  which  repair 
the  mifchiefs  which  pride  had  produced,  and  which  adorn  a 
country  out  of  its  own  fpoils.  England  has  erecltxl  no 
churches,  no  hofpitals,  no  palaces,  no  fchools;  England  has 
built  no  bridges,  made  no  high  roads,  cut  no  navigations,  dug 
out  no  refervoirs.  Every  other  conqueror  of  every  other  de- 
fcription,  has  left  fome  monument,  either  of  ftate  or  beneficence,, 
behind  him.  Were  we  to  be  driven  out  of  India  this  day,  no- 
thing would  remain,  to  tell  that  it  had  been  poflefled,  during 
the  inglorious  period  of  our  dominion,  by  any  thing  better  than 
the  ouran-outang,  or  the  tyger. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  boys  we  fend  to  India  worfe  than  the 
boys  whom  we  are  whipping  at  fchool,  or  that  we  fee  trailing 
a  pike,  01  bending  over  a  defk  at  home.  But  as  Englifh  youth 
in  India  drink  the  intoxicating  draught  of  authority  and  domi- 
nion before  their  heads  are  able  to  bear  it,  and  as  they  are  fully 
grown  in  fortune  long  before  they  are  ripe  in  principle,  neither 
nature  nor  reafon  have  any  opportunity  to  exert  themfelves  for 
remedy  of  the  excefTes  of  their  premature  power.  The  confe- 
quences  of  their  conduct,  which  in  good  minds  (and  many  of 
theirs  are  probably  fuch)  might  produce  penitence  or  amend- 
ment, ace  unable  to  purfue  the  rapidity  of  their  flight.  Their 
prey  is  lodged  in  England ;  and  the  cries  of  India  are  given  to 
feas  and  winds,  to  be  blown  about,  in  every  breaking  up  of  the 
monfoon,  over  a  remote  and  unhearing  ocean.  In  India  all  ths 
vices  operate,  by  which  fudden  fortune  is  acquired;  in  England 
ate  often  difplayed,  by  the  fame  perfons,  the  virtues  which  dif- 
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penfe  hereditary  wealth.  Arrived  in  England,  the  deftroyers 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  the  whole  kingdom,  will  find  the 
beft  company  in  this  nation,  at  a  board  of  elegance  and  hofpita- 
liry.  Here  the  manufacturer  and  hufbandman  will  blefs  the 
juft  and  punctual  hand,  that  in  India  has  torn  the  cloth  from 
the  loom,  or  wrefted  the  fcanty  portion  of  rice  and  fait  from 
the  pealant  of  Bengal,  or  wrung  from  him  the  very  opium  in 
which  he  forgot  his  oppreifion  and  his  oppreflbr.  They  marry 
into  your  families;  they  enter  into  your  Senate;  they  eafe 
your  eilates  by  loans  ;  they  raife  their  value  by  demand ;  they 
cherifli  and  protect  your  relations,  which  lye  heavy  on  your 
patronage ;  and  there  is  fcarcely  an  houfe  in  the  kingdom  that 
does  not  feel  fome  concern  and  intereft  that  makes  all  reform 
of  our  eaftern  government  appear  officious  and  difgufting;  and, 
on  the  whole,  a  moft  difcouraging  attempt.  In  fuch  an  at- 
tempt, you  hurt  thofe  who  are  able  to  return  kindnefs  or  to 
refent  injury.  If  you  fucceed,  you  fave  thofe  who  cannot  fo 
much  as  give  you  thanks.  All  thefe  things  ftiew  the  difficulty 
of  the  work  we  have  on  hand  ;  but  they  fliew  its  neceffity  too. 
Our  Indian  government  is,  in  its  beft  flate,  a  grievance.  It  is 
neceflary  that  the  correctives  ihould  be  uncommonly  vigorous; 
and  the  work  of  men  fanguine,  warm,  and  even  impaffioned  in 
the  caufe.  But  it  is  an  arduous  thing  to  plead  againft  abufes  of 
a  power  which  originates  from  your  own  country,  and  affects 
thofe  whom  we  are  ufed  to  confider  as  Grangers. 

Upon  the  plan  which  I  laid  down,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  return,  I  was  considering  the  conduct  of  the  Company  to 
thofe  nations  which  are  indirectly  fubject  to  their  authority. 
The  moft  confulerable  of  the  dependent  Princes  is  the  Nabob 
of  Oud.  My  right  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox)  to  whom 
we  owe  the  remedial  bills  on  your  table,  has  already  pointed 
out  to  you,  in  one  of  the  Report?,  the  condition  of  that  Prince, 
and  as  it  Aooil  in  the  time  he  alluded  to.  I  mall  only  add  a 
few  circumftances  that  may  tend  to  awaken  fome  fenfe  of  the 
uunnerin  which  the  condition  of  the  people  is  affected  by  that 
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of  the  Prince,  and  involved  in  it ;  and  to  (hew  you,  that  when 
we  talk  of  the  fufterings  of  Princes,  we  do  not  lament  the 
oppreflion  of  individuals  ;  and  that,  in  thefe  cafes,  the  higty 
and  the  low  fuffer  together. 

In  the  year  1779,  the  Nabob  of  Oud  reprefented,  through 
the  Britifli  Refident  at  his  Court,  that  the  number  of  the 
Company's  troops  flationed  in  his  dominions,  was  a  main 
caufe  of  his  diftrefs;  and  that  all  thofe  which  he  was  not  bound 
by  treaty  to  maintain  fhould  be  withdrawn,  as  they  had  greatly 
diminiihed  his  revenue,  and  impoverifhed  his  country.  I  will 
read  to  you,  if  you  pleafe,  a  few  extracts  from  thefe  repre- 
fentations. 

He  ftates,  (t  that  the  country  and  cultivation  are  abandoned; 
and  this  year  in  particular,  from  the  exceflive  drought  of  the 
feafon,  deductions  of  many  lacks  having  been  allowed  to  the 
farmers,  who  are  flill  left  unfatisfied ;"  and  then  he  proceeds  with 
a  long  detail  of  his  own  diftrefs,  and  that  of  his  family,  and  all 
his  dependents;  and  adds,  "  that' the  new-raifed  brigade  is  not 
only  quite  ufelefs  to  my  government,  but  is  moreover  the  caufe 
of  much  lofs,  both  in  revenues  and  cuftoms.  The  detached 
body  of  troops  under  European  officers,  bring  nothing  but  con- 
fujion  to  the  affairs  of  my  government^  and  are  entirely  their  own. 
mafters?  Mr.  Middleton,  Mr.  Haftings'  confidential  Refi- 
dent, vouches  for  the  truth  of  this  reprefentation,  in  its  fulleil 
extent.  "  I  am  concerned  to  confefs,  that  there  is  too  good 
ground  for  this  plea.  The  misfortune  has  been  general  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  Viziers  (the  Nabob  of  Oud)  dominions,  obvious 
to  every  body  ;  and  fo  fatal  have  been  its  confequences,  that 
no  perfon,  of  either  credit  or  character,  would  enter  into  en- 
gagements with  government  for  farming  the  country."  He 
then  proceeds  to  give  ftrong  inftances  of  the  general  calamity, 
and  its  effects. 

It  was  now  to  be  feen  what  fteps  the  Governor  General  and 
Council  took  for  the  relief  of  this  diftrefled  country,  long 
labouring  under  the  vexations  of  men,  and  now  ftricken  by 
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the  hand  of  God.  The  cafe  of  a  general  famine  is  known  to  re- 
lax the  feverity  even  of  the  moft  rigorous  government.  Mr. 
Haftings  does  not  deny,  or  fliew  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  fact. 
The  reprefentation  is  humble,  and  almoft  abject.  On  this  re- 
prefentation  from  a  great  Prince,  of  the  diftrefs  of  his  fubjedts, 
Mr.  Haftings  falls  into  a  violent  paffion ;  fuch  as  (it  feems) 
\vould  be  unjuftifiable  in  any  one  who  fpeaks  of  any  part  of 
tis  conduct.  He  declares,  "  that  the  demands,  the  tone  in  which 
they  were  aflerted,  and  ihefeafon  in  which  they  were  made, 
are  all  equally  alarming,  and  appear  to  him  to  require  an  ade- 
quate degree  of  firmnefs  in  this  board,  in  oppojition  to  them." — 
He  proceeds  to  deal  out  very  unreferved  language  on  the  per- 
fon  and  character  of  the  Nabob,  and  his  Minifters.  Pie  de- 
clares, that  in  a  divifion  between  him  and  the  Nabob,  "  the 
Jlrcngeft  mujl  decide?  With  regard  to  the  urgent  and  inftant 
neceffity,  from  the  failure  of  the  crops,  he  fays,  "  that  per- 
haps expedients  may  be  found  for  affording  a  gradual  relief  from 
the  burden  of  which  he  fo  heavily  complains,  and  it  fliall  be 
my  endeavour  to  feek  them  out  :M  And,  left  he  fhould  be  fuf- 
pected  of  too  much  hafte  to  alleviate  fufferings,  and  to  re- 
move violence,  he  fays,  "  that  thefe  muft  be  gradually  ap- 
plied, and  their  complete  affctt  maybe  dijiant\  and  this,  I 
conceive,  is  all  he  can  claim  of  right." 

This  complete  effect  of  his  lenity  is  diftant  indeed.  Re- 
jecting this  demand  (as  he  calls  the  Nabob's  abject  fupplica- 
tion)  he  attributes  it,  as  he  ufually  does  all  things  of  the 
kind,  to  the  divifion  in  their  government ;  and  fays,  this  is  a 
powerful  motive  with  me  (however  inclined  I  might  be,  upon 
any  other  occajton,  to  yield  to  feme  part  of  his  demand)  to  give 
them  an  abfolute  and  unconditional  rcfufal  upon  the  prefent ;  and 
even  to  bring  to  punt/hmcnt,  if  my  influence  can  produce  that  ejfefl, 
thofe  incendiaries  ivbo  have  endeavoured  to  make  them/elves  the  in- 
Jlruments  of  divi/i&n  between  us" 

Here,  Sir,  is  much  heat  and  paffion ;  but  no  more  confide- 
ration  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  country,  from  a  failure-  of  the 
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rnesns  of  fubfiftence,  and  (if  poflible)  the  worfe  evil  of  an 
ufelefs  and  licentious  foldiery,  than  if  they  were  the  moft 
contemptible  of  all  trifles.  A  letter  is  written  in  confequence, 
in  fuch  a  ftyle  of  lofty  defpotifm,  as,  I  believe,  has  hitherto 
been  unexampled  and  unheard  of  in  the  records  of  the  EafK 
The  troops  were  continued.  The  gradual  relief,  whofe  effects 
were  to  be  tediftanty  has  never  been  fubflantially  and  beneficially 
applied — and  the  country  is  ruined. 

Mr.  Mailings,  two  years  after,  when  it  was  too  late,  faW 
the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a  removal  of  the  intolerable  grievance 
of  this  licentious  foldiery,  which,  under  a  pretence  of  defen- 
ding it,  held  the  country  under  military  execution.  A  new 
treaty  and  arrangement,  according  to  the  pleafure  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  took  place  ;  and  this  new  treaty  was  broken  in  the 
old  manner,  in  every  eflential  article.  The  foldiery  were 
again  fent,  and  again  let  loofe.  The  effect  of  all  his  manoeu- 
vres, from  which  it  feems  he  was  fanguine  enough  to  entertain 
hopes,  upon  the  ftate  of  the  country,  he  himfelf  informs  us^ 
"  the  event  has  proved  the  rcverfe  of  thefe  hopes,  and  accumula- 
tion of '  dijlrefs,  dcbafcment,  and  diJJatlsfacTion  to  the  Nabob,  and 
dif appointment  and  difgrace  to  me.  Every  meafure  (which  he 
had  himfelf  propofed)  had  been  fo  condufied  as  to  give  him  caufe 
of  difpleafure ;  there  are  no  officers  eftablifhed  by  which  his 
affairs  could  be  regularly  conducted  ;  mean,  incapable,  and 
indigent  men,  have  been  appointed.  A  number  of  the  diflricts 
without  authority,  and  without  the  means  of  perfonal  protec- 
tion ;  fome  of  them  have  been  murdered  by  the  Zemindars, 
and  thofe  Zemindars,  i;iftead  of  punilhment,  have  been  per- 
mitted to  retain  their  Zemindarie?,  with  independent  autho-  • 
rity;  all  the  other  Zemindars  fuffered  to  rife  up  in  rebellion, 
and  to  infult  the  authority  of  the  Sircar,  without  any  attempt 
made  to  fupprefs  them ;  and  the  Company's  debt,  inftead  of 
being  difcharged  by  the  alignments  and  extraordinary  fources 
of  money  provided  for  that  purpofe,  is  likely  to  exceed  even  the 
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amount  at  which  it  flood  at  tht  time  in  which  the  arrangement  with 
kis  Excellency  was  concluded?  The  Houfe  will  fmile  at  the  re- 
fource  on  which  the  Directors  take  credit  as  fuch  a  certainty 
in  their  curious  account. 

This  is  Mr.  Haftings's  own  narrative  of  the  effects  of  his 
own  fettlement.  This  is  the  ftate  of  the  country,  which  we 
have  been  told  is  in  perfect  peace  and  order;  and,  what  is  cu- 
rious, he  informs  us,  that  every  part  of  this  was  foretold  to  him. 
in  the  order  and  manner  in  which  it  happened,  at  the  very  time  he 
made  his  arrangement  of  men  and  meafures. 

The  invariable  courfe  of  the  Company's  policy  is  this : — 
Either  they  fet  up  fome  Prince  too  odious  to  maintain  himfelf 
without  the  neceffity  of  their  afTiftance,  or  they  foon  render 
him  odious,  by  making  him  the  inftrument  of  their  govern- 
ment. In  that  cafe,  troops  are  bountifully  fent  to  him  to 
maintain  his  authority.  That  he  Jhould  have  no  want  of  a(- 
fiflance,  a  civil  gentleman,  called  a  Refident,  is  kept  at  his 
Court,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  providing  duly  for  the 
pay  of  thefe  troops,  gets  alignments  on  the  revenue  into  his 
hands.  Under  this  provincial  management,  debts  foon  accu- 
mulate ;  new  alignments  are  made  for  thefe  debts ;  until, 
itep  by  ftep,  the  whole  revenue,  and  with  it  the  whole  power 
*ftf  the  cbuntry,  is  delivered  into  his  hands.  The  military  do 
not  behold,  without  a  virtuous  emulation,  the  moderate  gains 
of  the  civil  department.  They  feel  that,  in  a  country  driven 
to  habitual  rebellion  by  the  civil  government,  the  military  is 
neceflary ;  and  they  will  not  permit  k'their  fervices  to  go  un- 
rewarded. Tracts  of  country  are  delivered  over  to  their 
difcretion.  Then  it  is  found  proper  to  convert  their  comman- 
ding officers  into  farmers  of  revenue.  Thus,  between  the 
well-paid  civil,  and  well  rewarded  military  eftablifhment,  the 
fituation  of  the  natives  may  be  eafily  conjectured.  The  au- 
thority of  the  regular  and  lawful  government  is  every  where, 
and  in  every  point,  extinguifhed.  Diforders  and  violences 
anfe  ;  they  are  reprefled  by  other  diforders  and  other  violences. 

Where- 
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Wherever  the  collectors  of  the  revenue,  and  the  farming  co- 
lonels and  mojors,  move,  ruin  is  about  them,  rebellion  before 
and  behind  them.  The  people  in  crowds  fly  out  of  the 
country;  and  the  frontier  is  guarded  by  lines  of  troops,  not 
to  exclude  an  enemy,  but  to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

By  thefe  means,  in  the  c'ourfe  of  not  more  than  four  or  five 
years,  this  once-opulent  and  flourifhing  country,  which,  by  the 
accounts  given  in  the  Bengal  confutations,  yielded  more  than 
three  crores  of  Sicca  rupees,  that  is,  above  three  millions  fterl- 
ing,  annually,  is  reduced,  as  far  as  I  can  difcover,  in  a  matter 
purpofely  involved  in  the  utmoft  perplexity,  to  leis  than  one 
million  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  that  exa6led  by 
every  mode  of  rigour  that  can  be  deviled.  To  complete  the 
bufmefs,  moft  of  the  wretched  remnants  of  this  revenue  are 
mortgaged,  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  ufurers  at  Be- 
nares, (for  there  alone  are  to  be  found  fome  lingering  remains 
of  the  ancient  wealth  of  thefe  regions)  at  an  interefl  of  near 
thirty  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  revenues,  in  this  manner,  failing,  they  fei?ed  upon  the 
eftates  of  every  perfon  of  eminence  in  the  country,  and,  under 
the  name  of  refitmption,  confifcated  their  property.  I  wifb, 
Sir,  to  be  understood  univerfally  and  literally,  when  I  aflert, 
that  there  is  not  left  one  man  of  property  and  fubftance,  for  his 
rank,  in  the  whole  of  thefe  provinces;  in  provinces  which  are 
nearly  the  extent  of  England  and  Wales  taken  together.  Not 
one  landholder,  not  one  banker,  not  one  merchant,  not  one 
even  of  thofe  who  ufually  periih  laft,  the  uhimum  moriens  in  a 
ruined  ftate,  no  one  farmer  of  revenue. 

One  country  fora  while  remained,  which  Hood  as  an  ifland 
in  the  midil  of  the  grand  wafte  of  the  Company's  dominion. 
My  right  honourable  friend,  in  his  admirable  fpeech  on  moving 
the  bill,  juft  touched  the  fituation,  the  offences,  and  the  pu- 
nifhment,  of  a  native  prince,  called  Fizulla  Khan.  This  man,  by 
policy  and  force,  had  protected  himfelf  from  the  general  ex- 
F  2  tirpation 
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tlrpation  of  the  Rohilla  chiefs.  He  was  fccured  (if  that  were 
any  fecurity)  by  a  treaty.  It  was  ftated  to  you,  as  it  was 
ftated  by  the  enemies  of  that  unfortunate  man,  "  that  the 
whole  of  his  country  is,  what  the  whole  country  of  the  Ro- 
hillas  w<2J,  cultivated  like  a  garden,  without  one  neglected  fpot 
in  it."  Another  accufer  fays,  <e  Fizulla  Khan,  though  a  bad 
foldier,  (that  is  the  true  fource  of  his  misfortune)  has  approved 
himfelf  a  good  aumil;  having,  it  is  fuppofed,  in  the  courfe  of 
a  few  years,  at  leaft  doubled  the  population  and  revenue  of  his 
country."  In  another  part  of  the  correfpondence  he  is  charged 
with  making  his  country  an  afylum  for  the  opprefled  peafants, 
who  fly  from  the  territories  *of  Oud.  The  improvement  of 
his  revenue,  arifang  from  this  (ingle  crime,  (which  Mr. 
Haftings  confiders  as  tantamount  to  treafon)  is  ftated  at  an 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year* 

Dr.  Swift  fomewhere  fays,  that  he  who  could  make  t\vr> 
blades  of  grafs  grow  where  but  one  grew  before,  was  a  greater 
benefactor  to  the  human  race  than  all  the  politicians  that  ever 
exifted.  This  prince,  who  would  have  been  deified  by  anti- 
quity, who  would  have  been  ranked  with  Ofiris,  and  Bacchus, 
and  Ceres,  and  the  divinities  moft  propitious  to  men,  was,  for 
thofe  very  merits,  by  name  attacked  by  the  Company's  go- 
vernment, as  a  cheat,  a  robber,  a  traitor.  In  the  fame  breath 
in  which  he  was  accufed  as  a  rebel,  he  was  ordered  at  once  to 
furnim  5000  horfe.  On  delay^  or  (according  to  the  technical 
phrafe,  when  any  remonftrance  is  made  to  them)  "  on  cuafion? 
he  was  declared  a  violator  of  treaties,  and  every  thing  he  had 
was  to  be  taken  from  him.  Not  one  word,  however,  of  horfe 
in  this  treaty. 

The  territory  of  this  Fizulla  Khan,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  lefs 
than  the  county  of  Norfolk.  It  is  an  inland  country,  full 
feven  hundred  miles  from  any  fea  port,  and  not  diftinguiflied 
for  any  one  confiderable  branch  of  manufadure  whatfoever. 
From  this  territory  a  punctual  payment  was  made  to  the 
T.ritiih  Refident  of  150,000!;  fterling  a  year.  The  demand 

of 
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ef  cavalry,  without  a  fiiadow  or  decent  pretext  of  right, 
amounted  to  three  hundred  thoufand  a  year  more,  at  the 
Joweft  computation ;  and  it  is  ftated,  by  the  laft  perfon  Tent  to 
negotiate,  as  a  demand  of  little  ufe,  if  it  could  be  complied 
with;  but  that  the  compliance  was  impoffible,  as  it  amounted 
to  more  than  his  territories  could  fupply,  if  there  had  been 
jio  other  demand  upon  him — Four  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand pounds  a  year  from  an  inland  country  not  fo  large  as  Nor- 
folk! 

The  thing  mod  extraordinary  was,  to  hear  the  culprit  de- 
fend himfelf  from  the  imputation  of  his  virtues,  as  if  they  had 
been  the  blackeft  offences.  He  extenuated  the  fuperior  culti- 
vation of  his  country.  He  denied  its  population.  He  endea- 
voured to  prove  that  he  had  often  fent  back  the  poor  peafant 
that  fought  fhelter  with  him. — I  can  make  no  obfervation  on 
this. 

After  a  variety  of  extortions  and  vexations,  too  fatiguing  to 
you,  too  difgufting  to  me,  to  go  through  with,  they  found 
"  that  they  ought  to  be  in  a  better  flate  to  warrant  forcible 
means ;"  they  therefore  contented  themfelves  with  a  grofs  fum 
of  150,000!.  for  their  prefent  demand.  They  offered  him  in- 
deed an  indemnity  from  their  exactions  in  future,  for  30,000!. 
more  :  but  he  refuted  to  buy  their  fecurities,  pleading  (probably 
with  truth)  his  poverty:  but  if  the  plea  was  not  founded,  in 
my  opinion,  very  wifely ;  not  chufing  to  deal  my  more  in  that 
dangerous  commodity,  the  Company's  faith,  and  thinking  it 
better  to  oppofe  diftrefs  and  unarmed  obftinacy  to  uncoloured 
exaction,  than  to  fubjedl  himfelf  to  be  confidered  as  a  cheat,  if 
he  mould  make  a  treaty  in  the  leaft  beneficial  to  himfelf. 
Thus  they  executed  an  examplary  punifhment  on  Fizulla 
Khan  for  the  culture  of  his  country.  But,  confcious  that  the 
prevention  of  evils  is  the  great  object  of  all  good  regulation, 
they  deprived  him  of  the  means  of  increasing  that  criminal 
cultivation  in  future,  by  exhaufting  his  coffers;  and,  that  the 
population  of  his  country  mould  no  more  be  a  ftanding  re- 
F  3  proach 
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proach  and  libel  on  the  Company's  government,  they  bound 
him,  by  a  pofitive  engagement,  not  to  afford  any  fhelter  what- 
foever  to  the  farmers  and  labourers  who  ihould  feek  refuge  in 
his  territories,  from  the  exactions  of  the  Britifh  Refidents  in 
Oud.  When  they  had  done  all  this  effectually,  they  gave 
him  a  full  and  complete  acquittance  from  all  charges  of  rebel- 
lion, or  of  any  intention  to  rebel,  or  of  his  having  originally 
had  any  intereft  in,  or  any  means  of  rebellion. 

Thefe  intended  rebellions  are  one  of  the  Company's  ftandr 
ing  refources.  When  money  has  been  thought  to  be  heaped 
tip  any  where,  its  owners  are  univerfally  accufed  of  rebellion, 
until  they  are  acquitted  of  their  money  and  their  treafons  at 
once.  The  money  once  taken,  all  accufation,  trial,  and  pu- 
nifhment  ends.  It  is  fo  fettled  a  refource,  that  I  rather  wonder 
how  it  comes  to  be  omitted  in  the  Directors'  account ;  but  I 
Take  it  for  granted  this  omiffion  will  be  fupplied  in  their  next 
edition.  The  Company  ftretch^d  this  refource  to,  the  full  ex- 
tent, when  they  accufed  two  old  women,  in  the  remoteft  corner 
of  India  (who  could  have  no  poffible  view  or  motive  to  raife 
diflurbances)  of  being  engaged  in  rebellion,  with  an  intent  .to 
drive  out  the  Englifh  .nation,  in  whofe  protection,  purchafed 
by  money  and  fecured  by  treaty,  retted  the  fole  hope  of  their 
exiflence.  But  the  Company  wanted  money,  and  the  old  wo- 
men mujl  be  guilty  of  a  plot. 

They  were  accufed  of  rebellion,  and  they  were  convicted  of 
wealth.  Twice  had  great  fums  been  extorted  from  them,  and 
as  often  had  the  Britifli  faith  guaranteed  the  remainder.  A 
body  of  Britim  troops,  with  one  of  the  military  farmers  ge- 
neral at  their  head,  was  fent  to  fe'r/e  upon  the  caflle  in  which 
thefe  helplefs  women  refided.  Their  chief  eunuchs,  who  were 
their  agents,  their  guardians,  protectors,  perfons  of  high  rank, 
according  to  the  Eaftern  manners,  and  of  great  trult,  were 
thrown  into  dungeons,  to  make  them  difcover  their  hidden 
treafures;  and  there  they  lie  at  prefent.  The  lands  afligned 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  women  were  feized  and  confifcaied. 
3  Their 
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Their  jewels  and  effects  were  taken,  and  fet  up  to  a  pretended 
au£Hon  in  an  obfcure  place,  and  bought  at  fuch  a  price  as  the 
gentlemen  thought  proper  to  give.  No  account  has  ever  been 
tranfmitted  of  the  articles  or  produce  of  this  fale.  What 
money  was  obtained  is  unknown,  or  what  terms  was  ftipulated 
for  the  maintenance  of  thefe  defpoiled  and  forlorn  creatures  ; 
for  by  fome  particulars  it  appears  as  if  an  engagement  of  the 
kind  was  made. 

Let  me  here  remark,  once  for  all,  that  though  the  act  of 
1773  requires  that  an  account  of  all  proceedings  fliould  be  dili- 
gently tranfmitted,  that  this,  like  all  the  other  injunctions  of 
the  law,  is  totally  defpifed;  and  that  half,  at  leaft,  of  the  moft 
important  papers  are  intentionally  withheld. 

I  wifh  you,  Sir,  to  advert  particularly,  in  this  tranfa&ion, 
to  the  quality  and  the  numbers  of  the  perfons  fpoiled,  and  the 
inftruments  by  whom  that  fpoil  was  made.  Thefe  ancient 
matrons,  called  the  Begums  or  Princefles,  were  of  the  firft 
birth  and  quality  in  India,  the  one  mother,  the  other  wife,  of 
the  late  Nabob  of  Oud,  Sujah  Dowlah,  a  Prince  pofTefled  of 
extenfive  and  flouriming  dominions,  and  the  fecond  man  in  the 
Mogul  empire.  The  Prince  (fufpicious,  and  not  unjuftly 
fulpicious,  of  his  fon  and  fucceflbr)  at  his  death  committed  his 
treasures  and  his  family  to  the  Britiih  faith.  That  family  and 
houfehold,  confifted  of  tv,'s  thousand  u;ome)iy  to  which  were 
added,  two  other  feraglios  of  near  kindred,  and  faid  to  be  ex- 
tremely numerous,  and  (as  I  am  well  informed)  of  about  four- 
fcore  of  the  Nabob's  children,  with  all  eunuchs,  the  ancient  fer- 
vants,  and  a  multitude  of  the  dependents  of  his  fplendid  court. 
Thefe  were  all  to  be  provided,  for  prefent  maintenance  and 
future  eftablifhment,  from  the  lands  affigried  as  dower,  and 
from  the  treaiures  which  he  left  to  thefe  matrons,  in  truft  for 
the  whole  family. 

So  far  as  to  the  objects  of  the  fpoil.     The  inftrument  chofen 

by  Mr.  Raftings  to  defpoil  the  relicl  of  Sujah  Dowlah,   was 

her  own  fon,  the  reigning  Nabob  of  Oud.      It  was  the  pious 

F  4  hand 
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hand  of  a  fon  that  was  felected  to  tear  from  his  mother  and 
grandmother  the  provifion  of  their  age,  the  maintenance  of  his 
brethren,  rvnd  of  all  the  ancient  houfehold  of  his  father.  [Here 
a  laugh  from  fome  young  members.]  The  laugh  is  feafonabk, 
and  the  occailon  decent  and  proper. 

By  the  laft  advices,  fomething  of  the  fum  extorted  remained 
unpaid.  The  women  in  defpair  refufe  to  deliver  more,  vmlefs 
their  lands  are  reftored,  and  their  minifters  releaied  from  prifon; 
but  Mr.  Haaings  and  his  Council,  ftf  ady  to  their  point,  and 
confident  to  the  laft  in  their  conduct,  write  to  the  Refident  to 
Simulate  the  fon  to  accompliih  the  filial  acts  he  had  brought 
fo  near  to  their  perfection.  "  We  defire,"  fay  they,  in  their 
letter  to  the  Refident  (written  fo  lale  as  March  lull)  "  that 
you  will  inform  us  if  any,  and  what,  means  have  been  taken  for 
recovering  the  balance  due  from  the  Pcgu:n  .it  Fiz- 

abad;  and  that,  if  neceiiary,  you  m'-.v.  -',ier  to, 

enforce  the  moft  effeftual  mtuns  for  that  pur}-' 

What  their  effectual  means  of  enforcing  dema;, 
men  of  high  rank  and  condition  are,  1  mail  mew  you, 
a  few  minutes;  when  I  reprefent  to  you  another  of  tliefe  ploc* 
and  rebellions,  which  always,  in  India,  though  fo  rarely  any 
where  elfe,  are  the  offspring  of  an  eafy  condition,  and  hoarded 
riches. 

Benares  is  the  capital  city  of  the  Indian  religion.  It  is  re- 
garded as  holy  by  a  particular  and  diftinguifhed  fanctity  ;  and 
the  Gentus  in  general  think  themfelves  as  much  obliged  to  viftt 
it  once  in  their  lives  as  the  Mahometans  to  perform  their  pil- 
grimage to  Mecca.  By  this  means  that  city  grew  great  in 
commerce  and  opulence;  and  fo  effectually  was  it  fee u red  by 
the  pious  veneration  of  that^  people,  that  in  all  violences  of 
power,  there  was  fo  fure  an  afylum,  both  for  poverty  and 
weajth,  (as  it  were  under  a  divine  protection)  that  the  wifefl 
laws  and  beft-aflured  free  conftitution  could  not  better  provide 
for  the  relief  of  the  one,  or  the  fafety  of  the  other  ;  and  this 
tranquillity  influenced  to  the  greateft  degree  the  profperity  of 

"  all 
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all  the  country,  and  the  territory  of  which  it  was  the  capital. 
The  intereft  of  money  there  was  not  more  than  half  the  ufual 
rate  in  which  it  flood  in  all  other  places.  The  Reports  have 
fully  informed  you  of  the  means  and  of  the  terms  in  which 
this  city  and  territory  called  Gazipour,  of  which  it  was 
the  head,  came  under  the  fovereignty  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany. 

If  ever  there  was  a  fubordinate  dominion  plea&ntly  cir- 
cumfbnced  to  the  fuperior  power,  it  was  this :  a  large  rent  or 
tribute,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
pounds  a  year,  was  paid  in  monthly  inftalments  with  the 
punctuality  of  a  dividend  at  the  Bank.  If  ever  there  was  a 
Prince  who  could  not  have  an  intereft  in  difturbances,  it  was 
its  fovereign,  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing.  He  was  in  pofleflion  of 
the  capital  of  his  religion,  and  a  willing  revenue  was  paid  by 
the  devout  people  who  reforted  to  him  from  all  parts.  His  fo- 
vereignty and  his  independence,  except  his  tribute,  was  fecured 
by  every  tie.  Uis  territory  was  not  much  lefs  than  half  of 
Ireland,  and  Uifplayed,  in  all  parts,  a  degree  of  cultivation, 
eafe,  and  plenty,  under  his  frugal  and  paternal  management, 
which  left  them  nothing  to  defire,  either  for  honour  or  fatis- 
faclion. 

This  was  the  light  in  which  this  country  appeared  to  al- 
moft  every  eve.  But  Mr.  Haftings  beheld  it  aikance.  Mr. 
Haft  ings  tells  us,  that  it  was  reported 'of  this  Cheit  Sing,  that 
his  father  left  him  a  million  fterling,  and  that  he  made  annual, 
acceflior.s  to  the  hpard.  Nothing  could  be  fo  obnoxious  to  in- 
digent power.  So  much  wealth  could  not  be  innocent.  The 
Houfe  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  unfounded  and  unjuft  re- 
quifitions  which  were  made  upon  this, Prince.  The  queftion 
has  been  moil  ably  and  conclufively  cleared  up  in  one  of  the 
Reports  of  the  Select  Co  nmittee,  and  in  an  anfwer  to  the 
Court  of  Directors  to  an  extraordinary  publication  againft 
them  by  their  fervant,  Mr.  Haftings.  But  I  mean  to  pafs  by 
thefe  exactions,  as  if  they  were  perfectly  juft  and  regular; 

and, 
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and,  having  admitted  them,  I  take  what  I  (hall  now  trouble 
you  with,  only  as  it  ferves  to  fhew  the  fpirit  of  the  Company's 
government,  the  mode  in  which  it  is  carried  on,  and  the 
maxims  on  which  it  proceeds. 

Mr.  Haftings,  from  whom  I  take  the  doctrine,  endeavours 
to  prove  that  Cheit  Sing  was  no  fovereign  Prince;  but  a  mere 
zemindar  or  common  iubject,  holding  land  by  rent.  If  this 
be  granted  to  him,  it  is  next  to  be  feen  under  what  terms  he  is 
of  opinion  fuch  a  landholder,  that  is  a  Britifh  fubject,  holds  his 
life  and  property  under  the  Company's  government.  It  is 
proper  to  underitand  well  the  doctrines  of  the  perfon  whole 
administration  has  lately  received  fuch  diflinguilhed  approba- 
tion from  the  Company.  His  doctrine  is,  "  that  the  Com- 
pany, or  the  perfon  delegated  by  it,  holds  an  abfolute  authority 
over  fuch  zemindars;  that  he  (fuch  a  fubject)  owes  an  implicit 
and  unrefirved  obedience  to  its  authority,  at  the  forfeiture  even 
of  his  life  and  property,  at  the  DISCRETION  of  thofe  who  held 
or  fully  reprefented  the  fovereign  authority;  and  that  thefe 
rights  artfully  delegated  to  him,  Mr.  Raftings." 

Such  is  a  Britifti  Governor's  idea  of  the  condition  of  a  great 
zemindar  holding  under  a  Britifli  authority;  and  this  kind  of 
authority,  he  fuppofes,  fully  delegated  to  him ;  though  no  fuch 
delegation  appears  in  any  commiffion,  inftruction,  or  act  of 
parliament.  At  his  difcretion  he  may  demand,  of  the  fubftance 
of  any  zemindar  over  and  above  his  rent  or  tribute,  even 
what  he  pleafes,  with  a  fovereign  authority  ;  and  if  he  tioes  not 
yield  an  implicit,  unreferved  obedience  to  all  his  commands,  he 
forfeits  his  lands,  his  life,  and  his  property,  at  Mr.  Haitings's 
difcretion.  But,  extravagant  and  even  frantic  as  thefe  pofitions 
appear,  they  are  leis  lo  than  what  I  (hall  now  read  to  you ;  for 
he  aflerts,  that  if  any  one  fhould  urge  an  exemption  from  more 
than  a  ftated  payment,  or  fliould  confider  the  deeds  which 
pafled  between  him  and  the  board,  "  as  bearing  the  quality  and 
force  of  a  treaty  between  equal  ftates,"  he  fays,  "  that  fuch  3,11 
opinion  is  itfelf  criminal  to  the  ftate  of  which  he  is  a  fubject-^ 

and 
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and  that  he  was  himfelf  amenable  to  its  juftice,  if  he  gave 
countenance  to  fuch  a  belief?  Here  is  a  new  fpecies  of  crime 
invented,  that  of  countenancing  a  belief;  but  a  belief  of  what  ? 
A  belief  of  that  which  the  Court  of  Directors,  Haftings's  maf- 
ters,  and  a  Committee  of  this  Houfe,  have  decided  as  this 
Prince's  indifputable  right. 

But  fuppofmg  the  Rajah  of  Benares  to  be  a  mere  fubject, 
and  that  fubject  a  criminal  of  the  higheft  form ;  let  us  fee  what 
courfe  was  taken  by  an  upright  Englifli  magiftrate.  Did  he 
cite  this  culprit  before  his  tribunal?  Did  he  make  a  charge? 
Did  he  produce  witnefles  ?  Thefe  are  not  forms ;  they  are 
parts  of  fubftantial  and  eternal  juftice.  No,  not  a  word  of  all 
this.  Mr.  Haftings  concludes  him,  in  bis  own  mind,  to  be 
guilty ;  he  makes  this  conclufton  on  reports,  on  hear-fays,  on 
appearances,  on  rumours,  on  conjectures,  on  preemptions ; 
and  even  thefe  never  once  hinted  to  the  party,  nor  publicly  to 
any  being,  till  the  whole  bufmefs  was  done. 

But  the  Governor  tells  you  his  motive  for  this  extraordinary 
proceeding,  fo  contrary  to  every  mode  of  juftice  towards  either 
a  prince  or  a  fubject,  fairly  and  without  difguife;  and  he  puts 
into  your  hands  the  key  of  his  whole  conduct :  "  I  will  fup- 
pofe,  for  a  moment,  that  I  have  acted  with  unwarrantable 
rigour  towards  Cheit  Sing,  and  even  with  injuftice.  Let  my 
MOTIVE  be  confulted.  I  left  Calcutta,  imprefled  with  a  be- 
lief that  extraordinary  means  were  necefiary,  and  thofe  exerted 
with  a  Jlcady  band,  to  preferve  the  Company's  inter  efts  from 
Jinking  under  the  accumulated  weight  which  opprejjed  them,  I  faw 
a  political  neceffity  for  curbing  the  overgrown  power  of  a  gfeat 
member  of  their  dominion,  and  for  making  it  contribute  to  the 
reKtfoflknr  frfjhig  exigencies."  This  is  plain  fpeaking;  after 
this,  it  is  no  wonder"  that  the  Rajah's  wealth  and  his  oftence, 
th-  ir.-ceifities  of  the  judge,  and  the  opulence  of  the  delinquent, 
me  never  ieparated,  through  the  whole  of  Mr.  Haftings's  apo- 
*'  The  juftice  and  policy  of  exacting  a  large  pecuniary 
The  refolution  "  to  draw  from  his  guilt  the  means  of 
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relief  to  the  Company  s  d\fireffe$?  His  determination  "  to  make 
Jhim  fay  largely  for- his  pardon,  <Jr  to  execute  a  fevere  vengeance 
for  paft  delinquency*"  That  "  a?  his  wealth  was  great,  and  the 
Company  s  exigencies  preffmg,  he  thought  it  a  meafure  of  juftice 
and  policy  to  exacl:  from  him  a  large  pecuniary  mulct  for  their 
relief?  The  fum  (fays  Mr.  Wheeler,  bearing  evidence,  at  his 
defire,  to  his  intentions)  "  to  which  the  Governor  declared  his 
refolution  to  extend  his  fine,  was  forty  or  fifty  .lacks,  that  is, 
four  or  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds',  and  that  if  he  refufed,  he 
was  to  be  removed  from  his  zetnindary  entirely  ;  or  by  taking 
poflefTion  of  his  forts,  to  obtain,  but  of  the  treafure  depojited  in 
them,  the  above  fum  for  the  Company." 

Crimes  fo  convenient,  crimes  fo  politic,  crimes  fo  neceflary, 
crimes  fo  alleviating  of  diftrefs,  can  never  be  wanting  to  thofe 
who  ufe  no  procefs,  and  who  produce  no  proofs. 

But  there  is  another  ferioHS  part  (what  is  not  for)  in  this 
affair.  Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  power  for  which  Mr.  Raftings 
contends,  a  power  which  no  fovcreign  ever  did,  or  can  veil  in 
any  of  his  fubje&s,  namely,  his  own  ibvereign  authority,  to  be 
conveyed  by  the  a6t  of  parliament  to  any  man,  or  body  of 
men,  whatfoever;  it  certainly  was  never  given  to  Mr.  Haf- 
tings.  The  powers  given  by  the  act  of  1773  were  formal  and 
official ;  they  were  given,  not  to  the  Governor  General,  but  to 
the  major  vote  of  the  Board,  as  a  board,  on  difcuflion  amongft 
themielves,  in  their  public  character  and  capacity ;  and  their 
a£ls  in  that  character  and  capacity  were  to  be  afeerta'med  by 
records  and  minutes  of  Council.  The  defpotic  adh  exercifed 
by  Mr.  Haftings  were  done  merely  in  his  private  character  ; 
and,  if  they  had  been  moderate  and  juft,  would  fHll  be  the 
a6ls  of  an  ufurped  authority,  and  without  any  one  of  the  legal 
modes  of  proceeding  which  could  give  him  competence  for  the 
moft  trivial  exertion  of  power.  There  was  no  propofition  or 
deliberation  whatfoever  in  council,  no  minute  on  record,  by 
circulation  or  other  wife,  to  authorize  his  proceedings.  No 
delegation  of  power  to  impofe  a  fine,  or  take  any  ftep  to  de~ 
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prive  the  Rajah  of  Benares  of  his  government,  his  property,  or 
fcis  liberty.  The -minutes  of  confutation  affign  to  his  jour- 
ney a  totally  different  object,  duty,  and- deftination.  Mr. 
Wheehr,  at  his  defire,  tells  us,  Jong  after,  that  he  had  a  confi- 
dential conversion  with  him  CHI  various  fubjects,  of  which 
this  was  the  principal,  in  which  Mr.  Hailings  notified  to  him 
his  fecret  intentions ;  «  and  that  he  befpvke  his  fupport  of  the 
raeafures  which  he  intended  to  purfue  towards  him"  (the  Ra-  . 
jah.)  This  confidential  difcourfe,  and  befyeiMtrg  of  fupport, 
could  give  him  no  power,  in  oppofition  to  an  exprefs  act  of 
parliament^  and  the  whole  tenour  of  the  order  of  the  Court  of 
Directors. 

In  what  manner  the  powers  thus  ufurped  were  employed,  is 
known  to  the  whole  -world.  All  the  Houfe  knows,  that  the 
defign  on  the  Rajah  proved  as  unfruitful  as  it  was  violent. 
The  unhappy  prince  was  expelled,  and  his  more  unhappy 
country  was  -enflaved  and  ruined ;  hut  not  a  rupee  was  ac- 
quired. Infteadof  treafure  to  recruit  the  Company's  finances, 
wafted  by  their  wanton  wars  and  corrupt  jobs,  they  were 
plunged  into  a  new  war,  which  ihook  their  power  in  India  to 
its  foundation,  and,  to  ufe  the  Governor's  own  happy 
fimile,-  might  have  difiblved  it  like  a  magic  ftructure,  if  the 
talifman  had  been  broken. 

But  the  fuccefs  is  no  part  of  my  confideratioa,  who  fhould 
think  juft  the  fame  of  this  bufmefs,  if  thefpoil  of  one  Rajah 
had  been  fully  acquired,  and  faithfully  applied  to  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  twenty  other  Rajahs.  Not  on!  y  the  arreft  of  the  Rajak 
in  his  palace  was  unneceflary  and  unwarrantable,  and  calcu- 
lated to  Air  up  any  manly  blood  which  remained  in  his  fub- 
je&s;  but  the  defpotic  ftyle,  and  the  extreme  infolence  of  lan- 
•guage  and  demeanour,  ufed  to  a  perfon  of  great  condition 
among  the  politeft  people  in  the  world,  was  intolerable.  No- 
thing aggravates  tyranny  To  much  as  contumely.  Quicqnid ' 
juperbia  in  contume/ns  was  charged  by  a  great  man  of  antiquity, 
as  a  principal  head  of  ofl'ence  againil  the  Governor  General  of 

that 
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day.  The  unhappy  people  were  ftill  more  infulted.  A  rela- 
tion, but  an  enemy  to  the  family,  a  notorious  robber  and  villain, 
called  Uffaun  Sing,  kept  as  a  hawk  in  a  mew,  to  fly  upon  this 
nation,  was  fet  up  to  govern  there,  inftead  of  a  prince  honoured 
and  beloved.  But  when  the  bufmefs  of  infult  was  ac- 
complifhed,  the  revenue  was  too  ferious  a  concern  to  be  in- 
trufted  to  fuch  hands.  Another  was  fet  up  in  his  place  as 
guardian  to  an  infant. 

But  here,  Sir,  mark  the  effect  of  all  thefe  extraordinary  means, 
of  all  this  policy  and  juftice.  The  revenues  which  had  beea 
hitherto  paid  with  fuch  aftoniming  punctuality,  fell  into 
arrear.  The  new  prince  guardian  was  depofed  without  cere- 
mony ;  and  with  as  little,  caft  into  prifon.  The  government 
of  that  once-happy  country  has  been  in  the  utinoft  confufion 
ever  fmce  fuch  good  order  was  taken  about  it.  But,  to  com- 
plete the  contumely  offered  to  this  undone  people,  and  to  make 
them  feel  their  fervitude  in  all  its  degradation,  and  all  its  bit- 
ternefs,  the  government  of  their  facred  city,  the  government 
of  that  Benares  which  had  been  fo  refpedled  by  Perfian  and 
Tartar  conquerors,  though  of  the  Muffulman  perfuafion,  that, 
even  in  the  plenitude  of  their  pride,  power,  and  bigotry,  no 
magiftrate  of  that  fed~t  entered  the  place,  was  now  delivered 
over  by  Englifli  hands  to  a  Mahometan;  and  an  Ali  Ibrahim 
Khan  was  introduced,  under  the  Company's  authority,  with 
power  of  life  and  death,  into  the  fan&uary  of  the  Gentu  reli» 
gion. 

After  this,  the  taking  off  a  flight  payment,  chearfully  made 
by  pilgrims  to  a  chief  of  their  own  rights,  was  reprefented  as  a 
mighty  benefit.  It  remains  only  to  fhew,  through  the  con- 
duit in  this  bufinefs,  the  fpirit  of  the  Company's  government, 
and  the  refpect  they  paid  towards  other  prejudices  not  lefs  re- 
garded in  the  Eaft  than  thofe  of  religion  ;  I  mean  the  reverence 
paid  to  the  female  fex  in  general,  and  particularly  to  women  of 
high  rank  and  condition.  During  the  general  confufion  of  the 
country  of  Gazipore,  Parma,  the  mother  of  Cheit  Sing,  was 

lodged 
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lodged  with  her  train  in  a  caftle  called  Bidge  Gur,  in  which 
were  likewife  depofited  a  large  portion  of  the  treafures  of  her 
fon,  or  more  probably  her  own.  To  whomfoever  they  be- 
longed was  indifferent ;  for,  though  no  charge  of  rebellion  was 
made  on  this  woman  (which  was  rather  iingular,  as  it  would 
have  coft  nothing)  they  were  refolved  to  fecure  her  with  her 
fortune.  The  caftle  was  befieged  by  Major  Popham. 

There  was  no  great  reafon  to  apprehend  that  foldiers  ill 
paid,  that  foldiers  who  thought  they  had  been  defrauded  of 
their  plunder  on  former  fervices  of  the  fame  kind,  would  not 
have  been  fufficiently  attentive  to  the  fpoil  they  were  expreffly 
come  for;  but  the  gallantry  and  generofity  of  the  profeflum 
was  juftly  fufpe&ed,  as  being  likely  to  let  bounds  to  military 
rapacioufnefs.  The  Company's  firft  civil  magiftrate  difcovered 
the  greateft  uneafmefs,  left  the  women  iliould  have  any  thing 
preferved  to  them.  Terms,  tending  to  put  fome  reftraint  on 
military  violence,  were  granted.  He  writes  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Popham,  referring  to  fome  letter  written  before  to  the  fame 
efFeft,  which  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen ;  but  it  fhews  his 
anxiety  on  this  fubjeft.  Hear  himfelf: — "  I  think  every  demand 
(he  has  made  on  you,  except  that  of  fafety  and  refpedl  to  her 
perfon,  is  unrealbnable.  If  the  reports  brought  to  me  are  true, 
your  rejecting  her  offers,  or  any  negotiation,  would  foon  obtain 
you  the  fort  upon  your  own  terms.  I  apprehend  fhe  will  attempt 
to  defraud  the  captors  of  a  confeder able  tart  of  their  booty,  Ly  being 
fufferedto  retire  without  examination.  But  this  is  your  concern, 
not  mine.  I  fhould  be  very  furry  that  your  officers  and  foldiera 
loft  any  part  of  the  reward  to  which  they  are  fo  well  entitled ; 
but  you  muft  be  the  beft  judge  of  the  prom'ifed  indulgence  to 
the  Ranny  :  what  you  have  engaged  for  I  will  certainly  ratify ; 
but  as  to  fuffering  tho  Ranny  to  hold  the  purgunna  of  Hcr- 
lich,  or  any  other  zemindary,  without  being  fubjedl  to  the 
authority  of  the  zemindar,  or  any  lands  u/jatfcever,  or  indeed 
making  any  condition  with  her  for  a  prtvijion,  I  will  ne^tr 
conffnt." 

Here 
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Here  your  Governor  ftimulates  a   rapacious  and  licentious 
foldiery  to  the  perfonal  fearch  of  women,  left  thefe  unhappy 
creatures  fhould  avail  thcmfelves  of  the  protection  of  their  lex 
to  fecure  any  fupply  for  their  neceflities ;  and  he  pofitively  or- 
ders that  no  ftipulation  fhould  be  made  for  any  proviiion  for 
them.     The  widow  and  mother  of  a  prince,  well  informed  of 
her  miferable  fituation,  and  the  caufe  of  it,   a  woman  of  this 
rank   became  a   iuppliant   to    the  domeftic   fervant   of   Mr. 
Haftings;  (they  are  his  own  words  that  I  read;)  "imploring 
his  interceflion,  that  me  may  be  relieved  from  the  hard/hips  and 
danger s  of  her  prefcnt  fituation ;  and   offering  to  furrender  the 
fort,  and  the  treafure  and  valuable  effcfls  contained  in  it,   pro- 
vided me  can  be  affured  of fafcty  and  protcflion  to  Lcr  perfon  and 
honour •,  and  to  that  of  her  family  and  attendants."     He  is  fa 
good  as  to  confent  to  this,  "  provided  fhe  furrenders  every 
thing  of  value,  with  the  referve  only  of  fuch  articles  as  you  fliall 
think  mccffary  to  her  condition,  or  as  you  yourfelf  fliall  be 
difpofed  to  indulge  her  with.     But  mould  me  refufe  to  execute 
the  promife  fhe  has  made,  or  delay    it  beyond   the  term   of 
twenty-four  hours,  it  is  my ptfitive  injunction,  that  you  imme- 
diately put  a  ftop  to  any  farther  intercourfe  or  negotiation 
with  her,  and  on  no  pretext  renew  it.     If  me  difappoints  or 
trifles  \vith  me,  after  I  have  fubjecled  my  Ducn  to  the  difgrace 
of  returning  ineffectually,  and  of  courfe  myfelf  to  difcredit,  I 
mail  conflder  it  as  a  ivanton  affront  and  indignity,    ivhich  I  cart 
never  forgive,  nor  will  I  grant  her  any  conditions  whatever, 
but  leave  her  expofed  to  tbofe  dangers  which  flie  has  chofen  to 
rifk,  rather  than  trufl  to  the  clemency  and  generofity  of  our 
government.     I  think  fhe  cannot  be  ignorant  of  thefe  confe- 
quences,  and  will  not  venture  to  incur  them;  and  it  is  for  this 
reafon  I  place  a  dependance  on  her  offers,  and  have  confented  to 
fend  my  Duan  to  her."     The  dreadful  fee  ret  hinted  at  by  the 
merciful  Governor  in  the  latter  part  of  the  letter,  is  well  un- 
derflood  in  India;  where  thofe  who  fuffcr  corporeal  indignities, 
generally  expiate  the  offences  of  others  \viih  their  own  blood* 

However, 
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However,  in  fpite  of  all  thefe,  the  temper  of  the  military  did, 
ibme  way  or  other,  operate.  They  came  to  terms  which  have 
never  been  tranfmitted.  It  appears  that  a  fifteenth /w  cent,  of 
the  plunder  was  referved  to  the  captives,  of  which  the  unhappy 
mother  of  the  prince  of  Benares  was  to  have  a  fhare.  This 
ancient  matron,  born  to  better  things — [A  laugh  from  certain 
young  gentlemen] — I  fee  no  caufe  for  this  mirth.  A  good  au- 
thor of  antiquity  reckons,  among  the  calamities  of  his  time, 
Ncbilijjimurum  fa:mlnari<m  cxllia  ct  fugas.  I  fay,  Sir,  this  an- 
cient lady  was  compelled  to  quit  her  houfe  with  three  hundred 
helplefs  women,  and  a  multitude  of  children  in  her  train;  but 
the  lower  fort  in  the  camp,  it  feem£,  could  not  be  retrained. 
They  did  not  forget  the  good  leflbns  of  the  Governor  General. 
They  were  unwilling  "  to  be  defrauded  of  a  confiderable  part 
of  their  booty,  by  fuffering  them  topafs  without  examination." 
They  examined  them,  Sir,  with  a  vengeance;  and  the  facred 
protection  of  that  awful  character,  Mr.  Haflings's  maitr» 
d'hote],  could  not  fecure  them  from  infult  and  plunder.  Here 
is  Popham's  narrative  of  the  affair: — "  The  Ranni  came  out 
of  the  fort,  with  her  family  and  dependants,  the  loth,  at 
night,  owing  to  which,  fuch  attention  was  not  paid  to  her  as  I 
wifhed ;  and  I  am  exceedingly  forry  to  inform  you,  that  the 
licentioufnels  of  our  followers  was  beyond  the  bounds  of  con- 
trol;  for,  notwithstanding  all  I  could  do,  her  people  were 
plundered  on  the  road  of  moft  of  the  things  which  they 
brought  out  of  the  fort,  by  which  means  one  of  the  articles 
of  furrender  has  been  much  infringed.  The  diftrefs  I  have 
felt  upon  this  occafion  cannot  be  exprefTed,  and  can  only  be  al- 
layed by  a  firm  performance  of  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty, 
which  I  mall  make  it  my  bufmefs  to  enforce/' 

After  this  comes,  in  his  due  order,  Mr.  Haftings,  who  is 
full  of  forrow  and  indignation,  &c.  &c.  See.  according  to  the 
beft  and  moft  authentic  precedents  eftablifhed  upon  fuch  occa- 
fion s. 

VOL.  H.  G  A  great 
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A  great  mafter,  Mr.  Huttings,  has  himfelf  been  at  the  pains 
of  drawing  a  picture  of  one  of  thefe  countries*  I  mean  th« 
province  and  city  of  Farruckabad.  There  is  no  reafon  to 
queftion  his  knowledge  of  the  fa6ts;  and  his  authority  (on  this 
point  at  leaft)  is  above  all  exception,  as  well  for  the  ftateof  the 
country,  as  for  the  caufe.  In  this  minute  of  confultation,  Mr. 
Haftings  defcribes  forcibly  the  conferences  which  arife  from 
the  degradation  into  which  we.  have  funk  the  native  govern- 
ment. "  The  total  want  (fays  he,  of  all  order,  regularity,  or 
authority,  in  his  (the  Nabob  of  P'arruckabad's)  government, 
and  to  which,  among  other  obvious  caufes,  it  may  no  doubt  be 
owing,  that  the  country  of  Farruckabad  is  become  almoft  an 
entire  ivafte,  without  cultivation  or  inhabitants ;  that  the  capital, 
which,  but  a  very  fhort  time  ago,  was  diftinguimed  as  one  of 
the  moft  populous  and  opulent  commercial  cities  in  Hindoftan, 
at  prefent  exhibits  nothing  but  femes  of  the  mojl  wretched  po- 
verty,defclation,  and mifcry;  and  that  the  Nabob  himfelf,  though 
in  the  pofleffionof  a  tra6t  of  country,  which,  with  only  com- 
mon caie,  is  notoriously  capable  of  yielding  an  annual  revenue 
of  between  thirty  and  forty  lacks,  (three  or  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds)  with  no  military  eftablijhment  to  maintain,  fcarcely 
commands  the  means  of  a  barefubfiftence? 

This  is  a  true  and  unexaggerated  picture,  not  only  of  Far- 
ruckabad, but  of  at  leaft  three-fourths  of  the  country  which 
we  poflefs,  or,  rather,  lay  wafte,  in  India.  Now,  Sir,  the 
Hoafe  will  be  defirous  to  know  for  what  purpofe  this  picture 
was  drawn.  It  was  for  a  purpofe,  I  will  not  fay  laudable,  bur. 
neceflury,  that  of  taking  the  unfortunate  prince  and  his  coun- 
try out  of  the  hands  of  a  fequeftrator  fent  thither  by  the  Na- 
bob of  Oud,  the  mortal  enemy  of  the  prince  thus  ruined, 
.aid  to  protea  him  by  means  of  a  Britifh  Refident,  ™ho  might 
carry  his  complaints  to  the  fuperior  Refident  at  Oud,  ortranf- 
wit  them  to  Calcutta.  But  mark  how  the  reformer  perfifted 
in  his  reformation.  The  effe&  of  the  meafure  was  better  than 
was  probably  expefted.  The  prince  began  to  be  at  eafe;  the 

country 
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country  began  to  recover;  and  the  revenue  began  to  be  col- 
le&ed.  Thefe  were  alarming  circumftances.  Mr.  Haftings 
not  only  recalled  the  Refident,  but  he  entered  into  a  formal 
ftipulation  with  the  Nabob  of  Oud,  nerer  to  fend  an  Eng- 
lilh  fubjecl:  again  to  Farruckabad:  and  thus  the  country,  de* 
fcribed  as  you  have  heard  by  Mr.  Haftings,  is  given  up  for 
ever  to  the  very  perfons  to  whom  he  had  attributed  its  ruin, 
that  is,  to  the  Sezawals  or  fequeftrators  'of  the  Nabob  of 
Oud. 

It  is  only  to  complete  the  view  I  propofed  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Company,  with  regard  to  the  dependent  provinces,  that  I 
fliall  lay  any  thing  at  all  of  the  Carnatic,  which  is  the  icene,  if 
poflihle,  of  greater  diforder  than  the  northern  provinces.  Per- 
haps it  were  better  to  fay  of  this  center  and  metropolis  of  abufc^ 
whence  all  the  reft  in  India  and  in  England  diverge,  from 
whence  they  are  fed  and  methodized,  what  was  faid  of  Carthage, 
- — de  Carthagme  fatius  eft  Jtlerc  quam  parum  dicerc*  This  coun- 
try, in  all  its  denominations,  is  about  46,000  fquare  miles.  It 
may  be  affirmed  univerfally,  that  not  one  perfon  of  fubftance  or 
property,  landed,  commercial,  or  monied,  excepting  two  or 
three  bankers,  who  are  neceffary  depofits  and  diftributors  of  the 
general  fpoil,  is  left  in  all  that  region.  In  that  country  the 
moirlure,  the  bounty  of  Heaven,  is  given  but  at  a  certain  fea*> 
fon.  Before  the  aera  of  our  influence,  the  induftry  of  man 
carefully  hufbanded  that  gift  of  God.  The  Gentus  preferved, 
with  a  provident  and  religious  care,  the  precious  depofitof  the 
periodical  rain  in  refcrvoirs,  many  of  them  works  of  royal  gran- 
deur ;  and  from  thefe,  as  occafion  demanded,  they  fructified 
the  whole  country.  To  maintain  thefe  refervoirs,  and  to  keep 
up  an  annual  advance  to  the  cultivators,  for  feed  and  cattle, 
formed  a  principal  object  of  the  piety  and  policy  of  the  -priefts 
and  rulers  of  the  Gentu  religion. 

This  object  required  a  command  of  money;  and  there  was 

no  PolJam  or  caftle  which,  in  the  happy  days  of  the  Carnalic, 

was  -without  fooie  hoard  of  treafure^  by  which  the  governors 

G  '2,  were 
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were  enabled  to  combat  with  the  irregularity  of  the  feafons,ancl 
to  refift  or  to  buy  off  the  invafion  of  anenemy.  In  all  the  cities 
were  multitudes  of  merchants  and  bankers  for  all  occaiions  ot" 
monied  affiftance;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  native  princes 
were  in  condition  to  obtain  credit  from  them.  The  manufac- 
turer was  paid  by  the  return  of  commodities,  or  by  imported 
money,  and  not,  as  at  prefent,  in  the  taxes  that  had  been  origi- 
nally exacted  from  his  induftry.  In  aid  of  cafual  diftrefs,  the 
country  was  full  of  choultries,  which  were  inns  and  hofpitals, 
where  the  traveller  and  the  poor  were  relieved.  All  ranks  of 
people  had  their  place  in  the  public  concern,  and  their  fhare  in 
the  common  flock  and  common  profperity ;  but  the  chartered 
rights  of  men,  and  the  right  which  it  was  thought  proper  to  fet 
up  in  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  introduced  a  new  fyflem.  It  was 
their  policy  to  confider  hoards  of  money  as  crimes ;  to  regard 
moderate  rents  as  frauds  on  the  fovereign ;  and  to  view, 
in  their  lefler  princes,  any  vclaim  of  exemption  from  more  than 
fettled  tribute,  as  an  act  of  rebellion.  Accordingly  all  the 
caftles  were,  one  after  the  other,  plundered  and  deflroyed. 
The  native  princes  were  expelled ;  the  hofpitals  fell  to  ruin  ; 
the  refervoirs  of  water  went  to  decay ;  the  merchants,  bankers, 
and  manufacturers,  difappeared ;  and  fterility,  indigence,  and 
depopulation,  overfpread  the  face  of  thefe  once-flourifhing  pro- 
vinces. 

The  Company  was  very  early  fenfible  of  thefe  mifchiefs, 
and  of  their  true  caufe.  They  gave  precife  orders,  "  That 
the  native  princes,  called  Polygars,  mould  net  be  extirpated. 
That  the  rebellion  (fo  they  chofe  to  call  it)  of  the  Polygars, 
may,  they  fear,  with  too  much  jujiicc>  be  attributed  to  the  mal- 
adminiftration  of  the  Nobob's  collectors."  That  "  they  ob- 
ferve  with  concern,  that  their  troops  have  been  put  to  dif agree- 
able fervices."  They  might  have  ufed  a  flronger  expreffion 
without  impropriety.  But  they  make  amends  in  another 
place.  Speaking  of  the  Polygars,  the  Directors  fay,  that  "it 
was  repugnant  to  humanity  to  force  them  to  fuch  dreadful  ex- 
tremities 
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tremities  as  they  underwent"  That  fome  examples  of  feverity 
might  be  neceflary,  "  when  they  fell  into  the  ^  uids," 

and  not  by  the  deftruftion  of  the  country,  "  That  thy  jtar  his 
government  is  none  of  the  mlldejl\  and  that  there  is  great  cp- 
prejjion  in  collecting  his  revenues."  They  ftate,  that  the  wars 
in  which  he  has  involved  theCarnatic,  hud  been  a  caufe  of  its 
diftrefles.  "  That  thefe  diftrefles  have  been  certainly  great ; 
but  thofe  by  the  Nabetfs  oppreffion  we  believe  to  be  greater  than 
all."  Pray,  Sir,  attend  to  the  reafon  for  their  opinion,  that  the 
government  of  this  their  inftrument  is  more  calamitous  to 
the  country  than  the  ravages  of  war.  Becaufe,  fay  they, 
his  oppreffions  are  "  without  intermijjion.  The  others  are 
temporary;  by  all  which  '  opprcj/i^ns  we  believe  the  Nabob 
lias  great  wealth  in  flore."  From  this  {lore  neither  he  nor 
they  could  derive  any  advantage  whatfoever,  upon  the  inva- 
fion  of  Hyder  All  in  the  hour  of  their  greateft  calamity  and 
difmay. 

It  is  now  proper  to  compare  thefe  declarations  with  the 
Company's  conduct.  The  principal  reafon  which  they 
afligned  againft  the  extirpation  of  the  Polygars  was,  that  the 
weavers  were  protected  in  their  fortrefTes.  They  might  have 
added,  that  the  Company  itfelf,  which  ftung  them  to  death, 
had  been  warmed  in  the  bofom  of  thefe  unfortunate  princes : 
for,  on  the  taking  of  Madras  by  the  French,  it  was  in  their 
hofpitable  Pollams,  that  moft  of  the  inhabitants  found  refuge 
and  protection.  But,  notwithstanding  all  thefe  orders,  rea- 
fons,  and  declarations,  they  at  length  gave  an  indirect  fanc- 
tion,  and  permitted  the  ufe  of  a  very  direct  and  irrefiftible 
force,  to  meafures  which  the'y  had,  over  and  over  again,  de- 
clared to  be  falfe  policy,  cruel,  inhuman,  and  opprefiive. 
Having,  however,  forgot  all  attention  to  the  princes  and  the 
people,  they  remembered  that  they  had  fome  fort  of  intereft  in 
the  trade  of  the  country  ;  and  it  is  matter  of  curiofity  to  ob- 
ferve  the  protection  which  they  afforded  to  this  their  natural 
<?bject. 

C  Full 
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Full  of  anxious  cares  on  this  head,  they  direct,  "  that  in 
reducing  the  Polygars,  they  (their  fervants)  were  to  be  can- 
thus,  not  to  deprive  the  ^veavers  and  manufacturers  of  the  pro- 
tection they  often  met  with  in  the  ftrong  holds  of  the  Polygar 
countries ;"  and  they  write  to  their  inftrument,  the  Nabob  of 
Arcot,  concerning  thefe  poor  people  in  a  moil  pathetic  ftrain. 
"  We  entreat  your  Excellency,  fay  they,  in  particular,  to  make 
the  manufacturers  the  object  of  your  tendcrejl  care,  particu- 
larly when  you  root  out  the  Polygars,  you  do  not  deprive  the 
weavers  of  the  protection  'they  enjoyed  under  them."  When  they 
root  out  the  protectors  in  favour  of  the  oppreflbr,  they  fhew 
themfelves  religioufly  cautious  of  the  rights  of  the  protected. 
When  they  extirpate  the  fhepherd  and  the  fhepherd's  dogs, 
they  piouily  recommend  the  helplefs  flock  to  the  mercy,  and 
even  to  the  tcndcrcji  care,  of  the  wolf.  This  is  the  uniform 
itrain  of  their  policy,  ftrictly  forbidding,  and  at  the  fame  time 
itrenuoufly  encouraging  and  enforcing,  every  meafure  that  can 
ruin,  and  defolate  the  country  committed  to  their  charge. 
After  giving  the  Company's  idea  of  the  government  of  this 
their  infttument,  it  may  appear  fmgular,  but  it  is  perfectly 
confident  with  their  fyftem,  that,  befides  wafting  for  him, 
at  two  different  times,  the  moft  exquifite  fpot  upon  the  earth, 
Tanjore,  and  all  the  adjacent  countries,  they  have  even  volun- 
tarily put  their  own  territory,  that  is,  a  large  and  fine  country 
adjacent  to  Mad; as,  railed  their  Jaghire,  wholly  out  of  their 
projection  ;  and  have  continued  to  farm  their  fubjects,  and 
iheir  duties  towards  thefe  fubjects,  to  that  very  Nabob,  whom 
they  themfelve.s  eonilantly  reprefent  as  an  habitual  oppreiTor, 
and  a  relentlefs  tyrant.  T-liis  they  have  done  without  any 
pretence  of  ignorance  of  the  objects  of  oppreffion  for  which 
this  prince  has  thought  fit  to  become  their  renter;  for  he  has 
again  and  again  told  them,  that  it  is  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  ex- 
ercifmg  authority  he  holds  the  Jaghire  lands;  and  he  affirms, 
arid  I  believe  with  truth,  that  he  pays  more  for  that  territory 
than  the  revenues  yield.  This  deficiency  he  muft  make  up 
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from  his  other  territories ;  and  thus,  in  order  to  furnim  the 
means  of  opprefling  one  part  of  the  Carnatic,  he  is  led  to  op- 
prefs  all  the  reft. 

And  now  I  afk,  whether,  with  this  map  of  mifgovernment 
before  me,  I  can  fuppoie  myfelf  bound  by  my  vote  to  continue, 
upon  any  principles  of  pretended  public  faith,  the  management 
of  thefe  countries  in  thofe  hands.  If  I  kept  fuch  a  faith  (which 
in  reality  is  no  better  than  a  fides  latronum)  with  what  is 
called  the  Company,  I  muft  break  the  faith,  the  covenant,  the 
folemn,  original,  indifpenfable  oath,  in  which  I  am  bound,  by 
the  eternal  frame  and  constitution  of  things,  to  the  whole  hu- 
man race. 

As  I  hav-e  dwelt  fo  long  on  thefe  who  are  indirectly  under 
the  Company's  adminiilration,  I  will  endeavour  to  be  a  little 
fhorter  upon  the  countries  immediately  under  this  charter  go- 
vernment. Thefe  are  the  Bengal  provinces.  The  condition 
of  thefe  provinces  is  pretty  fully  detaikxl  in  the  Sixth  and 
Ninth  Reports,  and  in  their  Appendixes.  I  will  felect  only 
fuch  principles  and  inftances  as  are  broad  and  general.  To 
your  own  thoughts  I  fliall  leave  it,  to  furnifh  the  detail  of  op- 
preflions  involved  in  them.  I  fhall  ftate  to  you,  as  fhortly  as  I 
am  able,  the  conduct  of  the  Company :  firft,  towards  the 
landed  interefts;  next,  the  commercial  interefts;  thirdly,  the 
native  government ;  and  lailly,  to  their  own  government. 

Bengal,  and  the  provinces  that  are  united  to  it,  are  larger 
than  the  kingdom  of  France;  and  once  contained,  as  France 
does  contain,  a  great  and  independent  landed  intereft,  com- 
pofed  of  princes,  of  great  lords,  of  a  numerous  nobility  and 
gentry,  of  freeholders,  of  lower  tenants,  of  religious  communi- 
ties, and  public  foundations.  So  early  as  1769,  the  Com- 
pany's fervants  perceived  the  decay  into  which  thefe  provinces 
had  fallen  under  Englifti  adminiftration,  and  they  made  a  ftrong 
reprefentation  upon  this  decay,  and  what  they  apprehended  to 
be  the  caufes  of  it.  Soon  after  Mr.  Haftings  became  prefident 
of  Bengal.  Inllead  of  adminiftering  a  remedy,  upon  the  heels 
G  4  of 
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of  a  dreadful  famine,  in  the  year  1772,  the  fuccour  \vhich  the 
new  Prefulent  and  the  Council  lent  to  this  afflicted  nation, 
was, — fhall  I  be  believed  in  relating  it  ?  The  landed  intereft 
of  a  whole  kingdom,  of  a  kingdom  to  be  compared  to  France, 
was  fet  up  to  public  auction  !  They  fet  up  (Mr.  Haftings  let 
up)  the  whole  nobility,  gentry,  and  freeholders,  to  the  hjcjhefl 
bidder.  No  preference  was  given  to  the  ancient  proprietors. 
They  muft  bid  againft  every  ufurer,  every  temporary  adven- 
turer, every  jobber  and  fchemer,  every  fervant  of  every  Euro- 
pean, or  they  were  obliged  to  content  themfelves,  in  lieu  oif 
their  exten live  domains,  with  their  houfe,  and  fuch  a  penfion  as 
the  Hate  auctioneers  thought  fit  to  aflign.  In  this  general  ca- 
lamity, feveralof  thefirft  nobility  thought,  and  in  all  appear- 
ance juftly,  that  they  had  better  fubmit  to  the  neceflity  of  this 
penfion,  than  continue,  under  the  name  of  Zemindars,  the  ob- 
jects and  infkuments  of  a  fyftem,  by  which  they  ruined  their 
tenants,  and  were  ruined  thernfelves.  Another  reform  has 
fmce  come  upon  tb>e  back  of  the  iirft ;  and  a  penfion  having 
been  affigned  to  thefe  unhappy  perfons,  in  lieu  of  their  heredi- 
tary lands,  a  new  fcheme  of  ceconomy  has  taken  place,  and, 
deprived  them  of  that  penficn. 

The  menial  fervants  of  Englishmen,  perfons  (to  ufe  the 
emphatical  phrafe  of  a  ruined  and  patient  Eaftern  chief) 
fc  ivhofe  fathers  they  would  not  have  ,'h  with  the  dogs  of  their 
flock?  entered  into  their  patrimonial  lands.  Mr.  Haitings's 
banian  was,  after  this  auction,  -found  pofielTed  of  territories 
yielding  a  rent  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  a 
ye.ar. 

Such  an  univerfal  profcription,  \ipon  any  pretence,  has  few 
examples.  Such  a  profcription,  without  even  a  pretence  of 
delinquency,  has  none.  It  ftands  by  itfelf.  It  {lands  as  a 
monument  to  aftonifli  the  imagination,  to  confound  the  reafon 
-of  mankind.  I  confefs  to  you,  when  I  firft  came  to  know  this 
oufmefs  in  its  true  nature  and  extent,  my  furprife  did  a  little 
fufpend  my  indignation.  I  was  in  a  manner  ilupirled  by  the 
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defperate  boldnefs  of  a  few  obfcure  voting  men,  who,  having 
obtained,  by  ways  which  they  could  not  comprehend,  a  power, 
of  which  they  faw  neither  the  pnrpofes  nor  the  limits,  tofled 
about,  fub verted,  and  tore  to  pieces,  as  if  it  were  in  the  gam- 
bols of  a  boyim  unluckiuefs  and  malice,  the  mofl  enablifhed 
rights,  and  the  moft  ancient  and  moft  revered  injlitutions,  of 
ages  and  nations.  Sir,  I  wr:ll  not  now  trouble  you  with  any  ' 
detail  with  regard  to  what  they  have  fmce  done  with  thefe 
fame  lands  and  landholders;  only  to  inform  you,  that  nothing 
has  been  fullered  to  fettle  for  two  fcafons  together  upon  any 
bafis;  and  that  the  levity  and  inconflancy  of  thefe  mock  le- 
giilators  were  not  the  leafl  afflicting  parts  of  the  oppreffions  • 
fuffered  under  their  ufurpation;  nor  will  any  thing  give  {labi- 
lity to  the  property  of  the  natives,  but  an  adrniniilration  in 
England  at  once  protecting  ajid  flable.  The  country  fuftains, 
almofl  every  year,  the  mi  (cries  of  a  revolution.  At  prefent, 
all  is  uncertainty,  mifery,  and  confufion.  There  is  to  be  found 
through  thefe  vaft  regions  no  longer  one  landed  man,  who  is  a 
refource  for  voluntary  aid,  or  an  object  for  particular  rapine. 
Some  of  them  were,  not  long  fince,  great  princes;  they  pof- 
fefled  treafures,  they  levied  armies.  There  was  a  zemindar  in 
Bengal,  (I  forget  his  name)  that,  on  the  threat  of  an  invafion, 
fuppjied  the  Soubah  of  thefe  provinces  with  the  Joan  of  a  mil- 
lion iterling.  The  family  this  day  wants  credit  for  a  break- 
faft  at  the  bazar, 

1  !liall  now  fay  A  word  or  two  on,  the  Company's  care  of  the 
commercial  intereft  of  thofe  kingdoms.  As  it  appears  in  the 
Reports,  that  perfons  in  the  higheft  flations  in  Bengal  have 
adopted,  as  a  fixed  plan  of  policy,  the  destruction  of  all  inter- 
mediate dealers  between  the  Company  and  the  manufacturer, 
native  merchants  have  difappeared  of  courfe.  The  fpoil  of  the 
revL-nues  is  the  fole  capital  which  purchafes  the  produce  and 
manufactures;  and  through  three  or  four  foreign  companies 
ttarifmits  the  official  gains  of  individuals  to  Europe.  No  other 
Commerce  has  an  exigence  in  Bengal.  The  tranfport  of  its 
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plunder  is  the  only  traffic  of  the  country.  I  wifli  to  refer  you 
to  the  Appendix  to  the  Ninth  Report  for  a  full  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Company  have  protected  the  commercial 
interefts  of  their  dominions  in  the  Eafl. 

In  effect,  Sir,  every  legal,  regular  authority  in  matters  of 
revenue,  of  political  adminiflration,  of  criminal  law,  of  civil 
law,  in  many  of  the  moil  eflential  parts  of  military  difcipline, 
is  laid  level  with  the  ground;  and  an  oppreffive,  irregular,  ca- 
pricious, unfteady,  rapacious,  and  peculating  defpotifm,  with  a 
•direct  difavowal  of  obedience  to  any  authority  at  home,  and 
•without  any  fixed  maxim,  principle,  or  rule  of  proceeding,  to 
guide  them  in  India,  is  at  prefent  the  ftate  of  your  charter  go- 
vernment over  great  kingdoms. 

As  the  Company  has  made  this  ufe  of  their  trufl,  I  Ihould 
ill  difcharge  mine,  if  I  refufed  to  give  my  molt  chearful  vote 
for  the  redrefs  of  thefe  abufes,  by  putting  the  affairs  of  fo  large 
and  valuable  a  part  of  the  interefts  of  this  nation,  and  of  man- 
kind, into  fome  fteady  hands,  poflefling  the  confidence,  and  af- 
fured  of  the  fupport  of  this  Houfe,  until  they  can  be  reflored  to 
regularity,  order,  and  confiftency. 

I  have  touched  the  heads  of  fome  of  the  grievances  of  the 
people,  and  the  abufes  of  government.  But  I  hope  and  truft 
you  will  give  me  credit,  when  I  faithfully  allure  you,  that 
1  have  not  mentioned  one  fourth  part  of  what  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  jn  your  Committee ;  and  farther,  I  have  full 
reafon  to  believe,  that  not  one  fourth  part  of  the  abufes  are 
come  to  my  knowledge,  by  that  or  by  any  other  means.  Pray 
confider  what  I  have  faid  only  as  an  index  to  direct  you  in  your 
inquiries. 

If  this  then,  Sir,  has  been  the  ufe  made  of  the  truf}  of  poli- 
tical powers  internal  and  external,  given  by  you  in  the  charter, 
the  next  thing  to  be  feen  is  the  conduct  of  the  Company  with 
regard  to  the  commercial  truft.  And  here  I  will  make  a  fair 
offer : — If  it  can  be  proved  that  they  have  acted  wifely,  pru- 
dently, and  frugally,  as  merchants,  I  fhall  pafs  by  the  whole 
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mafs  of  their  enormities  as  Statefmen.  That  they  have  not 
done  this,  their  prefent  condition  is  proof  fufficient.  Their 
diftrefles  are  faid  to  be  owing  to  their  wars.  This  is  not 
wholly  true.  But  if  it  were,  is  not  that  readinefs  to  engage  in 
wars  which  diftinguimes  them,  and  for  which  the  Committee 
of  Secrecy  has  fo  branded  their  politics,  founded  on  the  falfeft 
principles  of  mercantile  fpeculation  ? . . . .  [This  he  illuftrated 
by  various  inftances,  and  concluded  thus:]  ....  Now  I  a(k, 
whether  they  have  ever  calculated  the  clear  produce  of  any 
given  fales,  to  make  them  tally  with  the  four  million  of  bills 
which  are  come  and  coming  upon  them,  fo  as,  at  the  proper 
'  periods,  to  enable  the  one  to  liquidate  the  other  ?  No,  they 
have  not.  They  are  now  obliged  to  borrow  money  of  their 
own  fervants  to  purchafe  their  inveftment.  The  fervants 
flipulate  five  per  cent,  on  the  capital  they  advance,  if  theic 
bills  mould  not  be  paid  at  the  time  when  they  become  due ; 
and  the  value  of  the  rupee  on  which  they  charge  this  interelt 
is  taken  at  two  {hillings  and  a  penny.  Has  the  Company  ever 
troubled  themfelves  to  inquire  whether  their  fales  can  bear  the 
payment  of  that  intereft,  and  at  that  rate  of  expence  ?  Have 
they  once  conlidered  the  dilemma  in  which  they  are  placed ; 
the  ruin  of  their  credit  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  if  they  refufe  the 
bills ;  the  ruin  of  their  credit  and  exiftence  in  England,  if  they 
accept  them  ?  Indeed  no  trace  of  equitable  government  is  found 
in  their  politics  ;  n6t  one  trace  of  commercial  principle  in  their 
mercantile  dealing;  and  hence  is  the  deepeft  and  matureir 
wiidom  of  Parliament  demanded,  and  the  bell  refources  of 
this  kingdom  muJR:  be  {trained  to  reftore  them  ;  that  is,  to 
reftore  the  countries  deftroyed  by  the  mifcondu6l  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  to  rcftore  the  Company  itfelf,  ruined  by  the  confe-» 
quences  of  their  plans  for  deftroying  what  they  were  bound  to 
preferve. 

If  they  had  not  conflantly  been  apprized  of  all  the  enormi- 
ties committed  in  India  under  their  authority ;  if  this  ftate  o! 
things  had  been  as  much  a  difcovery  to  them  as  it  was  to  many 
of  us,  we  might  flatter  ourfelves  that  the  detection  of  rb? 
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abufes  would  lead  to  thtir  reformation.  I  will  go  farther :  if 
the  Court  of  Directors  had  not  uniformly  condemned  every 
a&  which  this  Houis  or  any  of  its  Committees  had  con- 
demned; if  the  language  in  which  they  exprefled  their  difap- 
probation  againfr.  enormities  and  their  authors  had  not  been 
much  more  vehement  and  indignant  than  any  ever  ufed  in  this 
Houfe,  I  fhould  entertain  fome  hopes.  If  they  had  not,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  uniformly  commended  all  their  fervants  who 
had  done  their  duty  and  obeyed  their  orders,  as  they  had  hea- 
vily cenfured  thole  who  rebelled,  I  might  fay,  Thefe  people 
have  been  in  an  error,  and  when  they  are '  fenfible  of  it,  they 
will  mend.  But  when  I  reflect  on  the  uniformity  of  their  fup- 
port  to  the  objects  of  their  uniform  cenfure;  and  the  ftate  of 
infignificance  and  difgrace  to  which  all  of  thofe  have  been  re^ 
duced  whom  they  approve  ;  and  that  even  uttsr  ruin  and  pre- 
mature death  have  been  among  the  fruits  of  their  favour;  I 
muft  be  convinced,  that  in  this  cafe,  as  in  all  others^  hypocrify 
is  the  only  vice  that  never  can  be  cured. 

Attend,  I  pray  you,  to  the  fituation  and  profperity  of  Een- 
field,  Haftings,  and  others  of  that  fort.  The  laft  of  thefc 
has  been  treated  by  the  Company  with  an  afperity  of  repre- 
henfion  that  has  no  parallel.  They  lament,  «  that  the  power 
of  difpofing  of  their  property  for  perpetuity  mould  fall  into- 
fuch  hands."  Yet  for  fourteen  years,  with  little  interruption, 
he  has  governed  all  their  affairs,  of  every  defcription,  with  an 
abfolute  fway.  He  has  had  himfelf  the  means  of  heaping  up 
immenfe  wealth;  and,  during  that  whole  period,  the  fortunes 
of  hundreds  have  depended  on  his  finiksand'frowns.  He  him- 
felf tells  you  he  is  incumbered  with  two  hundred  and  fifty 
young  gentlemen,  fome  of  them  of  the  beft  families  in  England^ 
all  ot  whom  aim  at  returning  with  vaft  fortunes  to  Europe  in 
the  prime  of  life.  He  has  then  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  your 
children  as  his  hoflages  for  your  good  behaviour;  and  loaded 
for  years,  and  he  has  been,  with  the  execrations  of  the  natives, 
with  the  cenfures  of  the  Court  of  Dire&ors,  and  ftruck  and 
*  blafkd, 
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fchfled  with  refclutions  of  this  Houfe,  he  ftill  remains  the  moft 
tlefpotic  power  known  in  India.  He  domineers  with  an  over- 
bearing (way  iu  the aflemblies  of  his  pretended  matters;  and  it 
is  thought  in  a  degree  nilh  to  venture  to  name  his  offences  in 
this  Houie,  even  as  grounds  of  a  legiflat've  remedy. 

Oil  the  other  hand,  confider  the  fate  of  ihofe  who  have  met 
xvith  the  applaufesof  the  Dire&ors.  Colonel  Monfon,  one  of 
the 'be  ft  of  ax'n,  had  his  days  fhortened  by  the  applaufes,  deflitute 
of  the  fupport,  of  the  Company,.  General  Clavering,  whofe 
panegyric  was  made  in  every  difpatch  from  England,  whofe 
.  liearfe  was  bedewed  with  the  tears,  and  hung  round  with  eulo- 
gies of  the  Court  of  Directors,  .burft  an  honeft  and  indignant 
heart  at  the  treachery  of  thofe  who  ruined  him  by  their 
praifes.  Uncommon  patience  and  temper  fupported  Mr. 
Francis  a  whiie  longer  under  the  baneful  influence  of  the  com- 
mendation of  the  Court  of  Directors.  His  health  however 
gave  way  at  length;  and,  in  utter  dcfpair,  he  returned  to  Eu- 
rope. At  his  return  the  doors  of  the  India  Houfe  were  mut  to 
the  man,  who  had  been  the  objeft  of  their  conftant  admira- 
tion. He  lias  indeed  eicaped  with  life,  Imt  he  has  forfeited  al[ 
€Xpe6tation  of  credit,  coniequence,  party,  and  following.  He 
may  well  fay,  Me  ncmy  mini  fir  o  fur  crii,  aiqitf  Ideo  nuill  comes 
fxco.  This  man,  whofe  deep  reach  of  thought,  whole  large 
Jegiilative  concejrtions,  and  wlioie  grand  plans  of  policy,  make 
the  moil  mining  part  of  our  Reports,  from  whence  we  have 
all  learned  our  leilbns,  if  we  have  learned  any  good  ones;  this 
man,  from  whofe  materials  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  leaftac- 
know lodged  it  have  yet  fpoken  as  from  a  brief;  this  man, 
driven  from  his  employmentjdifcountcnarxced  by  the  Dire£lors, 
has  had  no  other  reward,  and  no  other  diilinction,  but  that 
inward  "  funfhine  of  the  foul"  which  a  good  confcience  can 
always  bcftow  upon  itfelf.  He  has  net  yet  had  fo  much 
as  a  good  word,  but  from  a  perfon  too  Lnftguificant  to  make 
any  other  return  tor  the  jneaijs  with  which  hs  iia*  been  fur- 

uiilied 


94  BEAUTIES    OF    THE 

nifhed  for  performing  his  (hare  of  a  duty  which  is  equally 
urgent  on  us  all. 

Add  to  this,  that  from  the  higheft  in  place  to  the  lowefl, 
every  Britifh  fubject,  who,  in  obedience  to  the  Company's  or- 
ders, has  been  active  in  the  difcovery  of  peculations,  has  been 
ruined.  They  have  been  driven  from  India.  When  they 
made  their  appeal  at  home  they  were  not  heard.  "When  they 
attempted  to  return  they  were  ftopped.  No  artifice  of  fraud, 
no  violence  of  power,  has  been  omitted,  to  deftroy  them  in 
character  as  well  as  in  fortune. 

Worfe,  far  worfe,  has  been  the  fate  of  the  poor  creatures, 
the  natives  of  India,  whom  the  hypocrify  of  the  Company  has 
betrayed  into  complaint  of  opprefiion,  and  difcovery  of  pecu- 
lation. The  firfl  women  in  Bengal,  the  Ranni  of  Rajefhahi, 
the  Ranni  of  Burdwan,  the  Ranni  of  Amboa,  by  their  weak 
and  thoughtlefs  trufl  in  the  Company's  honour  and  protection, 
are  utterly  ruined:  the  firfl  of  thefe  women,  a  perfon  of 
princely  rank,  and  once  of  correfpondent  fortune,  who  paid 
above  two  hundred  thoufand  a  year  quit-rent  to  the  State,  is, 
according  to  very  crediblein  formation,  fo  completely  beggared 
as  to  ftand  in  need  of  the  relief  of  alms.  Mahomed  Reza 
Khan,  the  fecond  MufTulman  in  Bengal,  for  having  been  dif- 
tingurfhed  by  the  ill-omened  honour  of  the  countenance  and 
protection  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  was,  without  the  pre- 
tence of  any  inquiry  whatfoever  into  his  condnct,  (tripped  of 
all  his  employments,  and  reduced  to  tbe  loweft  condition. 
His  ancient  rival  for  power,  the  Rajah  Nundcomar,  was,  by 
an  infult  on  every  thing  which  India  holds  refpectable  and  fa- 
cred,  hanged  in  the  face  of  all  his  nation,  by  the  judges  you 
fent  to  protect  that  people;  hanged  for  a  pretended  crime, 
npon  an  ex  pfftfuclo  Britifh  act  of  Parliament,  in  the  midft  of 
his  evidence  again/I  Mr.  Haftings.  The  accufer  they  fa\v 
hanged.  The  culprit,  without  acquittal  or  inquiry,  triumphs 
en  the  ground  of  that  murder;  a  murder  not  of  Nundcomar 
Mily,  but  of  all  living  teftimony,  and  even  of  evidence  yet  un- 
born. From  that  time,  not  a  complaint  has  been  heard  from 

the 


BRITISH      SENATE.  95 

the  natives  againft  the  Governors.  All  the  grievances  of  India 
have  found  a  complete  remedy. 

Men  will  not  look  to  adh  of  Parliament,  to  regulations,  to 
votes,  arid  refolutions.  No ;  they  are  not  fuch  fools.  They 
will  afk,  what  is  the  road  to  power,  credit,  wealth,  and  ho- 
nours ?  They  will  alk,  what  conduct  ends  in  neglect,  dif- 
grace,  poverty,  exile,  prifon,  and  gibbet  ?  Thefe  will  teach 
them  the  courfe  which  they  are  to  follow.  It  is  your  diftri- 
bution  of  thefe  that  will  give  the  character  and  tone  to  your 
government.  All  the  reft  is  miferable  grimace. 

This,  Sir,  has  been  their  conduct ;  and  it  has  been  the  refult 
of  the  alteration  which  was  infenfibly  made  in  their  conftitu- 
tion.  The  change  was  made  infenfibly ;  but  it  is  now  ftrong 
and  adult,  and  as  public  and  declared,  as  it  is  fixed  beyond  all 
power  of  reformation.  So  that  there  is  none  who  hears  me, 
that  is  not- as  certain  as  I  am,  that  the  Company,  in  the  fenfe 
in  which  it  was  formerly  underftood,  has  no  exiftence.  The 
queftion  is,  what  injury  you  may  do  to  the  Proprietors  of 
India  ftock;  for  there  are  np  fuch  men  to  be  injured.  If  the 
a6live  ruling  part  of  the  Company  who  form  the  general 
court,  who  fill  the  offices,  and  direct  the  meafures  (the  reft  tell 
for  nothing)  were  perfons  who  held  their  flock  as  a  means  of 
their  fubfiftence,  who  in  the  part  they  took  were  only  con- 
cerned in  the  government  of  India,  for  the  rife  or  fall  of  their 
dividend,  it  would  be  indeed  a  defective  plan  of  policy.  The 
intereft  of  the  people  who  are  governed  by  them  would  not  be 
their  primary  object ;  perhaps  a  very  fmall  part  of  their  con- 
fideration  at  all.  But  then  they  might  well  be  depended  on, 
ami,  perhaps,  more  than  perfons  in  other  refpects  preferable^ 
for  preventing  the  peculations  of  their  fervants  to  their  own 
prejudice.  Such  a  body  would  not  eafily  have  left  their  trade 
as  a  fpoil  to  the  avarice  of  thofe  who  received  their  wages.  Bst 
now  things  are  totally  reverfed.  The  ftock  is  of  no  value, 
whether  it  be  the  qualification  of  a  Director  or  Proprietor ; 
and  it  is  impoffible  that  it  /hould.  A  Diredtor's  qualification 
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may  be  worth  about  two  tboufand  five  hundred  pounds — and 
the  intereft,  at  eight  per  cent,  is  about  one  hundred  and  fixty 
pounds  a  year.  Of  what  value  is  that,  whether  it  rife  to  ten, 
or  fall  to  fix,  or  to  nothing,  to  him  whofe  fon,  before  he  is  in 
Bengal  two  months,  and  before  he  defcends  the  fteps  of  the 
Council  Chamber,  fells  the  grant  of  a  fingle  contract  for  forty 
thoufand  pounds  ?  Accordingly  the  ftock  is  bought  up  in 
qualifications.  The  vote  is  not  to  protect  the  flock,  but  the 
flock  is  bought  to  acquire  the  vote;  and  the  end  of  the  vote  is 
to  cover  and  fupporr,  againft  juftice,  fome  man  of  power  who 
has  made  an  obnoxious  fortune  in  India ;  or  to  maintain  in 
power  thofe  who  are  actually  employing  it  in  the  acquifition  of 
iuch  a  fortune;  and  to  avail  themfeives  in  return  of  his  pa- 
tronage, that  he  may  fhower  the  fpoils  of  the  Eaft,  "  barbaric 
pearl  and  gold,"  on  them,  their  families,  and  dependents.  So 
that  all  the  relations  of  the  Company  are  not  only  changed, 
but  inverted.  The  fervants  in  India  are  not  appointed  by  the 
Directors,  but  the  Directors  are  choien  by  them.  The  trade 
is  carried  on  with  their  capitals.  To  them  the  revenues  of  the 
country  are  mortgaged.  The  feat  of  the  fupreme  power  is  in 
Calcutta.  The  houfe  in  Lea<lenhall  Street  is  nothing  more 
than  a  change  for  their  agents,  factors,  and  deputies,  to  meet 
in,  to  take  care  of  their  affairs,  and  fupport  their  interefts  ;  and 
this  fo  avowedly,  that  we  fee  the  known  agents  of  the  delin- 
quent fervants  marfhalling  and  difciplining  their  forces,  and 
the  prime  fpokefmen  in  all  their  afiemblies.  • 

I  therefore  conclude,  what  you  all  muft  conclude,  that  this 
body,  being  totally  perverted  from  the  pwrpofes  of  its  inilitu- 
tion,  is  utterly  incorrigible  ;  and  becaufe  they  are  incorrigible, 
both  in  conduct  and  conftitution,  power  ought  to  be  taken  out 
of  their  hands  ;  juft  on  the  fame  principles  on  which  have  been 
wade  all  the  juft  changes  and  revolutions  of  government  that 
have  taken  place  fince  the  beginning  of  the  worl.l. 

Mr.  Burke,  Dec.  I,  1785. 

'  MR. 
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MR.  SPEAKER,  I  rife  with  the  deepeft  anxiety  to  endea- 
vour to  prevent  the  farther  prcgrefs  of  this  bill ;  becaufe, 
in  my  opinion,  it  deftroys  the  ancient,  eftablimed  forms  of 
all  parliamentary  proceedings  m  this  Houfe,  violates  the  na- 
tional faith,  fubverts  every  principle  of  juflice  and  equity, 
and  gives  a  mortal  flab  to  this  free  Conftitution.  Sir,  the 
forms  of  proceeding  in  this  Houfe  were  wifely  eftablimed  by 
our  anceftors,  after  the  moft  mature  deliberation,  as  a  guard 
againft  iurprife  by  any  Miniflers,  and  to  give  our  constituents 
timely  information  of  what  was  doing  in  Parliament,  that 
the  collected  wifdom  of  tHe  nation  might  be  appealed  to,  and 
known,  on  every  occafion  of  moment.  This  accounts  for 
the  flownefs  of  our  proceedings,  compared  with  the  mode  of 
palling  bills  in  the  other  Houle  of  Parliament.  Their  Lord- 
ihips  have  no  conflituents,  whom  it  is  a  duty  to  confulr.^  In 
the  progrefs  of  this  bill,  the  invariable  rules  and  orders  of 
the  Houfe  have  been  fet  afide  without  the  leaft  fhadpw  of  ne- 
ceflity,  almoft  without  the  flighteft  pretence  ;  and  the  bill 
continues  to  be  hurried  on  with  indecent  hafte.  When  the 
right  honourable  Secretary  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  he  ftated 
the  defperate  condition  of  the  Company's  finances  as  the  fole 
ground  on  which  he  Hood.  He  reprefented  it  as  a  cafe  of  ab- 
folute  and  immediate  neceflity  for  the  interpofition  of  the  Le- 
giflature.  He  expreffly  difclaimed  every  other  motive,  although 
he  invidioufly  went  at  large  into  every  fuppofed  delinquency 
of  Mr.  Haflings,  and  almoft  every  other  fervant  of  the  Com- 
pany, for  many  years.  He  did  not,  indeed,  in  terms  afierr, 
that  the  Company  were  in  a  ftate  of  bankruptcy,  but  he  de- 
clared, that  they  owed  five  millions  more  than  they  were  able 
to  pay,  and  went  into  a  variety  of  accounts,  without  any  at- 
tempt at  the  fmalleft  proof  of  what  he  advanced,  or  calling  for 
a  fmgle  paper,  in  fo  great  a  variety  of  matter.  He  pledged  him- 
felf  for  the  mofl  fcrupulous  accuracy,  yet,  in  the  very  moment, 
forgot  to  give  the  Company  credit  for  an  immaife  floating  pro- 
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any  lawyer  to  {hew  me  an  a&  of  confifcation  more  forcibl; 
drawn.  The  words  of  the  fourth  claufe  of  this  bill  are,  "  Th 
Dire&ors  of  the  faid  United  Company,  and  all  other  officer 
and  minifters,  and  fervants  thereof,  are  hereby  enjoined,  im 
mediately  upon  the  requifition  of  the  faid  Commiffioners,  fig 
nified  under  their  hands  and  feals,  to  deliver  up  to  them,  (th 
new  Commiffioners)  or  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  they  ma! 
for  that  purpofe  appoint,  all  fuch  lands,  tenements,  houfes 
warehoufes,  buildings,  books,  records,  documents,  charter; 
adts,  inilruments,  papers,  fhips,  veflels,  goods,  wares,  an 
merchandifes,  money,  fecurities  for  money,  and  all  othe 
effects  whatfoever."  Imagination  is  at  a  lofs  even  to  guefs  a 
the  moil  infignificant  trifle,  which  has  here  efcaped  the  harp; 
claws  of  a  ravenous  coalition.  One  idea,  indeed,  generally  pre 
cedes  the  word  confifcation,  and  that  is  guilt.  In  the  prefer 
inftance,  no  crime  whatever  has  been  alledged.  The  argumen 
of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  for  the  bill,  was  the  a£hir 
poverty  of  the  Company;  the  real  motive  we  all  know  is  th 
certainty  of  the  prefent  fpoils,  with  future  accruing  wealth 
and  imrnenfe  patronage,  to  enrich  an  Indian  heptarchy  of  hi 
creation,  and,  through  his  tame  viceroys,  the  1  rincalo  vicero 
of  Afia. 

In  the  bill,  Sir,  as  drawn  and  prefented  to  the  Houfe  by  th 
right  honourable  Secretary,  there  is  no  claufe  inferted  of  an 
trufl  created  for  the  benefit  of  the  Proprietors.  In  the  Com 
mittee,  indeed,  the  words  have  been  added,  "in  truft  for,  an 
fpr  the  benefit  of,  the  Proprietors;"  but  in  cafe  of  the  grofTei 
abufe  of  truft,  to  whom  is  the  appeal  ?  To  the  Proprietors 
No,  Sir,  they  are  to  have  no  farther  concern  with  their  owi 
property.  Is  it  not,  then,  conhicated  ?  The  appeal  is  to  a  ma 
jority  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  which  the  inoft  drivelini 
Mmifter  could  not  fail  to  fecure  with  a  patronage  of  above  tw< 
millions  fterling  given  by  this  bill. 

Sir,  the  bill  is  faid  not  to  be  a  bill  of  disfranchifement,  be 
caufe  it  does  not  take  from  the  Proprietors  their  right  to  ai 
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exclufive  trade  or  monopoly.  Was  this  monopoly  the  only 
franchife  of  the  Proprietors  ?  There  is  property  in  this  king- 
dom to  which  a  franchife  is  annexed.  The  franchife  may  he 
taken  away,  yet  the  property  remain.  To  a  freedom,  for 
inftance,  is  annexed  a  right  of  voting  for  members  of  Par- 
liament. We  have  leen  that  franchife  taken  away,  and 
yet  the  freehold  remained  untouched  ;  but  furely  the  free- 
holder loudly  and  juftly  complained  of  the  disfranchilement. 
The  cafe  is  parallel  as  to  Eaft-India  ftock.  Perfons  poffefied  of 
ftock  to  a  certain  amount,  are  entitled  to  vote  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  their  fervants,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  manage 
their  property,  in  which  they  are  always  clear  fighted,  to  direct 
and  fuperintend  all  their  concerns,  with  a  general  power  of 
control.  This,  furely,  is  a  moft  valuable  franchife ;  it  was 
underftood  to  be  pui chafed  with  the  ftock.  The  purchafe 
money  was  more  confulerable  from  this  intrinfic  \\:lue,  which 
it  was  fuppofed  to  poflefs.  The  franchife  is  to  be  taken  away 
by  the  bill,  and  yet  one  gentleman  amongft  us  can  aflert,  that 
the  Eafl-India  Proprietors  will  not  be  disfranchifed.  God  for- 
bid the  people  of  England  fliould  have  many  fuch  defenders  of 
their  f ranch ifes  and  liberties  in  a  Houfe  of  Commons  ! 

If  the  Houfe,  Sir,  will  attend  to  what  has  pafled  fince  the 
introduction  of  this  bill  among  us,  they  will  fee,  that  if  we 
mean  to  preferve  our  ancient  parliamentary  forms  of  proceed- 
ing, we  cannot  fuffer  the  farther  progrefs  of  this  bill.  — 
When  leave  was  moved  for  its  introduction,  the  right  honou- 
rable Secretary,  as  the  fole  motive  of  his  conduct,  gave  an 
alarming  account  of  the  defperate  ftate  of  the  finances  of  the 
Company.  He  painted  in  the  darkeft  colours  the  ftate  of  their 
debts  and  incumbrances,  which  he  made  amount  to  feveral  mil- 
lions. A  worthy  member  of  this  Houfe,  (Mr.  Samuel  Smith) 
a  Director  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  flatly  contradicted  the 
aflertions  of  the  Secretary,  and  pledged  himfelf  to  prove  the 
unfairnefs  of  all  his  calculations.  The  Company  have  fince 
given  to  the  public  a  very  different  ftate  of  their  affairs.  It 
comes  authenticated  by  every  proper  authority,  Nathaniel 
H  3  Smith, 
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Smith,  Efq,  Chairman  of  the  Earl-India  Company,  Johr 
Annis,  Auditor  of  Indian  Accounts,  and  Samuel  Nicholl 
Accountant.  Thefe  accounts  we  may  examine  at  our  leifure 
and  fcrutinife  with  the  moft  minute  exactnefs.  We  have  a  clea: 
"  ftatement  of  the  debts,  credits,  and  effects  of  the  Eaft-Inui; 
Company?"  carried  up  to. December  I,  1783.  But  where  i: 
the  account  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  to  be  found 
That  does  not.admit  of  fuch  a  fcrutiny  :  that  is  authenticate! 
by  no  fignature,  nor  proved  by  any  paper  on  our  table.  N< 
two  peribns  in  this  Houfe  agree  to-day  in  the  particulars  o 
the  long,  laboured  harrangue  of  yefterday.  There  is  a  pre 
cifion  in  what  is  thrown  on  paper,  but  then  it  is  liable  to  de 
lection,  and  even  feems  to  invite  an  acute  examination.  Her 
then,  Sir,  the  honour  and  juftice  of  this  Houfe  are  deepl1 
concerned.  One  member  brings  forward  a  bold  afTertion  o 
various  fa-fls,  on  the  truth  of  which  he  afks  leave  to  bring  in  ; 
very  harfli  and  fevers  bill,  to  ufe  no  more  violent  expreffion 
Another  member,  more  immediately  concerned,  having  th< 
proofs  daily  under  his  eye,  denies  the  truth  of  every  propofi 
tion  advanced  by  the  member  who  moved  for  the  bill,  and  dare 
him  to  the  proof  at  your  bar.  Here  can  be  no  deception.  Tb. 
challenge  is  perfectly  fair.  No  demonflration  can  be  fuperio 
to  that  drawn  from  figures.  The  challenge,  however,  is  de 
dined.  No  proof  whatever  is  offered  in  fupport  of  the  bill 
The  cafe  then  is  at  iffue,  and  every  principle  of  juflice  forbid 
us  to  proceed  till  the  facts  are  afcertajned,  till  we  know  whe 
ther  a  real  necefiity  exifh,  or  whether  it  is  made  the  pretenc 
to  colour  a  deep-laid  plan  of  ambition,  wealth,  and  power.— 
The  form's  of  Puiliament  are  fiift  to  be  facrificeJ,  and  thei 
its  independency. 

This  bill,  Sir,  appears  to  pie  to  violate  the  national  faitl 
in  a  high  degree,  for  it  annihilates  the  charter  of  the  Eaft  -In 
dia  Company,  pnrchafed  of  the  public,  and  fecured  by  th< 
lanclion  of  Parliament.  The  violation  of  the  Americai 
charters,  which  has  been  followed  by  the  lols  of  our  empin 
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in  the  Weft,  would  have  deterred  any  Minifters  lefs  ram,  lefs, 
impetuous,  from  this  dangerous  experiment  of  tampering  with 
charters.  Not  a  corporation  in  the  kingdom,  not  a  charter, 
not  the  Great  Charter  of  cur  liberties,  not  a  deed,  not  a  con- 
trad^,  not  a  document,  not  a  fecurity,  no  fpecies  of  property, 
can  be  fafe  againft  unprincipled  men,  adTmg  thus  in  the  ple- 
nitude and  wantonnefs  of  power.  This  charter  did  not  owe  its 
birth  to  the^  foolim  prepofleffions  or  mad  prodigality  of  any  of 
the  Plantagenets,  Tudors,  or  Stuarts,  in  favour  of  their  fervile 
courtiers  or  interefted  dependents.  It  was  a  fair  purchafe 
made  of  the  public,  an  equal  compact  for  reciprocal  advantages 
between  the  nation  at  large  and  the  body  of  the  Proprietors. 
The  purchafe  money  has  been  actually  received  by  the  public, 
and,  confequently,  the  Proprietors  have  a  juft  claim  to  what 
was  ftipulated  in  their  favour.  I  agree,  Sir,  that  there  is  no 
charters  which  may  not  be  forfeited  from  delinquency,  but  the 
charter  of  the  city  of  London,  for  they  are  excepted  by  an  ex- 
prefs  aft  of  our  glorious  Deliverer,  from  the  neceffity  of  pre- 
ferving  the  peace  of  the  capital ;  but  no  delinquency  of  any 
kind  is  now  made  a  charge  againft  the  Eaft-India  Directors, 
Proprietors,  or  any  of  their  fervants.  The  diftrefs  of  their 
circumftances  alone  was  alledged  as  warranting  fuch  a  bill.  ( 
I  am  very  ready  to  admit,  that  the  fervants  of  the  Company 
have  been  guilty  of  the  mod  enormous  crimes  in  theEaft.  Is 
that  a  reafon  for  punifhing  the  Directors  and  Proprietors  in 
Leadenhall  Street  ?  Has  the  leaft  degree  of  guilt  been  imputed 
to  them  ?  I  wifh  rather  to  add  to  their  powers  over  their  own 
fervants,  and  then  I  am  fatisfied  that  guilt  of  the  deepeft  dye 
would  fpeedily  be  followed  with  the  moft  exemplary  punifli- 
ment.  I  fee  no  objection  to  giving  the  Directors  moft  of  the 
powers  of  this  bill.  It  would  be  highly  politic.  Let  me  ftate 
to  the  recollection  of  the  Houfea  recent  tranfaction,  in  which 
the  intereft  of  the  Company  and  the  national  honour  were 
deeply  wounded.  When,  after  every  poflible  delay,  the  au- 
thors of  the  late  revolution  at  Madras,  and  the  fubfequent 
H  4  murder 
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murder  of  Lord  Pigot,  were  brought  into  an  Englifh  court 
ofjuAice,  and  a  jury  pronounced  them  guilty,  what  was  the 
Sentence  ?  A  trifling  mulcl,  and  not  an  hour's  imprifonment. 
The  fine  which  they  paid  in  court  was  fcarcely  a  fiftieth  part 
of  the  fpoils  of  a  wicked  ufurpation  of  the  fupreme  government, 
both  civil  and  military^  followed  by  the  death  of  the  Gover- 
nor. The  public  were  infulted,  even  in  the  hour  of  trial,  by  a 
vain  orientation  of  what  the  criminals  were  prepared  to  have 
difgorged,  before  the  fears  of  their  troubled  confciences  were 
quieted  by  a  folemn  mockery  of  jullice.  Such  a  conduct 
marked  the  partial  and  feeble  hand  of  the  law  at  home ;  for 
furely,  Sir,  fuch  crimes  called  for  feverity  to  deter  future  de- 
linquents. They  may  from  this  lenity  learn  with  perfect 
fafety,  and  hnmenfe  profit,  to  perpetrate  the  trifling  crimes  of 
mutiny,  rebellion,  and  murder. 

I  have  no  objection,  I  confefs,  to  retraining  the  Eaft-India 
Company  to  the  primary  object  of  their  charter,  to  their  ori- 
ginal views  of  commerce.  I  little  reli/h  the  idea  of  a  few  mer- 
chants governing,  as  fovereigns,  the  three  powerful  ftates  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OriiTa.  It  is  totally  inconfiftent  with  po- 
litical order,  and  the  fubordination  of  Britifh  fubje&s.  The 
Jefuits  were  juftly  expelled  from  almoft  every  government  in 
the  old  and  new  world,  not  from  a  fyflem  of  filly  tenets, 
which  not  one  in  a  hundred  of  them  believed,  but  from  their 
establishing  the  imperium  in  hnpcrio,  which  no  ftate  ever  fuf- 
fered  with  impunity.  1  venerate  the  wife  maxim  of  a  com- 
mercial policy,  that,  while  it  is  adding  to  the  national  wealth, 
forms  an  invincible?  bulwark  by  the  flrength  cf  a  powerful 
navy;  but  I  deteft  a  fcandalons,  heterogeneous  traffic  of  war 
and  trade,  plunder  and  commerce,  peculation  and  murder,  ex- 
tortion, rapine,  and  corruption.  The  national  character  lias  been 
k>ft  in  Hindoftan.  Provinces  and  kingdoms  have  been  bought 
and  fold  by  the  Afiatic  Generals  and  Governors  of  the  Com- 
pany, againft  the  ftrongefl  orders  of  the  Directors  and  Pro- 
prietors, and  the  lives  of  fume  of  the  moft  harmless  Princes 
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ever  reigned,  fet  to  fale.  The  mifchief  foon  reaches  Europe, 
and  we  experience  at  home  all  the  calamities  which  Rome  fuf- 
fered  in  the  declenfion  of  her  empire,  and  from  the  fame  quar- 
ter, froia^  the  Eaft.  We  are  ruined  by  the  luxury  and  vena- 
lity of  our  own  defpicable  offspring,  and  all  the  vices  of  the 
Eaft,  which  they  propagate  here  too  fuccefsfully,  when  they 
return  to  purchafe  protection  and  indemnity  for  their  crimes. 
J  therefore,  Sir,  highly  approve  a  bill  for  the  government  of  the 
territorial  pofTeflions  and  revenues  of  India,  which  ought  to 
depend  on  the  State  ;  but  the  regulation  of  all  commercial 
concerns,  I  fliall  ever  think,  ought  to  reft  with  the  Proprie- 
tors and  Directors.  This  is  their  province  ;  to  this  they  are  as 
competent  as  they  are  inadequate  to  dominion  and  the  care  of 
empires. 

Sir,  I  look  upon  this  bill  as  the  bitter  fruits  of  the  coalition. 
After  the  fatal  confequences  of  the  noble  Lord's  attack  on  the 
American  charters,  I  cannot  think  he  would  have  ventured  on 
this  direct  violation  of  the  franchifes  and  property  of  a  great 
Company,  if  he  had  not  been  in  impious  league  with  fo  daring 
a  colleague.  Not  a  man  who  hears  me  can  believe  that  fuch  a 
bill  had  ever  appeared,  if  the  wordy  war  had  gone  on  between 
the  two  Secretaries.  The  noble  Lord,  indeed,  has  made  fome 
former  faint  attempts,  and,  for  a  good  while,  cail  a  longing  eye 
on  the  fair  prey,  but  he  dreaded  his  opponent.  When  he  had 
iecured  a  fit  accomplice,  the  plan  and  fhare  of  the  plunder  was 
adjufled,  and  the  robbing  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  refolved. 
The  Duumvlra^  axro,  argenlo,  &rc,  not  fiando  Qifcrlundo^  but 
rapiundo,  proceeded  by  the  bill  to  the  fejzure  and  connTcation 
of  all  monies,  fecurities  for  money,  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
difes,  occ.  &c.  &c.  with  as  little  fcruple  as  in  elder  times  any 
triumvirate  or  decemvir  ate  ever  uled. 

I  protelt,  Sir,  I  do  not  feel  the  le^lt  perfonality  againft  either 

of  the  members  of  the  coalition  ;   but  I  dread  the  monftrous, 

unnatural  union  of  fuch  incongruous,  difcordant  particles,  be- 

caufe  they  could  only  be  brought  to  coalefce  for  the  diviiion  of 
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the  public  fpoil?,  for  the  maring  of  all  power  among  them- 
felves,  to  the  deft  ruction  of  the  public  liberty,  and  the  inde- 
pendency of  this  Houfe.  I  believe  that  the  noble  Lord  pof- 
fefles  the  moft  perfect  perfonal  integrity.  His  own  jrobity  is 
unblemifhed ;  but  a  luft  of  power,  and  an  unlucky  indolence  of 
temper,  combined  to  make  him,  through  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
war,  connive  at  almoft  every  man  in  every  department  flee- 
cing the  public  beyond  the  example  of  all  former  times.  His 
own  hands  were  clean  :  not  fo  thofe  of  the  whole  tribe  of  his 
contractors  and  dependents.  The  noble  Lord  has  a  rich  vein 
of  pure,  elegant,  claflical  wit,  the  moft  eafy  manners,  and  un- 
affected good  nature,  with  every  amiable  and  companionable 
quality.  He  is  formed  to  be  admired  and  beloved  as  a  private 
pobleman.  Would  to  Heaven  I  could  commend  his  reverence 
for  the  Conftitution,  his  love  of  liberty,  and  his  zeal  for  the 
prefervation  of  thofe  noble  privileges  and  franchifes  which  are 
the  birthright  of  Engliflimen  !  With  his  colleague  I  have  acted 
againft  his  Lordiliip  for  many  years.  I  fought  by  his  fide 
through  the  whole  American  war,  and  in  all  the  fpirited  ftrug- 
gles  again!!  the  too-great  power  of  the  Crown.  I  have  fre- 
quently been  in  raptures  from  the  ftrains  of  his  manly  elo- 
quence, the  force  of  his  reafoning,  and  the  torrent  of  his  ora- 
tory :  fo  perfect  a  parliamentary  debater  this  Houfe  has  never 
known.  I  grieve  when  I  recollect  how  unavailing  all  our  te- 
dious ftruggles  have  been,  and  that  fo  large  a  part  of  the  em- 
pire has  been  torn  from  us  ;  but  I  am  indignant  when  I  fee  the 
noble  Lord  in  one  of  the  higheft  offices  of  the  State,  brought 
back  to  power,  and  carefTed  by  the  very  man  who  undertook 
to  impeach  him  as  the  great  criminal  of  the  State,  the  cor- 
raprer  of  Parliament,  the  author  and  contriver  of  our  ruin. 
He  protected,  that  he  could  not  truit  himielf  in  the  fame  room 
with  him.  At  another  time  he  faid,  he  confented  to  pafs  for 
the  moil  infamous  man  in  this,  or  any  country,  if  he  ever 
made  part  of  an  Adminiftration  with  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband.  I  do  not  forget,  Sir,  attending  my  Sovereign 

the. 
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the  laft  year,  by  the  command  of  the  freeholders  of  Middle- 
lex,  to  thank  His  Majefty  for  having  removed  from  his  coun- 
cil men,  under  whofe  adminiftration  calamities,  fo  many  and 
fo  great,  have  befallen  this  kingdom,  and  for  appointing  Mi- 
nifters,  in  whom  this  country  had,  and  are  willing  to  have,  the 
fuHeft  confidence.  That  confidence  could  never  have  been 
loft,  but  by  the  dereliction  of  every  principle,  and  every  pro- 
mile.  The  right  honourable  Secretary  aflured  us,  in  the  firft 
week  after  his  acceflion  to  power,  that  he  found  every  thing 
much  worfe  than  he  could  have  fufpedted.  Has  he  inftituted 
the  leaft  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  difmemberment  of  the 
empire,  and  of  the  difgraces  of  the  Britifti  fleet  during  fo  great 
a  part  of  the  laft  war,  for  which  he  has  fo  often  folemnly 
pledged  himfelf?  In  breach  of  repeated  public  engagements, 
and  almoft  daily  pompous  profeffions,  he  has  joined  the  enemy 
of  America,  by  which  he  has  loft  the  confidence  of  America, 
which  he  had  acquired  in  fome  degree,  and  might  have  made 
ufeful  to  this  country. 

Sir,  another  ftrong  objection  to  this  bill  arifes  from  the 
enormous  power,  in  the  end,  to  accrue  to  the  Crown,  perhaps 
directly  by  collufion  with  its  Minifter.  It  is,  Sir,  a  patronage 
of  above  two  millions  fterling  a  year,  of  which  the  Company 
will  be  deprived.  "Wherever  fucli  a  patronage  falls,  it  cannot 
fail  to  overturn  the  balance  of  power  in  this  well-poifed  confti- 
tution.  All  the  Governor  Generals,  Lieutenant  Governors, 
Couniellors,  Prefidents,  Council  of  Commerce,  Factors, 
"Writers,  every  thing  civil  and  military,  from  the  General  to 
the  Subaltern,  in  the  various  eftablifhments  throughout  Afia, 
and  at  home,  every  thing  of  profit  in  Leadenhall  Street,  to  the 
very  warehoufemen,  clerks,  and  porters  of  the  houfe,  are  in- 
cluded. Such  an  influence  could  never  be  withftood.  I  con- 
Ibled  myfelf,  Sir,  under  the  lofs  of  America,  becaufe  as  the 
nrft  object  of  my  wHhes  is  the  immortality  of  the  liberties  of 
my  country,  and  I  had  always  thought  u  that  the  influence 
of  the  Crown  had  increafed,  was  increafing,  and  ought  to  be 

diminished,* 
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dhniniflied,"  three  proportions  regularly  fupported  by  one 
half  of  rhe  Coalition,  and  regularly  oppofed  by  the  other  half, 
the  confiderable  diminution  of  regal  power  by  the  lofs  of  the 
appointment  of  thirteen  Governors,  thirteen  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernors, Chief  Juftices,  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generals,  Re- 
ceivers, Cuftom-houfe  Officers,  &c.  &c.  with  the  military  go- 
vernment of  Minorca,  and  the  two  Floridas,  HO  longer  ren- 
dered the  Crown  an  object  of  terror.  If,  however,  the  im- 
menfe  patronage  of  Afia  is  to  be  given  to  the  Crown,  its 
overgrown  power  mufl  foon  fwallow  up  the  two  other 
branches  of  the  Legiflature,  and  the  Sovereign  of  England 
ivill  become  as  perfect  a  defpot  as  the  Monarch  of  France, 
Spain,  or  Pruffia.  If  it  is  to  be  feifed  by  a  Minifter  at  the  head 
of  a  proud  and  hateful  ariftocracy,  both  the  Sovereign  and  the 
People  will  be  the  flaves  of  a  faction.  One  only  refource  will 
remain  in  the  great  revolution  of  human  events,  which  the 
womb  of  time  may  bring  forth,  a  circumftance  not  to  be  re- 
gretted, perhaps  to  be  wHhed,  by  the  real  friends  of  humanity. 
It  is  an  event  poffibly  not  very  diftant,  that  the  French, 
Dutch,  and  Portuguefe,  as  well  as  the  Englifh,  may  be  en- 
tirely fwept  away  from  the  countries  in  the  Eafl,  which  they 
foave  cruelly  laid  wafte,  and  made  the  theatre  of  the  moft  fla- 
gitious enormities.  The  peaceful  natives  will  then  be  at  reft, 
happy  under  the  mild  government  of  their  own  princes.  Com- 
merce will  no  longer  be  fettered  by  a  monopoly,  but  fpread 
its  fwelling  fails  as  freely  over  the  gv.lph  of  Bengal  and  the  In- 
dian feas,  as  on  the  codl  of  China  and  Japan,  on  the  Atlantic, 
or  the  Mediterranean. 

May  I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  for  a  very  few  more 
words  ?  We  have  an  act  to  prevent  officers  of  the  Cuftoms 
and  Excife  from  voting  at  elections  of  members  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament; a  truly  wife  and  excellent  regulation,  dictated  by  the 
fpirit  of  liberty.  Should  this  bill  pafs  into  a  law,  I  will  move 
the  fame  kind  of  bill  with  refpect  to  every  man  employed  un- 
?ler  the  intended  Eaft -India  commiffion,  to  diminish,  in  ibme 

degree, 
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degree,  the  incredible  weight  of  influence  which  it  will  create. 
I  will  bring  to  the  teft  the  confiftency  of  the  great  Whig  fa- 
milies, of  whofe  fupport  we  have  heard  fo  much  from  the 
right  honourable  Secretary  ;  and  I  doubt  not  of  the  effec- 
tual affirmance  of  every  independent  character  in  the  Houfe.  I 
do  not,  however,  defpairof  the  total  rejection  of  the  prefent 
bill.  I  will  only  add,  that  if  we  do  not  ftrangie  the  monfter  in 
its  birth,  it  will  deftroy  the  freedom  both  of  the  Parliament 
and  People. 

Mr.  ff'i&cs,  Dec.  i,  1783. 

WITH  regard  to  the  prodigality  and-abufe  that  have  of  late 
marked  the  conduct  of  the  Company's  fervants,  and  brought  on 
the  embarraflrnents  under  which  the  Company  avowedly  la- 
bour, what  rational  ground  of  expectation  is  there  for  the 
Houfe  to  form  an  opinion  upon,  that  the  fame  prodigality  and 
abufe  will  not  continue,  and  any  relief  about  to  be  given,  will 
prove  efficacious  ?  How  is  the  Houfe  to  know  what  the  real 
ftate  of  the  Company's  affairs  is  at  this  moment?  and  without 
knowing  it,  how  is  it  pofllble  to  apply  mea lures  of  relief  ade- 
quate to  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe  ?  The  ftatement  of  the  Di- 
rectors in  their  Report  is  one  continued  fyftem  of  fallacy, 
omiffion,  and  error.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Haftings,  dated  Fort 
William  at  Bengal,  December  16,  1785,  with  the  three  fbte- 
ments  annexed,  are  equally  imperfect  and  delufive.  In  order 
to  convince  the  Houfe  that  this  is  not  merely  aflertion,  let  us 
go  into  an  examination  of  the  Report  of  the  Directors,  and  of 
the  letter  and  flatements  fent  over  by  Mr.  Haftings,  dated  i6th 
of  December,  1783,  and  the  letter  from  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral and  Council,  dated  Bengal,  Feb.  7,  1784,  and  ex- 
amine the  ftatements  given  in  the  different  papers,  and 
we  mall  clearly  perceive  that  the  over  credits  taken,  or 
the  charges  omitted  or  under-rated  by  the  Directors  in  the 
<"ftimate  of  their  commercial  fund  for  fix  years,  ending  in 
March  1790,  amount  to  mofe  than  three  millions;  other  cal- 
culations 
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culations  made  by  gentlemen,  who  underhand  the  fubject  bet- 
ter, carry  the  deficiency  much  higher,  even  to  the  amount  of 
millions  more  than  I  have  flated. 

The  Directors,  in  their  eftimate  of  the  charges  in  India,  have 
under-rated  thofe  charges  to  the  amount  of  882,080!.  a  year, 
which  in  fix  years  would  amount  to  5,292,480!.,  they  have 
omitted  to  provide  for  the  intereft  of  their  bond  debt  in  India, 
to  the  amount  of  400,000!.  a  year;  which  in  fix  years  come  to 
2,400,000!. ;  and  they  have  taken  credit  for  an  increafe  of  re- 
venue from  Benares,  and  from  the  Calcutta  Cuftoms,  to  the 
amount  of  292,500!.,  which  I  am  convinced  will  never  be  re- 
alized, and  which  in  fix  years  will  amount  to  1,755,000!. 
Thefe  feveral  fums  taken  together  come  to  9,747,480!.;  from 
which  it  will  refult,  that  inftead  of  having  an  annual  furplus 
in  India,  of  1,091,546!.,  as  the  Directors  have  flated,  the  an- 
nual balance  again  ft  their  Indian  revenue  will  be  1,624,580!., 
and  yet  nothing  allowed  for  victualling  the  King's  fhips  and 
pay  of  regiments,  which  already  amount  to  782,391!. — The 
whole  over  credit  taken  by  the  Directors  in  the  above  two 
eftimates,  amount  to  12,747,480!.  on  the  eftimated  period  of 
fix  years. 

The  bills  already  drawn,  or  expected  by  the  Company, 
amount  to  4,819,236!.;  the  provifion  made  by  the  Directors, 
for  bills  to  be  drawn  in  the  whole  period  of  fix  years,  is  only 
5,655,668!.;  of  which  fo  great  apart  is  already  abforbed,  that 
only  836,432!.  is  left  to  anfwer  all  the  bills  that  may  be  drawn 
in  the  laft  four  of  the  eftimated  years. 

'I  he  bond  debt  in  India  amounts  to  6,192,207!.,  and  this  was 
to  be  difcharged,  partly  by  the  appropriation  of  certain  debts, 
charged  upon  fome  ruined  princes  and  info! vent  renters,  whofe 
debts  the  Dire&ors  faid  themfelves  were  good  for  nothing,  at 
the  fame  moment  that  they  took  credit  for  them  :  and  partly 
by  the  fuppofed  favings  out  of  a  fuppofed  annual  furplus  in 
India,  fluted  at  1,091,546!.,  whicli  ought  to  be  converted  into 
an  annual  deficiency  of  1,624,580!.;  that  in  this  flatement  of 

the 
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the  bonded  debt,  nothing  was  charged  for  outflanding  debts  at 
Bombay,  which  mufl  be  confiderable,  and  of  which  there  was 
no  account  produced;  that  the  bonds  of  that  Prefidency 
(bearing  nine  per  cent,  intereft)  were  at  fifty  per  cent,  dif- 
count,  and  that  this  government  had  no  money  to  pay  even 
the  intereft. 

All  the  calculations  ef  the  Directors  in  their  eftimate  are 
grounded  on  the  arTumption,  that  India  is  in  a  ftateof  profound 
peace,  and  is  likely  to  continue  fo  for  fix  years  to  come.  Upon 
what  authority  is  that  aflumption  built  ?  It  appears  by  no  au- 
thentic document,  that  India  is  yet  in  a  Hate  of  peace  ;  on  the 
contrary,  in  the  very  laft  difpatches  that  arrived  from  Bengal, 
the  dired  reverie  is  allowed. 

Mr.  Haflings,  who  always  writes  currcntc  calamo,  and  whofe 
powers  of  the  pen  are  infinite,  is  carried  away  by  the  rapidity 
\vith  which  his  quill  runs,  and  in  a  paragraph  much  better 
written  than  I  could  pretend  to  have  done,  fays,  wiih  all  ima- 
ginary felf-importance, 

"  During  a  period  of  five  years,  we  have  maintained  a  con- 
<:  tinued  and  defperate  ftate  of  war  in  every  part  of  India;  we 
"  have  fupported  your  other  Prefidencies  not  by  fcanty  and 
"  ineffeclual  fupplies,  but  by  an  anxious  anticipation  of  all 
"  their  wants,  and  by  a  moft  prompt  and  liberal  relief  of 
"  them ;  we  have  afliiied  the  China  trade,  and  have  provided 
"  larger  inveftments  from  this  Prefidency  than  it  has  ever  fur - 
"  nimed  in  any  given  period  of  the  fame  length,  from  the  firft 
"  hour  of  its  efrablifhment  to  the  prefent  time.  In  the  per- 
"  formance  of  thefe  fervices  we  have  fought  but  little  pecu- 
"  niary  afliflance  from  home;  unwilling  to  add  to  the  domeflic 
'•'  embarrafTments  of  our  honourable  emplpyers,  we  have 
"  avoided  drawing  on  you  for  fupplies,  upon  many  occafions 
"  that  would  have  jurtified  us  in  feeking  fuch  afliflance.  In 
cc  all  the  exertions  of  this  government,  great  and  fuccefsful  as 
'•  they  have  been,  it  has  upheld  itfelf  with  its  own  refources : 
-'  thefe.  indeed,  are  not  now  fo  unincumbered  as  at  tbe  com- 
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f<  mencement  of  our  difficulties ;  yet,  considering  the  various 
"  purpofes  to  which  they  have  been  applied,  they  are  but  im- 
"  paired,  and  require  only  a  fhort  interval  of  peace  to  reftore 
"  them  to  more  than  their  former  vigour  and  abundance." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  may  have  his  hopes,  that 
the  Company  will  go  on  more  profperoufly  in  future,  than  it 
has  done  hitherto;  paft  experience  leads  me  to  think  the  con- 
trary. If  therefore  the  right  honourable  gentleman  carries  his 
hopes  with  him,  my  fears  remain,  and  I  fee  no  reafon  to  part 
with  them  for  more  pleafant  fenfations. 

Having  acquired  the  independency  I  poflefs  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Eafl-India  Company,  it  may  be  thought  my  conduct 
this  day  favours  of  ingratitude  to  my  benefactors.  To  fuch 
an  arrangement  I  beg  leave  to  plead  not  guilty;  no  one  of  the 
fervants  of  the  Eafl-India  Company  wimes  better  to  its  real 
interefts  than  I  do.  But  I  make  a  great  diftinction  between 
the  Eaft-India  Company  and  its  component  parts.  For  the 
Company  I  feel  every  poflible  emotion  of  gratitude  and  refpect. 
Towards  the  Court  of  Directors  and  the  Court  of  Proprietors, 
I  am  imprefled  with  very  different  fentimerits.  The  firft  has 
uniformly  honoured  me  with  their  oppofition  ;  and,  indeed,  I 
believe  Mr.  Haflinge  does  not  confider  himfelf  much  more 
obliged  to  them  than  I  do.  For  the  Court  of  Proprietors  alfo 
I  entertain  no  very  eminent  degree  of  refpect.  Having  thus 
cleared  myfelf  from  one  imputation,  another  I  yet  remain 
liable  to,  requires  that  I  fhould  fay  fomething  on  that  head.  T 
mean  with  regard  to  Mr.  Haftings,  whofe  name  I  have  fre- 
quently had  occafion-to  mention  in  the  courfe  of  what  I  have 
laid,  and  undoubtedly  not  always  with  the  mofl  profound  re- 
fpect. To  Mr.  Mailings,  however,  I  feel  no  enmity;  I  have 
held  a  con  tell  with  him  for  fix  years  together,  but  we  are  both 
men  of  too  warm  paflions  to  harbour  any  refentments  againil 
each  other.  The  object  of  our  conteft  is  now  at  an  end,  and 
fo  ought  the  temporary  impreffion  of  it  to  be.  I  can  very 
fafely  fay,  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  unfriendly  motive  againil 
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Mr.  Haftings  perfonally,  and  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  acquit 
him  of  feeling  any  againft  me.  Every  thing  that  I  have  faid 
this  day  relative  to  Mr.  Haftings,  I  would  have  faid  had  Mr. 
Haftings  been  prefent.  Indeed  he  may  be  faid  to  be  prefent 
by  his  Reprefentatives.  [A  loud  laugh.]  Mr.  Haftings  how- 
ever knows,  that  I  never  was  very  anxious  of  concealing  any 
opinion  oppofite  to  his  own,  that  he  might  happen  to  hold.  I 
have  uniformly  convinced  Mr.  Haftings,  while  in  India,  that  I 
had  not  that  foible  among  the  many  others  that  might  mark 
my  character. 

Mr.  Haftings  has  great  talents,  but  he  is  a  man,  \\hofe 
warmth  of  imagination,  and  force  of  feeling,  diminiihes,  and  in 
a  great  degree  deftroys  the  operation  of  his  judgement,  whence 
in  a  variety  of  inftances  his  predictions  have  proved  untrue, 
and  his  opinions  have  been  contradicted  by  events.  In  proof  of 
the  truth  of  this  character,  when  I  ftated  in  Council  at  Ben- 
gal the  probability  of  Hyder  Ally's  invading  the  Carnatic, 
Mr.  Haftings  treated  the  idea  as  fanciful  and  improbable,  and 
roundly  afierted  that  the  circumftance  could  not  happen.  How 
much  Mr.  Haftings  was  deceived,  the  world  but  too  well 
knows.  Again,  Mr.  Haftings  placed  a  blind  confidence  in 
Modajee  Boofla,  and  upheld  him  as  the  faft  friend  of  the  Com- 
pany and  their  fervants,  contrary  to  the  advice  and  opinion  of 
every  other  Member  of  the  Council  of  Bengal,  at  the  very 
time,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  that  Modajee  Boofla  was  moft 
bufy  in  plotting  and  conducting  intrigues  with  the  other  Indian 
powers,  big  with  danger  to  the  Company's  interefts.  In  va- 
rious inftances  alfo  Mr.  Haftings,  from  the  fanguine  propen- 
fity  of  his  mind,  fell  a  dupe  to  men  much  lefs  able  than  him- 
felf,  and  was  made  the  tool  of  the  country  princes.  The  great 
forte  of  Mr.  Haftings  is  his  power  of  the  pen,  by  dint  of 
which  alone  he  can  cover  falfhood  with  plaufibility,  and  almoft 
lay  fufpicion  afleep.  A  greater  proof  of  this  faculty  need  not 
be  fought  after,  than  the  lettersof  the  Governor  General,  dated 
Bengal?  December  16,  fuggefts-;  in  that  letter,  we  had  ani- 
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mated  defcription,  pleafing  painting,  and  a  captivating  effect  ; 
but  unfortunately,  when  examined,  the  whole  turned  out  to  be 
a  work  of  the  imagination  merely.  I  have  received  an  anony- 
mous letter,  figned  Detector,  which  threatens  me  with  every 
poflible  vengeance,  if  1  dare  to  animadvert  on  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Haftings,  and  menaces  me  with  a  difcovery  of  my  own 
crimes,  mould  I  rafhly  venture  to  cenfure  that  great  man, 
with  whom  I  am  known  to  have  differed  fo  much  in  opinion 
in  India.  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  ftate  this  circumftance  to 
the  Houfe,  although  I  defy  the  author's  impotent  malice,  and 
laugh  at  his  empty  menaces  ! 

Mr.  Francis,  July  2,  1784. 

I  rife  in  this  early  ftage  of  the  debate,  becaufe  I  conceive 
myfelf  particularly  called  upon  by  what  has  dropped  from  the 
honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Francis) ;  and  I  do 
affure  the  Houfe,  that  in  a  debate  of  fuch  great  national  im- 
portance, it  was  not  my  intention  to  have  mentioned  a  fyllable 
about  myfelf  or  Mr.  Haftings.  I  fit  in  this  Houfe,  not  as  the 
reprefentative  of  Mr.  Haftings,  but  as  an  independent  Member 
of  Parliament,  having  fome  ftake  in  this  country,  totally  in- 
dependent of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  in  whole  fervice  my 
acquifitions  are  very  fmall,  though  I  had  the  honour  to  ferve 
them  near  fixteen  years.  The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  he 
has  received  an  anonymous  letter,  figned  Detector,  in  which 
the  writer  threatens  him  with  vengeance  if  he  oppofes  Mr. 
Haftings.  The  honourable  gentleman  will  give  me  credit 
when  I  declare  to  him,  that  I  did  not  write  the  letter;  that  no 
man  defpifes  anonymous  flanders  more  than  I  do,  and  I  declare' 
that  I  never  wrote  a  line  in  my  life,  which  I  would  deny,  or  for 
which  I  atn  not  at  all  times  ready  to  be  accountable.  But  as 
the  writer  has  affumed  the  fignature  of  Detector,  I  allure  the 
honourable  gentleman,  the  perfon  who  addreffes  him  is  not  the 
writer  of  thofe  admirable  ftrictures  on  the  Reports  of  the  Se- 
lect Committee  of  the  laft  Parliament.  The  gentleman  who 
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wrote  thofe  letters  is  not  in  England,  nor  in  Europe,  at  this 
moment.     Having  faid  thus  much,  I  will  now  offer  a  few  re- 
marks upon  what  has  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman, 
who  has  told  the  Committee  they  have  no  fecurity  that  the 
fame  prodigality  which  has  been  pradifed,  will  not  be  con- 
tinued, .or  that  the  Company's  orders  will  not  be  di (regarded  in 
future  as  they  had  been  in  times  pair,     Upon  this  fubjed  I 
ihall  afk  the  honourable  gentleman  one  plain  queftion : — Is  it 
not  a  fact,  that  from  the  year  1772,  to  the  year  1780,  a  period 
of  eight  years,  not  a  fmgle  bill  was  drawn  from  Bengal,  ex- 
cept fuch  aS  were  expreflly  authorifed  by  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors ?     Is  it  not  equally  a  matter  of  fad,  that  the  bills  drawn 
in  1781,  and  the  following  years,  were  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  furniming  an  inveftment  for  the  Company  ?      Is   it  not 
equally  a  matter  of  fad,  that  this  was  the  only  poffible  mode 
by  which  an  inveftment  could  be  furnifhed;  and  why  ?     Be- 
caufe  in  the  laft  five  years  no  lefs  a  fum  than  fix  millions  and 
a  half  fterling,  or  fix  hundred  and  fifty  lacks  of  rupees,   was 
fent  from  Bengal  to  Madras  and  Bombay,  for  the  fupport  of  the 
war.     At  this  period  too,  when  we  were   ftruggling  for  our 
exiftence  as  a  nation  in  India,  when  there  were  oppofed  to  us 
feventeen  fail  of  the  line  and  fix  thoufand  of  the  troops  of 
France  ;  when  we  were  at  war  with  the  Mahrattas,  and  Hyder 
Ally  in  poffeffion  of  three  fourths  of  the  Carnatic,  when  our 
armies  there  were  paid  and  fed  in  a  great  meafure  from  Bengal, 
was  it  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Haftings  was  not  able  to  appro- 
priate any  portion  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal  to  the  purchafe  of 
an  inveftment  ?   The  queftion  therefore  was  limply  this  :  Was 
it  better  to  take  up  money  in  Bengal  for  bills  upon  England, 
and  to  apply  that  money  wholly  and  exclufively   to  the  pur- 
chafe  of  an  inveftment,  or  that  the  inveftment  for  three  years 
fhould  have  been  difcontinued  ?     I  am  really  forry  to  be  under 
the  neceflity  of  mentioning  the  name  of  Mr.  Haftings  fo  fre- 
quently, but  the  honourable  gentleman  reduces  me  to  that  ne- 
ceflity ;  I  mean   no  difrefpect  to  the  honourable  gentleman, 
I  a  when 
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when  I  fay,  that  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Haftings  are  of  confs- 
quence  enough  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  Committee  for 
a  moment.  I  give  the  honourable  gentleman  full  credit  for 
the  purity  of  his  motives,  and  I  believe  he  no  longer  bears  an 
enmity  to  Mr.  Haltings.  But  what  has  the  Committee  to  do 
•with  their  differences.  They  are  now  upon  a  fubject  of  the 
greateft  national  importance,  and  I  really  am  amamed  to  lofea 
moment  in  the  difcuffion  of  points  that  are  purely  perfonal. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  gone  through  a  variety  of  cal- 
culations, to  prove  we  are  ruined  paft  redemption,  and  that  at 
the  end  of  fix  years  the  Company  will  owe  nine  millions 
fterling  and  upwards.  If  that  is  really  the  cafe,  they  are  in 
amoft  deplorable  ftate:  but  the  honour  able  gentleman's  calcu- 
lations have  ever  been  unfavourable  to  the  Company  and  its 
fervants.  Let  any'gentleman  read  his  minutes  when  firft  he 
arrived  in  Bengal,  or  his  letter  from  St.  Helena,  or  from  his 
houfe  in  Harley  Street,  to  the  Court  of  Directors.  I  am  fure 
I  do  not  mean  to  impute  to  the  honourable  gentleman  an  in- 
tention to  deceive:  but  it  was  the  honourable  gentleman's 
cuftom  to  ftate  the  Company's  affairs  in  the  moft  unfavourable 
point  of  view.  Mr.  Haftings,  perhaps,  might  on  the  other 
hand  be  too  fanguine.  But  without  difputing  the  honourable 
gentleman's  calculations,  or  entering  into  the  intricacies  of  the 
China  trade,  I  will  beg  leaue  to  ftate  the  tranfactions  in  Ben- 
gal as  they  actually  happened  in  the  laft  fourteen  years.  [Here 
a  loud  laugh.]  I  beg  the  Committee  will  not  be  alarmed,  for 
t  will  pafs  over  thofe  fourteen  years  in  lefs  than  five  minutes. 
The  Committee  Will  recollect,  that  in  the  year  1770,  bills 
were  drawn  upon  the  Company  from  Bengal  to  the  amount 
of  one  million  one  hundred  thoufaud  pounds,  at  the  recom- 
menchtion  of  an  honourable  gentleman,  not  now  a  Member  of 
this  Houfe;  I  mean  General  Smith,  and  that  this  unexpected 
draft  was  made  in  a  feafon  of  profound  peace.  The  fact  being, 
that  after  paying  the  civil  and  military  charges,  ftipends,  &c. 
there  was -not  a  fufficient  furplvisat  the  end  of  fix  years  peace, 
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for  the  purehafe  of  an  inveftment  in  Bengal.  This  threw  the 
Company  upon  this  Houfe  for  relief;  and,  to  v.fe  the  words  of 
an  honourahle  Baronet,  relief  and  reformation  went  together. 
The  Regulating  Adi  of  1773  paffed,  to  which  they  owed  the 
fervices  of  the  honourable  gentleman  in  India.  In  April  1/72, 
Mr.  Hailings,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Company,  became 
Governor  cf  Bengal;  at  which  period  the  bond  debt  was  100 
lacks,  and  unavoidably  increafed  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
lacks  foon  after.  Upon  this  fyilem,  the  Company  could  not 
be  expe&ed  to  go  on.  But  what  was  the  alteration  produced 
in  four  years.  Not  only  was  the  bond  debt  completely  dif- 
charged — not  only  was  an  ample  fum  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  an  inveftment,  but  there  was  actually  a  balance  in  the 
Company's  Treafury,  in  Bengal,  of  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
feven  lacks  of  rupees.  Will  the  honourable  gentleman  fay,  this 
flate  of  profperity  was  not  the  confequence  of  meafures  adopted 
by  Mr.  Hailings  previous  to  his  arrival  in  Odtober  1774,  or 
to  the  ceconomical  retrenchments  which  took  place  fubfequent 
to  that  period  ?  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  by  an  invef- 
tigation  of  the  Mahratta  war.  It  was  as  much  condemned  by- 
Mr.  Hailings,  as  by  the  colleagues  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. General  Clavering  and  Colonel  Monfon,  whofe  names 
he  ever  had  mentioned,  and  ever  fhould  mention,  with  refpecl. 
I  am  happy  on  this  day  to  have  the  honour  of  feeing  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  (Lord  North).  The  noble  Lord  will 
do  Mr.  Hailings  the  juflice  to  fay,  the  fecond  Mahratta  war 
was  not  to  be  imputed  to  him.  The  noble  Lord  is  fully  ac- 
quainted with  every  Hep  taken  by  Mr.  Haftings.  He  knew 
the  intelligence  he  receivld,  and  the  credit  he  juflly  gave  to 
that  intelligence.  The  fecond  Mahratta  war  was  folely  to  be 
imputed  to  the  American  war,  a  fad  I  am  ready  to  prove  at 
any  time.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox,)  who 
fits  near  the  noble  Lord,  faid,  and  truly  faid  at  that  time,  that 
one  confequence  of  the  American  war  would  be,  our  being  in- 
volved in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  honourahle  gen- 
I  3  tleman 
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tleman  had  called  upon  the  learned  gentleman  who  fat  below 
him,  to  aflift  him  in  expoflng  the  wild  fchemes  of  Mr. 
Haftings :  hut  will  the  honourable  gentleman  be  pleafed  to  re- 
collet  the  ground  upon  which  that  learned  gentleman  pro- 
ceeded. His  argument  was,  Mr.  Haftings  had  forfeited  the 
confidence  of  the  native  Princes  in  India.  They  would  not 
treat  with  him,  he  Could  not  make  a  Mahratta  peace,  and 
therefore  he  ought  to  be  recalled.  Will  the  learned  gentleman 
now  hold  that  language  ?  Will  the  learned  gentleman  now 
iay  that  Mr.  Haftings  did  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tive Princes,  or  that  at  a  moment  of  difficulty  and  danger,  he 
did  not  conclude  the  Mahratta  peace  ?  What  was  the  dif- 
ference between  the  learned  gentleman  and  the  Court  of  Pro- 
prietors with  refped  to  Mr.  Haftings?  Not  that,  Mr. 
Haftings  was  a  delinquent.  I  never  heard  the  learned  gen- 
tleman aver  an  opinion  of  his  delinquency.  The  learned  gen- 
tleman conceived  that  the  removal  of  Mr.  Haftings  was  ne- 
cefTary  to  conciliate  the  minds  of  the  native  Princes  in  India, 
and  for  the  re-eltablifhment  of  peace.  The  Court  of  Propri- 
etors were  of  an  opinion  directly  contrary,  and  experience  has 
proved,  that  the  Proprietors  were  right,  and  the  learned  gen- 
tleman wrong.  Whether  Mr.  Haftings  was,  or  was  not  the 
author  of  the  Mahratta  war,  whether  he  gave  too  much  credit 
to  the  intelligence  tranfmitted  to  him  from  Europe  or  not; 
whether  it  was  the  aft  of  a  wife  man,  or  a  romantic  attempt 
to  march  a  detachment  acrofs  India,  is  by  no  means  the  pre- 
fent  queftion.  Let  us  confider  what  was  their  fituation  by  the 
lateft  advices :  in  the  height  of  the  Mahratta  war,  Hyder 
Ally  Cawn  invaded  the  Carnatic.  To  preferve  that  important 
branch  of  our  dominion  in  India,  Mr.  Haftings,  at  a  moment 
when  merchant  fhips  would  not  attempt  a  paffage  to  Madras, 
propofed  fending  640  Europeans  and  15  lacks  of  rupees  to  the 
Carnatic  by  fea;  and  Sir  Eyre  Coote  nobly  confented  to  rifque 
his  high  military  reputation  at  the  head  of  a  defeated  and  dif- 
perfed  army.  Mr.  Haftings  alfo  propofed  to  fend  a  very  con- 
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fulerable  detachment  to  Madras  by  land.  It  was  immediately 
formed,  and  joined  Sir  Eyre  Coote  before  his  iecond  general 
action  with  Hyder;  nor  can  I  conceive,  that  the  late  Houfeof 
Commons  condemned  the  tranfaclion,  that  the  march  of  tliis 
great  detachment  through  the  territories  of  Modajee  Boofla 
was  purchafed  too  dearly  by  the  fum  of  money  given  to  his  fon 
Chemnajee.  From  that  period  every  poffihle  afliftance  was  af- 
forded by  the  Supreme  Council  to  the  government  of  Madras; 
and  after  a  variety  of  luccefles  in  a  moil  difficult  and  arduous 
war,  our  army  was  befieging  the  French  forces  in  Cuddalore, 
when  intelligence  of  the  peace  arrived  in  India.  I  believe 
in  my  conscience,  that  peace  has  faved  the  country;  but  was 
any  pofTible  exertion  neglected  by  Mr.  Haft  ings  to  feed  and  to 
pay  the  army  at  Madras,  or  to  enable  the  Bombay  forces  to 
make  that  diverfion  which  at  the  moft  critical  moment  of 
the  war  drew  Tippoo  Saib  out  of  the  Carnatic  ?  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  however,  has  palled  in  illence  over  the 
dangers  we  efcaped,  pafled  in  lilence  over  the  difficulties  we 
furmounted,  and  fays,  we  have  not  peace  with  Tippoo  Saib  ! 
I  am  not  afraid  of  committing  my  ielf  by  faying^  that  I  believe 
we  have  peace  with  Tippoo  Saib,  and  that  I  believe  he  is  ut- 
terly unable  to  continue  the  war.  I  believe  alfo,  that  his  only 
chance  for  lafety  is  in  peace.  But  admitting  for  a  moment  that 
it  is  not  concluded,  have  we  a  Mahratta  war  now  to  lupport  r 
Have  we  feveuteen  fail  of  the  line,  and  fix  thoufand  land  forces 
belonging  to  France,  oppofed  to  xu>  t  Or  is  Tippoo  Saib  now 
in  the  heart  of  the  Carnatic  ?  We  never  can  have  fuch  a  com- 
bination to  ftruggle  with  again;  and  I  repeat  it,  that  putting 
together  the  intelligence  from  Tanjore  and  from  BuiTorah,  I 
believe  that  at  this  moment  the  peace  with  Tippoo  is  con- 
cluded. Without  wHliing  to  lay  any  thing  that  may  give 
offence,  let  us  confider  how  the  war  has  ended  in  different 
quarters  of  the  globe ;  in  Europe  we  have  loft  Minorca;  in 
America,  thirteen  provinces  and  the  two  Flcridas;  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  Tobago  and  fome  fettlements  in  Africa.  ^  e 
I  4  have 
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have  contracted  a  debt  of  one  hundred  millions  and  upwards1, 
and  have  loft  above  a  hundred  thoufand  men,  but  in  India  we 
have  preferved  all  our  former  pofleflions,  and  we  have  yielded 
up  Chandenagore,  arid  all  the  French  fettlements  in  Bengal, 
We  have  yielded  Pondicherry,  Carical,  and  every  fettlement, 
We  have  conquered  from  the  French  upon  the  coafts  of  Coro- 
mandel  and  the  Malabar.  We  have  given  back  to  the  Dutch, 
Chenfurah,.  Calcapore,  and  their  fettlements  on  their  coafts, 
Negapatnam  excepted.  I  fhould  rather  fay,  this  nation  has 
given  up,  and  wifely  given  up  the  conquefts  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  to  prevent  farther  facrifices  \vhere  they  would  have 
been  more  felt  by  the  public.  We  have  contracted  a  ueb»: 
during  this  long  and  arduous  war,  not  equal  to  one  year  of 
our  net  revenues;  and  fhall  the  Company  be  ftiled  a  burden 
upon  the  State,  or  fhall  its  fervants,  who  have  exerted  them- 
felves  fo  meritoriou'fly,  be  calumniated,  inftead  of  receiving  the 
praife  due  to  their  merit  ?  But  the  honourable  gentleman 
fays,  we  have  no  fecurity  that  ceconomy  will  be  pra&ifed  in 
Bengal,  except  we  argue  in  favour  of  future  obedience  from 
paft  dilbbedience.  If  the  fact  is  fo,  why  in  the  name  of  God 
do  we  not  remove  thofe  men  who  will  not  obey  our  orders  ? 
Was  Mr.  Haftings  in  the  way  of  any  fcheme  of  reformation  r 
Had  he  not  expreflly  and  anxioufly  written  to  defire  that  a 
fucceflor  might  be  fent  out  ?  I  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord  in  the 
blue  ribband,  whether  it  had  not  invariably  been  the  language 
of  Mr.  Haftings,  "  remove  me,  or  confirm  me ;  the  govern- 
ment of  India  fhould  be  fupported  by  the  government  at  home; 
and  if  you  will  not  give  me  your  confidence,  recall  me."  I 
earneftly  hope,  that  if  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  or  if  the  Court 
of  Directors,  will  not  give  their  confidence  to  Mr.  Haftings, 
they  will  inftantly  remove  him.  I  hope,  if  they  conceive  that 
he  will  not  rigidly  execute  every  order  they  fend  to  him  rela- 
tive to  ceconomical  retrenchments,  that  they  will  inftantly  re- 
move him.  I  have  heard  this  language  of  Mr.  Haftings's  dif- 
obedience  repeated  in  fpeeches;  I  have  feen  it  inferted  in 
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pamphlets  and  newfpapers;  but  when  gentlemen  are  puftied 
upon  the  fubjedr,  they  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Hale 
charge  of  not  fending  Mr.  Briftow  to  Oud,  and  Mr.  Fowke  to 
Benares.  And  here  I  muft  fay,  that  whether  Mr.  Haftings  is 
to  be  continued  or  not,  or  whoever  goes  out  to  fucceed  him, 
the  government  of  India  muft  be  in  India,  and  this  Houfe  muft 
give  up  the  ridiculous  idea  of  appointing  gentlemen  to  mini- 
fterial  offices,  either  from  Leadenhall  Street,  or  this  end  of  the 
town.  The  fyftem  is  new,  and  deftrudHve  in  the  extreme,  of 
pointing  out  to  their  governments  in  India  who  they  fhall  em- 
ploy in  offices  of  truft  and  importance.  Will  the  honourable 
gentleman,  or  will  any  other  honourable  gentleman,  point  out 
a  fingle  order  fent  from  this  country  relative  to  oeconomical  ic- 
trenchments  which  have  been  difobeyed  in  the  laft  three  years? 
There  is,  indeed,  a  difference  of  opinion  between  Mr.  Haftings 
and  the  Directors,  relative  to  the  duration  of  contracts;  but 
that  is  of  a  very  old  date,  and  will  make  no  difference  to  the 
prefent  argument.  I  (hall  now  briefly  ftate  my  ideas  of  what 
could  be  done  in  Bengal.  The  "Houfe  had  authentic  official 
advice,  that  the  army  in  Bengal  had  been  confiderably  re- 
duced ;  they  knew  that  Colonel  Morgan's  detachment  was,  on 
the  23d  of  January,  within  twelve  Cofs  of  Gualior;  confe- 
quently  that  by  the  ift  of  February  it  would  be  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Jumna,  when  it  was  inftantly  to  be  reduced.  Admitting 
the  peace  not  to  be  concluded  with  Tippoo,  the  fervices  of  the 
Bengal  detachment  at  Madras  were  no  longer  neceflary.  I 
therefore  believe,  that  by  the  ift  of  May  every  military 
expence  of  the  Bengal  army  was  brought  within  one  hundred 
and  ten  lacks  a  year.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
not  to  truft  merely  to  this,  but  to  point  fpecifically  the  reduc- 
tions that  fliould  be  made,  and  to  take  care  that  the  expence 
they  authorize  is  not  exceeded.  The  civil  diftmrfements  are 
efti  mated  at  more  than  thirty-nine  lacks,  including  the  expence 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature;  but  allowing  fifty  lacks 
for  the  civil  charges  and  the  marine,  allowing  tweftty-one 

lacks 


J2O 


BEAUTIES    OF    THE 


lacks  for  iHpends,  and  twenty  lacks  for  coutingencies,  beyond 
the  very  high  rate  at  which  I  have  ftated  the  difburfements, 
and  from  the  net  revenues  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  OrifTa ;  Be- 
nares, Vizier's  fubfidyr  and  the  profit  upon  fait  and  opium, 
including  alfo  the  fale  of  our  imports,  there  will  flill  remain 
a  furplus  of  above  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  lacks  of  rupees, 
for  the  purchafe  of  future  investments,  for  paying  the  intereft 
of  the  bonded  debts  of  India,  and  for  a  gradual  liquidation  of 
the  principal. 

In  ftating  thefubfidy  of  the  Vizier,  I  confine  myfelf  to  the 
two  lacks  and  fixty  thoufand  rupees  a  month,  which  he  pays 
for  a  complete  brigade  by  the  treaty  of  1775.  But  his  Excel- 
lency is  alfo  engaged  to  pay  feventy  thoufand  rupees  a  month 
for  every  regiment  of  Sepoys  which  he  may  choofe  to  flation 
in  his  dominions,  beyond  the  complete  brigade,  and  a  fixed  fum 
for  the  Ordnance  department.  At  prefent  there  are  fix  regi- 
ments upon  this  fubfidy  in  the  Vizier's  dominions,  which  is  fo 
far  a  faving  to  the  Company.  If  at  any  future  period  (of  which 
I  haAe  no  idea)  the  Vizier  fliould  wifh  to  recal  all  our  forces 
from  Oud,  their  line  of  defence  will  be  circumfcribed,  and  a 
proportional  reduction  of  the  army  muft  take  place ;  and  when 
we  are  again  brought  within  the  banks  of  the  CarumnaiTa, 
eighty  lacks  of  rupees  will  amply  provide  for  as  large  an  army 
as  will  be  ueceflary  for  our  complete  defence;  I  perfectly  agree 
with  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  from  Bengal  the  intereft 
of  the  bond  debts  in  India  muft  be  paid,  and  the  principal  li- 
quidated, whenever  it  is  liquidated :  yet  I  have  the  authority  of 
Lord  Macartney  for  fuppofing,  that  on  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
peace,  the  Carnatic  will  bear  its  own  expences,  and  furnifli  a 
cargo  for  Europe.  I  hope  it  will  be  fo,  and  then  it  will  be  a 
relief  to  Bengal,  which  I  have  not  yet  calculated.  I  did  intend 
to  have  made  a  few  remarks  upon  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  before  us,  and  to  have  noticed  two  or  three  very 
glaring  errors;  but  I  fhall  leave  this  to  other  gentlemen,  as  I 
am  of  opinion  obfervations  will  not  efcape  them.  I  have  the 
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higheft  opinion  of  the  integrity,  ability,  and  impartiality  of 
the  gentlemen  who  compofe  the  Committee ;  but  this  is  an 
additional  proof  of  the  abfurdity  of  a  Committee  of  this  Houfe 
entering  upon  the  detail  of  an  Indian  account  without  having 
.a  fmgle  gentleman  among  them  who,  from  local  knowledge 
and  long  experience,  can  be  enabled  to  point  0ut  to  them  the 
neceffary  papers'  and  documents  which  they  fhould  refer  to. 
Major  Scott%  July  2,  1784. 
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J.T  is  well  known,  that  by  the  Conftitution  of  this  kingdom 
all  elections,  of  whatever  nature,  ought  to  be  made  with  the 
utmoft  fieedom. — We  have  many  laws,  both  ancient  and  mo- 
dern, for  eftablifhing  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  for  pre- 
venting any  undue  influence  that  may  be  made,  either  by  mo- 
ney, by  threats,  or  by  promifes,  upon  the  electors.  The  very 
nature  of  the  thing  requires  it  ihould  be  fo ;  for  every  man  who 
is  allowed  a  vote  at  any  election,  is,  by  law,  presumed  capable 
of  determining  within  himfelf  who  is  the  moft  proper  perfon 
for  that  poft,  office,  or  employment,  to  which  he  is  to  elect ; 
and  if  he  be  directed  in  his  voting,  either  by  money,  by  threats, 
or  by  promifes,  it  is  he  who  directs  that  is  properly  the  eleo 
tor,  and  not  he  who  is  made  the  tool  upon  that  occalion  ;  by 
which  means,  that  election,  which  by  law  ought  to  be  made 
by  a  great  number  of  perfons,  may  come  to  be  directed,  and, 
confequently,  made  by  one  fmgle  man. 

Therefore,  my  Lords,  it  always  has  been  deemed  to  be  a 
maxim  of  the  common  law  of  England,  that  elections  {hall  be 
freely  and  regularly  made,  without  any  interruption  whatever ; 
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and  this  maxim  has  been  confirmed  and  enforced  by  rncft  of  the 
great  Kings  that  ever  reigned  in  this  kingdom.  Under  our 
glorious  King  Edward  the  Firft  was  that  ftatute  made,  which 
is  called,  The  Firft  of  Weftminfter;  and,  by  the  fifth  chapter 
of  that  ftatute,  it  is  expreffly  ordained,  "  That  no  great  man, 
or  any  other  perfon,  (hall,  by  force,  by  malice,  or  by  threats, 
any  way  difpute  the  freedom  of  election,  under  the  pain  of 
grievous  forfeiture ;"  which  is  a  law  ftill  in  force,  and  a  law 
that  relates  to  all  elections  made,  or  to  be  made,  within  this 
kingdom ;  and  fo  careful  were  our  anceftors  6f  preferving  this 
freedom  of  election,  that  even  requefts  and  earneft  felicitations 
were,  in  fuch  cafes,  deemed  unlawful,  as  may  appear  from  that 
ftatute  which  Was  made  in  the  feventh  cf  Henry  the  Fourth, 
and  from  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  the  ftatute  called  arttculi 
fieri,  which  was  made  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Second  ; 
for  it  was  -by  them  moft  reafonably  concluded,  that  if  any  great 
or  powerful  man  was  allowed  but  to  requeft  or  folicit  a  man 
for  his  vote  at  any  election,  that  requeft  or  folicitation  would 
have  the  fame  effect  as  if  he  had  actually  threatened  that  man, 
or  made  promifes  to  him  for  giving  his  vote  as  directed  ;  be- 
caufe  every  man  would  naturally  prefume,  that  if  he  com- 
plied with  the  great  man's  requeft  he  might  expect  his  favour, 
and  if  he  denied  his  requeft  he  muft  expect  his  malice. 

From  hence  it  is  plain,  my  Lords,  that  by  the  very  nature 
of  the  thing,  as  well  as  by  the  ftatute  and  common  law  of 
the  dingdom,  it  is  highly  criminal  in  any  great  man  to  requeft 
or  folicit  votes  at  any  election  ;  but  it  muft  be  ilill  more  cri- 
minal in  any  man  actually  to  give  or  to  prornife  anv  money, 
or  other  reward,  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  efpecially  in  any  thing 
that  relates  to  a  right  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe.  And  what  ap- 
pears to  be  the  undoubted  law  of  this  kingdom,  is  fo  far  from 
being  derogated  from  by  the  union  between  the  two  nations, 
that  it  is  in  the  particular  cafe,  now  before  us,  expreffly  con- 
firmed by  that  act  which  was  made  by  the  Parliament  of  Scot- 
land, for  fettling  the  manner  of  electing  the  fixteen  Peers ;  and 
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which  act  is,  by  the  Parliament  of  both  nations,  declared  to  bt 
as  valid  as  if  the  fame  had  been  part  of  the  articles  of  union. 

Since  then  it  appears,  that  the  refolution  now  piopofed, 
namely,  "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  any  per- 
fon  or  perfons  taking  upon  him  or  them  to  engage  any  Peers  of 
Scotland,  by  thrects,  promife  of  place  or  penfion,  or  any  re- 
ward or  gratuity  whatfoever  from  the  Crown,  to  vote  for  any 
Peer,  or  lift  of  Peers,  to  reprefent  the  Peerage  of  Scotland  in 
Parliament,  is  an  high  infult  on  the  juftice  of  the  Crown,  an 
incroachment  on  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  highly  injurious 
to  the  honour  of  the  Peerage/'  is  nothing  but  a  declaration  of 
what  is  now  the  law  of  Great  Britain,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  for 
our  not  complying  with  the  motion  which  the  noble  Duke  has 
been  pleafed  to  make  us  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  fee  many 
and  ftrong  reafons  for  our  agreeing  to  it,  for  it  certainly  will 
inforce  the  laws  now  in  being  ;  it  will  put  people  in  mind  that 
there  are  fuch  laws,  and  will  contribute  greatly  towards  term 
fying  thofe  who  may  hereafter  have  evil  intentions  from  being 
guilty  of  thofe  practices  which  they  know  to  have  been  fo  to- 
tally condemned  by  this  Houfe ;  and  fuch  a  refolution  is  at  pre- 
fent  the  more  necefTary,  becaufe  of  the  great  complaints  now 
fo  generally  made  over  the  whole  nation  againft  fuch  practices. 
Bribery  and  corruption,  in  elections  of  all  kinds,  is  nor/  fo  uni- 
vjrfally  complained  of,  that  it  is  become  highly  necefTary  for 
this  Houfe  to  come  to  fome  vigorous  refolutions  againft  it,  in 
order  to  convince  the  world,  that  it  has  not  as  yet  got  within 
thefe  walls.  It  has  already,  I  ayi  afraid,  got  too  firm  a  footing 
in  fome  other  parts  of  cur  Conftitution;  what  is  now  propo- 
ied  uill  not,  I  am  afraid,  be  a  fulncie'.it  barrier,  but  I  am  very 
fure,  if  fomethmg  is  not  very  fpeedily  done,  if  f •> m e  effectual 
meafures  are  not  foon  taken  againft  that  deadly  foe  to  our  Con- 
ftitution  ;  I  fay,  I  am  very  fure,  that  in  a  fiiort  time  corrup- 
tion will  become  fo  general,  that  no  man  will  be  afraid  to 
cgnupt,  no  man  will  be  afiiam;d  cf  being  corrupted. 

Though 
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Though  it  cannot  be  affirmed,  my  Lords,  that  any  undue 
influence  has  as  yet  been  made  ufe  of  in  the  election  of  the 
fixteen  Peers  of  Scotland,  though  it  cannot  be  fufpe&ed,  that 
any  fuch  influence  will  ever  be  allowed  of,  much  lefs  approved 
of  by  His  prefent  Majefty,  yet  no  man  can  tell  how  foon  fuch 
a  thing  may  be  attempted ;  and  the  circumftances  of  many  of 
the  Peers  of  that  nation  give  us  great  reafon  to  be  jealous  of 
fuch  attempts.  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  there  are  many  of 
them  who  have  the  misfortune  of  having  but  fmall  eftates  ;  it 
is  well  known,  that  many  of  them  have  commiffions  in  the 
army,  or  places  in  the  Government,  depending  upon  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  Crown ;  and  it  muft  be  granted,  that  fome  of  them 
cannot  well  fupport  the  dignity  of  their  titles,  and  the  ancient 
grandeur  of  their  families,  without  fuch  commiffion  in  the 
army,  or  poft  in  the  Government.  If,  then,  any  future  am- 
bitious Prince  fhould  think  of  fecuring,  by  illegal  means,  a 
majority  in  this  Houfe,  in  order  to  deftroy  the  liberties  of  his 
people  ;  or  if  any  wicked  Minifter,  who  had  got  the  leading 
of  a  weak  Prince,  fhould  think  of  getting  a  corrupt  majority 
in  this  Houfe,  in  order  to  fecure  him  againft  an  impeachment 
from  the  other,  are  not  we  naturally  to  conclude,  that  the  firft 
attempt  of  fuch  a  King,  or  fuch  a  Minifter,  would  be  to  fe- 
cure the  fixteen  Peers  from  Scotland. 

In  fuch  a  cafe,  a  Court  lift,  or  rather  a  Minifterial  lift,  would 
certainly  be  fent  down,  and  every  Peer  of  Scotland  that  did 
not  vote  plump  for  that  lift,  would  be  under-hand  threatened 
with  being  turned  out  of  his  commiffion  in  the  army  or  navy, 
or  oat  of  his  employment  under  the  Government ;  and  others 
would  be  induced  to  vote  for  it  by  fecret  promiies  of  prefer- 
ment, or  of  being  provided  for.  The  noble  families  of  Scot- 
land are,  my  Lords,  as  ancient,  and  have  always  behaved  with 
as  much  honour,  as  the  nobility  of  any  nation  under  the  fun  ; 
but,  in  fuch  cafes,  how  hard  might  be  the  fate  of  fome  of  the 
reprefentativcs  of  the  noble  families  of  that  kingdom  ?  They 
muft  ungratefully  vote  againft  thofe  who,  perhaps,  procured 
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them  their  commiffions,  or  the  pofts  they  enjoy ;  they  muft 
vote  for  thofe  they  know  to  be  men  of  no  worth  or  honour ; 
men  whom  they  know  to  be  mere  tools  of  power ;  or  other- 
wife  they  muft  expect  to  be  ftript  of  all  their  preferments  un- 
der the  Government,  and  thereby  rendered  incapable  of  fup- 
porting  themfelves  in  their  native  country  as  noblemen,  per- 
haps even  as  gentlemen.  This  is  a  misfortun«  which  certainly 
may  happen:  this,  my  Lords,  is  a  misfortune  which,  in  re- 
gard to  our  country,  in  regard  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
this  Houfe,  in  regard  to  our  own  families,  we  ought  to  provide 
againft,  and  we  cannot  provide  againft  it  too  foon. 

I  fay,  my  Lords,  that  it  is  a  misfortune  which,  in  regard  even 
to  our  own  families,  we  ought  to  provide  againft  ;  for  it  is  well 
known,  that  there  is  but  feldom  any  difference  between  the 
Royal  and  the  Minifterial  power.  There  can  never  be  any  dif- 
ference between  the  two,  but  when  there  is  a  juft,  a  wife,  and 
an  active  Prince  upon  the  throne ;  for  when  there  is  an  ambi- 
tious, and  an  unjuft  Prince  upon  the  throne,  his  Minifters  will 
readily  fubmit ;  he  will  make  every  thing  fubmit  to  his  power  if 
he  can  ;  and  when  a  weak  or  an  indolent  Prince  happens  to  be 
upon  the  throne,  the  whole  Royal  power  will  always  be  lodged 
with  the  Minifter?,  and  generally  in  one  prime  Minifter ;  and 
as  fuch  Minifters  always  endeavour  to  act  in  an  arbitrary  way, 
they  never  will  employ  any  but  thofe  who  will  meanly  fubmit 
to  be  their  tools  ;  all  others  they  will  endeavour  to  oppofe  or 
deftroy.  It  is  certain,  that  men  of  great  families  and  fortunes, 
who  have  any  fenfe  or  penetration,  will  never  fo  eafily  fubmit 
to  the  arbitrary  views  of  a*a  ambitious  Prince,  nor  will  they  fo 
eafily  fubmit  to  be  the  tools  of  an  over-bearing  Minifter,  as 
fools  or  mean  upftarts;  and,  therefore,  no  fuch  Prince  or 
prime  Minifter  never  will  employ  any  of  them,  if  they  can 
do  without.  While  the  ancient  dignity  and  weight  of  this 
Houfe  is  preferved,  the  ancient  and  great  families  of  the  king- 
dom will  be  able  to  confine  the  reins  of  an  ambitious  Prince, 
and  to  force  him  to  delegate  a  juft  proportion  of  his  power  to 
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them ;  and  they  will  always  be  in  a  condition  to  force  them- 
felves  in  upon  a  prime  Minifter,  not  as  his  tools,  but  as  his 
partners  in  power.  But  if  it  fhould  once  come  to  be  in  the 
power  of  a  prince,  or  Minifter,  to  fee u re,  by  difhonourable 
means,  a  majority  in  this  Houfe,  -the  greatefl  part  of  our  pof- 
terity  will  for  ever  be  excluded  from  all  (hare  in  the  Govern- 
inent  of  their  country ;  none  but  mean  tools  of  power,  and 
knavifli  upftarts,  will  be  employed  in  the  Adminiftration ;  and, 
perhaps,  even  our  next  fucceflbrs  may  fee  a  wicked  and  over- 
bearing prime  Minifter  of  State  at  the  head  of  a  parcel  of 
fools  and  knaves,  carrying  things  in  the  Houfe  by  a  majority, 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  generality  of  mankind  out  of 
doors,  and  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  every  honeft  man  of 
fenfe  within. 

To  me,  my  Lords,  it  is  as  clear  as  demon  ft  ration,  that  an 
utter  excluiion  of  all  the  nobility  in  Great  Britain,  who  had 
either  honour  or  good  fenfe,  from  any  fhare  in  the  Admini- 
ftration, will  be  the  certain  confequence  of  the  Court's  get- 
ting it  in  their  power,  to  fecure,  by  corruption,  a  majority  in 
this  Houfe.  But,  I  am  mu<»h  afraid,  the  misfortune  would 
not  ftop  here ;  1  am  afraid,  that  fuch  a  Court  would  foori  begin 
to  think  of  getting  rid  of  every  family  in  the  nation  which 
could  be  any  way  troublefome  to  them ;  and  of  fuch  a  refo- 
lution,  my  Lords,  fupported  by  fuch  a  majority,  how  fatal 
might  be  the  confequences  to  every  one  of  your  Lordlhips'  fa- 
milies, which  happened  unfortunately,  at  that  time,  to  have  a 
reprefentative  beloved  in  his  country,  and  efteemed  for  his 
great  honour,  and  his  good  fenfe.  Of  fuch  confequences  I 
have  the  moil  terrible  apprehenfions ;  I  hope  no  fuch  cafe  will 
ever  happen;  but  1  mult  defire  your  Lordfhips  to  confider  how 
great  an  influence  a  number  of  fixteen  fuch  votes  might  have 
upon  all  the  refoliitions  of  this  Houfe.  Look  into  your  jour- 
nals, look  into  the  hiftories  of  this  nation,  and  you  will  fee 
how  many  queftions,  queftions  in  which  the  very  being  of  our 
Conftitution  was  deeply  concerned,  have  been  carried  againft 

the 
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the  then  enemies  of  our  Conftitution,  by  a  majority  of  a  much 
fmaller  number,  perhaps  by  a  majority  of  not  above  two  or 
three.  Can  we,  then,  be  too  jealous  of  the  method  of  elect  - 
ing  the  fixteen  Peers  of  Scotland  ?  Can  we  refufe,  or  neglect 
to  ufe,  all  thofe  means  that  lie  in  our  power  for  preventing 
their  being  ever  chofen  by  minifterial  influence  ?  Can  we  fup- 
pofethat  all  thofe  who  are  chofen  by  fuch  an  influence  will  not 
vote  in  this  Houfe  under  that  influence  by  which  they  are 
chofen  ? 

Cuftom,  my  Lords,  is  of  a  mighty  prevalent  nature  ;  even 
virtue  itfelf  owes  its  refpect,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  cuftom ; 
and  vice,  by  being  openly  and  avowedly  practifed,  foon  comes 
to  difguile  itfelf,  and  affumes  the  habit  of  virtue.  If  minirVe- 
rial  influence,  if-  private  and  felfifh  views,  fhould  once  come 
to  be  fole  directors  in  voting  at  the  election  of  the  fixteen  Peers 
of  Scotland,  the  practice  would  very  foon  get  even  into  this 
Houfe  itfelf;  and,  as  inferiors  are  always  apt  to  imitate  their 
fuperiors,  it  would  from  thence  defcend  to  every  election,  and 
to  every  ailembly  in  Great  Britain.  Corruption  would  then 
come  to  be  openly  and  generally  avowed ;  it  would  aflume  the 
habit  of  virtue ;  the  facraficing  of  our  country,  the  facrirking 
of  all  the  ties  of  honour,  friendfhip,  and  blood,  to  any  per- 
fonal  advantage  or  preferment,  would  be  called  prudence  and 
good  fenfe,  and  every  contrary  behaviour  would  be  called 
madnefs  and  folly.  Then,  indeed,  if  there  were  a  man  of 
virtue  left  in  the  nation,  he  might  have  reafon  to  cry  out  with 
the  celebrated  Roman  patriot,  "  Oh  virtue  !  I  have  followed 
thee  as  a  real  good,  but  now  I  find  thou  art  nothing  but  an 
empty  name."  It  was,  my  Lords,  the  general  corruption  he 
found  in  his  country  that  led  that  great  man  into  fuch  an  ex- 
preflion  :  he  died  in  the  defence  of  liberty  and  virtue,  and 
with  him  expired  the  laft  remains  of  the  liberty  and  virtue  of 
his  country;  for  virtue  and  liberty  always  go  hand  in  hand  ; 
wherever  one  is,  there  likewife  is  the  other;  and,  from  every 
country,  they  take  their  flight  together. 

VOL.  II.  K  I  have 
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I  have  faid,  my  Lords,  that  it  cannot  be  affirmed,  that  any 
undue  influence  has  yet  been  made  ufe  of  in  the  ele6tion  of 
the  Peers  for  Scotland ;  but  yet  it  muft  be  granted,  that  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  the  late  Queen's  reign,  there  feems  to 
be  a  ftrong  fufpicion,  that  fome  extraordinary  influence  was 
then  made  ufe  of;  for  the  fixteen  that  were  firft  chofen  after 
the  union,  were  all  fuch  as  were  known  to  have  a  true  zeal  and 
affection  for  the  Revolution,  and  for  the  prefent  eftablifhment. 
Soon  after  there  was  a  change  in  the  Miniftry  here,  and,  upon 
that,  a  new  Parliament :  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  there  was  any 
change  among  the  electors  of  the  fixteen  Peers  of  Scotland, 
they  neceflarily  continued  to  be  the  fame ;  and  yet  there  was 
fuch  a  thorough  change  among  the  fixteen  reprefentatives  then 
chofen,  that  hardly  one  of  the  former  was  fent  up  ;  the  whole 
fixteen  were  fuch  as  were  agreeable  to  the  new  Miniftry,  and 
fuch  as  went  into  all  the  new  meafures  then  fet  on  foot.  Even 
fome  noble  Lords,  now  in  this  Houfe,  whofe  confummate  pru- 
dence and  great  qualifications  were  then  well  known,  were 
left  out  in  that  Queen's  time,  though  the  Peers  of  Scotland 
have  been  ever  fmce  fo  juft  to  themfelves  as  always  to  chufe 
them  for  their  reprefentatives.  How  this  fhould  happen, 
without  fome  undue  influence  being  then  made  ufe  of,  I  can- 
not well  comprehend.  And  if  what  is  prophefied  fliould  hap- 
pen ;  if  upon  the  next  election  it  ftiould  be  found,  that  fome 
noble  Lords  are  left  out,  whofe  families,  as  well  as  themfelves, 
have  been  eminent  and  remarkable  for  their  zeal  in  the  prefent 
happy  eftablifhment,  as  well  as  for  the  Revolution,  upon  which 
it  is  founded ;  if  fuch,  I  fay,  fhould  be  left  out,  for  no  other 
reafon  that  can  pofllbly  be  guefted  at,  but  that  they  happen 
not  to  be  altogether  agreeable  to  the  Minifters  for  the  time 
being,  I  fliall  think  it  ftill  more  unaccountable  ;  becaufe,  that 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  late  Queen's  time,  there  feemed  to  be 
a  conte/l  between  thofe  that  were  friends  and  thofe  that  were 
enemies  to  the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  and,  in  fuch  a  conteft, 
there  is  fome  ground  to  prefume,  that  the  Peers  of  Sicotlan.l 

would 
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would  naturally  divide  into  two  parties,  and  that  the  moft  nu- 
merous party  would  chufe  that  fixteen  who  were  fuppofed  to 
be  of  the  party  they  efpoufed.  But  now,  my  Lords,  where 
there  is  no  principle,  either  in  religion  or  politics,  to  direft 
them,  is  it  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  will  naturally  divide 
into  two  parties,  or  that  the  majority  of  them  will  readily  re- 
folve  not  to  vote  for  any  of  thofe  who  now  happen  to  be  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  Minifler,  notwitManding  their  having,  for  a 
continued  courfe  of  fo  many  years,  thought  fome  of  them 
worthy  of  the  honour  of  being  their  reprefentatives  in  this 
Houfe  ? 

If  this,  my  Lords,  mould  really  happen ;  if  fome  of  thofe 
Lords  now  in  this  Houfe,  whofe  zeal  and  affedion  for  his 
Majefty's  perfon  and  government  are  well  known,  whofe  qua- 
lifications and  natural  endowments  are  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged, and  who  have  performed  many  eminent  fervices  to  their 
country  ;  if  fuch,  I  fay,  fhould  be  left  out,  and  others,  who 
may  not  be  known  in  the  world,  chofen,  or,  at  leaft,  pretended 
to  be  chofen  in  their  room,  I  mall  be  apt  to  fufpe6t,  I  believe 
the  whole  nation  will  conclude,  that  fome  of  the  Scots  Peers 
have  not  been  directed  in  their  choice  by  that  which  ought  to 
be  their  only  direction  upon  fuch  an  occafion ;  and  if  fuch  a 
thing  ihould  happen,  it  will  be  incumbent  upon  this  Houfe  to 
inquire  how  it  was  brought  about ;  for  we  ought  not  to  admit 
of  any  unworthy  perfon's  being  brought  among  us,  nor  ought 
we  to  allow  ot  any  perfon's  being  brought  unworthily  or  un- 
juitly  into  tins  Houfe.  This  we  have  a  right  to  inquire  into, 
as  may  appear  by  what  happened  fo  lately  as  in  the  reign  of 
the  late  Queen ;  and  our  records,  our  own  hiftories,  may 
fhew  us,  that  the  bringing,  or  endeavouring  to  bring,  unwor- 
thy perfons  into  this  Houfe  was  inquired  into,  and  had  like  to 
have  proved  fatal  to  King  Henry  III. 

Iii  fuch  cafes,  my  Lords,  we  are  not  tied  down  to  the  ftricl 

rules  of  law,  we  are  not  to  exped  every  criminal  fad  to  be 

proved  by  two  or  three  witnefles;  this  is  what  neither  Houfe 
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of  Parliament  ever  thought  themfelves  tied  down  to  do ;  it  is 
from  circumftances,  as  well  as  proofs,  that  we  are  to  determine; 
and  if  fuch  circumftances  fhould  concur,  as  muft  convince 
every  man  of  common  fenfe  in  the  kingdom,  I  am  fure  I  need 
not  tell  your  Lordfhips  what  you  are  to  do  ;  but  as  the  pre- 
venting of  crimes  is  much  more  prudent,  and  lefs  troublefome, 
than  the  punifhing  of  them,  let  us,  therefore,  now  endeavour 
to  prevent  the  committing  of  any  fuch  crimes,  by  agreeing  to 
the  refoiution  propofed. 

The  other  Houfe  of  Parliament  has  parTed  many  laws  for 
preventing  the  influence  of  bribery  and  corruption  in  the  elec- 
tion of  any  of  their  members.  They  have  lately  got  pafled  a 
fevere  law  againft  that  abominable  practice;  and  another  bill 
for  preventing  any  undue  influence  upon  their  members  after 
they  are  chofen,  has  fmce  been  feveral  times  brought  in,  and 
as  often  pafled  in  that  Heufe,  but  your  Lordfhips  have  not,  it 
feems,  thought  fit  to  give  it  your  concurrence.  While  there 
are  fuch  complaints  againft  the  growth  of  corruption,  while 
the  other  Houfe  are  ufingfuch  precautions  againft  it,  fhall  we 
fit  ftill  and  do  nothing  ?  There  are  but  a  few  of  the  members 
of  this  Houfe,  there  are  none  but  the  fixteen  for  Scotland, 
who  owe  their  feats  here  to  an  election.  Let  us,  then,  my 
Lords,  take  all  poflible  care,  that  they  fhall  always  be  chofen 
by  an  honourable,  a  fair,  and  a  free  election.  If  they  fhould 
ever  come  to  depend  upon  a  Minifter  for  their  feats  in  this 
IHipufe,  confider,  my  Lords,  what  an  influence  it  might  have 
even  upon  their  voting  while  they  are  here.  How  terrible 
muft  it  be  for  any  Lord  of  this  Houfe  to  be  expofed  to  the 
danger  of  being  told  by  an  infolent  Minifter,  "  You  fliall 
vote  fo  or  ib,  otherwife  you  fliall  be  no  longer  a  Lord  of  Par- 
liament." This  is  what,  I  hope,  your  Lordfliips  will  endea- 
vour to  prevent,  by  agreeing  to  this  refoiution,  or  any  other 
more  effectual  method  that  may  hereafter  be  found  to  be  ne- 
ccflury. 

Earl  of  Cbefterfield,  Feb.  13,  1738. 
THE 
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THE  motion  which  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to 
the  Houfe,  affect*,  in  my  opinion,  the  very  vitals  of  thisCon- 
ftitution,  the  great  primary  fources  of  the  power  of  the  People, 
whom  we  reprefent,  and  by  whofe  authority  only,  delegated 
to  us  for  a  time,  we  are  a  part  of  the  legiflative  body  of  this 
kingdom.  The  proceedings  of  the  hft  Parliament,  in  the  bu- 
finefs  of  the  Middlefex  election,  gave  a  juft  alarm  to  almofl 
every  elector  in  the  Ration.  The  fatal  precedent  then  attemp- 
ted to  be  eftabliflied,  was  confidered  as  a  direct  attack  on  the 
unalienable  rights  of  the  People.  The  moft  refpe&able  bodies 
in  the  kingdom  exprefled  their  abhorrence  of  the  meafure. 
They  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  petition  the  Crown  for  the  di/To- 
lution  of  that  Parliament,  as  having  been  guilty  of  a  flagrant 
abufe  of  their  truft.  Above  60,000  of  our  fellow  fubjefts  car- 
ried their  complaints  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  a  number,  fure- 
ly,  deferving  the  highefl  regard  from  a  Minifter,  if  his  whole 
attention  had  not  been  engrofled  by  the  fmall  number  of  the 
6000  who  return  the  majority  of  members  to  this  Houfe. 
The  People,  Sir,  were  in  a  ferment,  which  has  not  yet  fubfl- 
ded.  They  made  my  caufe  their  own,  for  they  faw  the  pow- 
ers of  Government  exerted  againft  the  Constitution,  which  was 
wounded  through  my  fides,  and  the  envenomed  (hafts  of  a 
wicked  Adminiftration  pointed  at  our  laws  and  liberties  no  lefs 
than  at  a  hated  individual.  The  plan  was  carried  on  for  fome 
years,  with  a  fpirit  of  rancour  and  malevolence  which  would 
have  difgraced  the  very  worft,  but  with  a  perseverance  which 
would  have  done  honour  to  the  beft  caufe.  I  do  not  mean, 
Sir,  to  go  through  the  variety  of  the  perfecutions  and  injuries 
which  that  perfon  fuftered,  I  hope,  with  a  becoming  fortitude. 
I  have  forgiven  them.  All  the  great  powers  of  the  State,  at 
one  time,  appeared  combined  to  pour  their  vengeance  on  me. 
Even  imperial  Jove  pointed  his  thunderbolts,  red  with  uncom- 
mon wrath,  at  my  devoted  head.  I  was  fcorched,  but  not  con- 
fumed.  The  broad  flueld  of  the  law  protected  me.  A  gene- 
rous public,  and  my  noble  friei>ds,  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex, 
K  3  the 
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the  ever  fteady  friends  of  liberty  and  their  country,  poured 
balm  into  my  wounds.  They  are  healed.  Scarcely  a  fear 
remains  :  but  I  feel,  deeply  feel,  the  wounds  given  to  the  Con- 
ilitution.  They  are  fUll  bleeding.  This  Houfe  only  can 
heal  them.  They  only  can  reilore  the  conftitution  to  its  for- 
mer ftate  of  purity,  health,  and  vigour.  May  I  be  permitted 
to  point  out  the  mode  of  the  cure,  and  the  falutary  methods  I 
think  you  ought  to  apply  ?  Before  I  proceed  to  the  remedy,  I 
fliall  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  to  flate  the  cafe,  and  I 
hope  they  will  forgive  a  dry  but  candid  narrative  of  facts,  be- 
caufe  I  mean  to  argue  from  them.  I  will  give  them  as  briefly 
as  pofiible,  and  with  all  the  impartiality  of  a  by-frander. 

"  Mr.  Wilkes  was  firft  eleded  for  the  county  of  Middlefex 
on  the  aSth  of  March,  1768:  he  was  expelled  the  3d  cf  Fe- 
bruary, 1769,  and  the  fecond  time  chofen,  without  oppofition, 
the  i6th  of  the  fame  month:  on  the  day  following,  the  elec- 
tion was  vacated,  and  he  was  declared  by  a  majority  of  the 
Houfe  incapable  of  being  elected  into  that  Parliament.  Not- 
ivithftanding  this  refolution  of  the  Houfe,  he  was  a  third  time, 
on  the  i6th  of  March,  elected  without  oppofition;  for  I  fup- 
pofe  the  ridiculous  attempt  of  a  Mr.  Dingley,  who  had  not  a 
{ingle  freeholder  to  propofe  or  vote  for  him,  can  hardly  be  called 
an  oppofition.  That  election,  however,  was  declared  void  the 
next  day.  On  the  I3th  of  April  Mr.  Wilkes  was  a  fourth 
time  elected,  by  a  majority  of  1143  votes,  againft  Mr.  Lut- 
trel,  who  had  only  296.  The  fame  day  the  Houfe  voted, 
"  That  Mr.  Luttrell  ought  to  have  been  returned.'*  On  the 
25th  of  April  a  petition  wasprefented  to  the  Houfe,  from  the 
freeholders  of  Middlefex,  by  a  worthy  Baronet,  (Sir  George 
ftaville,)  who  is  not  only  an  honour  to  this  Houfe,  but  to  hu- 
man nature  ;  notwithflanding  which  the  Houfe,  on  the  8th  of 
May,  refolved,  "  That  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  Efq.  is  duly- 
elected  a  Knight  of  the  Shire  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parlia- 
ment for  the  county  of  Middlefex." 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  the  leading  facts.  I  will  not  trouble  the  clerks, 
Sir,  to  read  all  the  refolutions  to  which  I  have  alluded  :  they 
are  moft  of  them  freih  in  the  memories  of  gentlemen  ;  I  only 
call  for  that  of  February,  1769,  refpecting  incapacity  as  the 
certain  confequence  of  expulfion. 

The  clerk  having  read  the  refolution,  I  think  it  fair  to  ftate 
to  the  Houfe  the  whole  of  what  I  intend  to  move  in  confe- 
quence of  the  facts  I  have  (rated,  and  the  refolution  firft  read. 
The  firft  motion  I  intend  is,  that  the  refolution  of  this  Houfe, 
of  the  ijth  of  February,  1769,  "That  John  Wilkes,  Efq« 
having  been,  in  this  feflion  of  Parliament,  expelled  this  Houfe, 
ivas,  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member  to  ferve  in  this 
prefent  Parliament.**  This  I  hold  of  neceflity  to  reftore  the 
Conciliation,  which  that  refolution  tears  up  by  the  roots.  I 
fhall  then,  if  I  fucceed,  if  juftice  and  a  reverence  for  the  Con- 
ftitution  prevail  in  this  Parliament,  proceed  to  the  other  mo- 
tion, "  That  all  the  declarations,  orders  and  refolutions,  of 
this  Houfe,  refpecting  the  election  of  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  for 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  as  a  void  election,  the  due  and  legal 
election  of  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  Efq.  into  the  laft  Par- 
liament, for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  the  incapacity  of 
John  Wilkes,  Efq.  to  be  elected  a  member  to  ferve  in  the  faid 
Parliament,  be  expunged  from  the  journals  of  this  Houfe,  as 
being  fubverfive  of  the  rights  of  the  electors  of  this  kingdom.* 

The  words  of  the  refolution,  of  the  I7th  of  February,  1769, 
which  I  mean  particularly  to  combat,  are,  "  was  and  is  inca- 
pable," and  the  explanation  of  them  the  fame  day  in  the  order 
for  a  new  writ  "  in  the  room  of  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  who  is  ad- 
judged incapable  of  being  elected  a  member  to  ferve  in  this 
prefect  Parliament."  In  the  firft  formation  of  this  govern- 
ment, in  the  original  fettlement  of  our  Conftitution,  the 
people  expreflly  referved  tothemfelves  a  very  confiderable  part 
of  the  legiflative  power,  which  they  confented  to  mare  jointly 
with  a  King  and  Houfe  of  Lords.  From  the  great  popula- 
tion of  our  ifland,  this  power  could  not  be  exercifed  perfon- 
K  4  a"r> 
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ally,  and  therefore  the  many  were  cpmpelled  to  delegate  that 
power  to  a  few,  who  thus  became  their  deputies  and  agents 
only,  their  reprefentatives.  It  follows  dire&ly,  from  the  very 
idea  of  choice,  that  fuch  choice  muft  be  free  and  uncontrolled, 
admitting  of  no  reftri&ions  but  the  law  of  the  land,  to  which 
Kings  and  Lords  are  equally  fubjecl,  and  what  muft  arife  from 
the  nature  of  the  truft.  A  Peer  of  Parliament,  for  inftance, 
cannot  be  elected  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  be- 
caufe  he  already  forms  a  part  of  another  branch  of  the  fame  le- 
giilative  body.  A  lunatic  has  a  natural  incapacity.  Other 
mftances  might  be  mentioned,  but  thofe  two  are  fufficient. 
The  freedom  of  election  is  then  the  common  right  of  the 
people,  their  fair  and  juft  /hare  of  power,  and  I  hold  it  to  be 
the  moft  glorious  inheritance  of  every  fubjecl:  of  this  realm, 
the  nobleft,  and,  I  truft,  the  moft  folid  part  of  that  beautiful 
fabric,  the  Englifh  Conftitution.  Here  I  might  lean,  Sir,  on 
the  moft  refpe&able  authorities  which  can  be  cited,  the  Su-  » 
preme  Judicature  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  venerable  Judges  of 
former  ages,  as  well  as  of  our  own  times.  /  met  them  accl- 
dtntdlly  this  morning  in  the  courfe  of  my  reading^  as  an  old  friend 
(the  Duke  of  Grafton)  of  IViikes  and  Liberty,  now,  alas,  loft 
to  every  fenfe  of  duty  to  his  country,  frequently  tells  another 
afiembly,  he  accidentally  meets  all  the  tircibme  quotations  he 
makes.  The  Houfe  of  Peers,  in  the  cafe  of  Afliby  and  White 
in  1709,  determined,  "  a  man  has  a  right  to  his  freehold  by 
the  common  law,  and  the  common  law  having  annexed  his 
right  of  voting  to  his  freehold,  it  is  of  the  nature  of  his  free- 
hold, and  muft  depend  upon  it."  •  On  the  fame  occafion  like- 
wife  they  declared,  "  it  is  abfurd  to  fay,  the  elector's  right  of 
chufmg  is  founded  upon  the  law  and  cuftom  of  Parliament. 
It  is  an  original  right,  part  of  the  conftitution  of  this  king- 
dom, as  much  as  a  Parliament  is,  and  from  whence  the  perfons 
elected  to  ferve  in  Parliament  do  derive  their  authority,  and 
can  have  no  other  but  that  which  is  given  to  them  by  thofe 
that  have  the  original  right  to  chufe  them."  The  greateft 

law 
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Jaw  authorities,  both  ancient  and  modern,  agree  in  opinion, 
that  every  fubjedl  of  the  realm,  not  difqualified  by  law,  is  eli- 
gible of  common  right.  Lord  Coke,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt-, 
and  Mr.  Juftice  Blackftone,  are  the  only  authorities  I  fliall 
cite.  I  regard  not,  Sir,  the  flavifh  courtly  doctrines  propa- 
gated by  lawyers  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  as  to  the 
rights  of  the  fubjeft,  no  more  tkan  I  do  as  to  what  they  call 
high  treafon  and  rebellion.  Such  do&rines  are  delivered  here 
only  to  be  reported  elfewhere.  Thefe  men  have  their  reward. 
But  the  venal  tongue  of  a  proftitute  Advocate  or  Judge  isbefl 
anfvvered  by  the  wife  and  fober  pen  of  the  fame  man,  when  in  a 
former  cool  moment,  unheated  by  party  rage,  or  faction,  after 
the  fulleft  deliberation,  he  gave  to  the  nation,  to  the  prefent 
age,  and  to  pofterity,  a  fair  and  impartial  detail  of  their  un- 
doubted rights,  and  when  he  laid  down  in  clear  and  exprefs 
terms  the  plain  law  of  the  land.  Lord  Coke  fays,  "  He  which 
is  eligible  of  common  right,  cannot  be  difabled  by  the  fame  or- 
dinance in  Parliament,  unlefs  it  had  been  by  act  of  Parliament." 
Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt  declares,  "  The  election  of  Knights 
belongs  to  the  freeholders,  and  it  is  an  original  right,  veiled 
in,  and  infeparable  from,  the  freehold,  and  can  no  more  be 
fevered  from  their  freehold,  than  their  freehold  itfelf  can  be 
taken  away."  Mr.  Juftice  Blackftone,  in  the  firft  book  of  his 
Commentaries,  has  the  following  words :  "  Subjedl  to  thefe  re- 
rtriclions  and  difqualirlcations,  every  fubjecl:  of  the  realm  is 
eligible  of  common  right."  This  common  right  of  the  f ab- 
ject, Sir,  was  violated  by  the  majority  of  the  laft  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  I  affirm  that  they,  and  in  particular,  if  I  am 
rightly  informed,  the  noble  Lord  with  the  blue  ribband  com- 
mitted high  treafon  againfl  Magna  Charta.  This  Houfe  only, 
without  the  leaft  interference  of  the  other  parts  of  theLegifla- 
ture,  took  upon  them  to  make  the  law.  They  adjudged  me  in- 
capable of  being  elected  a  member  to  ferve  in  that  Parliament, 
although  I  am  qualified  by  the  law  of  the  land;  and  the  noble 
Lord  declared,  "  if  any  other  candidate  had  only  fix  votes,  he 
2  wou!" 
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would  feat  him  for  Middlefex."  I  repeat  It,  Sir,  this  violence 
was  a  direct  infringement  of  Magna  Charta,  high  treafon 
igainfl  the  facred  charta  of  our  liberties.  The  words  to  which 
I  allude  ought  ahvays  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold :  "  No 
freeman  can  be  difleized  of  his  freehold,  or  liberties,  or  free 
cuftoms,  unlefs  by  the  lawful  judgement  of  his  peers,  or  by 
the  law  of  the  land."  By  the  conduct  of  that  majority,  and  of 
the  noble  Lord,  they  afTumed  to  themfelves  the  power  of 
making  the  law,  and  at  the  fame  moment  invaded  the  rights 
of  the  People,  the  King,  and  the  Lords.  The  two  lail  tamely 
acqniefced  in  the  exercife  of  a  power,  which  had  been  in  a  great 
inftance  fatal  to  their  predeceflbrs,  had  put  an  end  to  their  very 
exigence;  but  the  People,  Sir,  and  in  particular  the  fpirited 
freeholders  of  this  county,  who! a  ruling  paflion  is  the  love  of 
liberty,  have  not  yet  forgiven  the  attack  made  on  their  rights. 
So  dangerous  a  precedent  of  violence  and  injuftice,  which  may 
in  future  times  be  cited  by  a  defpotic  Minifter  of  the  Crown, 
ought  to  be  expunged  from  the  journals  of  this  Houie. 

I  have  heard  and  read  much  of  precedents  to  juflify  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  majority  in  the  lail  Houfe  of  Commons.  I 
own,  Sir,  I  value  very  little  the  doctrine  of  precedents.  There 
is  fcarcely  any  new  villany  under  the  Sun.  A  precedent  can 
never  juilify  any  action  that  is  in  itfelf  wicked ;  a  robbery,  for 
inftance,  on  the  heaths  of  Hounilow  or  Bagihot,  of  which 
there  are  innumerable  precedents.  The  bafeil  actions  may  be 
juftified  by  precedents  drawn  from  bad  times  and  bad  men. 
The  fole  queftion  is,  whether  this  power  is  not  a  direct  ufur- 
pation  on  the  rights  of  the  People  ?  If  that  is  proved,  I  care 
not  how  long  the  ufurpation  has  continued,  how  often  been 
practiled.  It  is  high  time  to  put  an  end  to  it.  It  was  the  cafe 
of  general  warrants.  One  precedent,  however,  the  mofl  in- 
iifted  upon,  I  muil  take  notice  of,  becaufe  it  is  faid  fully  to 
come  up  to  the  point ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  in  almoft  every  part 
it  proves  the  contrary  of  what  it  has  been  brought  to  fupport; 
the  remarkable  cafe  of  Mr.  Walpole  in  17 1 1,  a  period 
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in  which  the  rankeft  Tory  principles  were  countenanced  more 
than  in  any  period  of  our  hiftory  prior  to  1760.  The  cafe  has 
been  fo  partially  quoted,  even  by  a  perfon  (Jeremiah  Dyfon, 
Efq.)  whofe  fole  merit  here  was  an  aflfumed  accuracy,  which 
he  never  poflefled,  that  I  fhall  defire  it  may  be  read  to  the 
Houfe  from  our  journals,  when  it  will  appear  to  be  refojved, 
"  That  Robert  Walpole,  Efq.  having  been  this  feffion  of  Par- 
liament committed  a  prifoner  to  the  Tower  of  London,  and 
expelled  this  Houfe,  for  an  high  breach  of  truft  in  the  execu^ 
tion  of  his  office,  and  notorious  corruption  when  Secretary  at 
War,  was  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member  to  ferve  in 
the  prefent  Parliament.5*  Now,  Sir,  I  muft  obferve,  that  even 
that  Parliament,  at  an  sera  fo  hoftile  to  the  liberties  not  only  of 
England,  but  of  Europe,  did  not  venture  to  adjudge  him  inca- 
pable of  being  elected  a  member  to  ferve  in  that  Parliament 
only  becaufe  he  was  expelled;  but  in  the  body  of  the  refolution 
itfelf  they  add  another  reafon,  which  would  be  trifling,  if  one 
was  fufficient  and  adequate  to  the  point,  the  high  breach  of 
truft  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  notorious  corruption,  when 
Secretary  at  War.  As  truftees  for  the  public,  they  a.ffigned  ,a 
caufe  which  muft  interefl  every  member  of  the  community. 
In  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkef,  the  late  majority  declared,  "  That 
John  Wilke?,  Efq.  having  been  in  this  feflion  of  Parliament 
expelled  this  Houfe,  was  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  a 
member  to  ferve  in  this  prefent  Parliament."  The  having 
being  expelled,  whether  juftly  or  unjuftly,  is  the  only  reafon 
they  gave  to  the  public.  I  fhall  not  yet,  Sir,  difmifs  the  cafe 
of  Mr.  Walpole.  It  will  prove  another  proportion  I  have 
maintained,  the  injuftice  of  the  late  majority  in  feating  Mr. 
Luttreil  in  this  Houfc.  The  fact  is,  that  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons having  expelled  Mr.  Walpole,  ordered  a  new  writ  to  ifTue. 
At  the  fuhfequent  election  Mr.  Walpole  was  again  reftored. 
A  Mr.  Taylor,  who  had  a  minority  of  votes,  petitioned,  but 
the  election  was  vacated.  Had  the  doctrine  propagated  by  the 
late  majority,  and  by  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  been 
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juft,  Mr.  Taylor  ought  to  have  been  feated;  the  Houfe  fhouM 
have  refolved,  be  ought  to  have  been  returned,  and  the  groffeft 
injuftice  was  actually  done  to  him.  But  even  that  Parlia- 
ment, whofe  memory  the  nation  execrates,  dared  not  to  pro- 
ceed to  fuch  enormous  wickednefs.  It  was  referved  for  the 
prefent  sera,  when  fhame  has  loft  its  blufh.  Mr.  Luttrell  was 
for  fome  years  declared  to  reprefent  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
although  a  great  majority  of  the  freeholders  abhorred  and  re- 
probated the  idea,  and  on  every  public  occafion  declared  it. 

Sir,  when  the  ftrong  reafons  on  whigh  any  doctrine  is 
founded  bear  me  out,  I  care  little  about  precedents.  I  recol- 
lect, however,  another  inftance  of  Mr.  Woollafton,  which  di- 
rectly meets  an  objection  which  has  been  much  relied  on, 
"  That  expulfion  necefTarily  implies  incapacity."  It  is  the  laft 
I  fhall  defire  the  clerk  to  read.  I  wifh  him  to  turn  to  the 
journals  of  February  20,  1698,  where  he  will  find  it  refolved, 
t(  That  Richard  Woollaftonj  Efq.  being  a  member  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  having  flnce  been  concerned  and  acted  as  a 
receiver  of  the  duties,  &c.  contrary  to  the  act  made  in  the  5th 
and  6th  of  His  Majefty's  reign,  &c.  be  expelled  this  Houfe." 
Now,  Sir,  I  defy  all  the  fubtilety  of  the  moft  expert  Court 
lawyer  amongft  us,  all  fophiftry  of  the  bar,  to  reconcile  this 
cafe  with  the  moft  favourite  Court  tenet,  "  That  expulfion 
implies  incapacity,  becaufe  the  fact  is  entertained,  that  a  new 
writ  did  iflue  for  the  borough  of  Whitchurch,  and  that  Mr. 
Woollafton  wa?  le-elected,  and  fat  in  the  fame  Parliament." 
Incapacity  therefore  does  not  neceflarily  follow  expulfion. 

I  am  ready  to  admit,  that  where  a  clear  legal  incapacity 
exifts,  all  votes  given  to  a  perfon  incapacitated  are  thrown 
away,  if  they  are  knowingly  given  to  them.  But,  Sir,  I  beg 
leave  to  afiert,  that  this  was  not  the  cafe  in  the  Middlefex  elec- 
tion. Mr.  Wilkes  was  qualified  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
the  freeholders,  who  perfectly  underftood  the  clear  point  of  law 
as  well  as  their  own  rights,  expreflly  declared  in  the  petition 
prefented  on  the  29th  of  April  to  the  HouTe,  "  Your  peti- 
tioners 
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tioners  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  this  honourable  Houfe,  that 
the  faid  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell  had  not  the  majority  of  legal 
votes  at  the  faid  election ;  nor  did  the  majority  of  the  free- 
holders, when  they  voted  for  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  mean  thereby 
to  throw  away  their  votes,  or  to  wave  their  right  of  reprefen- 
tation  ;  nor  would  they  by  any  means  have  chofen  to  be  repre- 
fented  by  the  faid  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  Efq.  Your  peti- 
tioners therefore  apprehend  he  cannot  fit  as  the  reprefentative 
of  the  faid  county  in  Parliament,  without  a  manifeft  infringe- 
ment of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  freeholders  thereof." 

This  Houfe,  Sir,  is  created  by  the  People,  as  the  other  is  by 
the  King.  .  What  right  can  the  majority  have  to  fay  to  any 
county,  city,  or  borough,  you  mail  not  have  a  particular  per- 
fon  your  reprefentative,  only  becaufe  he  is  obnoxious  to  us, 
when  he  is  qualified  by  law  ?  Every  county,  city,  or  borough, 
has  an  equal  right  with  all  other  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs, 
to  its  particular  deputy  in  the  great  Council  of  the  nation. 
Each  is  diftinft,  free,  and  independent.  I  do  not  mean,  Sir, 
now  to  enter  into  the  argument,  whether  it  may  not  be  fit  to 
give  this  Houfe  the  power  of  expuliion  in  the  firft  inftance 
for  very  flagrant  and  infamous  crimes,  either  committed,  or  of 
which  the  member  may  be  convicted,  fubfequent  to  his  elec- 
tion. That  might  feem  an  appeal  to  the  People,  the  fending 
the  member  back  to  his  constituents.  If,  however,  they  differ 
in  opinion  from  the  Houle,  and  re-elect  him,  he  ought  to  fit, 
becaule  he  claims  his  feat  under  the  fame  authority  each  mem- 
ber holds  his,  a  delegation  from  the  People.  The  firft  appeal 
to  the  constituents  may  feem  juft.  The  appeal  certainly  lies  to 
them,  and  it  is  by  their  repreientation  only  you  are  a  Houfe  of 
Parliament.  They  have  the  right  of  chufmg  for  themfelves, 
not  you  for  them. 

Sir,  I  will  venture  to  aflert,  that  the  law  of  the  land,  by 
which  all  Courts  of  Judicature  are  equally  bound,  is  over- 
turned by  the  powers  lately  exercifed  by  a  majority  of  the 
Ho;jf.'.  The-  right  of  election  is  placed  not  in  you;  but  in 

other 
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other  hands,  in  thofe  of  your  constituents.  Your  predeceflbrs 
not  only  robbed  a  particular  county  of  its  nobleft  privileges, 
but  they  changed  the  conftitution  of  a  Houfe  of  Commons. 
The  freeholders  of  this  county  and  the  nation  abhorred  the 
action,  and  poured  their  execrations  on  the  authors.  But, 
Sir,  if  you  can  expel  whom  you  pleafe,  and  reje6l  thofe  dif- 
agreeable  to  you,  the  Houfe  will  be  felf-created  and  felf-exift- 
ing.  The  original  idea  of  your  reprefenting  the  People  will 
be  loft.  The  conferences  of  fuch  a  principle  are  to  the 
higheft  degree  alarming.  A  more  forcible  engine  of  defpotifm 
cannot  be  put  into  the  hands  of  any  Minifter.  1  wifli  gentle- 
men would  attend  to  the  plain  confequences  of  fuch  proceed- 
ings, and  confider  how  they  may  be  brought  home  to  them- 
felves..  A  member  hated  or  dr^ided  by  the  Minifter  is  accufed 
of  any  crime;  for  inftance,  of  having  written  a  pretended  libel : 
I  mention  this  inftance  as  the  crime  leaft  likely  to  be  com- 
mitted by  moft  of  the  members  of  this  Houfe.  No  proof 
whatever  is  given  on  oath  before  you,  becaufe  you  cannot  ad- 
minifter  an  oath.  The  Minifter  invades  immediately  the 
right  of  Juries.  Before  any  trial,  he  gets  the  papdr  voted  a 
libel,  and  the  member  whom  he  wifhes  to  have  expelled,  is 
deemed  to  be  the  author;  which  fa&  you  arc  not  competent 
to  try.  Expulfion  means,  as  it  is  pretended,  incapacity.  The 
member  is  adjudged  incapable;  he  cannot  be  re-elecled;  and 
thus  is  he  excluded  from  Parliament.  A  Miniiler  by  fuch 
mancsuvers  may  garble  a  Houfe  of  Commons  till  not  a  fmgle 
enemy  of  his  own,  or  friend  of  his  country,  is  left  here,  and 
the  reprefentation  of  the  People  is  in  a  great  degree  loft.  Cor- 
ruption had  not  lent  defpotifm  wings  to  rly  ib  high  in  the  times 
of  Charles  I.,  or  the  Minifter  of  that  day  would  have  been 
contented  with  expelling  Hampden  and  the  four  oilier  heroes, 
becaufe  they  had  immediately  been  adjudged  incapable,  and  he 
thereby  incapaciated  them  from  thwarting  in  Parliament  the 
arbitrary  meafures  of  a  wicked  Court* 

Upon 
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Upon  all  thefe  confederations,  in  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of 
the  people,  to  reflore  our  violated  constitution  to  its  original 
purity,  to  vindicate  the  injured  rights  of  this  county  in  parti- 
cular, and  of  all  the  electors  of  this  kingdom,  and  that  not  the 
leaft  trace  of  the  violence  and  injustice  of  the  laft  Parliament 
may  difgrace  our  records,  I  humbly  move,  "  That  the  fefolu- 
tion  of  this  Houfe,  of  the  I7th  of  February,  1769,  *  That 
John  Wilkes,  Efq.  having  been  in  this  feffion  of  Parliament 
expelled  this  Houfe,  was  and  is  incapable  of  fitting  in  the  pre- 
fent  Parliament,'  be  expunged  from  the  journals  of  this  Houie, 
as  being  fubverfive  of  the  rights  of  the  whole  body  of  electors 
of  this  kingdom." 

Mr.  fftlkts,  February  21,  1775- 

The  urgency  of  the  matter  I  am  going  to  move,  induces  me 
to  take  this  early  notice  of  it,  as  it  is  interefling  to  our  confti- 
tution,  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  a  free  people.  I  need 
hardly,  I  prefume,  mention,  that  what  I  allude  to  is  the  Weft- 
minfter election;  the  refult  of  which  is  a  novelty  in  the  laws 
of  this  country  ami  in  the  laws  of  Parliament.  I  could  not 
imagine  that  any  Returning  OfHcer  would  be  bold  enough  to 
commit  an  infraction  of  thofe  laws  which  have  coft  our  ancef- 
tors  fo  much  trouble.  I  was  therefore  furprifed  that  the  High 
Bailiff  of  Weftminfter  fhould,  contrary  to  the  common  prac- 
tice at  elections,  refufe  to  make  a  return,  notwithilanding  a 
fcrutiny  had  been  demanded  by  the  unfuccefsful  candidate.  It 
was  an  attempt  to  alter  the  efrablifhed  laws  of  the  land;  which 
expreffly  declared,  that  the  officer  fhould  make  a  return  within 
the  time  limited  by  Act  of  Parliament,  according  to  the  voice 
or  fenie'of  a  legal  majority  of  voters.  [Hear!  Hear!  Hear! 
now  refounded  from  the  oppoilte  fide  of  the  Houfe.]  I  am 
fenfible  of  the  partiaJity  of  fome  gentlemen  of  a  certain  de- 
fcription,  and  therefore  I  am  not  furprifed  at  their  exclama- 
tions of  Hear !  Hear  !  Hear  !  But  I  cannot  conceive  why  the 
phiafe  fegal  majority  fhould  be  fo  particularly  noticed  by  them. 

I  confefs 
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I  confefs  I  am  at  a  lols  to  find  any  cafe  that  bears  the  leafl  fimi- 
larity  to  the  prefent.  Of  all  the  election  caufes  in  which  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  be  concerned,  and  during  my  practice 
there  have  been  many,  I  declare  that  I  cannot  fay  there  is  a 
fmgle  one  which  has  the  leaft  affinity  to  that  alluded  to.  Ac- 
cording to  Aft  of  Parliament,  the  High  Bailiff  of  Weftminfler 
mould  have  made  his  return  immediately  at  the  final  clofe  of 
the  poll ;  and  mould  not  have  given  a  refufal,  becaufe  a  fcru- 
tiny  had  been  demanded  by  Sir  Cecil  Wray.  This  mode  of 
conduct  was  contrary  to  the  flatutes  loth  and  nth  of  King 
William,  chap,  yth,  and  therefore  deferved  reprehenfion.  To 
convince  the  Houfe  of  the  propriety  of  this  procedure,  I  beg 
leave  to  quote  the  very  words  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  to 
which  I  allude.  [He  then  read  the  following  quotation.] 
"  For  preventing  abufes  in  the  returns  of  writs  of  fummons 
for  the  calling  and  aflembling  of  any  Parliament  for  the  future, 
or  writs  for  the  choice  of  any  new  members  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament ;  and  to  the  end  fuch  writs  may,  by  the  proper  officer 
or  his  deputy,  be  duly  returned  and  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown,  to  be  by  him  filed,  according  to  the  ancient  and 
legal  courfe  :  Be  it  enacted,  by  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Ma- 
jeity,  Sec.  That  the  Sheriff  or  other  officer,  having  the  execu- 
tion or  return  of  any  fuch  writ,  which  fhall  be  iflued  for  the 
future,  fhall,  on  or  before  the  day  that  any  future  Parliament 
(hall  be  called  to  meet,  (and  with  all  convenient  expedition,  not 
exceeding  fourteen  days  after  any  election  macle  by  virtue  of 
any  new  writ)  either  in  perfon,  or  by  his  deputy,  make  return 
of  the  fame  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  the  High  Court  of 
Chancery,  to  be  by  him  filed."  It  was  depriving  the  electors 
of  their  reprefentatives,  and  the  nation  of  the  exertions  of  two 
men,  whofe  political  efforts  might  be  of  fervice  at  this  im- 
portant crifis.  I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  intimately  con- 
nected with  Lord  Hood,  although  I  can  boaft  of  an  intimacy 
n-ith  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox);  but  lurely 
the  fervices  of  both  thefe  men  fhould  not  at  this  time  be  loft  to 

their 
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their  friends  of  Weftminfter,  who  have  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  their  ele<£tion.  I  ftand  up  for  the  privileges  of  a  mem- 
ber of  Parliament ;  I  ftand  up  for  the  privileges  of  the  People ; 
I  profefs  I  know  very  little  about  the  character  or  difpofition, 
of  the  Returning  Officer  for  Weftminfter ;  but  I  am  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  his  conduct,  in  this  cafe,  is  highly  culpable.  I  do 
not  wifh  to  poftpone  the  confideration  of  His  Majefty's 
fpeech;  but  I  feel  fo  ferioufly  for  the  confequences>  if  the 
whim  or  caprice  of  a  Returning  Officer  is  indulged,  that,  with 
fubmiffion  to  the  Houfe,  I  apprehend  an  inveftigation  into  the 
caufes  for  delaying  the  return  of  the  members  to  ferve  for 
Weftminfter  fhould  precede  every  other  bufiaefs.  Senfible  of 
the  expediency  of  bringing  a  queftion  of  fuch  magnitude  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  I  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  upon  me  to  take 
the  earlieft  opportunity  to  difcharge  the  truft  repofed  in  me  by 
the  public.  Why  not  decide  the  conteft  in  theufual  manner, 
by  petitioning  the  Houfe,  and  appointing  a  Committee  to  ex- 
amine into  the  merits  of  the  different  candidates  ?  This  has 
been  the  practice  of  all  other  Parliaments ;  and  I  hope  the 
prefent  will  not  deviate  from  the  fteps  of  their  anceftors,  whofe 
maxims  of  policy  have  been  wife  and  confiftent,  and  agreeable 
to  the  eftablifhed  laws  of  the  land.  Confidering  all  thefe  fads, 
I  confefs  that  I  do  not  approve  of  committing  a  deciiionof  fuch 
importance  to  the  High  Bailiff  of  Weftminfter;  therefore  I 
wifh  to  have  the  matter  brought  before  the  Houfe  as  early  as 
poflible,  as  it  is  a  conftitutibnal  queftion  of  that  nature,  as  to 
demand  the  moft  ferious  attention  of  every  friend  to  this 
country. 

Mr.  Leey  May  24,   1784. 

The  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Lee)  has,  in  a  very  laboured 
(peach,  laid  down  a  great  deal  of  law  on  the  fubject  of  elec- 
tions ;  but  the  learned  gentleman,  for  reafons  beft  known  to 
himfelf,  has  neglected  to  give  the  Houfe  any  information  that 
is  applicable  to  tiie  cafe  of  the  late  Weftminfter  election. 

Vot.  II.  L  The 
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The  learned  gentleman  has  informed  the  Houfe,  that  on  a 
fcrutiny  the  High  Bailiff  of  Weflminfter  has  no  authority  by 
law  to  adminifler  an  oath  to  any  perfon  to  be  examined  as  an 
evidence,  and  therefore  the  fcrutiny  had  been  lawfully  de- 
manded and  granted.  He  objects  to  its  being  permitted  to  go 
on ;  but  it  would  have  been  kind  in  the  learned  gentleman,  if 
he  had  imparted  rather  more  of  his  legal  knowledge  to  the 
Houfe,  by  informing  this  affembly  of  what  is  equally  unquef- 
tionably  true,  namely,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  High 
Bailiff  to  adminifler  fuch  an  oath  even  during  the  poll.  Yet 
the  learned  gentleman  muft  acknowledge,  that  the  law  makes 
the  High  Bailiff  a  judicial  officer  during  the  poll.  He  has, 
then,  no  reafon  to  object  to  his  acting  in  the  fame  capacity, 
with  the  fame  powers,  during  the  poll. 

The  learned  gentleman  ought  to  have  informed  the  Houfe, 
which  he  has  neglected  to  do,  that  the  Returning  Officer  by 
law  is  obliged  to  take  an  oath,  previous  to  his  acting  in  that  ca- 
pacity; that  oath  is  to  be  found  in  the  ftatute  of  the  ad  of 
George  II.  chap.  24,  feet.  3,  and  it  contains  thefe  words,  viz. 

I  will  return  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  {hall,  to  the  beft  of 
my  judgement,  appear  to  me  to  have  the  majority  of  legal  votes. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  nature  of  this  oath,  that  the  Return- 
ing Officer  is  by  law  not  only  a  minifterial,  but  a  judicial 
officer.  He  is  ordered  to  form  a  judgement  before  he  makes  his 
return.  The  law  which  enacts,  that  any  man  U  to  judge,  does 
of  courfe  enact,  that  he  is  firft  to  hear  the  caufe  on  which  he  is 
to  decide.  If  he  is  to  hear  the  caufe,  he  muft  evidently  take 
fuch  time  as  fhall  be  abfolutely  necefTary  for  him  to  hear  it. 
Between  12  and  13,000  perfons  have  polled  at  the  late  Weft- 
minfter  election.  The  Returning  Officer  had  it  not  in  his 
power  to  examine  the  validity  of  all  thefe  votes  during  the 
poll ;  therefore  he  takes  a  longer  time  to  hear  the  caufe ;  that 
is  to  fay,  he  grants  a  fcrutiny.  Upon  what,  in  his  judicial  ca- 
pacity, is  he  to  form  a  judgement  ?  Upon  the  majority  of 
legal  votes.  He  is  now  going  upon  that  inquiry,  agreeable  to 

the 
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the  folemn  oath  which  he  has  taken.  After  he  had  heard  the 
caufe,  and  formed  a  judgement,  what  is  he  to  do  next?  Read 
the  oath,  and  it  will  appear,  that  he  is  then,  and  not  before,  to 
make  his  return  of  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  fliall  appear  to 
him  to  have  the  majority  of  legal  votes.  Nothing  therefore} 
can  be  more  clear,  than  that  the  Returning  Officer,  having 
taken  that  oath,  did  right  to  grant  a  fcrutiny,  if  legally  and 
duly  demanded ;  provided  that  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to 
have  fcrutinized  all  the  votes  during  the  poll,  and  provided  he 
had  good  reafon  to  doubt  (after  the  poll  was  concluded)  whe- 
thir  both  or  either  of  the  perfons  who  had  the  apparent  majo- 
rity on  the  poll,  had  the  real  majority  of  legal  votes. 

The  learned  gentlemen  has  not  chofen  to  put  his  law  in 
jeopardy  in  this  Houfe,  by  maintaining  the  very  fingular  argu- 
ment, which  the  newfpapers  inform  us,  was  made  ufe  of  out  of 
this  Houfe ;  not  by  a  learned,  but  by  an  ingenious  and  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  who  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that 
the  High  Bailiff  could  not  proceed  in  this  fcrutiny;  becaufe, 
from  the  moment  that  the  writ  became  returnable,  the  High 
Bailiff  was  funflus  officio,  and  was  as  little  capable,  in  law,  of 
going  on  with  the  fcrutiny,  or  of  making  a  return  for  Weft- 
minfter,  as  if  he  were  merely  the  High  Bailiff  of  any  other 
city,  or  as  if  he  were  the  Sheriff  of  Cumberland. 

On  the  day  the  writ  became  returnable,  the  Returning 
Officer  for  Weftminfter  could  form  no  judgement  who  had 
the  majority  of  legal  votes.  He  then  determined  to  take  the 
neceffary  time  to  hear  the  evidence  on  which  he  was  to  form 
his  judgement.  He  has  the  power,  nay,  it  is  his  duty  as  Re- 
turning Officer,  after  having  formed  his  judgement,  to  make, 
agreeably  to  his  oath,  a  return  of  members.  He  is  therefore 
clearly  not  funfius  cfficio,  but  is  bound  to  make  a  return ; 
which  return  muft  evidently  follow,  and  not  precede  his  form- 
ing a  judgement  upon  the  queftion  of  the  majority  of  legal 
votes.  If  he  be  not  funfius  officio  when  he  makes  the  return, 
it  is  evident  that  he  cannot  befunftus  officio  at  any  anterior  pe- 
riod ;  that  is,  he  is  not  funfius  officio,  as  it  has  been  aflerted, 
L  2  during 
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during  the  fcrutiuy.  This  idle  idea  of  the  Returning  Officer 
being  funftus  officio,  pending  the  fcrutiny,  is  too  abfurd  almoft 
to  deferve  an  anfwer. 

The  learned  gentleman  has  quoted  to  the  Houfe,  as  an  un- 
anfwerable  proof  of  the  delinquency  of  the  High  Bailiff,  the 
ftatute  of  the  loth  and  nth  William  III.  chap.  7,  feel.  I.  It 
is  not  a  little  fingular  that  any  man,  calling  himfelf  a  lawyer, 
/hould  quote  that  ftatute  for  that  purpofe. 

By  this  ftatute  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  what  is 
the  proper  conftruc~tion  of  it.  In  the  firft  place,  I  would  be 
bold  to  maintain,  that  that  law  relates  to  writs,  and  writs 
only,  and  has  nothing  whatfoever  to  do  with  precepts;  and 
gentlemen  well  know,  that  a  writ  had  been  iffued  from  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
and  that  the  Sheriff  of  Middlefex  did  then  deliver,  not  a  writ, 
but  a  precept,  to  the  High  Bailiff  of  the  city  of  Weflminfter. 
It  is  evident,  from  a  variety  of  circumflances,  that  that  flatutc 
does  not  relate  to  precepts. 

The  a<5t  never  mentions  the  word  precept.  The  penalty  of 
500!.  that  it  inflitts,  is  relative  to  the  return  of  writs;  and  as 
it  is  a  penal  ftatute,  it  muft  be  conftrued  literally,  and  not 
otherwife.  The  reafon  why  it  alludes  to  writs  only,  will  ap- 
pear evident  from  an  attentive  examination  of  the  principle  of 
the  law  of  elections,  as  contained  in  the  ftatutes  of  the  5th  of 
Richard  II.  chap.  4;  of  the  7th  of  Henry  IV.  chap.  15;  of 
the  nth  of  Henry  IV.  chap,  i  ;  of  the  2 3d  of  Henry  VI. 
chap.  14  ;  and  of  the  yth  and  8th  of  William,  III.  chap.  7. 

That  this  ftatute  of  the  zoth  and  i  ith  of  William  III.  does 
not  allude  to  precepts,  but  to  writs  o«ly,  is  farther  evident, 
from  this  consideration ;  that  it  is  enacted  therein,  that  "  the 
Sheriff,  or  other  officer,  making-  fuch  return,  fnall  pay  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  the  ancient  and  lawful  fees  of  four  flril- 
lings,"  ore.  Now  it  is  evident,  that  the  High  Bailiff  of  Weft- 
minfter  has  no  fees  to  pay  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown;  and 
therefore  this  Act  of  Parliament  does  not  relate  to  his  precept, 

.  but 
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but  folely  to  writs.  The  other  words  of  the  act  make  it 
equally  clear. 

Some  other  learned  gentlemen  may  perhaps  think  fit  to 
argue,  that  the  faid  ftatute  is  not  confined  to  writs,  becaufe  it 
fpeaks  of  "  the  Sheriff,  or  other  officer,  having  the  execution 
and  return  of  any  fuch  writ."  But  the  fecond  fection  of  the 
ftatute  clearly  explains  who  is  meant  by  that  other  officer, 
namely,  the  proper  officer  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  to  whom  an 
additional  time  is  allowed  to  ifftie  the  precepts  therein  men- 
tioned, and  who  has  the  return  of  a  writ,  as  well  as  the 
Sheriff  of  a  county. 

Bat  let  it  be  fuppofed  for  a  moment,  folely  for  the  fake  of 
argument,  that  that  Act  of  Parliament  does  extend  to  the  re- 
turn of  precepts,  as  well  as  to  the  return  of  writs.  Then  it 
•will  be  anfwered  by  the  High  Bailiff,  that  a  return  has  been 
made  in  due  time,  viz.  a  fpecial  return;  therefore  the  High 
Bailiff  has  complied  with  the  direction  of  the  law,  even  ad- 
mitting that  the  ftatute  of  the  loth  and  I  ithof  \Villiam  III. 
to  fully  extend  to  the  cafe  of  the  High  Bailiff  of  Weftminfter, 
rhe  Ho ufe  ought  not  to  cenfure  him,  but  ought  to  order  him  to 
proceed  in  his  fcrutiny,  provided  the  High  Bailiff  can  flieW 
that  he  has  granted  it  on  good  grounds. 

The  fbtute  enacts,  in  the  firft  place,  that  in  the  cafe  of  a 
general  election,  a  return  fhall  be  made  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  "on  or  before  the  day  that  the  Parliament  {hall  be 
called  to  meet." 

It  enacts,  in  the  next  place,  that,  in  the  cafe  of  "  any  new 
writ,"  iflued  in  the' middle  of  a  Parliament,  a  return  {hall  be 
made  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  "  with  all  convenie nt  expedi- 
tion, not  exceeding  fourteen  days  after  the  election." 

[The  Clerk  then  read  the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  in  the  fa- 
mous cafe  of  the  Weftminfter  election,  when  Lord  Trentliam 
and  Sir  George  Vandeput  were  the  candidates;  and  which 
election  was  in  confequence  of  a  new  writ  in  the  middle  of  a 
L  3  Parliament. 
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Parliament.  See  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
the  22d  and  23cl  chys  of  February,  1749.] 

On  the  22d  of  February,  "Notice  is  taken  that  no  return 
had  been  made  to  the  writ  for  the  electing  a  citizen  to-ferve  in 
Parliament  for  the  city  of  Weftminfler."  Upon  this  the  Houfe 
ordered  the  High  Bailiff  to  attend. 

The  next  day  the  High  Bailiff  did  attend,  and  was  ex- 
amined. 

Did  the  Iloufe  commit  him  ?  No. — Did  the  Houfe  order 
him  to  make  a  return  before  he  had  finished  the  fcrutiny  which 
he  had  granted  ?  No. — Did  the  Houfe  cenfure  him  for  having 
difobeyed  the  ft  at  me  of  the  lothand  nth  of -William  III.  by 
not  having  made  a  return  within  the  firft  fourteen  days  after 
the  election?  No.  —  "  The  Speaker,  by  the  direction  of  the 
Iloufe,  recommended  to  him  fome  particulars  of  his  duty ; 
aflured  hi;n  lhat  the  Houfe  would  fupport  him  in  the  dif- 
charge  thereof,  and  hoped  that  he  would  ufe  all  poflible  dif- 
patch." 

The  Houfe  ought  therefore,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  not  to 
prejudge  the  queflion.  They  ought  to  do,  in  this  inflance, 
what  the  Houfe  wifely  did  in  the  year  1749,  viz.  to  order  the 
High  Bailiff  to  attend,  and  to  hear  him,  before  he  is  con- 
demned. If  the  Houfe,  after  having  examined  the  High  Bai- 
liff, fhould  be  of  opinion  that  he  did  right  to  grant  a  fcru- 
tiny, they  ought  ftrictly  to  follow  the  excellent  precedent  in 
the  cafe  of  Trentham,  by  ordering  the  High  Bailiff  "  to  take 
care  to  expedite  the  election  as  much  as  poffible."  [Mr,  Fox 
cried  out,  Hear  !  Hear  !]  I  now  find,  fays  Lord  Mahon,  the 
manner  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  cries 
hear  !  means  to  argue  this  queftion.  He  means  to  admit,  that 
the  cafe  of  the  former  Weflminfter  election  would,  in  fub- 
ftance,  be  fimilar  to  the  prefent,  if  the  ftatute  of  the  loth  and 
nth  of  William  III.  had  enacted,  in  the  cafe  of  a  new  writ 
in  the  middle  of  a  Parliament,  that  the  return  fhall  be  mad* 
not  wjthin  fourteen  days  after  the  end  of  the  election,  but 

within 
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within  fourteen  days  after  the  end  of  the  poll.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  means  to  ground  his  right  to  be  returned 
upon  the  diftinction  between  the  poll  and  the  election.  He 
means  to  argue,  that  the  return  in  the  former  Weftminfter 
ele6lion  was  right,  becaufe,  though  it  weie  made  months  after 
the  poll,  it  was  made  previous  to  the  I4th  day  after  the  elec- 
tion. Why?  Becaufe  the  right  honourable  gentleman  mean* 
to  contend,  that  the  fcrutiny  was  part  of  the  election.  That 
the  fcrutiny  not  being  concluded,  the  election  was  not  con- 
cluded ;  and  that  therefore  no  return  could  be  made  till  the 
election  was  over. 

[Mr.  Fox  cried  out  again,  Hear !  Hear  !]  I  am  happy  that 
Mr.  Fox  agrees  to  this  way  of  flating  the  argument.  I  can- 
not, however,  fufficiently  admire  the  contradictions  'between 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Fox's  learned  friend  (Mr.  Lee)  whofe 
words  I  have  juft  taken  down  in  writing.  Mr.  Lee  laid  it 
down  as  a  principle,  "  that  the  end  of  the  poll  was  the  end  of 
the  elettlon? ' .  That  was  the  law  of  the  learned  gentleman. 
But  the  law  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is,  Ci  that  th« 
end  of  the  poll  is  not  the  end  of  the  election."  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  having  undertaken  to  defend  a  bad  caufe, 
has  got  into  the  moft  complete  dilemma  poffible.  For,  if  the 
ftatute  of  the  loth  and  nth  of  William  III.  is  not  applicable 
to  precepts,  that  ftatute  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Weft- 
minfter election.  If  that  ftatute  is  applicable  to  precepts,  and 
that,  according  to  the  learned  gentleman,  Mr.  Lee,  the  end  of 
the  poll  is  the  end  of  the  election,  the  precedent  laid  down  by 
the  Houfe  in  the  former  Weftminfter  election  clearly  proves 
that  Mr.  Fox  ought  not  to  be  returned,  but  that  the  fcrutiny 
ought  to  be  fuffered  to  continue.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  law 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  is  right,  name- 
ly, that  when  a  fcrutiny  is  granted,  the  end  of  the  fcrutiny, 
and  not  the  end  of  the  poll,  is  the  end  of  the  election ;  then,  as 
the  prefent  fcrutiny  for  Weftminfter  is  not  over,  the  Weft- 
L  4  minfter 
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minfter  election  is  not  yet  over ;  and  Mr.  Fo.x  cannot  be  re- 
turned as  duly  elected  until  the  election  mall  be  over. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  has,  however,  the  decency, 
the  moderation,  and  the  modefty,  to  demand  of  this  Houfe, 
that  he  (Mr.  Fox)  mould  be  feated  for  Weftminfter,  though 
he  himfelf  contends,  that,  according  to  law,  the  election  is 
not  concluded,  inafmuch  as  the  fcrutiny  is  not  over. 

Lord  Mahon,  May  24,   1784- 

IF  it  had  been  for  me  to  have  chofen,  I  fliould  have  put  off 
the  rifk  of  my  firfl  attempt  in  the  debates  of  this  Houfe  to  a 
much  later  period ;  becaufe  I  fhould  have  thought  it  more  pru- 
dent, as  well  as  more  becoming,  to  mark,  by  a  filent  attention, 
the  refpedt  which  I  entertain  for  the  firft  abilities  of  the  king- 
dom, upon  both  fides  of  the  argument  —  abilities  enlightened 
by  political  experience,  and  improved  by  habits  of  political 
reafoning.  I  can  fay  too,  with  equal  veracity,  that  I  would 
have  preferred  any  topic  to  this,  becaufe  it  is  new,  of  extreme 
delicacy  in  its  confequences,  and  of  immediate  concern  to  the 
right  honourable  petitioner  (Mr.  Fox)  whofe  manlinefs  of  fpi- 
rit  I  will  fo  far  endeavour  to  imitate,  that  I  will  for  ever  dif- 
dain  the  furrender  of  my  conviction,  even  to  him  ;  but  whofe 
figure  in  this  country,  and  flrenuous  oppofition  to  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  day,  makes  it  a  very  unwelcome  talk  to  act,  even 
in  a  judicial  character,  againft  a  point  which  he  has  made  with 
a  declared  view  to  his  own  political  character,  though  in  form 
he  has  made  it  as  party  in  a  fuit. 

But  I  have  no  choice.  Firft  principles  of  the  government 
have  been  forced  into  the  debate —  neutrality  would  be  cowar- 
dice to  the  argument,  as  the  public  opinion  is  engaged  in  it ; 
and  a  vote  unexplained  would  fubject  even  me,  rnfignificant  as 
I  am,  to  the  odium  of  that  prejudice  which  has  found  its  way 
from  one  fide  of  the  bar  to  the  correfponding  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
I  may  be  called  the  defperate  partifanof  a  meafure  to  which  no 
ingenious  motives  can  be  affigned,  which  has  no  principle  of 

law 
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Jaw  to  fuftain  it,  and  which  no  liberal  argument  can  reconcile 
to  the  feelings  or  the  good  fenfe  of  difpaflionate  men.  I  con- 
fefs  my  ambition  to  lay  afide  the  advocate  here,  and  ftand  upon 
higher  ground,  in  fupport  of  a  Conftitution  which  I  revere,  un- 
fettered by  technical  fubtileties,  and  fpeaking  with  its  genuine 
character,  fimplicity. 

I  am  not,  Sir,  one  of  thofe  grave  and  authoritative  lawyers 
who  have  been  catechifed  by  an  honourable  friend  of  mine, 
(Mr.  Powys)  and  who  have  to  thank  him  for  a  very  peculiar 
compliment.  He  tells  them  they  fpeak  without  party  views, 
or,  as  he  expreffed  it,  uitbcut  a  fide  ;  as  if  the  reft  of  the 
Houfe,  including  the  country  gentlemen,  (to  which  rank  he 
belongs)  were  lefs  independent.  Whether  I  have  a  fide  ex- 
cept that  of  truth,  I  will  not  prefume  to  intimate ;  but  throw 
myfelf  upon  the  candour  of  the  public  for  their  opinion  of  my 
future  conduct,  without  aflurances  or  profeffions. 

In  a  few  and  plain  words,  pointed  clofely  to  the  fubject,  I 
wifh  to  mark  thofe  broad  principles  upon  which  I  act,  againft 
the  motion  firft  made. 

What  is  called  a  return  has  no  magic  in  the  found  of  the 
word  :  it  is  a  mode  and  form  by  which  the  electors  convey  the 
object  of  their  choice  into  Parliament — election  is  the  fubftance, 
and  it  is  no  election  if  it  is  not  complete.  Before  its  comple- 
tion two  doubts  may  arife  ;  one,  as  to  the  number  of  the  vo- 
ters for  each  competitor;  another,  as  to  the  right. — A  poll  is 
the  method  ufed  for  afcertaining  the  number;  and  if,  during 
that  poll,  the  right  has  been  imperfectly  canvafled,  what  are 
called  fcrutinies,  have  been  received  for  the  purpofe  of  a  more 
accurate  fearch  into  the  right.  A  poll,  if  demanded,  is  an 
efTential  and  continuing  part  of  an  election;  and  while  that 
poll  is  depending,  the  election  is  not  more  complete  than  if  it 
never  had  begun.  The  fame  is  true  of  fcrutinies — once  ad- 
mitted, they  fufpend  the  return,  becaufe  they  continue  and 
keep  alive  the  act  of  election. 

That 
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That  fcrutinies,  upon  a  fair  cafe  of  doubt,  areju.tified  by.  tha 
law  and  cuftom  of  Parliament,  it  is  impoffible  to  deny  :  and  it 
is  an  unfinished  election,  after  fcrutinies  have  been  granted,  up 
TO  the  moment  of  clofing  them. 

Let  me,  then,  afk  in  general,  if  this  Houfe  can  ever  inter- 
rapt  an  unfinifhed  election  ?  If  it  can,  one  or  other  of  thefe 
conferences  muft  happen— either  the  Houfe  will,  kfelf,  ele&, 
by  continuing,  or  by  recommencing  and  clofing  the  interrup- 
ted ad,  in  which  cafe  it  ceafes  to  be  a  court  of  appeal — or  the 
feat  will  precede  the  choice,  or  the  appeal  precede  the  judge- 
ment. Who  can  form  an  idea  more  prepofterous  ?  And  who 
will  believe  that  fuch  is,  or  can  be,  the  conflitution  of  Par- 
liament ? 

That  fcrutinies  are  bad  expedients,  I  admit ;  all  fcrutinies, 
whether  fitting  the  Parliament,  or  upon  a  general  election. 
They  are  dangerous  inftruments  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  or 
faction  upon  the  other;  and  I  fliall,  with  pleafure,  give  my 
fupport,  as  far  as  it  goes,  to  any  honourable  member  who 
will  form  a  bill  to  abolifh  them,  or  make  them  innocent  and 
vfeful. 

But  I  cannot  fupprefs  my  aftonifhment,  that  where  the  topic 
ab  inconvenient!  is  prefTed  into  the  fervice,  that  another  incon- 
venience is  overlooked. — Imagine  the  petitioner's  doctrine  to 
be  carried,  and  what  an  alarming  power  is  given  to  the  King 
or  the  Minifter  ! — He  wants  to  be  rid  of  a  popular  candidate. 
This  precedent  will  give  him  a  receipt  for  it :  let  him  firft 
cram  the  poll ;  pour  into  it  all  the  bad  votes  that  a  lane  or  a 
hedge  can  furniih ;  then  feed  it  (the  words  are  become  tech- 
nical) by  two  or  three  votes  in  an  hour,  till  the  return  day  ar- 
rives, or  is  not  far  off.  Scrutinies  will  then  be  of  no  avail ; 
and  the  fervile  courtier,  who  has  not  half  the  legal  votes  of 
Ins  adverfary,  will  deter  him,  by  the  expence  of  a  petition, 
from  an  attempt  upon  the  feat. 

But  what  are  the  admiffions  of  the  argument  ?  Have  gentle- 
men weighed  them  as  they  deferve  to  be  weighed  ?  It  is  admit- 
ted, 
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ted,  that  fitting  a  Parliament,  fcrutinies  to  an  indefinite  pe- 
riod, are,  if  a  cafe  be  made  for  them,  parts  of  an  election, 
which  the  Houfe  have  no  power  to  interrupt ;  yet  there,  every 
argument  prefled  in  this  debate  againft  the  danger  of  fcrutinies 
upon  a  general  election,  has  equal  force..  It  may  there  be  faid, 
"  the  Houfe  is  not  full ;  Mr.  Grenville's  judicature  is  delayed ; 
the  popular  candidate  is  excluded  ;  and  the  city  or  county  is 
taxed,  though  unreprefented." 

As  to  Mr.  Grenville's  bill,  fuch  a  grofe  fallacy  was  never 
attempted,  as  to  argue  that  fcrutinies  interfere  with  it,  and 
elude  the  policy  of  it.  Scrutinies,  in  point  of  right,  are  juft 
as  they  flood  before  that  bill;  and  I  may,  with  founder  argu- 
ment, give  them  an  obvious  preference  over  the  control  of  the 
Houfe  at  large.  That  bill  improved  the  judgement,  but  left 
the  fubject  of  it  the  fame.  The  Committees  inherit  the  rights 
of  the  Houfe,  to  ufe  a  good  expreflion  of  a  noble  Lord  who 
fpoke  early  in  the  debate,  (Lord  Mulgrave ;)  riot  all  the  rights 
neithei,  for  they  have  no  power  of  decifion  beyond  the  feat  ; 
but  they  have  no  wider  jurifdiction.  When  I  hear  fuch  ill- 
founded  penegyrics  upon  this  bill,  I  fufpect  falfe  friends  to  it, 
and  fnakes  in  the  grafs, 

"  But  a  return  ! — You  forget  a  return  !" — As  to  returns,  I 
know  this  of  them  in  general,  that  by  the  law  of  Parliament, 
if  they  are  not  built  upon  a  real  and  complete  election,  they 
are  no  retutns  at  all,  but  abfolutely  void. 

Analogies  of  law  are  called  into  the  argument  on  both  fides; 
but  they  are  analogies  rather  from  the  difference  than  fimili- 
tude.  In  courts  of  law,  a  return,  if  it  executes  the  writ  in 
form,  binds  the  court  and  the  parties,  who  have  no  remedy 
but  an  action ;  but  in  Parliament,  a  return  is  wafte  paper,  if 
it  is  not  confirmed  by  a  real,  a  due,  and  a  complete  election. 

Upon  this  idea,  who  can  be  returned  while  the  election  pro- 
ceeds ? — If  the  poll  is  depending,  the  condidate  who  ftands 
firft  upon  it  has  no  better  claim  to  a  return  than  his  competi- 
tor, who  has  not  three  votes ;  if  the  poll  is  checked,  by  a  doubt 

upon 
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upon  the  right,  in  the  form  of  fcrutiny,  and  that  fcrutiny  is 
depending,  fhall  he  who  ftands  firft  upon  it  be  returned  ?  Juft 
as  jmpoflible. — Shall  both  be  returned  ?  It  is  ridiculous  to  ima- 
gine it.  Nor,  except  that  ridiculous  and  fhameful  party  job, 
the  Oxford/hire  election,  will  any  double  return  of  this  kind 
be  found  upon  the  journals  of  Parliament. 

What  is  the  form  of  your  decidon  upon  contefted  elections  ? 
A  form  as  old  as  the  right :  "  Refolved,  That  A.  B.  was  elect- 
ed, and  ought  to  have  been  returned."  Can  it  be  faid  that  lie 
was  elected  upon  half  the  poll  or  fcrutiny  ?  And  ought  he  to 
have  been  returned  if  not  elected  ? 

But  now  for  the  writ,  and  its  exigency — a  terrible  word  !— 
t  muft,  indeed,  work  miracles,  if  it  can  do  what  is  threat- 
ened :  it  muft  have  the  power  to  make  that  a  complete  elect  ion 
between  an  old  Parliament  and  a  new  one,  which  is  no  election 
while  the  Parliament  happens  to  be  fitting — It  muft  have  the 
power  to  make  that  a  return,  confident  with  an  oath,  which 
flies  in  the  face  of  it.  When  I  am  told  this  exigency  of  the 
writ  is  to  carry  fuch  points,  I  fufpect  the  miracle  ;  watch  it 
narrowly,  and  pick  all  the  holes  in  it  I  can.  I  would  catch  at 
any  little  feather  to  fave  the  common  fenfe  of  the  fubject  from 
fuch  a  degree  of  odium  and  ridicule.  But  what  is  the  harm 
of  the  writ  ?  It  orders  a  return  upon  a  particular  day  ;  but  of 
what  Jcind  ?  A  return,  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  an 
election.  What  fays  the  Returning  Officer  here?  "  I  can  cer- 
tify no  election,  becaufe  I  have  no  election  to  certify." — If  it 
was  half  a  poll  he  would  give  the  fame  anfwer;  and  the  degree 
in  which  the  election  is  incomplete,  makes  no  difference  in  the 
argument,  or  effect  of  his  plea, 

It  is  admitted,  that  impoffibilities  may  juftify  him  ;  and  if 
the  poll  is  delayed  by  force,  or  fraud,  or  external  accident,  the 
exigency  of  the  writ  maybe  difobeyed.  What  is  it  but  an  im- 
poflibility,  that  a  legal  part  of  the  depending  election  can  re- 
main incomplete  without  prejudice  to  the  return  of  a  complete 
election  ? 

A* 
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As  to  the  acts  of  Parliament,  they  leave  the  return  of  the 
writ,  as  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  an  election,  juft 
where  they  found  it ;  except  that  when  fuch  an  election  has 
been  made,  and  the  writ  can  be  returned,  fo  accompanied,  the 
Sheriff  of  the  county,  who  is  a  minifterial  officer,  in  convey- 
ing that  certificate  home  to  Parliament,  is  to  make  the  return 
upon  fuch  a  day.  The  act  fuppofes  an  election  previoufly  de- 
termined. 

But  poor  Weftmmfter  is  to  be  taxed,   though  unreprefen- 

ted.—        "^y 

Under  the  tropics  is  our  language  (poke, 
And  part  of  Flanders  has  rcceiv'd  our  yoke. 

We  have  loft  America,  100,000,000  of  money,  and  ioo5coo 
liyes,  in  oppofition  to  the  doctrine,  that  reprefentation  is  in- 
feparable  from  taxation  ;  but  we  pick  it  up  again,  to  make  a 
noble  ftand  for  it  in  the  Weftminfter  election.  This  may  be 
called  the  art  of  finking  in  politics. — But  if  the  ridicule  could 
be  heightened,  of  faving  Weftminfter  from  her  -Jmare  in  the  tax 
while  fhe  is  in  the  act  of  electing  her  own  reprefentatives,  we 
forget  every  cafe  of  a  double  return,  and  we  forget  the  fame 
injured  city  upon  every  new  election  fitting  the  Parliament. 

As  to  the  real  ground  of  fcrutiny,  in  the  cafe  before  us,  I 
fhall  fay  a  very  few  words.  It  ftartled  me  at  firft,  when  the 
right  honourable  petitioner  got  up  and  faid,  "  As  a  party,  I 
like  this ;  but  as  a  judge.  I 'think  it  wrong;"  it  ftruck  me,  that, 
even  with  his  powers  of  difcernment,  he  might  fometimes  for-  • 
get  that  he  was  a  judge,  and  recollect  his  other  fituation  too 
well.  But  when  he  examined  the  Deputy  Bailiff  I  was  com- 
forted ;  for  there,  it  rnuft  be  owned,  he  forgot  that  he  was  a 
party,  and  molt  accurately  remembered  that  he  was  a  judge; 
nay,  he  proved  himfelf  that  fpecies  of  judge  whom  our  law, 
by  one  of  its  raoft  popular  fictions,  calls  a  counfel  for  the 
prifoner ;  .for  it  was  the  tendency,  as  well  as  effect  of  his  quef- 
tions,  to  exculpate  and  jollify  the  High  Bailiff.  -I  aik  of  any 
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man  of  honour,  who  heard  this  deputy  culprit  in  the  hands  o"f 
the  right  honourable  gentlemen,  if  he  has  a  doubt  under  the 
circumftances  of  this  poll,  that  a  revifion  of  it  was  necefTary, 
and  eflential  tojuftice? 

What,  then,  is  to  be  done  ? — Return  me,  fa  id  the  right  ho- 
nourable petitioner.  That  prayer  is  abandoned  by  his  friend, 
the  venerable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ellis)  converfant  in  the  rules  of 
Parliament,  who  made  this  motion.  He  fays,  "  Let  any  re- 
turn be  made ;  I  don't  care  which."  If  that  fhould  be  done, 
you  either  muft  compel  a  judicial  officer  to  a£t  as  the  minifter 
of  your  will,  and  return  that  which  you  call  an  election,  but 
he  calls  none;  or  you  compel  him  to  judge,  when  he  can  form 
no  judgement  at  all.  Are  we,  then,  to  iffue  a  new  writ,  or 
direct  the  Bailiff  to  proceed  ?  I  confefs,  that  I  fhould  have  my 
doubts  upon  that  fubje6l ;  and  fhould  rather  be  of  opinion,  that 
a  new  writ  fhould  iffue,  if  I  went  upon  the  common  law  of 
Parliament,  applicable  to  the  fubjecl:  of  an  unfinifhed  election  : 
but  I  donfider  the  cafe  of  Trentham  and  Vandeput  as  a  direct 
precedent  in  point,  that  a  legal  fcrutiny  muft  proceed.  By 
the  way,  this  laft  mode  is  clearly  more  eligible  for  the  peti- 
tioner than  to  make,  the  entire  election  begin  again  ;  though 
his  counfel,  by  a  logic  unfathomable  to  me,  have  prefled  for  a 
new  writ,  as  the  better  expedient  of  the  two.  However,  that 
point  is  not  before  us ;  and  I  fhall  clofe  what  I  have  faid  by  a 
negative  to  the  motion,  confined,  as  it  is,  to  the  demand  of  an 
immediate  return, 

Mr*  Hardingc,  June  8,   1784. 


HUMOUR. 


BRITISH      SENATE.  157 


HUMOUR. 

JDUT,  Sir,  of  all  thofe  who  have  this  day  declared  themfeJves 
againft  a  ftanding  army,  I  am  furprifed  at  thofe  who  are  called, 
by  the  patriots,  placemen.  I  know  they  call  us  fo  by  way  of 
contempt ;  but,  whatever  they  think,  I  fhall  never  be  afhamed 
of  ferving  my  country,  in  any  poft  the  Crown  pleafes  to  put 
me  in  ;  nor  can  I  look  upon  it  as  a  difcredit  to  have  an  honour 
conferred  upon  me  by  what  even  the  patriots  themfelves 
muft  allow  to  be  the  only  fountain  of  honour  in  the  nation. 
I  am  convinced  all  placemen  are  of  my  opinion,  and  am  fur- 
prifed to  hear  any  placeman  arguing  in  favour  of  a  reduction 
of  the  army ;  for  we,  who  have  commiffions  in  the  army, 
muft  be  allowed  to  be  placemen  as  well  as  others ;  and  if  the 
fpirit  of  reducing  mould  prevail  with  refpeA  to  military 
placemen,  our  civil  placemen  would  do  well  to  look  to  them- 
felves, for  many  of  our  civil  pofts  may  be  thought  as  dange- 
rous and  as  ufelefs  as  moft  of  our  military :  nay,  I  do  not 
know  but  this  fpirit  may  at  laft  attack  our  eftablifhed  church, 
by  reducing  all  the  ufelefs  ecclefiaftical  pofts  in  the  kingdom  ; 
in  which  cafe,  I  do  not  know,  but  that  it  might,  with  force 
feafon,  be  faid,  the  church  is  in  danger.  It  is  commonly  faid, 
that  two  of  any  trade  can  never  agree;  and  yet  we  find,  that  it 
is  natural  for  all  thofe  of  a  trade  to  unite  together,  and  to  form 
a  fort  of  fociety  for  their  mutual  fupport.  I  think  we  place- 
men ought  to  do  the  fame ;  though  we  fometimes  fall  out 
about  which  of  us  fhall  have  the  better  place  ;  yet,  when  the 
places  themfelves  are  attacked,  we  ought  to  unite  together  for 
fupporting  the  craft. 

SirJ.  Sanderfon,  Jan.  28,   1738. 

SINCE 
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SINCE  in  the  laft  fefllon  we  indulged  a  great  many  with  the- 
privilege  of  being  abfent,  though  we  knew  they  had  no  excufe, 
I  think  thofe  that  are  now  abfent  have  reafon  to  expeft,  at 
leaft,  from  them  the.  fame  indulgence.  I  fhall  not  find  fault, 
Sir,  with  the  privilege  gentlemen  took  to  themfelves  upon  that 
occafion.  Whatever  was  their  pretence,  they  foon  found  their 
abfence  condemned  by  the  whole  nation ;  and,  I  believe,  they 
have  fince  heartily  repented  of  what  they  did ;  which  makes 
me,  and  I  hope  it  has  made  their  feveral  conftituents,  readily 
forgive  them.  But  I  cannot  forbear  taking  notice,  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpokelaft  (George  Lyttelton,  Efq.) 
puts  me  in  mind  of  a  merry  paflage  in  a  French  play,  where  a 
gentleman  aiks  a  fervant,  how  her  mafter  does  ?  In  a  fair  way 
of  doing  well,  Sir,  faid  {he,  for  bis  fhyjicians  havt  jujl  taken  their 
leave  of  him* 

Horatio  Watyole,  Efq.  Dec.  18,   1739. 

IT  is  true  that  I  have  been  acceflary  in  bringing  a  milkman^ 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Burke)  has  ftated,  before 
this  Houfe ;  but  he  was  far  from  being  one  of  the  rabble  ;  he 
was  fo  refpe6table  a  character,  that  a  magiftrate  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  to  take  four  hundred  pounds  bail  for  his  appearance.  The 
chimney  fweeper  might  alfo,  for  ought  I  know,  be  a  man  of 
as  much  confequence  as  fome  of  our  modern  patriots ;  nor 
fhould  I  wonder,  if  a  modern  patriot  fliould  be  found  difguifed 
like  a  chimney  fweeper.  I  will  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  pit  my 
chimney  fweeper  againft  Parfon  Home;  a  man  (for  ^.gentleman 
I  cannot  call  him)  by  no  means  fo  refpe&able  as  my  milkman. 
I  caufed  the  milkman  to  be  brought  before  you  with  the  very 
fame  intent  for  which  you  bring  a  printer  to  the  bar,  to  difco- 
ver  the  author.  Modern  patriots  hired  the  rabble  to  traduce 
their  betters ;  modern  are  as  much  like  ancient  patriots,  as  much 
like  Goto,  or  Brutus,  as  the  milkman  was  like  a  Peer.  Had  I, 
ou  that  occaf:on,  been  properly  fupported,  the  Houfe  would  not 
now  be  troubled ;  but  I  was  traduced,  and  rny  life  was  threat- 
ened, 
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ened,  but  I  only  laughed  at  it !  Indeed,  I  only  ihared  an  equal 
fate  with  other  refpe&able  perfonages.  I  had  the  honour,  Sir, 
(addreffing  himfelf  to  the  Speaker)  to  be  hanged,  in  effigy,  on 
Tower  Hill,  on  the  fame  gibbet  with  you. — Indeed,  in  the 
dying  fpeeches,  the  patriots  paid  me  the  higheft  compliment, 
for  they  gave  out,  that  I  died  a  penitent',  but  that  yon,  Sir, 
remained  hardened  to  the  loft. 

Col.  On/low y  Feb.  16,  1773. 

FROM  what  accurfed  examples  our  prevailing  fyftem  of  po- 
litics is  drawn  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  difcover.  I  can  conceive  there 
is  nothing  of  a  fimilar  completion  amidft  all  the  voluptuous 
annals  of  mankind,  unlefs  it  be  met  with  in  the  Memoirs  of 
Dlonyjius,  tyrant  of  Syracufe  ;  Sir,  that  monfter  being  de- 
termined upon  the  ruin  of  a  free  people  of  Reggio,  irrtpofed  on 
them  certain  exactions,  with  which  he  was  perfuaded  they 
had  not  the  ability  to  comply. — Hence  he  found  a  pretext  to 
inveft  their  territories  with  a  formidable  army.  After  a  gal- 
lant and  defperate  defence,  they  were  reduced  to  an  uncondi- 
tional furrender.  Dionyfius  then  laid  their  city  in  afhes, 
condemned  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  cruel  tortures,  and 
fold  the  reft  for  flaves,  by  beat  of  drum,  to  the  higheft  bidder, 
in  a  public  market  place. — How  happy,  Sir,  would  it  make 
that  mirror  of  good  qualities,  our  Firft  Lord  Commiflioner 
of  the  Admiralty,  were  he  appointed  drummer  at  the  city  of 
New  York  on  a  like  occafion  ! 

Hon.  Temple  Luttrell,  Oft.  31,  1776. 

The  words  "  influence  the  members,"  and  "  Increafe  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown,"  were  the  current  and  fafhionable  expref- 
fions  ufed  in  a  former  debate,  as  well  as  the  prefent,  which  fub- 
flaritially  imports  the  fame  with  the  words  which  have  now- 
given  fuch  high  offence. — For  my  part,  I  can  fee  little  diffe- 
rence, if  any,  between  influence  and  corrupt  influence,  and 
corrupt  influence  and  downwright  plain  corruption.  I  muft 

VOL.  II.  M  coufefs, 
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confefs,  that  the  found,  however,  of  the  letter  is  coarfc  and 
impoHtf,  when  compared  with  the  former.  On  this  ground, 
therefore,  the  whole  matter  may  be  explained,  to  the  entire 
fatisfaction  of  all  parlies;  thofe  who  like,  and  thofe  who  dif- 
like,  the  word  corruption  ;  for  though  it  fliould  be  given  up- 
by  one  fide,  the  fcnfe  will  be  frill  retained,  and  it  will  com- 
pletely fatisfy  fuch  as  difapproveof  it,  that  it  is  to  be  difcarded 
for  ever  out  of  the  parliamentary  vocabulary.  The  honoura- 
ble gentleman  (Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge)  with  whom  fome 
'appear  to  be  fo  much  offended,  is  a  citizen,  and  has  not  at- 
tained to  that  height  of  polite  phrafeology,  for  which  fuch  as 
happily  refute  at  the  other  end  of  the  town  are  fo  juftly  diftin- 
guifhed  ;  for  which  reafon,  what  a  courtier ,  or  an  inhabitant  of 
the  weft  end  of  the  town  call  influence,  the  worthy  Alderman,, 
according  to  his  grofs 'mode  of  expreffion,  very  improperly 
call;;  corruption* 

Mr.  Burke,  April  18,  1777. 

THL  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  (Lord  North)  has  dif- 
vovered  the  prettiest  method  imaginable  to  recover  America. 
It  i?,  I  muft  confefs,  a  new  way  ;  but  what  of  that  t  it  is  a  for- 
cible, and,  for  that  reafon,  a  fuccefsful  way  ?  How  does  his 
Lordihip  mean  to  treat  ?  Why  we  have  been  beaten  pretty  to- 
lerably. One  General  and  his  army  are  loft,  the  other  is  fur- 
rounded,  and  in  danger ;  when  the  other  fhall  be  loft,  then 
will  be  the  time  to  treat.  We  have  been  unfuccefsful  almofl 
in  every  thing  ;  but  it  feems,  by  the  noble  Lord's  new  logic,  w& 
have  not  yet  been  unfuccefsful  enough.  If  treaty  is  fpoken  of, 
'his  Lordfhip  wifhes  for  it,  and  the  end  propofed  by  it ;  if  war 
rs  fpoken  of,  his  Lordihip  promifes  fuccefs.  In  fhort,  whether 
'it  be  conqueft,  unconditional  fubmiflion,  treaty,  concilratinn, 
taxation,  fovereignty,  or  treating,  with  rebels  with  r.rms  in 
their  hands,  he  is  for  every  one 'of  them,  and  for  none  of  them, 
but  that  which  immediately  anfwers*the  temporary  purpofe^  cf 
debate;  that  of  voting  in  a  majority  of  keeping  his  place, 

by 


BRITISH      SENATE.  161 

by  keeping  his  friends  together,  of  urging  the  violent,  fofteri- 
ing  the  antagonifts,  and  meeting  exactly  the  ideas  of  the  mo- 
derate; 

Mr.  Fox,  Dec.  10,  1777. 

I  rife,  Sir,  to  object  to  the  motion  of  the  honourable  baronet 
(Sir  George  Saville)  for  laying  before  the  Houfe  a  lift  of 
penfioners.  Many  deferving  perfons  enjoy  His  Majefty's 
bounty,  who  Would  not  wifh  their  names  made  public ;  fome 
reduced  gentry  ftand  in  the  fame  predicament ;  and  there  are 
many  Lady  Bridgets,  Lady  Maries  and  Jennies,  who  would  be. 
much  hurt  at  having  their  names  entered  in  the  proceedings 
of  this  Houfe  as  Penfioners  of  the  State.  Pride  in  general  is 
apt  to  extend  its  influeuce  more  or  lefs  every  where ;  but  fe- 
male pride  is  fan&ioned,  and  partly  approved  of  by  cuftom;  but 
if  Lady  Mary  and  Lady  Jenny,  who  pafs  as  perfons  of  confe- 
quence  in  their  refpective  neighbourhoods,  were  difcovered  to 
be  mere  penfioners  and  dependants  on  a  Court*  they  would  foort 
lofe  the  refpedt  which  their  rank  entitles  them  to.  I  know 
there  are  feveral  of  thefe  Lady  Maries  and  Lady  Jennies  from 
North  Britain;  and  furely  it  would  be  cruel  to  rob  them  of 
their  rights.  There  are  fome  of  thefe  ladies  in  Ireland,  at 
leaft  fome  who  have  penfions  on  the  Irl/h  eflablifhment,  who, 
When  they  have  a  good  thing,  do  not  like  to  lofe  it* 

Lord  Nugent)  Feb.  15,  1780. 

The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Coventry)  has  declared, 
that  men  go  to  jail  to  enjoy  the  luxuries  of  a  prifon,  and  that 
four  pence  a  day  is  a  luxury  to  a  debtor,  which  he  ought  not 
to  have ;  and  hence  he  oppofes  the  bill  brought  in  by  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Beauchamp)  for  allowing  debtors  four  pence  a  day, 
and  clearing  perfons  in  execution  after  fo  long  a  terra  of  im- 
prifonment,  by  giving  up  their  eftates.  The  tables  are  now 
fairly  turned  on  the  noble  Lord,  and  his  bill  is  fo  far  from  being 
founded,  as  every  body  has  fuppofed,  on  benevolence  and  buma- 
M  ?,  tut 
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«//v,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Coventry)  near  me 
has  proved  it  to  be  founded  in  inhumanity.  For  what  is  the 
avowed  objeft  of  it  f  To  oblige  men  to  come  out  of  thc^fe  pri- 
fons  in  which  they  live  fo  luxurioufly!  To  force  them  to  have 
that  liberty  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  proved  to  be 
ib  unpleafant  to  men  who  are  debtors. 

Mr.  Burke,  FeB.  28,  1780. 

There  was,  I  have  heard,  an  handfome  widow,  pofTefTed  of 
an  handfome  income,  who  lived  in  a  diffenting  meeting-houie  ; 
a  well-intentioned  man,  who  attended  the  fervice  of  the  day, 
law  her,  and  was  invited  by  her  to  vifit  her ;  he  fell  in  love 
with  her,  and  coming  directly  to  the  point,  faid,  "  Madam, 
will  you  marry  me  ?"  She  refufed  him.  He  ftill  perfifted  in. 
his  requeft;  and  fhe  ftill  refufed.  He  then  changed  his  re- 
queit,  and  afked  her  "  to  let  him  be  her  fteward."  "  No,  fh* 
would  not."  Her  butler  ?  "  No."  Her  cook  ?  «  No." 
Would  fhe  entruft  him  with  the  care  of  her  wardrobe? 
"  No."  After  a  variety  of  requefts,  finding  them  all  denied, 
he  was  going  away,  when  on  a  fudden  he  turned  round^  and 
begged  one  of  her  hufband's  old  wigs.  The  widow,  who  had 
refufed  all  his  former  recmifitions,  complied  with  this ;  and 
the  man,  who  had  afked  the  widow  to  give  him  her  perfon  and 
fortune,  was  obliged  at  laft  to  be  contented  with  one  of  her 
hufband's  old  wigs.  So  is  the  cafe  with  me ;  I  would  marry 
the  handfome  and  rich  widow  CEconomy.  I  fain  would  have 
her  perfon  and  fortune,  but  finding  I  can't  get  them,  I  have 
afked  to  be  her  treafurer,  her  fleward,  her  butler,  her  cook,  and 
her  wardrobe  keeper — but  all  in  vain !  I  have  got  one  of  her 
late  hufband's  old  wigs,  and  with  that  I  fear  I  muil  walk  off 
contented;  but  only  I  beg  the  Committee  will  do  me  the  juftice 
to  remember,  that  by  my  reform  bill  I  did  not  fo  far  degrade 
myfelf  as  to  afk  for  the  old  wig  folely. 

Mr.  Burke,  March  20,  1780. 

I  have 
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I  have  at  prefent  no  refpedl  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  but  to 
the  now  ftate  of  it.  I  confider  not  what  it  has  been,  but  what 
in  reality  it  is,  and  what  it  is  likely  to  be;  and  I  muft  com- 
pare thofe  politicians,  who  are  perpetually  murmuring  about 
the  beginning  of  the  war,-to  the  ideot  who  is  accuftomed  to  hear, 
at  certain  hours,  a  village  clock,  through  the  mere  force  of 
habit,  and  the  affociation  of  ideas,  continued  to  count  the 
hours,  at  the  proper  periodical  times,  after  the  clock  had  gone 
to  decay,  or  was  broken. 

Mr.  Courtenay,  AW.  27,  1780. 

With  Tefpect  to  the  perfonal  altercation  between  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Rigby),  and  an  honourable  baronet 
(Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey),  dulntfs  with  the  beft  intentions  to  be 
brilliant  is  often  unavoidable.  A  pig,  it  is  faid,  never  attempts 
to  fwim,  which  is  the  next  thing  to  foaring,  without  cutting 
its  throat.  Again,  it  is  faid,  that  an  eel  fwims  fatter  in  mud, 
though  it  has  no  fins,  than  fifhes  that  have. 

Mr.  Ccurtcnay^  Nov.  27,  1780. 

Perhaps  I  mall  be  called  «  The  Old  Rat  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion  !"  The  noble  Lord  who  has  been  pleafed  to  beflow  that 
title  upon  me,  is  always  inclined  to  take  the  greateft  liberties 
with  his  beft  friends,  and  thofe  who  really  wifhed  him  fincerely 
well.  Perhaps  the  noble  Lord  thought  they  would  be  the  laft 
to  be  offended  with  him,  and  I  do  affure  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
George  Gordon)  that  I  am  not  offended.  There  is  no  harm 
in  the  appellation — it  was  a  ftroke  of  innocent  humour.  I 
have  been  puzzled,  however,  to  difcover  through  what  chink 
of  the  noble  Lord's  fkull  the  Old  Rat  has  crept  into  his  head, 
and  I  have  been  puzzled  to  find  out  why  I  was  called  the  Old 
Rat  of  the  Conftitution.  I  faw  in  the  newfpapers,  that  I  have 
been  reading  this  morning,  a  paragraph  upon  it,  and  the  news 
writer  was  alfo  puzzled  to  account  for  the  title.  He  had  en- 
deavoured to  difcover  what  property  of  a  rat  belonged  to  him. 
M  3  Did 
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Pid  the  noble  Lord  think  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  would  run 
away  from  the  Constitution,  when  it  was  in  danger,  as  a  rat 
would  run  away  from  a  falling  houfe  ?  I  do  aflure  the  nobl? 
Lord  that  I  will  not.  As  long  as  my  friendly  limbs  will  enable 
me,  and  friendly  I  have  a  right  to  call  them,  for  they  havq, 
borne  me  for  nearly  feventy-one  years,  I  will  ftand  up  and 
iupport  it;  fupport  it  to  the  lafl  hour  of  my  life,  let  who 
will  endeavour  to  pull  It  down  and  undermine  it,  under  pre- 
text of  necefTary  alteration ;  better  to  be  buried  under  the  ruins 
of  the  ConfUtution,  than  to  furvive  it.  I  will  go  farther — I 
will  fupport  the  Minifler ;  the  noble  Lord  wifhes  well  to  h^s 
country,  and  has  true  love  for  the  Conflitution.  The  noble 
Lord  would  fooner  die  than  fuffer  it  to  be  impaired.  I  like  the 
noble  Lord  for  it.  I  have  voted  with  him  in  the  time  of  his 
profperity,  and  I  will  vote  for  him  now.  Having  thus  dif- 
avowed  one  of  the  qualities  of  a  rat,  I  will  tell  the  Houfe 
which  of  the  qualities  of  this  animal  I  admire.  A  rat  is 
fometimes  intent  on  acquiring  good  things.  It  thinks  it  has 
a  right  to  vifit  the  bread  room,  and  the  cook's  cabin.  It  will 
go  there,  but  it  always  cautioufly  avoids  gnawing  through  the 
fides  of  the  vefTel;  it  never  makes  a  hole  that  will  endanger  the 
ftiip.  Let  the  gentlemen  in  oppofition  hold  this  in  their 
minds;  let  them,  if  they  think  they  have  a  right  to  force  their 
way  into  the  bread  room,  go  there  and  get  their  fhare  of  the 
good  things  ;  but  let  them  take  care  how  they  force  a  plank  out 
of  the  fhip's  fide ;  Jet  them  take  care  that,  in  their  zeal  for  al- 
teration, they  do  not  fink  the  veflel.  The  noble  Lord  who 
has  called  me  an  old  rat,  has  fomething  of  a  rat  in  his  own  con- 
llitution ;  he  likes  good  things.  I  remember  when  the  noble 
Lord  was  fome  years  ago  on  a  vifit  to  my  houfe ;  he  was  fond 
of  going  into  the  cook's  pantry  and  dairy.  Indeed  I  muft 
tell  the  Houfe,  I  had  at  that  time  a  remarkably  pretty  dairy 
maid.  • 

Mar  I  Nugent,  4$ril  13,  1780. 


BRITISH      SENATE.  165 

An  expreffion  has  dropped  from  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue 
ribband  (Lord  North),  which,  to  my  furprife,  has  not  been 
taken  up  by  any  gentleman.  The  noble  Lord  has  faid,  "  lie 
believes  it  will  be  found  that  he  has  more  enemies  than  friends 
by  the  lift  he  had  fent  to  the  Bank,"  as  it  ferves  to  make  me 
believe  that  the  noble  Lord  is  coming  over  to  the  opinion  of  an 
honourable  friend  of  mine,  who  has  brought  in  a  bill  lately  to 
regulate  the  civil  eftablifliment,  and  has  contended,  that  taking 
away  from  the  Minifter  the  power  of  beftowing  great  pecu- 
niary emoluments  by  loans,  &c.  and  of  appointing  to  places, 
would  ftrengthen  the  true  and  proper  influence  of  the  Crown, 
remove  a  very  heavy  clog  from  the  wheels  of  Government,  and 
amir,  the  progrefs  of  its  operation.  By  the  noble  Lord's  com- 
plaining that  the  prefent  loan  has  made  him  enemies,  if  his 
Lordfinp  is  fincere  in  his  prefent  declaration,  it  would  not 
be  at  all  furprifmg,  if,  in  a  few  days,  the  noble  Lord  fhould 
bring  in  a  bill  for  aboliming  all  thofe  places,  left,  by  keeping 
them  up,  and  making  enemies  to  Government  by  them,  keftould 
dcfiroy  the  influence  of  the  Crown! 

Mr.  Sheridan,  March  12,  1781. 

I  do  not  wifli  to  tire  the  Houfe  with  a  fecond  difTertation 
upon  optics,  but  I  cannot  help  mentioning  a  circumftance 
which  ftruck  me  a  few  days  ago  as  I  was  walking  along. 
Faffing  by  a  mathematical-inftrument  /hop,  I  faw  the  picture 
of  a  diftorted  vifage,  which  I  could  hardly  make  out;  I 
thought,  however,  it  might  reprefent  Britannia  weeping.  I 
had  the  curiofity  to  ftep  into  the  fhop,  and  examined  it 
through  another  glafs,  when,  to  my  furprife,  I  found  it  to  be  a 
laughing  man.  I  thought  with  my  (elf,  that  whilft  Britannia 
weep?,  thofe  will  laugh  that  win. 

I  do  not  deny  but  fome  remedy  is  wanting  for  the  diforders 

which  prevail  in  our  India  affairs ;  but  I  think  corrections  and 

alterations  fhould  be  tried  before  amputation  fhould  be  fo  fud- 

denly  determined  on  J  and  I  much  queftion  whether  the  prefcrip- 

M  4  tions 
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tions  of  the  right  honourable  Galen,  and  his  dearly-beloved 
brother,  Doctor  Sangrado,  will  be  efficacious  towards  a  cure  ; 
though  I  doubt  not  both  the  one  and  the  other  would  pocket 
fome  good  fees  for  their  naufeous  draught,  which  is  foon  ex- 
pected to  operate  by  a  moft  violent  evacuation  on  the  whole 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company.  Befides,  it  is 
agreed  on  all  hands  (I  fpeak  with  fubmiflion  to  the  faculty) 
that  where  feven  phyficians  and  nine  apothecaries  are  called  in, 
as  a  worthy  merriber  of  this  Houfe  has  before  ftiled  the  new 
Directors  and  their  fubs,  the  death  of  the  patient  is  at  hand.  I 
mean  not  at  all  to  reflect  on  the  right  honourable  Secretary's 
Conge  tfElire,  much  lefs  on  the  Directors  who  were  nominated 
by  virtue  of  that  Conge  d'Elire;  on  the  contrary,  if  the  Eaft- 
India  bill  mufl  pafs,  I  congratulate  the  Houfe  on  the  choice,  as 
I  know  there  are  among  them  men  of  integrity,  men  of  fenfe, 
and  men  of  bufinefs. 

Sir  Richard  Hilly  Dee.  i,  1783. 


An  honourable  baronet  (Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey)  has  been  liberal 
of  abufe  on  the  Ordnance  Office  :  this  is  a  happy  conftitution,- 
where  a  man  may  fpeak  what  he  pleafes ;  nay,  if  he  pleaies, 
•without  knowing  what  he  is  faying,  or  caring  whether  any  one 
pays  the  leaft  attention  to  what  he  fays.  Such  a  man  may 
talk  of  augean  ftables ;  but  happy  it  is  that  the  honourable  ba- 
ronet's expreflions  are  generally  harmlefs  in  their  effect :  it 
might  be  otherwife,  indeed,  if  he  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
manner  in  which  Alexander  the  Sixth,  and  his  fon,  Caefar  Bor- 
gia, ufed  to  make  a  deadly  poifon,  which  came  from  the  mouth 
of  a  pig.  Voltaire,  in  his  Univerfal  Hiftory,  fpeaking  of  this 
poifon,  relates,  that  Alexander  and  his  fon  ufed  to  tie  up  a  pig 
by  the  hind  legs,  and  beat  him  till  he  frothed  at  the  mouth ; 
fome  of  this  froth;  adminiilered  in  a  cup  of  wine  to  a  man,  was 
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an  infallible  pafTport  to  eternity.     What  a  happinefs  it  is  to  the 
Houfe  that  there  is  no  fuch  frothy  orator  in  it ! 

Mr.  Courtenay>  Dec,  .1 2,  1 783. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  who  began  the 
debate,  has  faid  a  great  deal  about  the  late  Adminiftration's 
having  been  turned  out  by  the  fecret  influence  of  the  Crown. 
I  defire  to  know  \vhat  the  Administration  preceding  the  laft  IIPS 
been  turned  out  for,  but  for  having  made  a  peace,  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  declared  muft  be  made  at  any 
rate,  though  he  could  not  make  it  himfelf  ?  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  of  late  praifed  majorities  very  highly; 
this  has  not  however  been  his  practice  formerly.  The  right 
'honourable  gentleman  muft  either  be  right  or  wrong  in  his 
newly-adopted  opinion  of  the  virtue  and  merit  of  majorities. 
If  he  is  wrong,  why  fo  much  boafting  of  glorious  majorities? 
If  he  is  right,  he  will  pleafe  to  remember  that  majorities,  by 
the  fingle  monofylkible  yes,  have  condemned  his  conduct  for 
many  years  together.  But  this  is  not  the  only  point  in  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  changed  his  opinion.  He 
muft  give  me  leave  to  remind  him,  that  on  the  divifion  upon  Sir 
John  Rous's  motion,  three  feflions  fmce,  he  clapped  his  back  to 
the  Lobby  door,  and  exclaimed,  "  No  Coalition  !"  yet  he  foon 
afterwards  found  that  "  no  Coalition,  no  Treafury  Bench,1* 
and  he  accommodated  himfelf  to  the  maxim,  which  he  found 
beft  fuited  his  advancement.  I  will  beg  leave  to  conclude  my 
fpeech  with  the  following  ftory  : 

"  There  were  two  neighbouring  farmers,  who  for  many 
"  years  had  borne  the  moft  cordial  enmity  to  each  other*  So 
"  great  was  their  antipathy,  that  each  declared  they  durjl  not 
"  tritjl  thcmfehcs  in  a  room  with  the  other.  At  laft,  however, 
'•  farmer  Whighoufe  fays  to  former  Tory  man, — Farmei,  what 
"  are  you  and  I  about  ?  We  are  neither  of  us  likely  to  thrive 
"  in  the  world  by  all  this  jangling  and  marling?  I  have  a 
"  propofal  to  make  to  you,  by  which  we  may  both  get  money 

<c  apace, 
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*<  apace,  and  provide  for  our  numerous  and  clamorous  fami- 
"  lies.  We  have  both  of  us  a  great  deal  of  dirty  work  to  do, 
"  and  if  you  will  lend  me  your  horfes  to  draw  me  through  the 
"  mire,  I  will  lend  you  mine;  fo  let  us  e'en  join  our  teams  to- 
*-  gether. — Why,  neighbour  Whighoufe,  I  like  your  propofal 
<l  very  well,  fays  farmer  Toryman,  but  I  fear  our  horfes  won't 
"  draw  well  together.  I  am  apt  to  fear  they  will  find  the 
*4  chains  rather  galling,  and  that  they  will  kick,  and  wince,  and 
*(  Jiart)  and  run  re/live. 

<e  Never  fear  that,  Mr.  Toryman,  fays  Mr.  Whighoufe, 
"  we  muft  pat  'em  and  coax  'em,  and  feed  'em  with  good  hay 
44  and  corn,  and  give  fome  of  them  fine  trappings,  and  then 
*'  never  fear  but  we  fhall  make  them  fo  tractable,  that  we  may 
"  ride  'em  ourfelves  with  eafe,  though  to  be  fure  we  are  neither 
«  of  us  very  light  weights. 

"  Now  all  former  animofities  were  to  be  forgotten,  and 
ft  upon  every  occasion  they  called  one  another  my  good  friend 
«  Mr.  Whighoufe,  and  my  worthy  neighbour  Mr.  Toryman. 
<•  This  to  be  fure  made  the  neighbours  laugh.  But  matters 
"  foon  took  a  ferious  turn,  for  thefe  two  overgrown  farmers 
"  began  to  encroach  upon  their  neighbours,  to  break  down 
"  their  fences,  and  were  proceeding  to  feize  their  very  deeds 
*<  and  leafes,  when  a  worthy  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood, 
"  finding  how  matters  were  going  on,  went  and  informed  their 
"  worthy  landlord  of  their  proceedings,  who  difmilTed  them 
*•  from  their  farms,  in  order  to  make  room  for  better  tenants.^ 
Sir  Richard  Hi II,  Jan.  2O,  1784. 

This  tax,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
has  acted  fo  violent  a  part  againfl,  is  not  to  be  confidered  as  a 
tax  on  women  by  the  name  of  women,  as  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  ftated  it  to  be,  but  a  tax  on  the  property  of  the 
matter,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  fair  one.  Tn  fhort,  I  con- 
ceive this  maid's  tragedy,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
^iveii  us,  and  acted  on  the  prefent  occ^iion,  to  be  rather  a  per- 
•  I 
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formance  calculated  to  expofe  my  right  honourable  friend, 
(Mr.  Pitt)  than  a  ferious  matter  of  fair  complaint  again!}  the 
tax,  which  is  impofed  with  io  light  a  hand,  that  no  niafler, 
or  maid,  can  have  real  caufe  to  flute  it  as  a  grievance  and  a 
hardihip. 

Mr.  Jenkinjl'n,  May  io,  1785. 

Undoubtedly  the  return  ihuft,  by  every  unprejudiced  man, 
be  confidered  as  an  inadequate  compenfation  for  what  we  give 
up  in  the  Irifli  proportions  ;  it  is  the  furplus  of  an  hereditary 
revenue  that  never  will  produce  a  furplus,  or  if  it  does,  that 
can  at  the  higheft  pitch  of  expectation  be  rated  at  more  than 
the  enabling  us,  at  fome  time  or  other  within  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  century,  to  victual  a  few  frigates  with  pickled  pork  and 
bifcuit !  This  reminds  me  of  Voltaire's  account  of  an  unfor- 
tunate man,  who  had  loft  a  leg  and  an  arm  in  one  place,  had 
his  nofe  cut  off  and  his  eyes  put  out  in  another,  had  been  hung 
up  and  cut  down  in  a  third,  had  been  imprifoned  by  the  inqui- 
fition  and  condemned  to  be  burnt,  and  at  laft  found  himfelf 
chained  to  the  oar  as  a  galley  Have,  and  who  neverthelefs  con- 
foled  himfelf  with  faying,  '<  Thank  God  for  all  I  have  fuffered ! 
I  fliould  not  otherwife  have  known  the  luxury  of  eating  orange 
chlj>s  andfiftacbio  nuts,  in  the  harbour  of  Conitantiuople." 

Lord  North,  May  30,  1785. 

All  the  idea  of  the  neceffity  of  a  parliamentary  reform,  I 
am  perfuaded,  is  the  mere  vapour  of  a  dream,  the  fhadow  of  4 
fhade,  empty  whim  and  fanciful  nothing,  from  which  the 
right  honouiable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  endeavours  to  conjure 
up  fomething;  but  I  rely  on  the  good  fenfe  and  found  reafon 
of  the  majority,  trufting  that  they  will  break  the  fpell,  and 
prevent  the  magicians  from  praclifing  on  a  fubject  that  ought 
to  be  held  facred.  Even  admitting,  for  the  fake  of  argument, 
and  I  fhall  not  wifli  to  be  thought  ferious  in  admitting  for  a 
moment,  that  any  alteration  is  actually  necefTary ;  yet  I  fhall 

cpntend, 
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contend,  that  the  alteration  propofed  is  not  adapted  to  the 
feigned  evil.  I  beg  to  know,  where  there  exifts  in  Europe,  or 
on  the  face  of  the  globe,  a  people  fo  happy  as  thofe  under  the 
Britifh  Conflitution  ?  Where  is  there  a  people  fo  fully  in  pof- 
feffion  of  their  rights  and  liberties  ?  The  fa&  is  undeniable  ; 
what  matter  it  then,  whether  perfons  who  fit  in  this  Houfe,  the 
guardians  of  the  public  freedom,  fit  by  virtue  of  having  been 
elected  for  a  burgage  tenure,  a  borough,  or  county  ?  While 
the  People's  rights  are  fecure,  and  their  liberties  fafe,  why  is  it 
neceflary  to  go  into  a  minute  inquiry  how  they  come  to  be  fe- 
cure and  fafe  ?  The  means  were  provided  by  our  anceftorsj 
and  have  been  fanctioned  by  experience,  the  teft  of  truth.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman,  like  a  quack,  however,  is  defirous 
of  having  the  dofe  fwallowed,  whether  the  patient  has  any 
difeafe  or  not;  and,  like  a  true  empiric,  will  infill  upon  it  that 
his  pill  is  fpecific,  and  will  cure  patients  in  all  cafes,  and  under 
ail  circumftances.  The  fubject  is  too  ferious  to  be  ludicrous 
upon;  but  I  will  jail  ftate,  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man reminds  me  of  the  Mock  Doftor  in  Moliere's  farce.  I 
fuppofe  the  Speaker  has  either  feen  or  read  the  book,  and  will 
recollect,  that  a  man's  daughter  is  fuppofed  to  be  dumb,  and  he 
fends  for  a  phyfician  to  cure  her.  The  Doctor  comes,  and 
foon  rellores  the  girl  to  the  ufe  of  her  tongue,  which  {he  exer- 
cifes  fo  fluently,  that  the  father  offers  him  another  fee  to  make 
her  dumb  again ;  when  the  Doctor  replies,  "  he  can't  do  that, 
but  if  he  pleafes,  he'll  undertake  to  make  him  deaf? 

,  Lord  North,  dpril  1 8,  1785. 
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LIBERTY     OF     THE    SUBJECT. 

IVlY  Lords,  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  what,  I  think,  ought 
to  be  facred  to  every  Englifhman,  and  I  dare  anfwer  for  it,  will 
ever  be  to  your  Lordfhips.  But,  my  Lords,  though  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs  is  in  every  body's  mouth,  yet  J  am  afraid  there  is 
nothing  lefs  underflood  than  the  nature  of  that  liberty.  My 
Lords,  I  have  often  defired  an  opportunity  of  delivering  to 
your  Lordfhips  my  fentiments,  with  regard  to  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs ;  and  as  that  expreflion  has  been  mentioned  in  this 
debate,  I  think  I  cannot  have  a  fairer  opportunity,  of  doing  it 
than  the  prefent ;  but  1  hope  your  Lordfhips,  beforehand,  will 
acquit  me  of  any  affectation  to  appear  fmgular  upon  this  occa- 
fion.  I  do  aflure  you,  my  Lords,  I  mail  ipeak  my  fentiments, 
and  what  occurs  to  me  from  the  moft  mature  reflection  I  am 
able  to  make  upon  the  nature  of  ourConflitution  and  Govern- 
ment. 

The  liberty  of  the  prefs,  my  Lords,  is  by  moil  people,  I 
know,  taken  for  a  Jiberty  to  publim  every  indecency  of  any 
kind  againft  the  moft  refpedlable  perfoas  and  the  higheft  cha- 
racters; and  fo  flrongly  does  this  notion  prevail,  that  a  libeller 
is  no  fooner  profecuted,  than  a  cry  is  immediately  fet  Up,  that 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  endangered.  But,  my  Lords,  give 
me  leave  to  fay,  that  if  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  confifts  in  defa- 
mation) it  were  much  better  we  were  without  any  fuch  liberty. 
My  notion,  my  Lords,  is,  that  the  words,  The  Liberty  of  the 
Prefs,  are  improperly  ufed  to  exprefs  a  right,  which  is  peculiar 
to  the  prefs,  of  publifhing  to  the  world  any  defamatory  mat- 
ter to  the  prejudice  of  a  fuperior,  inferior,  or  equal.  My  Lord?, 
the  laws  and  conflitution  of  England  know  of  no  fuch  liberty  ; 
for  that  would  be  a  liberty  deftruckive  of  all  laws  and  all  con- 
ilitutions.  How  thefs  xvords  came  to  prevail  was,  my  Lordf, 

in 
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in  my  opinion,  in  this  manner  :  Before  the  art  of  printing  was 
known  in  Europe,  learning  was  confined  to  a  very  few ;  at 
that  time  the  tranfcribers  and  copiers  of  books  were  a  very  con- 
fiderable  body  of  men,  and  were  under  particular  regulations  by 
law.  When  printing  was  difcovered,  thefe  reftri&ions  fell  of 
courfe,  and  then  every  man  was  at  liberty  to  communicate,  at 
an  eafy  expence,  his  labours  and  thoughts  on  every  fubject  to 
the  whole  world.  This,  my  Lords,  was  found  fo  very  conve- 
nient, that  thence  arofe  the  words,  The  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. 
That  this  is  the  natural  original  of  thefe  words,  my  Lords, 
will  appear  from  confidering  the  nature  of  our  laws,  with  re- 
gard to  defamatory  libels,  before  printing  was  difcovered, 
compared  withAvhat  it  is  now.  My  Lords,  before  the  difco- 
very  of  printing,  very  ftrong  ftatutes  were  made  againft  defa- 
mation, which  very  ftatutes  are  ftill  in  force;  and  no  man,  my 
Lords,  will  fliew  me  any  one  ftafute  upon  this  head,  that  was  in 
force  before  the  difcovery  of  printing,  which  has  been  fince  re- 
pealed. From  this,  my  Lords,  I  think  it  evident,  that  by  the* 
expreflion,  I'be  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  can  never  be  tmderftood 
any  liberty  which  the  prefs  acquired,  and  which  was  unknown 
before  the  difcovery  of  printing.  This,  I  hope,  your  Lord- 
fliips  will  find  a  fair  and  a  juft  way  of  reafoning,  and,  indeed, 
the  only  way  in  which  we  can  reafon  on  this  fubje6h  If  any 
body,  my  Lords,  is  of  opinion  that  authors  acquired  any  new 
privileges  or  liberties  when  printing  was  difcovered,  he  ought 
to  prove,  my  Lords,  either  that  the  old  flatuteson  that  fubject 
were  repealed,  or  that  new  ones  were  made  in  its  favour,  which, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  no  man  can  do.  It  is'true,  my  Lords, 
that  in  fome  reigns  very  great  reftraints  have  been  laid  on  the 
prefs,  and  very  great  feverities  inflicted  on  authors  and 
printers  for  publishing  that  which  would  now  pafs  current. 
But  this  never  proves,  that  the  laws  relating  to  defamation 
were  bad  ones  ;  it  only  proves  that  they  were  abufed  by  power. 
I  am  very  fenfible,  my  Lords,  of  how  much  ufe  the  prefs  was 
at  the  time  of  the  revolution;  but  the  authors  who  wrote  at 

that 
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that  time  on  the  fide  of  Liberty,  advanced  nothing  that  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  Constitution;  they  were  warranted  by  law  for 
what  they  wrote,  and  they  had  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  on  their 
fide.  Befides,  my  Lords,  there  is  a  great  difference  betwixt  au 
author's  writing  on  a  fpeculative  fubject,  on  which  he  thinks 
he  has  fomething  to  communicate  that  may  be  of  ferviceto  the 
world,  and  an  author's  falling  foul  on  all  mankind  becaufe  they 
are  not  of  his  way  of  thinking.  The  authors  on  the  fide  of  the 
Revolution,  my  Lords,  communicated  their  fentiments  with 
the  greateft  deference  to  the  perlbns  and  characters  of  their  fu- 
periors,  unmixed  with  perfonal  calumnies,  or  virulent  reflec- 
tions. Therefore,  my  Lords,  it  is  a  groundlefs  reflection  and 
cry  againft  the  Government,  when  a  libeller  is  punifhed,  to 
compare  the  conduct  of  this  Government  to  that  before  the 
Revolution,  unlefs  thofe  gentlemen  can  prove,  to  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  a  Jury,  that  they  write  with  as  much  caution,  and  with 
as  much  decency,  as  the  writers  who,  in  the  reigns  of  King 
Charles  the  Second  and  King  James  the  Second,  wrote  on  the 
principles  of  Liberty. 

Having  faid  thus  much,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  help  taking  no- 
tice of  another  very  common  miftake,  with  regard  to  the  free*- 
dom  which  fome  gentlemen  think  themfelves  intitled  to,  in 
cenfuring  the  conduct  of  their  fuperiors.  My  Lords,  this  is  a 
freedom  unknown  to  our  Conflitution,  and  fubverfive  of  our 
ftatutes,  becaufe  a  great  part  of  our  laws  are  intended  for  the 
relief  of  any  perfon  who  is  injured  by  another.  Any  perfon, 
my  Lords,  who  is  injured  by  another,  were  this  laft  the  greateft 
fubjecl  in  the  kingdom,  has  the  Courts  of  Juftice  open  for  his 
relief,  and  he  has  a  Jury  who  will  do  him  juftice  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  then  the  law  is  fatisfied.  No  man, 
my  Lords,  is  at  liberty,  by  our  laws,  to  carry  his  refentment 
farther ;  becaufe,  if  he  carries  it  farther,  he  carries  it  beyond 
law.  From  this,  my  Lords,  it  is  plain,  that  whoever  attempts 
to. attack  any  man's  character,  by  writing  or  publifhing  defa- 
matory libels,  is  guilty  of  a  trefpafs,  and  can  plead  no  mitiga- 
tion 
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tion  of  his  crime,  either  from  the  nature  of  our  Constitution, 
or  the  tenor  of  our  laws.  My  Lords,  I  am  fenfible  this  doc- 
trine founds  odd  at  a  time  of  day  when  the  People,  under  the 
notion  of  liberty,  are  cuiite  intoxicated  with  a  fpirit  of  licen- 

tiouihefs. 

Lord  Chancellor ',  Feb.  5,  1739. 

I  think  it  my  duty,  Sir,  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  a  fs«r 
fa&s,  which  have  occurred  fmce  our  laft  meeting,  becaufe,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  (which  I  fhall  always  fubmit  to  this 
Houfe)  the  rights  of  all  the  commons  of  England  and  the  pri- 
vileges of  Parliament  have,  in  my  perfon,  been  highly  vio- 
lated; I  fhall  at  preient  content  my felf  with  barely  ftating  the 
facts,  and  leave  the  mode  of  proceeding  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
Houfe. 

On  the  3Oth  of  April,  in  the  morning,  I  was  made  a  pri- 
foner  in  my  own  houfe  by  fome  of  the  King's  meflengers.  I 
demanded  by  what  authority  they  had  forced  their  way  into 
my  room,  and  was  {hewn  a  warrant  in  which  no  perfon  was 
named  in  particular,  but  generally  the  authors,  printers,  and 
publishers,  of  a  feditious  and  treafonable  paper,  entitled,  The 
North  Britain,  No.  45.  The  meflengers  infifted  on  my  going 
before  Lord  Halifax,  which  I  abfolutely  refufed,  becaufe  the 
warrant  was,  I  thought,  illegal,  and  did  not  refpe<5t  me.  I  ap- 
plied, by  my  friends,  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  a 
habeas  corpus,  which  was  granted ;  but  as  the  office  was  net  then 
open,  it  could  not  immediately  iflue.  I  was  afterwards  car- 
ried, by  violence,  before  the  Earls  of  Egremont  and  Halifax, 
whom  I  informed  of  the  orders  given  by  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  habeas  corpus',  and  I  enlarged  upon  this  iubjeft  to 
Mr.  Webb,  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treafury.  I  was,  however, 
hurried  away  to  the  Tower  by  another  warrant,  which  declared 
me  the  author  and  publifher  of  a  moft  infamous  and  feditious 
libel,  entitled,  The  North  Britain,  No.  45.  The  word  trea- 
fonable was  dropt,  yet  I  was  detained  a  clofe  priibner,  and  no 
3  perfon 
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perfon  was  fuffered  to  come  near  me  for  almoft  three  days,  al- 
though my  council  and  feveral  of  my  friends  demanded  admit- 
tance, in  order  to  concert  the  means  of  recovering  my  liberty. 
My  houfe  was  plundered,  my  burceats  broke  open,  by  order  of 
two  of  your  members,  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Webb,  and  all  my 
papers  carried  away.  After  fix  days  imprifonment  I  was 
difcharged,  by  the  unanimous  judgement  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  That  the  privilege  of  ibis  Houfe  extended  to  my 
cafe.  Notwithstanding  this  folemn  decifion  of  one  of  the 
Courts  of  Juftice,  a  few  days  after  I  was  iervcd  with  zfubpcena 
upon  an  information  exhibited  againft  me  in  the  King's  Bench. 
I  loft  no  time  in  confulting  the  befl  books,  as  well  as  the 
greatest  living  authorities;  and  from  the  trueft  judgement  I 
could  form,  I  thought  that  the  ferving  me  with  a  Jubpcena  was 
another  violation  of  the  privilege  of  Par] lament,  which  I  will 
neither  defert  nor  betray,  and  therefore  I  have  not  yet  entered 
an  appearance. 

I  now  ftand  in  the  judgement  of  the  Houfe,  fubmitting, 
with  the  utmoft  deference,  the  whole  cafe  to  their  juflice  and 
vvifdom ;  and  beg  leave  to  add^  that  if,  after,  this  important 
bufmefs  has  in  its  full  extent  been  maturely  weighed,  vou  {hall 
be  of  opinion  that  I  am  entitled  to  privilege,  I  fhall  then  be 
not  only  ready,  but  eagerly  deiirous  to  wave  that  privilege,  and 
to  put  myfelf  upon  a  jury  of  my  countryman. 

Mr*  /niL-s,  Xov.  if,  1763. 

•  I  have  endeavoured  to  form  my  judgement  with  regard  to 
the  motion  for  expelling  an  honourable  member  (Mr.  Wilkes), 
which  was  not  unexpected,  upon  the  fulleft  and  moft  impar- 
tial confideration ;  .\nd  having  done  fo,  I  do  not  think  myfelf 
obliged  to  make  the  leaft  apology  whatfoever,  for  the  opinion 
which  I  fliall  deliver  upon  this  fubjecl. 

1  fhould,  indeed,  have  wifhed  that  I  could  with  propriety 
have  declined  delivering  my  fentiments  concerning  it,  becaufe 
J  am  thoroughly  fenfible,  that  whatever  my  opinion  fhall  be,  it 
will  be  -liable  to  great  mifconftructions  and  mifreprefenntions, 

VOL.  II.  N  bo:h 
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both  within  thefe  walls  and  without  doors.  If  I  give  my  vote 
for  the  motion  as  it  was  made  to  you,  it  will  be  faid  that  I  do  it 
from  a  cruel,  unrelenting  difpofition,  to  gratify  a  private  and 
perfonal  refentment  for  the  abufe  Mr.  Wilkes  lias  fo  liberally 
thrown  upon  me,  and  for  that  purpofe,  under  the  mafk  of  zeal 
for  the  caufe  of  God  and  the  King,  to  per  fevere  in  loading  an 
unhappy  man,  who,  it  has  been  faid  in  this  Hotife,  has  been 
already  too  much  opprefled  by  my  means,  or  at  leaft  with  my 
concurrence ;  or  it  would,  perhaps,  be  attributed,  ^efpecially 
after  the  temperate  conduct  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  hold 
during  this  feffion,  to  an  abject  flattery  to  power,  with  the 
mean  paltry  view  of  obtaining  Court  favour.  On  the  ethei 
hand,  if  I  give  my  vote  againit  the  expulfion  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  1 
(hall  be  charged  with  levity  and  inconfiftency,  with  changing 
my  opinions  as  it  may  beft  fuit  my  fituation,  either  in  or  out 
of  office,  with  adopting  new  principles  from  new  habitude; 
and  connections,  and  with  a  factious  defign  of  courting  popula- 
rity and  diftreffing  all  legal  government,  by  fupporting  and 
protecting  a  man,  whofe  behaviour  I  had  fo  repeatedly  and  fc 
heavily  cenfured.  If  I  knoVi*  my  own  failings,  revenge  and 
cruelty  are  among  the  vices  to  which  I  am  leaft  inclined;  and 
if  I  may  truft  to  the  reproaches  thrown  out  againft  me  by  m} 
enemies,  I  have  been  often  accufed  of obftinacy  and  inflexibility 
of  temper,  but  feldom  or  never,  I  think,  with  being  too  much 
difpofed  to  alter  my  opinion  according  to  the  will  of  others,  o: 
to  fail  along  the  tide  of  popular  prejudice.  I  fhould  flatte: 
myfelf  therefore,  that  the  charge  of  facrificing  principles  tc 
Court  favour  or  popular  applaufe  could  not  with  juftice  be  ap- 
plied to  me;  notwithftanding  which  I  will  again  fully  own, 
that  I  fhould  have  wifhed,  for  many  reafons,  not  to  have  been 
under  the  neceffity  of  deciding  upon  this  queftion,  either  one 
way  or  the  other ;  but  ns  it  has  been  propofed  to  you,  I  think 
it  would  be  a  bafe  and  unworthy  conduct  meanly  to  hide  my 
head,  or  to  run  away  from  the  difficulty.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  the  4uty  of  every  honeft  man,  if  he  is  convinced  that  the 

judgement 
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'  judgement  which  he  has  formed  is  a  regular  one,  to  declare  it 
publicly  in  his  place,  to  abide  by  it,  and  boldly  to  face  any  dif- 
ficulties which  may  encounter  it.  I  am  under  no  reftraint 
either  from  this  or  that  fide  of  the  Houfe;  I  know  and  feel  my 
own  independence  on  both ;  and  while  I  continue  here,  I  will 
exert  it;  and  upon  this  occafion  execute  an  office  greater  than 
any  which  the  wildeft  applaufe  of  the  multitude  can  give,  or 
than  the  King  himfelf  can  beftow,  greater  than  the  office  of 
firft  Commiffioner  of  the  Treafury,  or  either  of  the  Secreta- 
ries of  State.  The  honourable  and  noble  office  of  fpeaking  the 
truth,  and  of  doing  impartial  juflice,  I  will  not  palliate  this 
man's  offences,  or  try  to  move  your  compafiion ;  for  that 
would  be  to  appeal  to  your  weaknefs  againft  your  judgement, 
much  lefs  will  I  inveigh  againft  him  in  bitter  terms,  and  ftrive 
to  excite  your  indignation;  for  inftead  of  your  weaknefs,  I 
fhould  then  apply  to  your  wicked  paffions.  With  thefe  fenti- 
ments  I  ftiall  proceed  to  the  immediate  examination  of  the 
queftion  before  you.  And  in  the  firft  place,  I  cannot  agree 
with  thofe  who  have  urged  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Wilke?,  that  this 
motion  ought  not  to  be  complied  with,  becaufe  he  is  already 
the  moft  unhappy,  as  well  as  the  moft  opp relied  and  injured 
man  that  this  age  has  feen ;  he  is  indeed  unhappy,  becaufe  he  is 
guilty,  and  guilt  muft  ever  produce  unhappinefs;  but  in  other 
refpe&s,  confidering  his  repeated  offences,  he  has  certainly  been 
more  fortunate  than  his  moft  fanguine  wifhes  could  have  ex- 
peeled.  I  mean  not  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened to  him,  it  would  carry  me  too  far;  but  to  juftify  what 
I  have  faid,  let  me  alk  a  few  queftions.  When  he  wrote  that 
feditious  libel  againft  the  King  and  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
could  he  forefee  that  he  fhould  be  taken  up  by  a  general  war- 
rant, againft  the  declared  opinion  and  delire  of  the  two  Secreta- 
ries of  State,  who  repeatedly  propofed  to  have  his  name  in- 
ferted  in  the  warrant  of  apprehenfion,  but  were  over-ruled  by 
the  lawyers  and  clerks  of  the  office,  who  infifted  they  could 
r.ot  depart  from  the  1  ong-eftablifhed  precedents  and  courfe  of 
N  2  proceedings  ? 
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proceedings  ?  Could  Mr.  Wilkes  forefee,  that  after  anhnndrecl 
years  practice,  under  this  eye  of  the  greateft  lawyers,  before 
the  Supreme  Courts  of  Juftice,  without  being  ever  queftioned 
in  onefingle  inila-nce,  that  this  irregularity  and  illegality  would 
be  firft  found  out  in  this  cafe,  and  afterwards  adopted  by  the 
voice  and  clamour  of  the  people  upon  the  occafion  of  his.  ap- 
prehenflon  ?  Had  he  been  tried  and  convicled  without  this 
irregularity,  what  would  have  been  his  fituation,  and  where  his 
popularity  and  the  liberal  fupport  which  he  has  met  with  ? 
What  would  have  become  of  the  large  damages  which  he  has 
already  obtained  by  this  means,  or  the  immenfe  fums  which  he 
now  fues  for,  and  on  which  he  plans  his  laft  dependance? 
Are  thefe  the  proofs  that  he  has  been  the  moft  unfortunate,  or 
is  it  more  true  that  he  has  been  the  moft  opprefTed  and  in- 
jured man  this  age  has  feen  ?  Dr.  Shebbeare  was  taken  up  by 
a  general  xvarrarit  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  iath  of 
January,  1758,  conceived  word  for  word  in  the  fame  terms  for 
writing  the  fixth  letter  to  the  People  of  England  on  the  pro- 
grefs  of  national  ruin,  in  which  is  fhewn,  that  the  prefent 
grandeur  of  France  and  calamities  of  this  nation  are  owing  to 
the  influence  of  Hanover  on  the  Councils  of  England.  Under 
this  general  warrant  all  his  papers  were  feized  as  in  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Wilkes,  and  he  was  profecuted  for  this  offence  by  Mr. 
Pratt,  then  Attorney  General,  now  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great 
Britain.  He  was  tried  and  convicled  of  it  on  the  lythof 
May,  and  on  the -28th  of  November  following  he  was  fen- 
tenced  to  be  fined,  to  iland  in  the  pillory,  to  be  imprifoned  for 
three  years,  and  then  to  give  fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
'feven  years.  The  profecution  againft  Mr.  Wilkes  was  di- 
rected by  the  unanimous  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament^ 
He  was  tried  and  convicted  by  a  favourable  Tl>-r}r>  for  a  libel 
certainly  not  lefs  feditious  or  criminal  than  Dr.  ShebbeareV 
He  was  fentenced  to  be  fined  five  hundred  pounds,  and  to  be 
imprifoned  for  one  year  inftead  of  three  years,  to  give  fecurity 
for  his  good  behaviour  for  feven  years,  and  the  ignominious 

part 
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part  of  the  punit'hment  was  wholly  remitted.  He  was  tried 
and  convicted  likewife  for  being  the  author  and  publifher  of 
the  three  obfcene  and  impious  libels,  upon  a  profecution  di- 
rected in  conlequence  of  an  addrefs  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
for  which  he  received  exactly  the  fame  fentence  as  for  the  for- 
mer ofrence,  including  the  two  months  imprifonment,  which 
he  had  fuffered  before  judgement  was  given.  Was  he  for  either 
of  thofe  offences,  or  indeed  for  all  of  them  taken  together,  fo  fe- 
verely  dealt  with  as  Dr.  Shebbeare  for  one  alone  ?  I  4o  not 
go  any  farther  back,  though  a  multitude  of  fimilar  inftances, 
and  fome  were  more  fevcre  than  that  of  Dr.  Shebbeare,  might 
be  produced  within  thefe  laft  forty  or  fifty  years.  What  I 
have  already  mentioned  feems  to  me  fully  fufficient  to  (hew, 
that  Mr.  Wilkes  is  not  intitlfcd  to  any  extraordinary  favour  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  from  the  plea  of  his  having  been  the  object 
of  extraordinary  feverity  during  the  courfe  of  the  former  pro- 
ceedings. But  though  not  to  favour,  yet  he  is  moft  certainly 
entitled  to  that  juftice  which  is  due  to  every  man,  and  which 
we  ought  to  be  more  particularly  careful  to  preferve,  in  an  in- 
ftance  where  paflion  and  prejudice  may  both  concur  in  the 
violation  of  it.  There  are  principles  which  no  one  will  diipute 
with  me,  and  in  conference  of  them,  after  having  thoroughly 
confidered  the  charge  contained  in  your  quefticn,  and  the  ar- 
guments urged  in  fupport  of  it,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  I 
ought  not  to  give  my  affent  to  the  proportion  which  has  been, 
made  to  you ;  becaufe  if  I  did,  I  ihould  thereby  commit  a  ca- 
pital injuftice.  I  am  fenfible  that  the  expreflion  is  a  ftrong  one, 
and  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  fhew  my  reafons  for  ap- 
plying it  to  the  motion  now  under  your  confideration,  which 
I  fhall  endeavour  to  do  as  fully  and  as  fatisfactqrily  as  I  am 
able. 

I  perfectly  agree  with  the  gentleman  who  has  told  you,  that 
this  Houfe  has  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  that  they  have  exercifed  that  right  in  a  great  variety 
of  inliances,  in  which  they  have  tried;  cenfured,  and  cxpelle4 
N  them, 
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them,  according  to  the  eftablifhed  courfe  of  our  proceedings 
and  the  law  of  Parliament,  which  is  part  of  the  law  of  the 
kingdom.  Let  us  examine  the  proportion  now  before  you  by 
this  rule,  and  we  ihall  then  be  able  to  judge,  whether  it  is  con- 
formable to  the  ufage  and  law  of  Parliament,  to  the  practice  of 
any  other  court  of  juftice  in  the  kingdom,  or  to  the  unalterable 
principles  of  natural  equity;  or  whether  it  is  a  new  and  dan~ 
gerous  mode  of  proceeding,  unfupported  by  any  precedent  or 
example  in  the  journals  of  Parliament,  or  the  records  of  any 
other  court,  calculated  merely  to  ferve  a  prefent  purpofe,  and 
as  fuch,  well  deferving  the  term  which  I  gave  to  it  of  a  capital 
injustice.  The  charge  contained  in  this  motion  contended  is 
fufficient  fmgly  to  juflify  the  conclusion  drawn  from  them  all 
put  together,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  ought  to  be  expelled.  Upon 
this  complicated  charge,  the  Houfe  is  now  called  upon  to  give 
a  judgement  for  or  againft  the  queftion.  It  is  a  well-known 
and  undeniable  rule  in  this  Houfe,  founded  in  common  fenfe, 
that,  whenever  a  queftion,  even  of  the  moft  trivial  nature,  is 
complicated,  and  contains  different  branches,  every  individual 
member  has  an  indubitable  right  to  have  the  queftion  fepe- 
rated,  that  he  may  not  be  obliged  to  approve  or  difapprove  in 
the  lump,  but  that  every  part  of  the  proportion  mould  ftand 
or  fall  abftradtedly  upon  its  own  merits.  I  need  not  mew  the 
propriety  and  the  abfolute  neceflity  for  this ;  it  is  fo  felf  evident, 
that  every  argument  I  could  urge  in  fupport  of  it  would  only 
•weaken  it.  And  furely  it  holds  good  in  all  cafes  where  we  act 
only'  in  a  deliberative  capacity,  it  will  not  be  contended  that  it 
is  lefs  true,  or  lefs  neceffary,  when  we  are  to  cenfure  and  to 
punifh,  and  to  affect  not  only  the  rights  of  our  own  member, 
but  the  franchifes  of  thofe  who  fent  him  hither  as  their  repre- 
fentative;  I  may  fafely  challenge  the  gentlemen,  the  molt 
knowing  in  the  journals  of  this  Houfe,  to  produce  a  fmgle  pre- 
cedent of  a  fimilar  nature.  And  if  none  fhall  be  produced,  as 
I  am  convinced  there  cannot,  am  I  not  founded  in  faying  that 
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this  is  a  new  attempt,  uafupported  by  law  and  ufage  of  Parlia- 
ment ? 

Mr.  Grcnville,  Feb.  3,  1769. 

In  moving  the  commitment  of  a  printer,  the  Houfe  is  atr 
tempting  to  ufurp  an  authority,  which,  in  my  opinion,  they 
have  no  right  to  do.  According  to  my  ideas  of  the  law,  this 
proceeding  of  theirs  is  directly  oppofite  to  Magna  Charta. 
The  firft  of  this  Houfe  affuming  this  authority  was  in  the 
reign  of  that  defpot,  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  had  a  complaifant 
Parliament  that  would  punifh  any  perfon  fhe  took  a  difiike  to. 
The  next  attempt  was  made  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles,  and 
I  imagine  the  Houfe  wc^uld  be  forry  to  hear  precedents^uoted 
from  his  reign.  The  moil  fanguine  for  the  powe,r  of  the  Houfe 
will  not  allow  it  .can  go  farther  than  imprifoning  the  offender 
for  the  remainder  of  the  fefTion.  Printers  will  not  mind  im- 
prifonment  for  three  or  four  months,  as  it  will  pofiibly  be  the 
.  making  of  them,  for  the  public  will  fupport  them,  not  as*  li- 
bellers, but  men  who  have  beenfalfely  imprifoned.  The  Houfe 
has  no  right  to  form  themfelves  into  a  Court  of  Criminal  Jur- 
dicature ;  there  is  fcarcely  a  perfon  among  them  but  is  pre*- 
judiced  in  favour  of  what  they  are  contending  for  (the  privi- 
lege of  the  Houfe),  and  therefore  are  not  fit  perfons  to  be 
•Judge  and  Jury  in  their  own  caufe.  If  this  caufe  was  to  come 
into  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  and  any  of  the  members  were 
to  be  on  the  Jury,  the  printer  would  have  a  juft  right  to  ftrike 
them  off  as  prejudiced  perfons:  by  punilhing  the  printer  they 
.will  increafe  the  number  of  libels ;  for  during  the  eight  months 
the  Parliament  does  not  fit,  and  as  it  appears  the  Courts  of 
Law  have  no  right  to  interfere,  the  prefs  would  teem  with  the 
moil  fcurrilous  abufe,  knowing  they  cannot  be  hurt;  they 
.would  then  have  fome  reafon  to  reflrain  the  liberty  of  it,  which,, 
£  imagine,  is  what  is  aimed  at. 

Mr.  Sawbridge)  March  4,  1772. 

N4  It 
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It  is  a  fundamental  maxim,  that  when  any  law  is  propofed, 
which  indicates  more  good  than  evil  to  a* State,  fuch  law  ought 
to  be  received.  The  unconftitutional  effecls,  the  oppreffion, 
and  inefficacy  of  the  prefent  mode  of  levying  men  for  the 
navy  by  an  imprefs,  are  but  too  fenfibly  felt  by  the  whole  na- 
tion. A  valuable  fea  officer  (Governor  Johnftone),  who  is  a 
diftinguiftied  ornament  to  this  Legiilature,  and  whofe  private 
and  public  character  do  real  honour  to  human  nature,  having 
formerly  treated  of  the  practice  of  impreffing,  fays,  "  It  dif- 
graces  Government,  (hocks  the  fpirit  of  our  Conftitution,  and 
violates  the  laws  of  humanity ;  therefore  every  plan  to  obviate 
the  evil  has  a  claim  to  a  political  hearing  and  candid  difcufiion.'* 
That  worthy  member's  remarks  muft,  I  am  fure,  ftrike  every 
body,  who  duly  confiders  them  as  juft  and  forcible.  Is  it  not 
an  abominable  fight,  in  a  free  country  like  ours,  to  have  a  num- 
ber of  failors,  with  fire  arms  and  cutlafles,  frequently  in  the 
dead  of  night,  fometimes  intoxicated  with  liquor,  making  their 
way  into  the  habitation  of  peaceable  people,  dragging  a  fober, 
unoffending  fubjecl:  from  his  home,  and  fettled  means  of  live- 
lihood, to  convey  him  om  board  an  imprefs  tender,  from 
thence  to  a  guard  {hip,  imprifoned  amidft  the  moral  and  phyfi- 
cal  contagion  of  a  mifcellaneous,  kidnapped  crew,  to  be  driven 
acrofs  the  feas,  no  mortal  can  tell  him  where,  nor  for  how  Idng 
a  time;  and  what  is  ftill  worfe,  feized  by  furprife,  not  fuffered 
to  bid  a  kind  farewel  to  his  wife  and  family,  nor  have  thought 
of  their  future  fubfiilence,  when  deprived  of  his  cafe;  t6 
adopt  a  new  way  of  life,  perhaps  that  to  which  his  limbs  and 
faculties  are  the  worft  calculated  and  fafhioned  by  his  Creator  ? 
And,  Sir,  is  it  not  a  ferious  matter  of  reproach  tp  this  wife, 
this  liberal  nation,  never  yet  to  have  provided  a  remedy  for 
iuch  dreadful  and  extenfive  fufferings  ?  What  tumults,  fears, 
and  confufion,  arife  in  every  eity,  town,  and  country,  within 
ten  or  twelve  miles  of  a  prefs-gang?  And  what  nurnherlefs 
inconveniencies  to  all  conditions  of  perfons  throughout  Great 
Britain!  In  1770  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  reprefented 
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to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  that  the  city  of  London  was  fo  in- 
fefted  with  prefs-gangs,  that  tradefmen  and  fervants  were  pre- 
vented from  following  their  lawful  bufmefs.  A  gentleman  in 
Yorkihire,  of  worth  and  veracity,  (who  was  formerly  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Houfe),  fends  me  word,  that  fuch  is  at  this  time  the 
general  apprehenfion  in  that  part  of  England  from  a  prefs- 
gang  at  Tadcr.fter,  that  the  labourers  on  his  eftate  are  difperfed 
abroad  like  a  covey  of  partridges;  neither  could  half  of  them 
be  brought  back  to  their  work,  till  the  fteward  had  given  them 
tuTurance  of  his  matter's  protection;  ftill  it  feems  they  are 
if  raid  to  return  to  their  own  homes  at  night,  and  therefore 
confta  ruy  beg  leave  to  fleep  upon  ftraw  in  the  ftables  and  out- 
houfes  of  the  landlord.  In  the  Weft  of  England  the  public 
are  now  fo  prejudiced  by  prefs-gangs,  that  I  have  read  a  letter 
froin  kxeter,  dated  February  29,  which  obferves,  that  there 
had  been  no  iifli  in  their  town  for  upwards  of  a  fortnight— 
a  circurnftancc  fcarcely  known  within  the  memory  of  man; 
and  another  correfpondent  of  mine  paints  the  miferies  of  the 
neighbouring  coafis  in  as  ftiong  colours  as  if  there  were  fa- 
mine, peililence,  or  fome  other  awful  and  almoft  preternatural 
vifitation  of  Providence:  markets  deferted,  the  price  of  the 
moft  urgent  neceflaries  of  life  thereby  greatly  enhanced,  and 
numbers  of  families  among  the  inferior  clafles  of  mankind  from 
the  iniecurity  of  the  mafters  of  thofe  families,  by  whole  toil 
and  indufrry  they  had  long  been  maintained  in  comfort,  re- 
duced at  once  to  the  verge  of  poverty  and  wretchednefs  1  Hov,r 
{hamefully  has  this  unconftitutional  licenfe  of  the  imprefs  been 
abufedin  the  town  of  Lancafter,  where  men,  the  moft  unfit  in 
every  refpetSt  for  the  fea  fervice,  were  kidnapped,  collared  with 
iron,  and  manatled  with  cords  or  fetters,  fent  up  to  London  in 
the  b-.  fleet  of  a  ftage  coach,  as  I  underftand,  under  command 
of  a  ferjeant  of  militia,  in  violation  of  the  moft  facred  laws  of 
your  Conftitution;  with  an  heavy  local expence,  and  to  no  bet- 
ter end  than  to  have  them  at  length  put  up  at  large,  as  totally 
of  the  errand  they  fet  out  upon  !  The  animofities 
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within  this  very  metropolis  of  your  empire,  on  the  fubjeft  of 
impreffing  men  for  the  navy,  and  the  lawfuits  depending 
thereon  in  the  Courts  of  Weftminfter  Hall,  mull  occafion,  as 
well  to  Government  as  to  People  in  general,  much  embarrafs- 
ment  and  apprehenfion.  In  feveral  of  the  ports  along  the 
North-eaft  coaft  of  England,  you  have  actually  fubfifting  a 
dangerous  connection  among  large  bodies  of  fea-faring  people, 
occafioned  by  many  lawlels  proceedings  of  the  prefs-gangs ; 
and  every  day's  pofl  brings  feme  new  detail  of  innocent  lives 
loft,  or  limbs  broken  in  that  quarter.  Sir,  there  have  been 
lately  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  prefled,  with- 
out diilin&ion,  in  or  about  Bethnal  Green  and  Spitalfields ;  of 
which  between  feventy  and  eighty,  after  fufFering  every  hard- 
ihip,  and  leaving  their  families  diftrefled  at  home,  obtained  a 
difcharge,  as  of  no  ufe  to  the  fervice.  Having  already  curfo- 
rily  touched  on  fome  of  the  calamities  and  unconftitutional 
outrages  affe&ing  thefe  manufacturers,  mechanics,  and  hufband- 
men,  who  never  exercifed,  nor  had  in  contemplation,  the  trade 
of  a  feaman,  I  muft  take  a  fhort  view  of  your  cruelty  towards 
mariners  by  profeffion.  They  are  not  only  liable  to  the  fame 
inhuman  violence  and  furprife  with  landfmen,  but  when  feized 
on  board  trading  veffels  for  the  purpofe  of  ferving  His  Ma- 
jefty,  are  often  impofed  upon  by  fraudulent  bills,  on  ac- 
count of  wages  due  to  them  for  pad  hire  in  the  trader's  em- 
ploy. The  lives  of  many  brave  officers  and  their  followers 
•have  been  facrificed,  or  they  have  come  off  cruelly  maimed  by 
this  invidious  part  of  their  duty.  A  multitude  of  feamen 
have  been  drowned  by  attempting  to  fwim  afhore  from  their 
fliips,  or  have  been  fhot  by  the  centinels  while  they  endea- 
voured to  efcape'  under  cover  of  midnight  darknefs ;  being 
driven  to  phrenzy  and  defpair,  for  want  eve.n  of  a  fhadow  of 
hope,  that  they  might  one  day  or  other  be  entitled  to  a  legal 
fdifcharge. 

Honourable  'Temple  Luttrell,  March  n,  1777. 
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I  am  really  aftonifhed  that  the  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Wed- 
cerburne)  is  not  a/named  to  avow  the  realbn  he  has  affigned, 
for  the  concealment  he  has  ufed,  and  reducing  the  Houfe  to  act 
as  fo  many  midnight  confpirators,  who,  under  the  colour  of 
devifing  meafures  for  public  prefervation  and  national  fafety> 
has  every  appearance  of  plotting,  in  the  dark  at  midnight,  its 
deftruction,  coming  like  fo  many  hired  ruffians,  with  weapons 
concealed  under  their  cloaks,  to  bury  their  poniards  in  its  very 
bowels. 

Such  an  act  as  that  for  impreffing  men  into  His  Majefty's 
fervice  might  be  very  neceflary,  but  I  have  many  reafons  to 
believe  not  to  the  extent  moved  for;  but  why  bring  it  forward 
at  this  dark  and  Jilent  hour?  When  the  clock  has  ftruck 
twelve,  and  moft  of  the  members  retired  home  to  their  beds  ? 
Why,  in  God's  narne3  not  propofe  it  early  in  the  day,  in  a  full 
Houfe? 

The  reafon  afiigned  for  this  affaffinate  mode  of  conducing 
public  bufmefs  is,  to  the  laft  degree,  unfounded  and  diflatisfac- 
tory,  "  left  the  public  mould  be  apprized  of  it."  Has  not  the 
learned  gentleman  already  told  us,  that  the  bill  is  to  act  re- 
trofpectively  ?  That  it  is  to  commence  on  that  melancholy, 
\  fear,  fatal  day,  on  which  the  Spanifh  Minifter  delivered  the 
Manifefto  now  on  your  table  ?  Has  he  not  farther  informed 
us,  that  the  Miniftry  have  not.  been  unmindful  of  their  duty, 
for  that  they  have  exceeded  all  their  former  attacks  on  the  con- 
ftitution  of  their  country  ?  They  have  trampled  on  the  laws, 
and  have  found  an  advocate  to  defend  their  conduct,  in  the 
perfon  of  the  learned  gentleman  who  has  moved  this  extraor- 
dinary bill,  in.  this  very  extraordinary  manner.  Is  then  the 
learned  gentleman's  love  of  his  country  not  fatisiied  with  the 
injuries  inflicted  on  ihe  moft  deierving  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, by  robbing  them  of  that  protection  which  the  laws  have 
given  to  them,  and  by  breaking  the  national  faith,  which  is  the 
great  pledge  and  fecurity  to  every  Engliihman  for  their  due 
jperformance  ?  Would  the  learned  gentleman  not  lei  one  fa- 
ther, 
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ther,  one  hufband,  one  brother,  or  one  child  efcape,  in  this 
general  fcene  of  oppreffion  and  injuftice  !  Methinks  I  hear  the 
heart-felt  flirieks  of  the  milerabk  wife  this  inflant  piercing 
my  ears,  and  entreating,  in  accents  of  rage  and  defpair,  the 
midnight  ruffian  not  to  drag  from  her  fide  her  tender  and  affec- 
tionate hufband,  the  father  of  her  children,  and  her  only  fup- 
port.!  I  think  I  hear  the  aged  and  helplefs  parent  in  accents 
of  finking  woe,  miiery,  and  diilrefs,  bewailing  the  lofs  of  his 
dutiful  and  beloved  fon  !  I  confefs  I  am  filled  with  horror  at 
the  various  ills  and  miferies  this  inflant  inflicting  in  every  part 
of  thefe  kingdoms,  contrary  to  every  principle  of  law,  juflice, 
and  humanity  :  but  the  learned  gentleman  has  a  flomach  for 
all  this,  and  much  more;  for  he  fays,  he  has  flood  up  at  this 
midnight  hour  to  propofe  a  law,  which,  if  propofed  in  open 
day,  in  a  full  houfe,  might,  perhaps,  have  this  one  confequence, 
that  of  procuring,  for  the  perfons  to  be  affected  by  it,  that  per- 
fonal  fecurity,  by  flight  and  concealment,  which  the  laws  of 
their  country,  and  the  affurance  of  public  faith  always  fup- 
pofed  to  accompany  them,  have  been  inadequate  to. 

Sir  George  Saville,  June  23,  1779. 

Great  abilities  and  greater  induflry  have  been  exerted  in  the 
vain  endeavour  of  maintaining,  that  affociations,  committees 
of  correfpondence,  delegations,  and  petitions  to  this  Houfe 
ilgned  with  more  than  twenty  names,  are  contrary  to  law  and 
the  conflitution,  I  am  forry  to  fee  talents  and  induflry  em- 
ployed fo  idly;  but,  indeed,  it  requires  both  to  give  any  thing 
like  a  colour  to  fuch  a  doctrine.  After  what  has  been  fo  ably 
advanced  by  gentlemen  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Houfe  with 
myfelfj  it  will  not  be  neceffary  to  enter  into  a  tedious  repeti- 
tion of  the  queflion  of  law.  It  is  a  clear  fundamental  point  in 
the  conflitution  of  this  country,  that  the  People  have  a  right 
to  petition  their  reprefentatives  in  Parliament,  and  it  is  by  no 
means  true,  that  the  number  of  names  figned  to  any  fuch  pe- 
tition is  limited.  The  a&  which  paffed  in  the  reign  of  Charles 
3  ths 
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the  Second,  prohibiting,  under  the  penalties  therein  mentioned, 
any  petition  to  he  prefented  to  the  King,  or  to  either  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  if  figrred  by  more  than  twenty  perfons,  for  alter- 
ing the  religion  or  the  laws,  was  completely  repealed  by  that 
article  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  which  declares,  "  If  this  article 
meant  any  thing,  it  meant  to  reftore  to  the  People  that  great 
privilege  which  the  act  of  Charles  was  calculated  to  abridge,  if 
not  to  take  away."  The  Houfe,  in  deliberating  on  this  point, 
ought  to  refer  to  the  caufe  -of  that  declaratory  article.  The 
abridgement  of  the  privilege  of  the  fubjesft,  by  the  act  of 
Charles,  gave  rife  to  the  demand  on  behalf  of  the  People,  and 
the  declaration  on  that  of  the  Crown ;  in  confequence  of  which 
the  privilege  was  reftored,  and  the  right  eflablifhed  again  in  all 
its  force.  To  argue  that  the  a£t  of  Charles  is  now  in  force, 
would  be  as  puerile  and  abfurd  as  to  contend  that  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown  fKll  remains  in  its  full  extent,  notwith- 
(landing  the  declarations  in  the  Bill  of  Rights.  The  fame  ar- 
gument goes  in  favour  of  the  prerogative  that  was  alledged  in 
favour  of  the  act  of  Charles.  If  then  it  is  true  that  the  People 
of  this  country  have  a  right  to  petition  the  Legiflature,  they 
have  a  right  to  affemble  together  for  that  purpofe,  and  \vhile 
their  meeting  is  fcber,  peaceable,  and  orderly,  it  is  ftridlly 
legal.  But  it  is  faid,  that  aiTociations  are  unconstitutional,  and 
committees  of  correfpondence  and  delegations ;  arguments  are 
drawn  from  the  Scottish  hiftory  to  prove  that  they  are  dan- 
gerous, and  from  the  hiftory  of  France  to  prove  that  they  are 
unconstitutional.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
(Mr.  Wedderburne)  who  has  taken  this  method  of  fupporting 
the  propofition,  has  betrayed  its  poverty;  he  muft,  indeed,  be 
preiled  for  arguments,  when  he  has  recourfe  to  the  examples  of 
countries,  which  are  either  involved  in  defpotifm,  or  torn  by 
diforder,  for  the  proof  that  is  required.  In  this  kingdom  it  is 
the  pride  and  happinefs  of  the  People  that  the  laws  coniider 
the  intention,  and  the  guilt  or  the  innocence  of  an  aclion  de- 
pend on  the  que  anime  with  which  it  is  committed.  Aflbci- 

ations, 
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stions,  committees  of  correfpondence,  and  delegations,  are  nst 
criminal,  merely  hecaufe  they  were  fuch ;  bat  their  illegality 
is  deduced  from  the  intention  with  which  they  were  formed, 
and  the  defign  which  they  have  to  purfue.  There  are  many 
aflbciations  in  this  country  patronifed  even  by  the  Crown,  and 
recognifed  by  the  Legiflature.  Aflbciations  for  the  purpofes 
of  commerce,  of  benevolence,  or  of  fcience;  there  is  nothing 
terrible  in  the  name,  nor  would  they  either  be  a  bit  better,  or  a 
bit  worfe,  if  they  were  to  aflume  any  other  namey  and  caU 
themfelves  companies,  congregations,  bodies,  aflemblies,  or 
even  congrefTes ;  every  thing  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  in- 
ilitution.  If  an  aflbciation  is  formed  for  the  purpole  of  cur- 
tailing the  Legiflattire,  of  deftroying  one  of  the  three  con- 
fHtuent  branches,  of  dethroning  the  King,  of  refifting  the 
execution  of  the  laws,  of  altering  the  eftablifhed  religion  of 
the  country,  or,  in  fhort,  of  committing  any  violence  con- 
trary to  the  Conftitution,  and  fubverlive  of  order,  govern- 
ment, and  domeftic  peace,  it  is  certainly  illegal  and  highly  cri- 
minal; it  is  an  aflbciation  which  ought  to  be  refifled  by  the 
civil  authority,  and  fupprefled  by  the  intervention  of  the 
laws ;  againft  fuch  an  aflbciation  the  laws  had  fufBciently 
armed  the  executive  power,  and  Minifters  would  be  traitors  if 
they  fuffered,  either  by  wilful  treachery  or  blind  negligence, 
fuch  an  aflbciation  fofar  to  grow  and  ftrengthen  itfelf,  as  to  be 
able  to  furround  the  Parliament,  and  with  arms  and  military 
array,  over-awe  their  proceedings,  and  force  them  to  what  they 
pleafed  ;  but  an  aflbciation  even  of  this  nature  would  be  legal 
in  certain  circumftances;  if  even  a  period  mould  arrive,  when 
the  three  branches  of  the  Legiflature,  the  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  fhould  by  an  unconftitutional  coalition  meet  in  one 
mafs,  and  fail  to  have  diftincl  opinions  and  diftinct  indepen- 
dence ;  if  the  Commons,  forgetting  their  origin  and  their  duty, 
mould  become  the  flaves  of  either,  or  of  both  the  other 
powers,  then  it  would  be  no  longer  illegal  for  the  commonalty 
'•'of  Britain  to  refume  their  juft  lhare  in  the  Lagiflature,  and 

the 


BRITISH      SENATE.  189 

the  means  by  which  they  accompli flied  this,  whether  it  was  by 
allbciations,  by  remonftrances,  or  by  force,  would  be  not  only 
right,  but  laudable ;  it  would  be  an  honourable  imitation  of  the 
conduct  of  their  anceftors,  by  which  their  conftitution  has  been 
wrefted  from  the  rapacity  and  from  the  violence  of  preroga- 
tive; injhort,  affectations  are  always  to  be  jujlified  or  condemned 
by  their  intention. 

Mr.  Dunning^  May  8,  1781. 

Nothing  is  more  delufive  than  meafuriug  time  by  a  fucceflion 
of  ideas;  the  miferable  and  the  happy  have  very  different  ideas 
of  time;  what  are  but  minutes  to  the  latter,  are  hours,  days, 
and  months,  to  the  former:  fo  the  poor  captive  thinks  his 
confinement  much  longer  than  he  does  who  puts  him  in  prifon. 
With  refpect  to  the  predilection  and  affection  the  Spaniaids 
are  faid  to  poffefs  for  our  failors,  now  their  prifoners,  it  is  but 
a  poor  comfort  to  a  Briti/h  feaman  lying  in  a  Spanifh.  jail,  to 
be  told,  that  his  enemy  has  a  predilection  for  him,  while  he 
feels  the  neglect  and  contempt  of  his  country,  who  makes  not 
the'leaft  effort  to  reflore  him  to  his  liberty.  It  is  not  the  hu- 
manity of  an  enemy  that  a  Britifh  failor  ought  to  rely  on;  it 
is  the  benignity  of  Great  Britain  that  he  fhould  look  up  to. 

By  the  difgraceful  practice  of  war,  the  unhappy  feamen 
were  by  the  imprefs  dragged  on  fhipboard,  contrary  to  all  their 
prayers  and  remonftrances ;  yet  they  generoufly  forgive  the 
injury,  and  fight  the  battles  of  their  country.  In  return  for 
this,  when  they  fall  into  foreign  captivity,  they  are  neglected 
and  forgotten;  are  left  to  perifli  in  a  fultry  climate;  it  is  even 
deemed  factious  to  inquire  after  them ;  in  a  word,  they  find  in 
the  Admiralty  only  an  iron  hand  to  opprefs,  but  no  compaffion, 
no  fpirit,  to  protect  them. 

Auguftus,  the  Roman  Emperor,  was  fo  affected  with  the  lofs 
•of  his  legions,  that  he  even  invoked  the  manes  of  their  dead 
•General  to  reftore  them  back  to  hjjift :  Varre^  redde  nobis  nautas  I 
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S h !  Give  us  back  our  feamen,  our  fhips,  our  troops,  our 

wealth,  loft  by  thy  curfed  treafons ! 

O,  thou  Earl  of  ^Sandwich,  who  was  born  to  be  the  curfe  of 
thy  country,  who  liveft  only  to  accumulate  di  (honour  on  her 
head,  to  deftroy  her  boafted  navy  !  Reftore,  reftore  to  us  thofe 
brave  men  who  are  thrown  into  chains  by  thy  negligence,  and 
who  remain  in  them  by  thy  fcandalous  inhumanity  ! 

Mr.  Burke,  June  I,  1781. 


A 


A  SHALL  grant,  Sir,  that  generally  fpeaking,  peace  is  bet- 
ter than  war ;  but  it  is  not  always  fo:  a  difhonourable  peace  b 
worfe  than  a  deftructive  war;  it  is  better  for  a  nation,  as  we!] 
as  a  private  man,  to  ceafe  to  be,  than  to  fub.fi ft  in  the  wretched 
(late  of  fufFering  continual  infults  and  indignities;  and  if, 
under  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  we  have  loft  a  great  part  of 
the  character  we  gained  in  former  times ;  if  our  neighbours 
have  begun  to  think  that  we  will  bear  with  any  infraction  of 
treaties  rathei  than  engage  in  a  war,  which  I  hope  is  not  the 
cafe,  we  may  cajole  and  flatter  ourfelves  with  obtaining  re- 
drefs  by  peaceful  negotiations  and  treaties;  but  while  our 
neighbours  entertain  fuch  a  notion  of  us,  I  am  fully  convinced 
it  will  be  impoflible.  If  our  enemies  are  not  yet  fully  pre- 
pared to  ruin  us,  if  they  think  they  may  fooh  have  a  b-tt^r 
opportunity  than  the  prefent  for  giving  us  force  finifhiug 
blow,  they  may  for  fome  time  amufe  us  with  negotiations  or 
congreifes,  they  may  even  vouchfafe  to  grant  us  a  convention 
or  a- treaty;  but  thefe  will  appear  at  laft  to  be  nothing  but 
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expedients,  artfully  contrived  by  them,  and  foolifhly  or 
treacherouily  fubmitted  to  by  us,  for  making  our  ruin  the 
more  complete  and  the  more  inevitable.  During  thefe  very 
negotiations,  and  notwithftanding  the  treaties  they  may 
vouchfafe  to  grant  us,  being  convinced  they  may  do 
it  with  ingenuity,  they  will  continue  to  put  the  fame  in- 
dignities upon  us,  till  we  are  reduced  fo  low  by  our  fuffer- 
ings,  that  like  a  man  who  has  too  long  neglefted  a  wafting 
diflemper,  we  mall  not  have  fufficient  flrength  left  for 
making  ufe  of  that  remedy,  which,  if  it  had  been  applied 
in  time,  would  have  produced  a  certain  cure. 

Sir  John  Barnard,  Jan.  28,    1738. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  with  regard  to  the  pru- 
dential confideration  of  our  agreeing  to  the  prefent  mo- 
tion ;  but  give  me  leave  to  obferve,  Sir,  that  the  character 
of  a  nation  is  very  different  from  that  of  a  private  man  ;  a 
private  man  that  has  once  eflablifhed  a  reputation  for  wifdom 
and  courage,  may  eafily,  and  generally  does,  preferve  that 
reputation  as  long  as  he  lives  i  but  whatever  reputation  a 
flate  or  kingdom  may  acquire  at  any  one  time,  is  fo  far 
from  continuing  as  long  as  that  flate  or  kingdom  fubiiils, 
that  on  the  contrary,  the  reputation  acquired  under  one 
King,  or  one  Adminiitratian,  always  expires  as  foon  as  that 
King  or  Admimifration  expires ;  and  the  fucceffbrs  mud 
.always  begin  afrefh  to  acquire  and  eftablifh  a  character 
for  the  nation  under  their  Adminiflration.  A  nation  may 
acquire  the  higheft  character,  the  greatefl  efteem,  under 
.one  reign  or  Adminiflration,  and  yet  fink  into  the  loweil 
contempt  under  the  very  next.  This  was  the  cafe  of  this 
nation  in  the  reigns  of  Edward  I.  and  Edward  II.  in  the 
reigns  of  Edward  III.  and  Richard  II.  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  V.  and  Henry  VI.  and  in  the  reigns  of  our  wife 
Queen  Elizabeth  and  her  fuccefibr  James  I. 

$ir  John  Barnard,  Fib.  j6,   1738. 
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We  have  now,  Sir,  entered  into  a  debate  about  a  mcafure, 
the  event  of  which  muft,  in  fome  degree,  influence  pofterity 
in  the  judgement  that  they  lhall  form  of  the  vvifdom  of 
the  Britim  Government  during  His  prefent  Majefty's 
reign.  The  wrongs  we  have  received  from  Spain  have  been 
great,  and  the  prefent  age  ex'pe&s,  that  the  fatisfac- 
tion  we  are  to  receive,  or  the  revenge  we  are  t<?  take 
for  thefe  wrongs,  will  be  great  ajfo.  Future  ages,  Sir, 
In  cafe  the  prefent  is  difappointed  -in  this  expectation, 
will  look  upon  us  as  a  difpirited,  mean,  and  corrupted 
people;  in  fliort,  'they  will  look  upon  us  in  the  fame  light 
in  which  fome  gentlemen  take  the  liberty  to  reprefent  the 
Miniftry.  But,  Sir,  if  on  this  occafion  His  Majefty's  Mi- 
niflers  have  obtained  more  than  ever  on  like  qccafions 
was  known  to  be  obtained  ;  and  they  reconciled  the  peace 
of  their  country  to  her  true  intereft ;  if  this  peace,  Sir,  is 
attended  with  all  the  advantage  that  the  mofl  fuccefsful  arms 
could  have  procured,  as  I  hope  to  make  appear,  I  will  be 
bold  to  fay,  that  future  ages,  always  impartial  in  their  cen- 
fure  or  praife,  will  confider  this  as  the  moft  glorious  period 
of  our  hiftory,  and  to  do  that  juftice  to  the  counfels 
which  have  produced  this  happy  event,  which  every  gen- 
tleman who  divefts  himfelf  of  paffioii  and  prejudice  is 
ready  to  do,  and  which  I  have  great  reafon  to  believe  thp 
prefent  age,  when  rightly  informed,  will  not  refufe. 

This  Houfe,  and  Parliament,  Sir,  is  His  Majefty's  greareft, 
fafeft,  and  beft  council.  A  fea.t  in  this  Houfe  is  equal  to 
«iny  dignity  derived  from  pofts  or  titles,,  and  the  approba- 
tion of  this  Hpufe  is  preferable  to  all  that  power,  or  even 
Majefly  itfelf,  can  beftow :  therefore,  when  I  fpeak  here  as 
a  Miniiler,  I  fpeak  as  pofTeffing  my  powers  from  His  JVfa- 
Jeity,  but  as  being  anfwerable  to  this  Houfe  for  the  exercifcj 
of  thofe  powers.  I  have  often,  Sir,  on  other  occafions, 
prqfelTed  my  readinefs  to  fubmit  to  the  jufrice  of  my  coun- 
try, and  fhall  chearfully  acquiefce  in  the  judgement  this 
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Houfe  mall  form  of  our  negotiations  ;  becaufe,  while  I  do 
that,  I  am  fure  to  fuffer  no  wrong.  But,  as  the  beft,  and 
moft  equitable  intentions  may  be  perverted  by  mifreprefen- 
tations  of  fa£ts,  and  as  the  moft  impartial  mind  is  fufcep- 
tible  of  prejudice  when  artfully  inftiiled,  I  hope  it  will  be 
looked  upon  as  a  proper  piece  of  juftice  done  to  myfelf,  if 
I  mail  endeavour,  by  Hating  one  or  two  fads,  to  fet  this 
affair  in  a  light  that  may  remove  all  objections. 

The  chief  consideration,  Sir,  that  arifes  from  the  prefent 
queflion  is,  whether,  as  Great  Britain  is  now  circumftanced, 
it  had  been  more  proper  for  the  Government  to  have 
entered  into  a  bloody  and  uncertain  war,  or  to  lay  fuch  a 
foundation  for  a  peace,  as  no  gentleman  can  regularly  pro- 
nounce is  not  a  fafe  and  honourable  foundation.  In  order 
to  confider  this  queftion  rightly,  we  muft  take  a  view  of  the 
advantages  we  could  propofe  to  ourfelves,  in  cafe  of  a  war 
•with  Spain,  and  in  cafe  that  war  was  even  to  be  fuccefsful. 

I  know  that  gentlemen,  who  are  otherwife  very  candid 
upon  this  point,  are  apt  to  imagine,  from  the  military  glory 
of  this  nation,  that  our  arms  are  invincible :  and  I  own, 
Sir,  that  this  is  a  moft  prevailing  argument,  efpecially  in  a 
popular  afTembly.  There  is  fomewhat  in  it,  that  flatters 
the  ambition  which  people  generally  entertain  of  acquiring 
fame  and  riches  by  the  means  that  raifed  their  anceftors. 
In  the  hiftory  of  our  wars  with  Spain,  we  fee  great  na- 
yies  defeated,  great  treafures,  and  ftill  greater  gains,  ac- 
quired by  ourfoldiers  and  failors.  But,  in  the  mean- while,  we 
never  refle£t  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  betwixt  Britain 
and  Spain  is  entirely  different  from  what  it  was  then, 
Spain,  at  that  time,  was  the  dread,  was  the  envy  of  Europe  ; 
as  me  had  then  powerful  armaments,  which  excited  the 
courage  of  the  brave,  and  immenfe  treafures,  all  her 
own,  that  prompted  the  fervlce  of  the  rich.  She  had  not 
one  ally  in  tl;e  world,  who  bore  her  with  good  will  enough 

Q    55  tQ 


x96  BEAUTIES    OF    THE 

to  affift  her  with  any  zeal;  and  her  views  were  fo  danger- 
ous,  that  her  enemies  borrowed  courage  from  defpair. 

At  prefent,  Sir,  if  I  may  advance  a  paradox,  her  greateft 
fecurity  lies  in  her  vifible  weaknefs.  The  prefervation  of 
the  Spaniih  monarchy,  entire  and  undifmembered,  has, 
for  almoft  an  age  paft,  feemed  to  be  the  general  inclination 
of  all  the  powers  in  Europe,  becaufe,  were  the  riches  that 
flow  into  Spain,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  any  other  people, 
the  reft  of  Europe  muft  foon  he  drained  of  all  its  treafure. 
Whereas,  at  prefent,  there  is  fcarcely  any  nation  in  Eu- 
rope, who  has  not  a  larger  property  in  her  plate  -mips  and  gal- 
leons than  (he  herfelf  has.  It  is  true,  all  that  treafue  is  brought 
home  in  Spaniih  names,  and  the  King  of  Spain  generally  im- 
pofes  a  large  indultoupon  it;  but  Spain  itfelfis  no  more  than 
the  canal  through  which  thefe  treafures  are  conveyed  all 
over  the  reft  of  Europe.  Should  we  therefore  pretend  to 
feize  thofe  treafures,  we  could  not  fail  to  meet  with  a 
powerful  oppoiition.  Even  our  beft  allies,  Sir,  I  am  afraid, 
would  look  with  an  indifferent  eye  upon  fuch  aftep,  and  be 
the  firft  that  would  enter  their  complaints  againft  it. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,   Feb.  I,  1739. 

My  Lords,  as  I  neitherfpeak  from  pamphlets  nor  papers,  I 
cannot  precifely  tell  your  Lordfhips  how  long  I  mall  trou- 
ble you  on  this  occafion  ;  it  is  an  affair  of  as  great  impor- 
tance, I  will  venture  to  fay,  as  ever  came  before  this  Houfe. 
I  have,  my  Lords,  employed  a  great  deal  of  my  time  in 
endeavouring  to  form  a  right  judgement  of  it.  I  have  ex- 
amined it  without  prejudice,  I  Jiave  endeavoured  to  find 
fomething  in  it  that  might  be  juftified,  I  have  viewed  it, 
jny  Lords,  in  all  the  beft  lights  it  was  capable  of;  but  ftill, 
my  Lords,  the  more  I  confider,  the  more  I  view  it,  the 
more  difgraceful,  the  more  deformed,  does  this  conven- 
tion appear. 

I  have  known,  my  Lords,  I  have  read  of  meafures  of 
this  kind,  that  were  indeed  generally  difliked  by  the  people, 
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and  were  difadvantageous  to  the  nation  ;  but  ftill,  my 
Lords,  the  Minifters  who  carried  on  and  concluded  fuch  mea- 
fures,  had  fomething  to  fay  in  their  juftification.  The 
Weaknefs  of  the  nation,  the  conveniency  of  trade,  the 
ilrength  of  our  neighbours,  or  fome  confideration  of  that 
kind,  was-  always  pleaded  as  an  excufe.  And  fometimes, 
though  a  treaty  was,  in  the  main,  difagreeable  or  difhonour- 
able  to  the  nation,  yet  there  were  certain  particular  claufes, 
fome  advantages  ftipulated,  which,  if  they  did  not  balance, 
ferved  at  leaft  to  excufe  the  reft.  But,  my  Lords,  this  con- 
vention is  not  only  difagreeable  to  every  body  without 
doors,  but  it  does  not  contain  one  article  that  can  be  wrefted 
to  have  fo  much  as  a  favourable  afpeft  for  this  nation.  To 
what,  my  Lords,  can  this  be  owing?  Is  it  owing  to  the 
weaknefs  of  the  nation  ?  Not  at  all  ;  this  nation  4s  not 
weak,  me  has  ilrength  fufficient  to  crufli  that  power  that 
crufhes  her.  If  me  is  poor,  my  Lords,  the  Government 
feels  none  of  it  ;  for  our  Minifters  are  as  largely  fupplied 
with  treafure  as  thefe  Minifters  were  under  whom  this  na- 
tion made  the  power  that  now  infults  us,  to  humble.  Our 
troops,  my  Lords,  are  more  numerous,  better  clothed  than 
thofe  troops  were,  who  once  conquered  this  infolent 
neighbour,  and  filled  her  throne  with  a  monarch  of  our 
ewn  making.  I  fee  many  Lords  here,  who,  I  am  fare,  re- 
member thofe  glorious  times  ;  and  if,  my  Lords,  at  that 
time  any  one  had  ventured  to  foretel  that  this  nation 
would  foon  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  negotiating,  for 
the  fpace  of  eighteen  or  twenty  years,  to  obtain  fuch  a 
treaty  as  this  is,  was  there  a  man  in  the  whole  nation 
that  would  have  believed  him  I 

Have  our  Minifters,  my  Lords,  ought  to  plead  in  favour 
of  this  meafure,  becaufe  it  is  for  the  convenience  of  trade  ? 
My  Lord,  every  body,  who  underftand  what  trade  is, 
knows,  that  if  this  convention  is  approved  of  by  Parlia- 
ment, our  trade  muft  be  irretrievably  ruined. 
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Can  it  be  pleaded,  my  Lords,  that  our  enemies  are  ib 
flrong  that  we  ought,  in  policy,  to  yield  a  little  to  their  ru- 
mours ?  No,  our  enemies  are  weak,  they  are  ftrong  only  in 
our  fears.  We,  my  Lords,  are  mailers  of  that  element 
whereon  the  caufe  mufl  be  decided,  and  let  all  our  enemies, 
either  profefled  or  fecret ;  nay,  let  all  the  neutral  powers  in 
Europe  unite  their  naval  force,  we  have  a  fleet  now  at  fea 
that  is  able  to  beat  them  all.  But,  my  Lords,  do  we  be- 
have as  if  we  had  any  fuch  fuperiority  ?  Have  we  fo  much 
as  afTerted  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  flag  ?  Have  we  not 
tamely  given  it  up,  given  it  up  without  the  leaft  reafon,  fo 
far  as  appears  to  the  world  ?  What  the  reafons  of  our  Mi- 
niflers  may  be,  my  Lords,  for  this  pufillanimity,  I  am  entire- 
ly ignorant ;  and  as  I  am  ignorant,  I  am  innocent ;  for,  my 
Lords,  though  I  am  a  privy  counfellor,  I  am  as  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  fecrets  of  the  Government  as  any  private  gentle- 
man who  hears  me. 

Duh  of  Argyle^  Feb.  23,  1739. 

Having  before  expreffed  my  entire  fatisfa&io'n  with  the 
terms  of  the  peace,  and  already  given  to  the  Houfe  my 
ideas  upon  that  fubjeft,  it  were  unnecefTary  for  me  again  to 
trouble  your  Lordmips  upon  the  fame  occaiion,  and  the 
more  efpecially  fo,  as  I  have  been  made  to  find,  that  that 
which,  in  preliminary  articles,  was  matter  of  condemna- 
tion and  cenfure  to  fome  of  your  Lordmips,  now  meets,  in 
definitive  treaties,  by  the  veil  of  a  profligate  and  abandoned 
faction  being  thrown  afide,  the  unanimous  fuffrage  and  con- 
fent  of  all.  Nor,  my  Lords,  mould  I  have  rifen  on  this 
day,  had  it  not  been  for  a  fpeech  which,  not  being  prefent 
at  the  time  it  was  fpoken,  I  have  feen  and  read  in  the  pub- 
lic papers  ;  a  fpeech,  my  Lords,  which  whilft  it  would  ap- 
prove the  peace,  would  attempt  to  villify  and  calumniate 
the  author  of  it  -,  but  which,  in  my  opinion,  proving,  by 
its  own  iixvcftiye,  and  the  mode  of  reafoning  adopted  there- 
in, 
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*n,  the  befl  eulogies,  and  the  higheft  panegyric  upon  both 
the  author  and  the  peace  ;  it  is  to  convince  your  Lordfhips 
of  this,  that  I  rife  to  trefpafs  for  a  few  words  on  the  time  and 
patience  of  the  Houfe. 

It  is  faid,  my  Lords,  in  the  fpeech  I  allude  to,  that 
preliminary  articles  of  peace  were  difgraceful,  pufillani- 
mous,  and  difhonourable  ;  and  yet,  my  Lords,  thefe  very 
preliminary  articles  of  peace,  difgraceful,  puflllanimous, 
and  difhonourable,  as  they  are  reprefented  to  be,  are  never- 
thelefs  made  only  becaufe  *  through  the  fpirit  and  good  con- 
duct of  the  prefent  Mini  dry,  they  are  not  quite  fo  difgrace- 
ful in  the  ratification  as  they  are  in  the  preliminary  articles,'  no 
lefs  the  fubjedl  of  adulation  to  Minifters  than  they  are,  be- 
caufe *  peace,  long  wimed-for  peace,  is  at  laft  eftablifhed,'  of 
dt'clamatory  joy  and  congratulation  to  the  public. 

But,  my  Lords,  this  being  faid  of  the  confiftency  of 
this  exordium  in  overture  of  Minifters,  let  us  a  little  fee 
how  the  aflertion,  that  '  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace 
were  difg*-aceful,  pufillanimous,  and  difhonourable,'  {land  in 
point  of  reafoning,  argument,  and  faft. 

It  is  faid,  in  a  kind  of  logical  procefs,  though  unac- 
companied by  any  other  fymptom  of  logic,  that '  the  prelimi- 
nary articles  were  difgraceful,'  and  that  they  were  difgraceful, 
*  becaufe  they  took  away  from  the  dignity  of  this  kingdom.' 
That  they  were  difhonourable,  «  becaufe  better  terms  might 
have  been  obtained.'  That  they  were  pufillanimous,  'be- 
caufe we  made  conceflions,  when  we  fhould  have  had  humi- 
liations.' Affertions,  my  Lords,  without  proofs,  reafoning 
without  reafons,  and  arguments  without  a  {ingle  fa£t  to 
fupport  them  :  for  what  is  this  but  to  fay,  *  that  the  preli- 
minary articles  were  difgraceful,'  becaufe  they  were  difgrace- 
ful ;  that «  they  were  diihonourable,'  becaufe  they  were  dif- 
honourable ;  and  that  '  they  were  pufillanimous,'  becaufe 
they  were  pufillanimous  ;  and  yet,  my  Lords,  fuch  is  the 
O  4  fupport, 
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fupport  of  Miniftry,  and  fuch  the  way  that  calumny  would 
afperfe,  and  flander  ufe  its  tongue. 

"  But  now,  my  Lords,  to  admit  the  truth  of  all,  to  ad- 
mit that  the  articles  were  as  they  are  ftated  to  be,  and  that 
their  ratification  were  an  aft  not  of  choice  but  of  neceffity 
in  the  prefent  Minifters  :  why  not  fay  fo  then?  And  why 
make  that  which  is  difgraceful,  that  which  is  difhonourable, 
and  that  which  is  pufillanimous,  the  fubjeft  matter  not 
only  of  unanimous  parliamentary  approbation,  as  it  has 
been  made,  but  of  merit,  boafled  merit  to  Miniilers,  as 
well  as  of  general  acclamation  and  joy  to  the  nation  ?  For 
peace,  long  \yimed-for  peace,  fays  the  fpeech,  is  at  lafl  efta- 
blifhed  !  Can  there  be  then,  my  Lords,  as  I  have  faid,  a 
higher  proof  of  panegyric  and  eulogy  more  ftrongly  expref- 
fed  than  this  affords  ?  And  what  is  this,  but  as  in  the  fable, 
to  fteal  the  lion's  Ikin,  in  order  that  the  afs  might  wear  it  ? 

But  it  is  faid,  my  Lords,  '  that  this  country  flood  in- 
debted to  the  prefent  Adminiftration  for  amending  the  ratifi- 
ed articles,  thofe  Ihameful  and  difgraceful  terms  that  were 
in  the  preliminaries.'  What  Ihameful  and  difgraceful  terms, 
my  Lords  ?  Does  the  fpeech  know,  and  could  it  explain  it- 
felf  even  at  this  hour?  Or  is  this  one  of  thofe  hardy  and 
bold  aflertions,  which  much  credulity  and  little  knowledge 
are  apt  fo  readily  to  conceive  and  utter  ?  But,  my  Lords, 
here  again  too  I  will  admit  the  fadl:  ;  I  will  admit  that  they 
were  flumeful  and  difgraceful  terms  in  the  preliminaries  ; 
and  admitting  this,  let  me  afk  your  Lordfhips,  is  it  not 
fair,  is  it  not  liberal,  is  it  not  honefl  to  fuppofe,  that  if  the 
late  Adnviniftration  had  had  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  in 
their  hands,  that  they  might  not  have  rectified,  by  the  defi- 
nitive treaties,  thefe  errors  in  the  preliminaries,  as  well  as 
the  prefent  Adminiftration  have  done?  Nay,  my  Lords,  it 
is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  late  Adminiftration,  knowing 
better  furely  than  any  other  could  do,  both  the  feeble  and 
the  forte  of  their  own  negotiations,  that  the  other  defefts 

too 
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too  might  not  have  been  remedied,  which  have  efcaped  the 
all-penetrating  eye  even  of  the  prefent  Administration  ? 
And  if  fo,  my  Lords,  where  is  the  merit  of  the  prefent  Mi- 
niftry,  and  in  what  does  the  country  {land  indebted  to  them? 
On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  mameful  and  difgraceful  in  them 
to  take  merit  to  themfelves  upon  fuch  an  occafion  ;  and,  in- 
ftead  of  praifes,  do  they  not  rather  deferve  the  curfes  of  the 
nation,  if  it  were  but  for  this  very  aft  alone,  inafmuch  as 
amended  as  the  peace  is  by  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  it 
might  not  only  have  been  equally  amended  by  the  late  Minif- 
try,  but  from  their  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft, 
might  have  been  infinitely  better  than  it  now  is  ?  And  there- 
fore, my  Lords,  I  do  in  my  turn  aflert,  and  dogmatically 
aflert  too,  that  the  taking  of  the  peace  out  of  the  late  Admi- 
niftration under  the  circumftances  in  which  it  was  done,  was 
an  aft  of  treafon  to  the  ftate,  of  a  kind  as  nefarious  and  fla- 
gitious as  any  that  ever  had  trial  at  your  Lordfhips'  bar. 

And  now,  my  Lords,  I  had  done,  if1  it  were  not  for  one 
thing  more,  and  that  is  the  beautiful  little  image  that  has 
been  made  the  ornament  of  this  fpeech,  fo  beautiful,  that  I 
cannot  help  taking  notice  of  the  bantling,  and  for  a  while 
dandling  it  in  my  arms ;  for,  my  Lords,  it  is  faid,  «  the 
peace  appeared  in  the  fhape  of  a  ricketty  bantling,  dropped 
at  the  door  of  the  prefent  Minifters  by  its  too  hafly  parents, 
and  there  begging  their  fupport  and  protection.  They  took 
it  up,  examined  its  defefts,  and  as  they  found  a  kind  of  na- 
tional promife  made  in  its  favour,  they  nurfed  it,  and  by  the 
dint  of  political  art,  kept  it  alive,  until  they  could  obtain  a 
.ratification  for  its  exiftence,  on  the  beft  terms  that  could  be 
obtained  for  the  benefit  of  its  country.' 

Such  is  the  image,  my  Lords  ;  and  however  rhetorical 
the  allegory,  however  beautiful  the  figure,  what  is  the  fa'ft 
arid  the  truth  ?  Was  this  bantling  dropt  at  the  door  of  Mi- 
niflers,  and  did  it  there  beg  its  fupport  and  protection  of 
them  ?  No,  my  Lords  ;  and  is  not  the  rery  reverfe  of  this 
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the  fa£l  and  the  truth.  Were  not  Minifters  rather  dropt  at 
the  door  of  this  bantling,  and,  under  that  fhelter,  made  to 
feek  their  own  fupport  and  prote&ion  ?  Or,  rather,  my 
Lords,  may  it  not  be  faid  with  greater  truth  than  m  either 
cafe,  that  the  taking  of  this  bantling  into  the  hands  of  the 
prefent  Minifters,  was  a  political  ravimment  of  a  ward  out 
of  the  hands  of  its  proper  guardians  ;  accomplifhed  on  the 
one  hand  by  fraud,  and  on  the  other  by  force  ?  By  fraud,  in 
making  Vifcounts  of  this  Houfc  to  believe  that  they  were  to 
be  raifedto  Earldoms  ;  and  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, that  they  were  to  be  created  Peers  of  the  realm. 
Thanks  to  the  firmnefs  and  wifdom  of  His  Majefty,  botk 
have  been  equally  difappointed  !  By  force,  my  Lords,  in 
having,  under  the  cloak  of  this  bantling,  feized  upon  the 
Cabinet  of  the  King,  and  taking,  as  we  all  know,  with  a  vio- 
lence unheard  of  before,  forcible  pofleffion  of  the  government 
of  this  country.  Thefe  are  the  features  of  the  *  ricketty 
bantling,'  as  it  has  been  called,  and  this  the  fa&  and  truth. 

"  But  now  let  us  fee,  my  Lords,  what  the  features  are  of 
the  nurfe,  the  fofterdam,  the  flepmother,  or  the  mother-in- 
law,  call  it  wliich  you  pleafe,  of  this  ricketty  bantling,  and 
who  is  faid,  (contrary  to  all  experience)  to  have  taken  more 
care  of  it  than  its  own  natural  parents  could  have  done ; 
and  this,  my  Lords,  I,  in  my  turn,  will  reprefent  to  your 
Lordfhips  ;  not  in  allegory,  however,  my  Lords,  nor  in 
metaphor,  nor  figure,  nor  as  a  child  of  fancy,  or  creature 
of  the  imagination,  but  in  real  true  pifture,  drawn  from  the 
life,  and  of  living  exiftence  ;  and  here  it  is,  my  Lords, 
(holding  up  the  figure  of  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox  in  the 
print  of  the  coalition  difle&ed^  ecce  homunculus  !  My  Lords  ! 
Vera  copla  examinata  !  The  nurfe  of  that  bantling,  which 
has  been  defcribed  to  your  Lordlhips  ;  and  to  which  nurfe, 
I  muft  entreat  your  Lordlhips'  attention  ;  not  in  laughter, 
my  Lords,  for  it  is  no  joke,  but  in  fober  ferious  earneftncfs  ; 
and  to  this  end  muft  humbly  move  the  noble  Lord  upon  the 
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Woolfack,  that  I  may  have  leave  to  lay  this  figure  upon  the 
table,  for  your  Lordmips'  examination  ;  from  which  I  vow 
to  God,  my  Lords,  I  think,  more  real  benefit  might  be 
drawn  to  the  country,  than  from  all  the  papers  (important 
as  they  are)  that  will  be  laid  upon  your  Lordmips'  table 
during  the  whole  fefiion  of  Parliament.  For  what,  my 
Lords,  muft  be  the  refult  of  fuch  an  examination  ?  I  will 
tell  your  Lordfhips.  You  will  fee  the  Government  of  this 
country  in  the  hands  of  this  bif rented  monfter.  And  in  the 
name  of  poffibility,  what  papers  can  turn  to  ufe  that  are  to 
have  the  direftion  of  fuch  an  unnatural  Lufus  Nature  as 
this  is  ?  But  I  have  now  done,  my  Lords,  with  a  fingle  re- 
mark only.  However  difgraceful,  however  difhonourable, 
however  pufillanimous  the  peace  is,  I  rejoice  to  give  it  to 
my  noble  friend  who  made  it ;  it  is  his,  and  let  him  have 
the  honour  of  it.  A  peace  negotiated  without  conne&ionj 
and  obtained  without  corruption  ;  though  he  faw  at  the 
time  the  fpirit  of  a  malignant  fa&ion  flaring  him  in  the  face. 
But  the  purity  of  his  intentions,  the  rfirmnefs  of  his  mind, 
and  the  wifdom  of  his  conduct,  have  rifen  fuperior  and 
triumphant  over  all  oppofition.  It  has  met  with  what  no 
other  peace  ever  did  before  in  the  annals  of  our  hiftory. 
— It  has  had  the  unanimous  fuffrage  of  Parliament, 
and  the  approbation  of  his  King  and  country.  In 
apoftrophe,  therefore,  to  my  noble  friend,  let  me  fay  to 
him,  in  the  words  of  Horace — Age,  et  fume  fttperbiam  que* 
Jitam  mentis. 

Earl  of  Abingdon,  Dec.  2,  1783, 


PAR- 


204          BEAUTIES  br 

PARLIAMENTARY   REFORM. 


JL  HE  call  of  the  Houfe  being  adjourned  to  a  very  remote 
day,  vipon  a  general  opinion,  which  I  hope  is  well  founded, 
that  no  vote  of  credit  will  be  propofed.  1  believe  we  can 
fcarcely  expect  a  fuller  Houfe  than  this  day  produces.  There 
cannot,  therefore,  be  a  better  opportunity  for  making  a  mo- 
tion, which  I  apprehend  to  be  of  fuch  a  national  concern- 
ment,  that  I  have  long  wifhed  it  undertaken  by  fome  per- 
fon  better  able  to  fupport  it  than  myfelf :  but  I  have  this 
fatisfa&ion,  that  what  I  am  going  to  offer  will  fo  far  fpeak 
for  itfelf,  as  may  fupply  any  defects' in  my  manner  of  laying 
it  before  you,  and  I  cannot  .doubt  the  concurrence  of  this 
Houfe,  when  it  comes  to  be  maturely  confidered. 

I  believe  we  are  none  of  us  unapprifed  of  the  diilike  the 
-people  in  general  have  always  had  to  long  Parliaments ;  a 
diflike  juftly  founded  on  reafon  and  experience  ;  long  Par- 
liaments in  former  reigns  having  proved  the  unhappy  caufe 
of  great  calamities  to  this  nation,  and  having  been  at  all  times 
declared  an  innovation  upon  our  conftitution.  I  am  con* 
vinced  there  is  no  one  that  hears  me,  who  does  not  believe 
the  people  thought  themfelves  highly  aggrieved  by  the  fep- 
tennial  bill :  that  they  even  looked  upon  it  as  a  dangerous 
infringement  of  their  liberties,  notwithftanding  the  caufe- 
alledged  in  the  preamble  to  the  acts  which  feemed  at  that 
time  to  carry  fome  weight  with  it. 

That  claufe  being  happily  removed,  they  defire  to  revert, 
as  near  as  may  be,  to  their  ancient  conftitution,  and  furely 
there  never  can  be  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  effec- 
tuate it  than  at  this  juncture,  when  his  Majefty,  to  th» 
great  joy  of  the  nation,  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  declare 
hisfatisfadtion,  that  the  people  are  foon  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  chuiing anew Reprefeiitation.  The  prefcnt  Parlia- 
ment 
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znent  draws  near  its  djfTolution  ;  what  can  it  do  more  for  its 
.own  honour  ?  How  can  it  crown  its  many  meritorious  acts 
better,  than  by  redreffing  a  grievance.,  which  a  fucceeding 
Parliament  may  pofTibly  have  its  reafons  for  not  entering 
into  ? 

Frequent  Parliaments  were  early  declared  a  fundamental 
part  of  the  Conftitution.  In  the  fourth  of  Edward  the 
Third,  an  a&  palTed  for  holding  them  once  a  year,  or 
oftener,  if  there  mould  be  occafion.  In  the  36th  year  of 
the  fame  reign,  that  ftatute  was  confirmed.  In  that  Parlia- 
ment, Magna  Charta  and  Cbarta  de  Fore/la,  were  confirmed, 
and  feveral  new  privileges  granted  to  the  fubjeft.  Then 
comes  the  claufe  relating  to  Parliament,  which  fufficiently 
mews  the  intention  and  original  inftitution  of  them  was 
for  the  redrefs  of  grievances  :  for  the  bill  ena&s,  That  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  faid  articles  and  ftatutes  ;  that  is, 
the  privileges  before  mentioned,-  and  for  redrefs  of  divers 
grievances  and  mifchiefs,  which  daily  happen,  a  new  Parlia- 
ment fhall  be  held  once  every  year,  as  at  another  time 
was  ordained.  The  1 6th  of  Charles  the  Second  recites,  that 
by  the  ancient  laws  and  ftatutes,  Parliaments  ufed  to  be 
held  very  often,  and  therefore  ena£ls,  that  the  fitting  and 
holding  of  Parliaments  (hall  not  be  intermitted,  or  difcon- 
tinued,  for  more  than  three  years. 

In  the  early  days  when  this  prudent  care  was  taken  for 
frequent  meeting  of  Parliaments,  the  Crown  was  pofTefled  of 
revenues,  which  made  application  to  the  people  for  money, 
unlefs  upon  extraordinary  emergencies,  unneceflary.  It 
therefore  plainly  appears,  that  redrefs  of  grievances,  making 
falutary  laws  for  the  good  of  the  community,  and  preferving 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  by  fupporting  a  due  balance  be- 
tween the  power  of  the  Crown  and  the  rights  of  the  fub- 
jefts,  were  the  main  ends  for  calling  Parliaments.  The 
power  of  calling  them  being  the  undoubted  prerogative  of 
the  Crown,  it  becajne  ueceflary,  for  the  fafety  of  tbefubjeft, 

to 
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to  oblige  the  Crown  to  call  them  frequently.  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  a  caution  of  this  kind  is  no  longer  necefiary,  nor  can 
it  ever  be,  fo  long  as  we  preferve  to  ourfelves  the  power  of 
granting  money ;  the  Crown  revenues  being  funk,  or  wan- 
tonly granted  away,  the  annual  call  for  a  fupply  muft  necef- 
farily  produce  an  annual  meeting  of  Parliament.  But  give 
me  leave  to  obferve,  the  grievance  now  complained  of  is  of 
a  very  different  nature.  It  is  not  founded  on  difcontinuance 
of  Parliament ;  but  on  a  too  long  and  dangerous  continu- 
ance of  one  and  the  fame  Parliament :  a  practice  unheard  of 
in  former  times,  when  prerogations  were  not  known :  for 
when  a  Parliament  was  annually  called  together  for  the  re- 
drefs  of  grievances,  as  foon  as  the  bufmefs  of  the  feffion  was 
over,  it  was  diflblved,  and  a  new  one  called  the  next  year  for 
the  fame  purpofe ;  by  which  means  the  country  had  a  proper 
check  upon  their  Refprefentatives,  and  thofe  who  appeared 
to  be  too  much  under  the  influence  of  the  Crown ;  thofe  who 
were  too  much  attached  to  the  Minifter,  had  lefs  opportu- 
nity of  injuring  their  country;  the  people  had  it  more  fre- 
quently in  their  power  to  fhew  a  proper  refentment,  and 
remedy  the  evil,  by  fending  others  in  their  places  next 
year. 

This  matter  feems  fully  explained  by  16  Car.  II.  which 
does  not  only  prevent  difcontinuance  of  Parliaments,  but 
wifely  provides  againft  the  too  long  continuance  of  one 
and  the  fame  Parliament,  by  ena&ing  it  into  a  law,  that 'a 
new  Parliament  {hall  be  called  once  in  three  years,  oroftener, 
if  there  be  occafion.  The  Bill  of  Rights  in  the  fecond 
feffion  of  William  and  Mary,  among  many  other  privileges 
which  we  pofiefs,  enafts,  that  for  redrefs  of  grievances, 
amending,  ftrengthening,  and  preferving  laws,  Parliaments 
ought  to  be  frequently  held  ;  and  the  fixth  of  the  fame  reign 
explains  the  true  meaning  of  the  claufe,  when  it  declares,  that 
frequent  and  new  Parliaments  tend  very  much  to  the  happy 
union  and  good  agreement  between  the  King  and  the  peo- 
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pie;  it  confirms  the  i6th  of  Car.  IT.  that  Parliaments  mall 
be  held  once  in  three  years  at  leaft,  and  adds,  that  no  Parlia- 
ment mall  continue  more  than  three  years  at  fartheft.  Be- 
tween that  and  the  firft  of  the  late  King,  feveral  Parliaments 
were  held,  and  none  continued  longer  than  three  years ; 
fome  held  for  one  feffion,  which  feems  to  be  the  original 
conflitution,  and  beft  calculated  for  the  good  of  the  nation. 
That  year  the  feptennial  bill  pafied,  the  repeal  of  which  I  am 
going  to  move,  but  believe  it  more  agreeable  to  the  rules 
of  the  Houfe,that  the  aft  itfelf  mould  be  firft  read.  [Here 
the  Clerk  read  the  a£l]  The  preamble  to  the  bill,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  it,  will,  I  think,  admit  a  very  eafy  an- 
fvver ;  as  to  the  firft  point,  that  triennial  Parliaments  have 
proved  more  grievous,  burdenfome,  and  expenfive,  than 
they  were  ever  known  before  that  law  was  pafled,  I  readily 
agree;  but  let  us  confider  the  caufe;  the  lengthening  the 
term  occafioned  the  expence.  I  fear  I  might  add,  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  places  enjoyed  by  the  Members  of  this  Houfe, 
may  be  too  juftly  alledged  another  caufe  ;  but  I  would  wil- 
lingly confine  myfelfto  the  particular  point,  how  far  the 
time  or  duration  of  Parliaments  might  increafe  or  leffen  the 
expence,  might  add  to,  or  diminim  the  grievance  com* 
plained  of?  and  will  confider  it  only  in  this  light,  by  fub- 
mitting  it  to  every  gentleman  who  hears  me,  whether  lie 
would  not  give  more  for  an  annuity  of  three  years  than 
for  a  grant  determinable  at  the  end  of  one  ?  and  by  the  fame 
parity  of  reasoning,  whether  feptennial  Parliaments  muft 
not  prove  more  grievous,  burdenfome,  and  expenfive,  than 
triennial,  at  leaft,  in  fuch  a  degree  as  an  annuity  for  feven 
years  deferves  a  better  cqnfideration  than  one  for  thrae  ? 

Butfuppofing  I  fhould  be  out  in  this  point,  which  lean 
never  give  up  without  due  conviftion,  this  argument  in 
the  preamble  is,  I  hope,  entirely  at  an  end.  The  a£t 
Ugainft  IBribery  and  Corruption,  which  muft  ever  redound 

to 
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to  the  honour  of  this  Parliament,  will  neceflarily  remedy  this 
evil :  that  glorious  aft  will  prevent  corruption  in  the  elec- 
tors. Nothing  but  frequent  new  Parliaments  can  remedy  it 
in  the  elected. 

The  other  reafon  upon  which  that  act  was  founded, 
namely,  a  fufpicion  that  defigns  were  carrying  on  to  renew 
the  rebellion,  and  an  invalion  from  abroad,  was,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  only  juftifiable  pretence  for  enacting 
it  into  a  law,  and  might  poffibly  have  induced  fome  gentle- 
men of  very  great  honour  and  integrity  to  give  their  votes 
for  the  bill  at  that  juncture,  whofe  aiMance,  I  flatter  my- 
felf,  I  mall  have  now  in  repealing  it.  For  thofe  who  voted  for 
it  from  that  view,  could  never  intend  it  mould  be  made  per- 
petual, or  that  it  mould  continue  longer  than  that  misfor- 
tune fubfifted. 

I  muft  beg  pardon  of  you,  Sir,  and  of  the  Houfe,  for  the 
trouble  I  have  given  you.  The  nature  of  the  motion,  I  am 
going  to  make  you,  has  unavoidably  drawn  me  into  a  length 
as  difagreeable  to  myfelf,  as  it  muft  have  been  to  thofe  that 
hear  me.  Numberlefs  arguments  will  occur  to  every 
gentleman  in  favour  of  it,  I  will  therefore  conclude  with 
this  motion,  viz. 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  repealing  the 
Septennial  Act,  and  for  the  more  frequent  meeting  and  call- 
ing of  Parliaments. 

In  this,  Sir,  I  hope  I  mall  be  juflified,  as  it  cannot  pro- 
ceed from  any  indirect  or  private  views  ;  but  from  a  real 
.conviction  that  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  this  nation, de- 
pends upon  it,  in  which  I  am  fupported  by  the  common 
voice  of  the  people,  and  have  it  particularly  recommended 
to  me  by  a  great  majority  of  thofe  I  have  the  honour  of  re- 
prefenting  in  Parliament,  as  well  as  from  my  neighbours  of 
the  city  of  Coventry,  for  whofe  recommendation  I  fhall  al- 
ways 
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ways  have  a  due  regard,  though  I  have  not  the  honour  to  re* 
prefent  them. 

Jl'fr.  William  Bromley,  March  13,  1734. 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  made  this  motion,  has  fup* 
ported  the  neceflity  of  it  by  fo  many  ftrong  and  forcible  ar- 
guments, that  there  is  hardly  any  thing  new  to  be  offered. 
I  am  very  fenfible,  therefore,  of  the  difadvantages  I  muft 
lie  under,  in  attempting  to  feek  after  him,  and  I  mould  con- 
tent myfelf  with  barely  feconding  him,  if  the  fubjecl:  matter 
of  this  debate  was  not  of  fo  great  importance,  that  I  mould 
be  afliamed  to  retxirn  to  my  electors,  without  endeavouring, 
in  the  beft  manner  I  am  able,  to  declare  publicly  the  rea- 
fons,  which  induced  me  to  give  my  mofl  ready  afient  to  this 
queftion. 

It  is  evident  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  the  people 
have  an  unqueftionable  right  to  frequent  new  Parliaments 
by  ancient  ufage,  and  that  this  ufage  has  been  confirmed  by 
feveral  laws,  which  has  been  progreflively  made  by  our  an- 
ceftors,  as  often  as  they  found  it  neceirary  to  infift  on  this  cf- 
fential  privilege. 

Parliaments  were  generally  annual,  but  never  continued 
longer  than  three  years,  till  the  remarkable  reign  of  Henry 
VIII.  He  was  a  Prince  of  unruly  appetites,  and  of  an  arbi- 
trary will  ;  he  was  impatient  of  every  reflraint ;  the  laws  of 
God  and  man  fell  equally  a  facrifice  as  they  flood  in  the  way 
of  his  avarice,  or  difappointed  his  ambition  :  he  therefore 
introduced  long  Parliaments,  becaufe  he  very  well  knew, 
that  they  would  become  the  proper  inftruments  of  both  ;  and 
what  a  flavilh  obedience  they  paid  to  all  his  meafures  is  fuf- 
ficiently  known. 

If  we  come  to  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  we  muft  acknow- 
ledge him  to  be  a  Prince  of  a  contrary  temper  ;  he  certainly 
had  an  innate  love  for  religion  and  virtue,  and  of  confe- 
quence  for  the  liberty  of  his  country.  But  here  lay  the  mis- 

VOL.  II.  P  fortune— 


•Sis  BEAUTIES    OF 

fortune — he  was  led  from  his  natural  difpofition  by  fyc<V 
phants  and  flatterers  ;  they  advifed  him  to  neglect  the  cal- 
ling frequent  Parliaments  ;  and  therefore  by  not  taking  the 
conftant  fenfe  of  the  people  in  what  he  did,  he  was  worked 
.up  into  fo  high  a  notion  of  prerogative,  that  the  Commons, 
in  order  to  reftrain  it,  obtained  that  independent  fatal  power, 
which  at  laft  unhappily  brought  him  to  a  moft  tragical  end, 
and,  at  the  fame  time  fubverted  the  whole  Conftitution  ;  and 
I  hope  we  mall  learn  this  leflbn  from  it,  never  to  compli- 
ment the  Crown  with  any  new  or  extravagant  powers,  nor 
to  deny  the  People  thofe  rights  which  by  ancient  ufuage  they 
are  entitled  to  ;  but  to  preferve  that  juft  and  equal  balance, 
from  which  they  will  derive  mutual  fecurity,  and  which,  if 
duly  obferved,  will  render  our  Conftitution  the  envy  and 
admiration  of  the  world. 

King  Charles  II.  naturally  took  a  furfeit  of  Parliaments 
5 n  his  father's  time,  and  was  therefore  extremely  defirous  to 
lay  them  afide  :  but  this  was  a  fcheme  impracticable.  How- 
ever, in  effect  he  did  fo  ;  for  he  obtained  a  Parliament,  which 
by  its  long  duration,  like  an  army  of  veterans,  became  fo 
exactly  difciplined  to  his  own  meafures,  that  they  knew  no 
other  command,  but  from  that  perfon  who  gave  them  their 
pay. 

This  was  a  fafe  and  moft  ingenious  way  of  enilaving  a 
nation.  It  was  very  well  known,  that  arbitrary  power,  if 
it  was  open  and  avowed,  would  never  prevail  here.  The 
people  were,  therefore*  amufed,  with  the  fpecious  form  of 
their  antient  Conftitution  :  It  exifted,  indeed,  in  their  fan- 
cy ;  but  like  a  mere  phantom,  had  no  fubftance,  or  reality 
in  it  j  for  the  power,  the  authority,  the  dignity  of  Parlia- 
ment were  wholly  loft.  This  was  that  remarkable  Parlia- 
ment which  fo  juftly  obtained  the  opprobrious  name  of  the 
Pfnfioncrs  Parliament,  and  was  the  model  from  which,  I  be- 
lieve, fome  latter  Parliaments  have  been  exactly  copied. 

At 
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At  the  tirile  of  the  Revolution,  the  people  made  a  frefti 
claim  of  their  ancient  privileges,  and  as  they  had  fo  lately  ex- 
perienced the  misfortune  of  long  and  fervile  Parliaments,  it 
was  then  declared,  that  they  mould  be  held  frequently. 
But  it  feems  their  full  meaning  was  not  underflood  by  tjiis 
declaration,  and  therefore,  as  in  every  new  fettlement  the 
intention  of  all  parties  mould  be  fpecifically  manifeiled,  the 
Parliament  never  ceafed  ftruggling  with  the  Crown  till  the 
triennial  law  was  obtained.  The  preamble  of  it,  is  extreme- 
ly full  and  ftrong,  and  in  the  body  of  the  bill  you  will  find 
the  word  declared  before  enafled,  by  which,  I  apprehend,  that 
though  this  law  did  not  immediately  take  place  at  the  time 
of  the  Revolution,  it  was  certainly  intended  as  declaratory 
of  the  firft  meaning  ;  and  therefore  flands  as  part  of  that 
original  contract,  under  which  the  Conftitution  was  then 
fettled.  His  Majefty's  title  to  the  Crown  is  primarily  de- 
rived from  that  contrail  ;  and  if,  upon  a  review,  there  mall 
appear  to  be  any  deviation  from  it,  we  ought  to  hear  them 
as  fo  many  injuries  done  to  that  title.  And  I  dare  fay,  that 
this  Houfe,  which  has  gone  through  fo  long  a  feries  of  fer- 
vices  for  His  Majefty,  will  at  laft  be  willing  to  revert  to 
thefe  original  flated  meafures  of  Government,  to  renew  and 
ftrengthen  that  title. 

But  I  think  the  manner  in  which  the  feptennial  law  was 
firft  introduced,  is  a  very  flrong  reafon  why  it  mould-be  re- 
pealed. People  in  their  fears  have  very  often  recourfe  to  def- 
perate  expedients,  which,  if  not  cancelled  in  feafon,  will 
themfelves  prove  fatal  to  that  Conftitution  which  they  were 
meant  to  fecure.  Such  is  the  nature  of  the  feptennial  law  ; 
it  was  intended  only  as  a  prefervative  againft  a  temporary 
inconveniency  :  the  inconveniency  is  removed,  but  the  mif- 
chievous  effects  fl.il!  continue  ;  for  it  not  only  altered  the 
Conftitution  of  Parliaments,  but  it  extended  that  fame  Par- 
liament beyond  its  natural  duration  ;  and  therefore  carries 
this  moft  unjuft  implication  with  it,  that  you  may  at  any 
P  2  time 


212  B    E    A   U   T    I    E    S      OF      THE 

time  ufurp  the  moft  indubitable,  the  moft  eflential  privilege 
of  the  People,  I  mean  that  of  choofing  their  own  reprefen- 
tatives  ;  a  precedent  of  fuch  a  dangerous  confequence,  of  fo 
fatal  a  tendency,  that  I  think  it  would  be  a  reproach  to  our 
Statute  Book  if  that  law  was  any  longer  to  fubfift,  which 
might  record  it  to  pofterity. 

This  is  a  feafon  of  virtue  and  public  fpirit ;  let  us  take  ad- 
vantage of  it,  to  repeal  thofe  laws  which  infringe  on  our  li- 
berties, and  introduce  fuch  as  may  reftore  the  vigour  of  our 
ancient  Conflitution. 

Human  nature  is  fo  very  corrupt,  that  all  obligations  lofe 
their  force,  unlefs  they  are  frequently  renewed.  Long  Par- 
liaments become  therefore  independent  of  the  People  ;  and 
when  they  do  fo,  there  always  happens  a  moft  dangerous  de-» 
pendence  elfewhere. 

It  has  of  late  been  denied  that  the  People  have  a  right  of 
remonftrating  to  us.  It  has  been  called  on  unjuftifiable  con- 
trol upon  our  proceedings.  But  then  let  them  have  more 
frequent  opportunities  of  varying  the  choice  of  their  repre- 
fcntatives,  that  they  may  difmifs  fuch  who  have  unfaithful- 
ly withdrawn  their  attention  from  them. 

The  influencing  powers  of  the  Crown  are  daily  increafmg, 
and  it  is  highly  requifite  that  Parliaments  fhould  be  frequent- 
ly refponlible  to  their  Conftituents  ;  that  they  mould  be 
kept  under  the  conflant  awe  of  adling  contrary  to  their  inte- 
refts.  Modern  hiftory,  I  believe,  will  inform  us,  that  fome 
very  dangerous  attempts  upon  our  liberties  have  been  difap- 
pointed  ;  not  fo  much  from  the  virtue  of  many  in  this 
Houfe,  as  from  the  apprehenfions  they  may  have  had  of  an 
approaching  election. 

It  is  true  there  is  a  provision  againft  fuch  whofe  places 
vacat?  their  feats  here,  but  this  is  no  guard  againft  fecret 
Penfioners  and  place-holders.  Give  me  leave  to  fay,  that 
the  laws,  with  refpe£t  to  them,  are  very  inefficient,  and  as 

we 
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we  are  not  allowed  to  make  them  effeftual,  thi  people  have 
no  other  remedy  but  a  new  ele&ion. 

I  think  that  long  Parliaments  are  a  great  hardmip  on  thofe 
who  may  be  excluded  out  of  this  Houfe,  and  ought  reafoiv- 
ably  to  take  their  turn  :  but  feven  years  is  the  purchafe  of 
a  man's  life.  It  is  equally  hard  upon  fuch,  whofe  private  for- 
tunes will  not  admit  them  to  engage  in  fo  long  and  painful  a 
fervice.  It  muft  be  fo  to  thofe  who  mean  no  view  or  ad- 
vantage by  it. 

I  think  too,  that  nothing  can  be  of  greater  ufe  to  His  Ma- 
jefly  than  frequent  new  Parliaments  ;  that  he  may  often  take 
the  frelh  fenfe  of  the  nation,  and  not  be  partially  advifed. 
For  his  meafures  wili  always  have  a  greater  weight  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  the  more  generally  he  refers  himfelf  to  the 
opinion  of  the  People. 

A  farther  mifchief  of  long  Parliaments  is,  that  a  Minifter 
has  time  and  opportunities  of  getting  acquaintance  with 
Members,  and  of  pra&ifing  his  feveral  arts  to  win  them  into 
his  fchemes.  But  this  muft  be  the  work  of  time.  Cor- 
ruption is  of  fo  bafea  nature,  that  at  the  firft  fight  it  is  ex- 
tremely mocking.  Hardly  any  one  lias  fubmitted  to  it  all 
at  once.  His  difpofipon  muft  be  previoufly  underftood, 
the  particular  bait  muft  be  found  out  with  which  he  is  to 
be  allured,  and  after  all,  it  is  not  without  many  ftruggles 
that  he  furrenders  his  virtue.  Indeed,  there  are  fome  who 
plunge  themfelves  head  over  ears  into  any  bafe  a&ion  ;  but 
the  generality  of  mankind  are  of  a  more  cautious  nature, 
and  will  proced  only  by  leifure  degrees.  One  or  two  per- 
haps have  deferted  their  colours  the  firft  campaign,  fome 
have  done  it  a  fecond.  But  a  great  many,  who  have  not 
that  eager  difpofition  to  vice,  will  wait  till  a  third. 

For  this  reafon,  mort  Parliaments  have  been  lefs  corrupt 
long  ones;  they  are  obferved,  like  ftreams  of  water, 
P  3  ahvay? 
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always  to  grow  more  impure  the  greater  diflance  they  run 
from  the  fountain  head. 

I  am  aware  it  may  be  faid,  that  frequent  new  Parliaments 
will  produce  frequent  new  expences  ;  but  I  think  quite  the 
contrary.  I  am  really  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  a  pro- 
per remedy  againfl  the  evil  of  bribery  at  elections,  efpecially 
as  you  have  provided  fo  wholefome  a  law  to  co-operate  upon, 
thefc  occafions. 

As  to  bribery  at  elections,  whence  did  it  arife  ?  Not  from 
country  gentlemen,  for  they  are  fure  of  being  chofe  without 
it ;  it  was  the  invention  of  wicked  and  corrupt  Miniflers, 
who  have  from  time  to  time  led  weak  Princes  into  fuch  de- 
finitive meafures,  that  they  did  not  dare  to  rely  upon  the 
natural  reprefentation    of  the  People.     Long  Parliaments 
firft  introduced  bribery,  becaufe  they  were  worth  purchafing 
at  any  rate  ;  country  gentlemen,  who  have  only  their  private 
fortunes  to  rely  on,  and  have  no  mercenary  ends  to  ferve, 
are  unable  to  oppofe  it,  efpecially  if  at  any  time  the  public 
treafure  mall    be  unfaithfully  fquandered   away  to  corrupt 
their  boroughs.     Country  gentlemen,   indeed,    may  make 
fome  weak  efforts,  but  as  they  generally  prove  unfuccefs . 
ful,  and  the  time  of  a  frefh  ftruggle  is  at  fo  great  a  diftance, 
they  at  laft  grow  faint  in  the  difpute,  give  up  their  country 
for  loft,   and  retire  in  defpair.     Defpair  naturally  produces 
indolence,    and   that  is  the  proper  difpofition  for  flavery. 
Miniflers  of  flate  underfland  this  very  well,  and  are  there- 
fore unwilling  to  awaken  the  nation  out  of  its  lethargy  by 
frequent  elections.     They  know  that  the  fpint   of  liberty, 
like  every  other  virtue  of  the  mind,  is  to  be  kept  alive  by 
coniiant  action,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  enflave  this  nation, 
whilft  it  is  perpetually  upon  its  guard.     Let  country  gentle- 
men   then,  by  having  frequent   opportunities    of  exerting 
themfelves,  be  kept  warm  and  aftive  in  their  contention  for 
the  public  good  :  this  will  raife  that  zeal  and  indignation, 

which 
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vir-hich  will  at  laft  get  the  better  of  thofe  undue  influences, 
by  which  the  Officers  of  the  Crown,  though  unknown  to 
the  feveral  boroughs,  have  been  able  to  fupplant  country 
gentlemen  of  great  characters  and  fortunes,  who  live  in  their 
neighbourhood.  I  c^o  not  fay  this  upon  idle  fpecplation. 
only.  I  live  in  a  county  where  it  is  too  well  known,  and 
I  will  appeal  to  many  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  to  more  out 
of  it  (and  who  are  fo  for  this  very  reafon)  for  the  truth  of 
this  afTertion.  It  is  a  fore  that  has  long  been  eating  into 
the  vitals  of  our  Conftitution,  and  I  hope  the  time  will  come 
when  you  will  probe  it  to  the  bottom  ;  for  if  a  Minifter 
fhould  ever  gain  a  corrupt  familiarity  with  our  boroughs,  if 
he  mould  keep  a  regifler  of  them  in  his  clofet,  and  by  fend- 
ing down  his  treafury  mandates,  mould  procure  a  fpurious 
reprefentation  of  the  People,  the  offspring  of  his  corruption, 
who  will  be  at  all  times  ready  to  reconcile  and  juftify  the 
moil  contradictory  meafures  of  his  Adminiftration,  and 
even  to  vote  every  crude,  indigefted  dream  of  their  Patron, 
into  a  law;  if  the  maintenance  of  his  power  fhould  become 
the  fole  object  of  their  attention,  and  they  fhould  be  guilty 
of  the  moil  violent  breach  of  parliamentary  trutt,  by  giving 
the  King  a  difcretionary  liberty  of  taxing  the  people  with- 
out limitation  or  cpntroul — the  laft  fatal  compliment  they 
can  pay  to  the  Crown — if  this  fhould  ever  be  the  unhappy 
circumflances  of  this  nation^  the  People,  indeed,  may  com- 
plain ;  but  the  doors  of  that  place  where  their  complaints 
ihould  be  heard,  will  f®r  ever  be  fhut  againft  them. 

The  power  of  the  Crown  is  very  juftly  apprehended  to 
be  growing  to  a  rconftrous,  I  fhould  have  faid,  too  great  a 
£ze,  and  feveral  methods  have  been  unfuccefsfully  pro- 
pofed  for  reftraining  it  within  its  proper  bounds. 

But  our  difcourfe,  I  fear,  is  of  a  complicated  nature,  and 

I  think  that  this  motion  is  wifely  intended  to  remove  the 

firft  and  principal  diforder.    Give  the  People  their  antient 

P  4  right 
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right  of  frequent  new  ele&ions  ;  they  will  reftore  the  de- 
cayed authority  of  Parliaments,  and  will  put  our  conftitu- 
fion  into  a  natural  condition  of  working  out  her  own  cure. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  I  cannot  exprefa 
a  greater  zeal  for  His  Majefty,  and  for  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  or  the  -feoaor  and  dignity  of  this  Houfe,  than  by 
feconding  the  motion  which  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
made  you, 

Sir  John  Saint  Aubyn^  March  13,  1784. 

What  may  now  be  the  way  of  thinking  with  fome  gen- 
tlemen amongft  us,  about  the  liberties  of  their  country,  I 
mall  not  pretend  to  determine,  Sir,  but  if  people's  way  of 
thinking  can  be  learned  from  their  fpeeches  and  declara- 
tions, I  am  very  certain,  that  their  former  way  of  thinking 
xvas,  that  the  liberties  of  this  country  would  not  be  prefer^ 
ved,  unlefs  fome  proper  methods  fliould  fpeedily  be  taken  for 
preventing  the  effeft  of  miniflerial  corruption,  both  in  Par- 
liament and  at  elections  ;  and  that  the  moil  proper  and  ef- 
fe£lual  method  for  this  purpofe,  was  to  make  elections 
as  frequent  as  poffible.  This,  I  am  fure,  was  formerly  their 
way  of  thinking  ;  I  hope  it  is  fo  flill ;  but  whether  it  is  fo 
or  not,  it  is  a  right  way  of  thinking ;  and  therefore  I  ihall 
conclude  what  I  have  now  to  fay,  with  a  motion  for  return- 
ing to  our  antient  method,  of  having  a  new  Parliament  every 
year  chofen.  That  this  was  our  antient  Conftitution  can- 
not be  difputed,  becaufe  it  is  fo  expreflly  declared  by  twq 
afts  of  parliament  in  Edward  III.'s  reign,  that  a  Parliament 
ftali  be  annually  holden  ;  an4  every  one  knows  that  long 
prorogations  or  adjournments  were  not  then  introduced  or 
known  ;  fo  that  the  meaning  of  both  thefe  laws  muft  be, 
that  a  Parliament  fhould  be  every  year  chofen  as  well  as  had, 
•which  is  the  opinion  of  all  thofe  that  have  wrote  upon  the 
fubjedt  ;  and  if  we  confider  the  nature  and  bufinefs  of  this 
,  it  is  certainly  agreeable  to  reafon  it  {hould  be  fof 

The 
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The  Members  of  this  Houfe,  Sir,  are  the  great  and  gene- 
ral inquifitors  of  the  nation  ;  we  are  to  take  notice  of,  and 
to  take  proper  methods  for  rcdreffing  all  the  grievances  that 
occur,  whether  they  be  fuch  as  relate  to  the  kingdom  in  ge- 
neral, or  fuch  as  relate  to  the  particular  counties,  cities,  or 
boroughs  we  reprefent.  Now,  as  grievances  are  almoft  an- 
nually occurring,  and  as  fome  grievances  are  the  more  diffi- 
cult to  be  removed,  the  longer  they  continue  ;  therefore  it 
is  neeeflary  we  mould  vifit  our  Confl;ituents,  at  leaft,  once  a 
year,  to  know  their  fentiments,  and  to  examine,  upon  the 
fpot,  the  grievances  they  complain  of  •,  but  this  is  not  to  be 
expected,  unlefs  you  make  the  elections  annual ;  for  we 
find  by  experience,  that  after  gentlemen  are  once  chofen  for 
a  long  term  of  years,  they  fix  their  abode  in  this  city,  and 
feldom  re -vifit  their  Conftituents,  till  it  becomes  neceflary 
for  them  to  go  down  to  follcit  their  votes  at  a  new  election. 
Nay,  fince  the  eftablimment  of  feptennial  Parliaments,  we 
have  often  had  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  who  never  faw  the 
borough  that  fent  them  hither,  nor  knew  any  thing  of  its 
Conftitution  or  intereft,  perhaps  could  not  recollect  its 
name,  till  they  looked  into  the  printed  lifts  of  Parliament, 
for  their  own  name,  and  there  found  they  reprefent  fuch  a 
borough. 

Another  part  of  our  bufinefs,  Sir,  is  to  reprefent  to  our 
Sovereign  the  fentiments  of  our  Conftituents,  with  regard 
to  the  measures  he  is  advifed  by  his  Minifters  to  purfue,  as 
well  as  with  regard  to  the  perfons  he  employs  in  the  execu- 
tive part  of  the  government.  If  we  ever  think  of  doing 
this  faithfully  and  fincerely,  we  muft  vifit  our  Conftituents 
at  leaft  once  a  year,  becaufe  every  year  produces  fome  new 
meafare,  and  every  year  fome  new  perfons  are  introduced 
into  public  bufinefs.  This,  I  fay,  is  another  part  of  our 
duty,  and  when  it  is  faithfully  or  fincerely  performed,  it  is 
of  great  advantage  to  the  Prince  upon  the  throne,  becaufe 
it  prevents  his  being  led  on  in  a  track  of  unpopular  meafures, 

'  till 
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till  both  he  and  his  Minifters  are  overwhelmed  in  the  tor* 
rent  of  popular  refentment,  which  often  happens  in  arbitra- 
ry countries,  where  the  Prince  is  tumbled  headlong  from 
his  throne,  before  he  knows  any  thing  of  his  having  purfued 
unpopular  or  wrong  meafures  ;  whereas,  had  he  had  timely 
information,  he  might  have  reftored  himfelf  to  the  love  and 
affection  of  hi$  fubje&s,  by  making  a  juft  facrifice  of  his 
wicked  CounfeJlors  to  the  refentment  of  his  oppreffed  peo- 
ple. As  the  Prince  can  have  no  intereft  feparate  from  his 
People,  his  intereft  if  he  rightly  confiders  it,  muft  lead  him 
to  gain  the  love  and  efteem  of  his  People,  and  to  avoid 
every  thing  that  may  give  them  difcontent  :  It  is,  therefore, 
his  intereft  to  have  always  a  Houfe  of  Commons  that  knows, 
and  will  faithfully  and  fpeedily  reprefent  to  him,  the  com- 
plaints and  grievances  of  his  People  ;  but  this  is  dire&ly  op- 
pofite  to  the  intereft  of  his  Minifters.  In  all  countries,  and 
in  this  as  much  as  any  other,  Minifters  have  an  intereft  fepa  * 
rate  from  that  of  the  People  ;  they  are  for  enriching  them- 
felves,  their  families,  tools,  and  fycophants,  at  the  expence 
of  the  People  ;  and  it  is  their  bufinefs  to  keep  all  the  ave- 
nues 'to  the  Throne  fhut  up  againft  the  complaints  of  the 
People,  left  the  Prince  mould,  as  every  wife  one  will,  facri- 
fice them  to  his  own  fecurky.  Minifters  muft,  therefore, 
be  for  having  always  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  either  does 
not  know,  or  will  not  faithfully  reprefent  to  their  Sovereign 
the  complaints  and  grievances  of  the  People  ;  and  as  we  are 
much  more  affec~led  with  what  we  fee  than  with  what  we 
only  hear  of,  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  a  Minifter  to  prevent  the 
Members  of  this  Houfe,  if  poffible,  from  ever  feeing  their 
Conftituents;  becaufe,  the  lefs  we  are  affefted  with,  the  more 
eafily  we  may  be  prevailed  on,  to  conceal  from  our  Sovereign, 
or  even  to  mifreprefent  to  him,  the  complaints  of  the  Peo* 
pie. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  is  apparently  the  intereft  of  the  King,  it  is 
apparently  -the  intereft  of  the  Country,  to  have  fhort  Par- 
liament^ 
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liaments  and  frequent  general  ele£lions  ;  but  it  is  apparent- 
ly the  intereft  of  Minifters,  efpecially  wicked  Miniilers,  to 
have  Parliaments  as  long,  and  general  ele&ions  as  feldom,  as 
poffible  ;  therefore  I  hope  it  will  be  granted,  that  annual 
Parliaments  are  more  agreeable  to  the  reafon  of  things,  and 
the  nature  of  our  Conft.itut.ion,  than  Parliaments  of  any 
longer  duration  ;  and  of  this  we  muft  be  convinced  even  to 
demonftration,  if  we  will  but  coniider,  that  we  are,  proper- 
ly fpeaking,  the  Attornies  of  the  People.  Is  it  prudent, 
is  it  reafonable,  that  any  man  mould  give  a  power  of  attor- 
ney irrevocable  for  a  long  term  of  years  ?  Shall  a  whole  peo- 
ple do  what  would  be  the  height  of  foolifhnefs  in  every  in- 
dividual ?  The  People,  or  at  leafl  fuch  of  them  as  have  any 
knowledge  of  public  affairs,  and  by  fuch  the  reft  are  general-, 
ly  governed  ;  1  fay,  the  People  may  guefs  at  what  fort  of  bu- 
iinefs  is  to  come  before  the  next  enfuing  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  they  may  choofe  an  attorney,  who,  they  think. 
has  capacity  and  integrity  enough  for  tranfadting  that  fort  of 
bufmefs  for  them  ;  but  they  cannot  fo  much  as  gucfs  at  what 
may  come  before  Parliament  in  a  courfe  of  feven  years,  nor 
can  they  depend  upon  the  continuance  of  any  man's  integri- 
ty for  fuch  a  number  of  years.  It  is  therefore  moil  unnatu^ 
ral  and  unreafonable  to  force  the  People  to  give  an  irrevoca- 
ble power  of  attorney  for  fuch  a  long  term.  The  practice 
•was  firft  introduced  under  the  reign  of  Richard  II.  and 
was  approved  of  by  a  Parliament  that  in  every  inftance  be- 
trayed the  liberties  of  the  People  they  reprefented,  and  facri- 
ficed  the  intereft  of  their  country  to  the  violent  paffions  of 
their  Sovereign  and  the  infatiable  avarice  of  his  Minifters, 
They  concealed  from  him,  or  mifreprefented  the  difcon- 
tents  andmurmurings  of  his  People  ;  and  thereby  led  him 
into  a  deceitful  fecurity,  \vh;ch  foon  ended  in  his  ruin,  and 
the  advancement  of  the  Duke  of  Hereford,  or  rather  Lancaf- 
ter,  to  the  Throne,  without  any  other  title  than  that  of  hav» 
:nc  rcfcurd  the  People  from  flavery, 

This, 
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This,  Sir,  was  the  fate  of  the  Prince  who  firft  introduced 
Jong  Parliaments  ;  and  therefore  from  experience,  as  well  as 
reafon,  we  may  be  convinced  that  fhort  Parliaments,  and 
frequent  general  elections,  are  moft  for  the  intereft  of  the 
King  ;  but  unluckily  the  intereft  of  Minifters  lies,  as  I  have 
laid,  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  not  only  for  the 
fake  of  preventing  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  from  being 
affected  with  the  cries  and  groans  of  the  People,  but  for  ano- 
ther^  reafon,  which  is  Hill  more  effectual  for  their  wicked 
purpofes  ;  I  mean,  that  of  corruption.  From  the  very  prin- 
ciple adopted  by  all  wicked  Minifters,  that  every  man  has 
his  price,  it  is  evident  to  a  demonftration,  that  a  minifte- 
rial  corruption  may  be  more  fuccefsful  at  elections  when 
they  are  but  rarely  to  happen,  than  when  they  occur  an- 
nually; and  that  a  Minifter  may  more  probably  obtain  a 
corrupt  majority  in  a  long  Parliament  than  a  fhort  one. 
To  draw  the  comparifon  between  annual  and  feptennial 
Parliaments,  and  firft  with  regard  to  elections,  in  every 
county,  in  every  little  borough  of  the  kingdom,  it  muft 
be  granted  that  there  are  fome  gentkmen  who  have  a  natural 
intereft  ;  they  are  acquainted  with  and  efteemed  by  the 
leading  men  in  the  county  or  borough  ;  and  many  of  the 
lowdr  clafs,  perhaps,  fupport  their  families  by  the  employ- 
ment they  have  from  fuch  gentlemen  and  their  friends.  If 
elections  were  allowed  to  go  in  their  natural  courfe,  fuch 
men  only  would  be  chofen  who  had  the  greateft  natural 
intereft  ;  but  againft  fuch  an  one  a  Court  candidate,  with 
the  Treafury  at  his  back,  comes  to  fet  up,  and  to  fet  up 
upon  the  minifterial  principle,  that  every  man  has  his  price; 
which,  for  argument's  fake,  I  mall  allow  to  be  a  true  one, 
and  I  am  forry  it  has  of  late  years  been  fo  much  confirmed 
by  experience.  Suppofe  then,  that  every  one  of  the  electors 
in  this  county  or  borough  has  his  price,  or  that  a  man  in 
•  tolerable  circumftances  will  facrifice  his  country,  his  friends, 
and  his,  character,  o.r  a  tradefman  his  employment,  for  what 

appears 
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appears  to  him  to  be  a  trifle ;  we  muft  therefore  fuppofe, 
that  a  man  whofe  price  is  feven  guineas,  will  not  fell  his 
vote  for  one  i  nor  will  a  man,  whofe  price  is  feven  hundred* 
fell  his  vote  for  one  hundred.  Now,  fuppofe  the  Treafury 
could  fecurc  a  majority  in  this  borough  for  feven  guineas  a 
man,  this  they  may  fpare  togive  for  a  feven-years  Parliament, 
but  cannot  fpare  to  give  fo  much  every  year :  therefore,  in 
annual  Parliaments,  this  borough  will  return  to,  and  be  go- 
verned in  its  election,  by  what  we  call  the  natural  intereft  ; 
whereas  in  feptennral  Parliaments  it  will  always  be  govern- 
ed by  corruption. 

I  know  it  may  be  faid,  Sir,  that  a  man  who  fells  his  vote 
for  feven  guineas  to  a  feptennial-parliament  candidate,  will 
fell  it  for  one  to  an  annual-parliament  candidate  ;  becaufe  he 
knows  he  may  fell  it  for  the  fame  price  yearly,  and  an  annu- 
ity of  one  guinea  yearly,  is  better  than  feven  guineas  every 
feven  years  ;  but  this,  I  am  convinced,  will,  by  experience,  be 
found  to  be  falfe.  It  is  the  largenefs  of  the  fum  that  dazzles 
both  the  avaricious  and  luxurious,  who  feldom  think  of  fu- 
turity ;  if  they  did,  they  would  never  fell  their  vote  at  an^ 
price  ;  becaufe  they  know  that  thofe  who  purchafe  mull 
fell,  and  that  by  felling  their  votes  at  any  price  they  render 
not  only  their  liberties  but  their  properties  precarious.  Be- 
fides,  no  man  can  be  allured  of  having  an  opportunity  to 
fell  his  vote  the  next  enfuing  year,  and  much  lefs  can  he  be 
fure  of  felling  it  yearly  for  feven  years  to  come  ;  he  may  die 
before  the  next  election  ;  the  Adrniniftration  may  be  chang- 
ed, and  a  new  one  fet  up,  that  does  not  ftand  in  need  of 
corruption  :  a  fpirit  may  arife  in  his  borough  that  may 
render  it  impomble  for  any  man  to  hope  for  fuccefs  by  cor- 
ruption ;  and  without  hopes  of  fuccefs  no  man  will  be  at 
the  expence  of  corrupting  :  Many  other  accidents  may  hap- 
pen for  difappointing  him  of  ever  having  an  opportunity  to 
fell  his  vote  at  an  election  ;  and  if  fo,  for  the  fake  of  one 
guinea,  or  fome  fuch  paltry  fum,  he  ftands  branded  as  long 

as 
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as  he  lives,  with  the  character  of  a  venal  betrayer  of  his 
country.  I  therefore  think  we  may  with  great  certainty 
conclude,  that  though  a  man  may  be  tempted  to  fell  his  vote 
for  feven  guineas  to  a  feptennial-parliament  candidate,  he 
\vill  difdain  to  fell  his  vote  for  one  guinea  to  an  annual-  par- 
liament candidate;  and  confequently  that  it  is  much  eafier 
for  a  Minifter  to  get  the  command  of  a  majority  of  our 
elections,  when  they  occur  but  once  in  feven  years,  than  it 
would  be,  if  they  were  made  to  recur  annually. 

Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  Parliaments,  by  the  fame  way 
of  arguing  we  rmift  be  convinced,  that  it  is  eafier  for  a  Mi- 
nifter to  gain  a  corrupt  majority  in  a  feptennial  than  an  an- 
nual Parliament.  Here  again  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  differ- 
ent men  have  different  prices,  and  that  a  man  who  will  fell 
his  vote  in  Parliament  for  7000!.  or  even  for  3500!.  would 
clifdain  to  fell  his  vote  for  loool.  Suppofe  then  a  Minifler 
Ihould  not  trouble  his  head  with  elections  ;  but  truft,  as  a 
late  Minifter  (Sir  Robert  Walpole)  wantonly  faid,  to  the  buy- 
ing the  Members  after  they  were  brought  up  to  market,  and  that 
by  this  means  a  majority  had  been  chofe  upon  the  country 
intereft  :  in  thefe  circumftances,  the  Minifter  muft  prefent- 
ly  apply  himfelf  towards  buying  off  fuch  a  number  of  that 
majority  as  may  be  neceffary  to  throw  the  majority  upon 
his  fide  of  the  queftion ;  and  is  it  not  evident,  that  in  this 
attempt  he  may  more  probably  fucceed  in  a  feptennial  than 
an  annual  Parliament  ?  In  the  former,  if  he  offers  a  penfion 
of  500!.  or  loool.  a  year,  as  long  as  the  gentleman  continues 
a  Member,  it  is  immediately  confidered  as  a  fum  of  7000!. 
or  3500!.  to  be  paid  in  feven  years  ;  but  in  the  latter,  it  can 
be  confidered  only  as  a  Jingle  tboufand,  or  a  imgIe_/£W  hundred, 
becaufe  the  gentleman  who  accepted  of  it,  and  upon  that  ac- 
count deferted  the  intereft  on  which  he  was  chofen,  would 
certainly  be  thrown  out  upon  the  next  general  election. 

Sir,  if  our  feptennial  Parliaments  be  longer  continued,  I 
fhall  not  wonder  to  fee  the  Miniiler's  letters  of  recommen-- 

datiou, 
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elation;  with  refpect  to  the  choice  of  any  candidate,  as  im« 
plicitly  obeyed  in  all  our  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  as 
the  King's  Co ngecfElire  is  now  in  the  cloyfters  of  our  epif- 
copal  cathedrals  ;  and  if  this  mould  ever  come  to  be  our  cafe, 
I  lhall  look  with  indignation  upon  every  man  who  pretends 
to  be  a  free  Briton.  The  very  pretence  would  be  an  infult 
upon  the  underftanding  of  him  it  was  addrefled  to.  We 
fhould  be  all  flaves  :  God  knows  to  whom  ;  but  I  hope 
it  never  will  be  to  any  Miniiler  from  Hanover.  I  fay,  I 
hope,  it  never  will  be  to  any  Minifter  from  Hanover ; 
though  it  is  hard  to  tell  what  a  corrupt  Parliament  may 
not  do,  what  a  corrupt  nation  may  not  do,  or  fubmit  to. 
But  happen  what  will,  I  am  refolved,  while  I  live,  to  en- 
deavour to  prevent  fuch  a  difmal  cataftrophe ;  and  there- 
fore I  mail  conclude  with  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a. 
bill  to  enforce  the  calling  of  a  new  Parliament  every  year, 
after  the  expiration  of  this  prefent  Parliament. 

Ikomas  Carczv,  Efq>Jan.  29,  1744. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  is  a  branch  of  the  Conflitu- 
tution,  that  has  been  eilablimed  by  our  own  Saxon  an- 
ceilors,  at  which  time  they  were  only  annual.  They  were 
fet  ailde  for  one  hundred  and  forty  years  by  the  Normans. 
On  their  revival  they  continued  of  mort  duration,  being 
moflly  annual,  till  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Vlllth,  where 
tyranny  was  never  complete  until  eftablifhed  by  that  long 
Parliament.  The  next  long  Parliament  was  that  common- 
ly fo  called  in  1641,  who,  by  eftablifhing  their  form  of  fit- 
ting, brought  the  greateft  deftrudtion  on  the 'Conititution. 
The  penfionary  Parliament  in'  the  reign  of  Charles  the  lid 
was  alfo  productive  of  bad  confequences  to  theConftitution  ; 
to  remedy  which  the  Triennial  Bill  was  pafied,  retraining 
them  fiom  fitting  more  than  three  years  duration.  This 
was  overturned  by  that  breach  of  the  Conflitution  in 
George  the  Firft's  reign,  tic  voting  themfelves  feptennial, 

and 
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and  pafling  the  feptennial  bill,  Though,  perhaps,  the  par- 
ticular neceffities  of  the  times  might  render  fuch  an  aft  at 
that  day  neceffary  (a  rebellion  juft  crufhed,  and  a  Pre- 
tender to  the  throne,  making  it  highly  improper  to  call  the 
people  together  at  that  time)  yet  that  necefiity  is  now  at  an 
end,  none  of  thofe  dangers  now  hanging  over  us. 

The  length  of  Parliaments  gave  up  that  power  which 
the  conftituents  ought  to  have  over  their  reprefentatives, 
that  of  frequent  examination  into  their  conduct,  and  re- 
jection of  them  if  they  thought  them  unworthy. 

That  long  Parliaments  gave  an  opportunity  for  fuch  an 
intimacy  between  the  Minifters  and  the  Members,  as  was 
always  dangerous  and  deftructive  to  the  Conftitution,  is  as 
undeniable,  as  that  the  Shortening  the  duration  of  Parlia- 
ments is  fubject  to  fewer  objections,  cfpecially  if  rendered 
annual*  than  triennial. 

Mr.  Sawbridge,  April  26,  1771. 

Frequent  Parliaments,  Sir,  are  the  antient  conftitution 
of  England,  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  them  from  the 
nature  of  all  delegated  power.  If  a  reprefentative  acts  con- 
trary to  the  duty  of  the  truft  repofed  in  him  at  the  very  firft 
feflion  of  a  Parliament,  is  it  fit  that  his  conftituents  mould 
be  compelled  to  wait  till  the  end  of  a  tedious  period  of 
feven  years,  before  they  are  to  have  an  opportunity  of  de- 
priving him  of  a  power  he  has  already  abufed  ?  I  think  the 
cafe  I  have  mentioned,  Sir,  exactly  exifts  as  to  this  very 
Parliament.  Gentlemen  have  talked  of  the  late  Parliament 
in  terms  of  reproach  and  indignation  which  fo  profligate 
an  aflembly  merited.  But  I  fear,  Sir,  the  prefent  Parlia- 
ment are  treading  in  the  fame  ileps  which  led  their  prede- 
ceffors  to  the  utter  hatred  of  the  nation.  The  people 
out  doors,  efpecially  in  the  capital,  make  no  fcruple  to  af- 
firm, that  the  majority  of  this  Houfe  have,  even  thus  early, 
in  one  great  inftance,  a£ted  contrary  to  the  plain  duty  which 

they 
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they  o\Ve  to  their  country,  and  to  the  facred  truft  repofed  in 
them.  I  allude,  Sir,  to  the  contempt  fhewn  of  the  petition  of 
fo  refpe6>able  a  body  as  the  merchants  trading  to  North 
America;  and  this  they  have  done  in  defiance  of  all  the  great 
principles  cf  the  Confutation.  I  am  forry  to  obferve,  that 
the  fear  is  become  very  general;  that  fiom  this  very  early 
abufe  of  their  truft,  the  delegated  powers  the  fame  men  have  fo 
lately  received,  for  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of  our  rights, 
will  be  employed  iri  a  courfe  of  the  next  feven  years  for  our  de- 
ftruction,  and  that  of  our  fellow  fubje&s  in  America,  and  the 
r\rin  of  our  common  liberty,  notwithftanding  the  prefent  ex- 
cellent motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  Sawbridge) 
for  fhortening  the  duration  of  Parliaments.  A  new  argument, 
Sir,  in  favour  of  the  motion  iri  your  hand,  feems  at  this  time 
to  arife  from  the  nature  of  many  of  the  petitions  for  undue  elec- 
tions, which  have  been  prefented  to  us  this  feffion.  They 
complain  chiefly  of  bribery  and  corruption.  Short  Parlia- 
ments, Sir,  if  they  did  not  totally  eradicate  this  moft  pernicious 
practice,  would  certainly  greatly  diminifti  the  evil ;  nor  at  the 
return  of  frequent  appeals  to  the  People  would  the  public 
money,  in  a  Minifter's  hands,  be  always  adequate  to  coun- 
teract the  wifnes  of  the  nation;  nor  the  floodgates  of  the 
Treafury,  being  opened  in  fuch  a  cafe,  afford  torrents  copious' 
enough  to  carry  away  all  fenfe  of  duty  to  the  Conftitution,  or 
love  of  the  country. 

I  will  only  trouble  you,  Sir,  'with  one  more  fhort  obferva- 
tion.  I  look  upon  this  motion  as  a  kind  of  left  which  muft 
come  home  to  our  confciences.  It  cannot  fail  of  meeting,  in 
this  Houfe,  the  fupnort  of  the  true  friends  of  the  Conftitution, 
of  all  who  mean  to  act  honeftly,  as  well  as  the  oppofition  of  the 
venal  and  interefted,  of  thofe  who  have  already  forgotten  their 
duty  to  their  conftituents,  and  of  thofe  who  think  lightly  cf  all 
fuch  ties  and  obligations.  Thofe  who  have  merited  well  cf 
their  conftituents  will  always  rejoice  at  the  opportunity  of  ap- 
plying for  the  moft  frequent  proofs  of  regard  and  truft,  will 
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deflre  and  folicit  this  appeal ;  who  have  acted  contrary  to  the- 
clear  dictates  of  their  duty,  will  dread  every  fuch  occafion,  and 
tremble  at  the  very  idea  of  the  fpirited  indignation  with  which 
they  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Wilkcs,  Feb.  i,  1,775. 

With  all  refpedt  and  deference  to:  this  honourable  Houfe,  I 
afTert,  that  it  is  an  obfervation  of  a  wifcr,  man  than  any  within 
thefe  walls, — I  except  not  the  right  honourable  perfonage  who 
again  fo  abty,  fo  worthily,  fo  impartially,  and  fo  unanimoufly 
fills  the  chair, — that  to  every  thing  there  is  a  feafon,  and  a  time 
io  every  purpofe  under  Heaven. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  amifs  that  I  fhould  inform  fome  noble 
Lords  and  gentlemen  in  this  auguft  alTcmbly,  that  the  words 
are  the  words  of  Solomon,  and  that  they  are  taken  from  arj  ob- 
folete  book,  commonly  called  the  Bible. 

It  is,  however,  much  to  be  feared,  that  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Sawbridge)  who  made  the  motion?  notwithftand- 
ing  all  he  has  been  faying,  has  not  paid  due  regard  to  thofe 
words  of  the  wifeft  of  men,  elfe  he  would  not  have  chofen  the 
prefent  time  to  manifefl  his  zeal  for  our  reformation ;  a  fimt 
when  fo  much  public  national  bufinefs  calls  for  our  immediate 
attention.  But  the  ruling  pafllon  will  ever  be  uppermoft;  and 
when  a  man  is  tired  of  every  thing  elfe,  he  can  mount  his  own 
hobb-y-horfe  with  alacrity. 

Sir,  I  am  a  cordial  friend  to  a  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  I 
mean  fo  far  as  relates  to  a  more  equal  reprefentation;  I  have 
voted  for  it;  I  have  fpoken  according  to  my  poor  abilities  In 
favour  of  it;  and  I  hope  to  give  it  my  fupport  again,  whenever 
I  fee  it  brought  forward  at  a  proper  time,  and  in  a  proper  man- 
ner. But  I  folemnly  declare,  that  I  think  the  honour  able  gen- 
tleman's injudicious  and  ill-timed  ardour  will  greatly  hurt  the 
caufe  he  means  to  defend ;  mibmuch,  that  if  the  Houfe  comes 
to  a  divifion  to-night,  I  doubt  whether  the  honourable  gentle- 
man's hcbby  will  carry  double  :  and  whenever  I  act  the  part  of  a 

Doa 
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Don  Quixote,  I  fhould  be  fadly  difappointed  indeed,  if  I  could 
not  get  one  poor  Sancho  Pancha  to  mount  behind  me  on  my 
Rofmante. 

Sir,  I  have  been  confidering  what  could  be. the  honourable 
gentleman's  reafons  for  bringing  on  his  motion  at  this  time, 
and  the  three  following  have  been  fuggefted  to  me  : 

1.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  think  it  would  give 
him  a  little  more  importance. 

And  indeed,  when-I.  reflect  on  the  importance  of  the  thing  it- 
felf,  and  the  many  difficulties  attending  the  execution  of  it,  the 
honourable  gentleman  cannot  think  I  depreciate  him,  when  I 
affirm,  that  all  the  weight  and  confequence,  all  the  judgement 
and  abilities  of  this  Houfe  collectively,  are  not  more  than  equal 
to  an  undertaking  of  fuch  prodigious  magnitude. 

2.  The  honourable  gentlemen  might  imagine  it  would  raife 
his  own  popularity,  and  be  the  means  of  wiping  away  from  the 
minds  of  his  conftituents  what  they  might  perhaps  think  fome 
little  faux  pas  in  his  late  conduct. 

But  I  am  far  from  thinking  he  will  be  able  to  gain  their 
favour  by  this  device,  or  at  all  raife  his  popularity  among  a 
refpedtable  body  of  fenfible,  judicious,  opulent  citizens,  from 
whom  I  am  fure  the  honourable  gentleman  has  received  no  in- 
ftmctions  to  begin  his  parliamentary  career  with  an  attempt  to 
flop  parliamentary  bufmefs. 

3.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  think,  (I  don't  fay  he 
does  fo  think,  but  there  are  abundance  of  cogitations  in  the 
Jiuman  mind,)  that  if  his  owrn  popukrity  would  be  increafed 
by  bringing  on  the  motion,   that  of  the  Minifter  would  be 
leflened  by   rejecting  or  postponing  it;  notwithstanding  the 
honourable  gentleman's  great  politenefs  and  profound  humility 
in  offering  him  the  preference  in  the  bufinefs.    But  I  mufl  fay, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Minifter  has  been  fo  uniformly  con- 
fiftent  in  favour  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  that  all  attempts 
to  injure  him  on  that  fcore  muft  appear  poor  and  futile  indeed. 
And  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  he  were  now  to  begin  on  a  bufi- 
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nefs  fo  arduous  in  itfelf,  and  which  muft  neceflarily  be  at- 
tended with  fomany  obftruclions,  that  initead  of  making  him- 
felf  more  popular,  he  would  juftly  rouze  the  popular  indigna- 
tion againft  him. 

Would  it  not  be  faid  on  all  fides,  what  is  to  become  of  loan 
and  taxes  ?  What  of  public  credit  ?  What  of  commerce  ? 
And,  after  all,  what  is  to  become  of  India  ? 

Inftead  of  difputing  by  whom  parliamentary  bufmefs  ought 
to  be  done,  why  don't  we  proceed  to  the  immediate  doing  of 
parliamentary  bunnefs  ? 

Such,  Sir,  would  be  the  language  both  within  and  without 
doors,  were  the  Minifter,  at  this  bufy  crifis,  to  bring  on  any 
projects  for  a  reform  of  Parliament.  And  I  am  fure  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  himfelf  is  of  opinion  there  are  many 
things  which  may  be  very  fit  and  proper  to  be  done  at  one  time, 
which  at  another  he  would  think  extremely  inexpedient  and 
ma!-a-propros* 

To  particularife  only  in  an  inflance  in  familiar  life.  I  have . 
heard  that  the  honourable  gentleman  is  remarkably  fond  of 
whift,  and  that  he  is  fo  excellent  a  player,  that  he  can  correct 
even  Hoyle  himfelf:  yet,  if  a  few  friends  were  to  come  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  houfe  in  the  middle  of  the  night, 
knock  up  all  his  family,  awaken  him  out  of  a  found  fleep,  and 
infill  upon  his  immediately  getting  up  and  playing  a  rubber  at 
his  favourite  game,  might  he  not  well  anfwer :  "  My  friends, 
"  what  are  you  about  ?  Are  you  out  of  your  fenfes  ?  Whilft 
**.  I  love,  and  will  play  as  many  rubbers  as  you  pleafe  to-mor- 
"  row  evening;  but  fleep  is  now  the  thing  that  I  want,  and 
"  that  my  conftitution  wants  alfo." 

Befides,  the  honourable  gentleman  might  perhaps  add, 
11  You  have  difturbed  me  in  a  moft  pleaflng  dream,  wherein 
"'-mcthought  I  was  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  mcthought 
"  we  were  dividing  on  my  motion  for  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
"  form,  and  methought  I  had  a  majority  of  more  than  200." 

I  mull 
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I  muft  therefore  addrefs  you,  my  friends,  in  the  words  of 
Horace, 

Pol  me  occidiftis  amici, 
—— — —  Cui  fie  cxtorta  voluptas, 
Et  dcmptus  per  yitr,  mentis  gratijfimus  error. 

Or  nearly  in  the  words  of  Pope, 

Afleep,  a  patriot  of  diftinguifhcd  note ; 
Awake,  reduced  unto  a  fimple  vote. 

Thus,  Sir,  have  I  endeavoured  to  fathom  the  honourable 
gentleman's  three  reafons  for  bringing  on  his  motion  at  this 
time.  They  may  indeed  go  deeper,  but  I  confefs  my  line  will 
reach  no  farther.  The  honourable  gentleman  may,  if  he 
pleafes,  diftinguifh  them  into  good,  better,  be/I,  but  I  am  obliged, 
malgtemoi,  to  view  them  in  a  different  light,  and  therefore  muft 
change  the  honourable  gentleman's  bonus,  melior,  optimus,  into 
malus,  pcjor,  pcjjimus. 

But,  Sir,  though  I  profefs  my  diflike  of  this  motion  as  be- 
ing ill  timed,  I  muft  again  declare,  that  I  heartily  approve  of 
the  thing  moved  for,  and  hope,  at  fome  proper  opportunity,  to 
have  the  honour  of  laying  before  this  Houfe  fome  new  hints 
on  the  fubje6t,  which  I  have  lately  received  from  a  very  fen« 
fible  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  my  conftituents.  But,  at  pre- 
fent,  I  (hall  not  mention  them ;  neither  {hall  I  fay  any  thing, 
however  not  much,  concerning  certain  rotten  boroughs,  out  of 
which  fo  many  half-ftarved  rats  have  crept,  as  at  times  had 
well  nigh  undermined  the  foundation  of  this  Houfe. 

We  may,  if  we  pleafe,  call  ourfelves  the  reprefentative  body 
cf  the  people ;  but  as  I  had  the  honour  of  obferving  to  you, 
Sir,  upon  a  former  occafion,  this  Houfe  exhibits  much  fuch  a 
reprefentation  of  the  people,  as  you  yourfelf  do  of  this  Houfe, 
when  you  are  ftarving  in  St.  Margaret's  church  on  the  3Oth 
of  January,  and  fome  of  your  attendants,  perhaps,  counting  the 
moments  of  the  preacher's  fermon.  But,  Sir,  there  is  an  old 
Q.3  adage, 
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adage,  that  friends  in  dijirefs  make  for  row  the  lefs,  and  you  have, 
at  leaft,  the  comfort  of  knowing  that  a  ftill  more  diilin- 
guimed  perfonage  than  yourfelf,  the  great  aud  learned  repre- 
fentative  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  is  aj  the  fame  moment  un- 
dergoing the  fame  annual  frigid  difcipline  not  100  miles  diftant 
from  you. 

I  beg  pafrdon,  Sir,  for  this  digrefllon ;  however,  I  am  per- 
fectly orderly ;  for  I  am  fpeaking  of  unequal  reprefentation ; 
but  the  fubject  being  too  delicate  to  dwell  upon,  1  fhall  imme- 
diately go  back  to  my  point. 

Sir,  it  is  notorious  that  fome  worthy  members  of  this  Houfe 
have  no  conftituents,  perhaps  only  one  conftituent,  and  perhaps 
the'mfelves  both  the  conjlituent  and  the  conjlitucc.  Hence  thofe 
offenfive  exprefiions  to  the  ear  of  independence,  "  Lord  Such- 
an-one's  borough,  Mr.  Such-an-one's  borough."  Well,  then, 
might  the  ingenious  member  for  Kirkwall,  alias  the  hopeful 
member  for  Weftminfter,  (for  I  prefume  he  is  full  cf  hopes  of 
fuccefs),  find  out  that  the  'Voice  of  the  people  both  is,  and  is 
not,  to  be  heard  in  this  Houfe.  Here,  Sir,  what  is  wrong,  and 
what  is  wanted,  muft  appear  to  every  man;  but  how  to 
rectify  the  wrong,  and  fupply  the  want,  has  puzzled,  and  will 
puzzle,  much  wifer  heads  than  the  honourable  gentleman's  and 
mine. 

Thofe  gentlemen,  indeed,  who  make  no  fcruple  of  voting 
away  rights  and  charters,  may  think  there  is  an  eafy  method 
of  getting  rid  of  as  many  rotten  boroughs  as  they  pleafe ;  but 
as  fome  fuch  gentlemen  reprefent  fome  fuch  boroughs,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think,  that  when  it  comes  to  themfelves,  they  will 
alter  their  fentiments,  and  perceive  a  flagrant  injuftice  in  their 
own  cafe,  which  had  no  exiftence  where  the  confiscation  of  the 
property  of  a  great  refpedtable  company  was  to  be  the  effect  of 
th,eir  aye  or  no, 

Men  of  wit  may  ridicule  the  idea  of  Parliamentary  Re- 
form, by  faying,  that  a  tinker  had  rather  mend  a  kettle  than  the 
and  a  labourer  rather  make  a  faggot  than  make  lawn, 
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&c.  And  where  is  the  thing,  however  excellent,  which  has 
not  been  ridiculed  ?  'But  as  to  arguments,  I  muft  hear  better 
than  any  I  have  yet  heard,  to  convince  me  that  a  Parliamen- 
tary Reform  is  not  much  wanted,  and  much  to  be  wifhed. 

As  to  the  ftale  cry  of  Innovation!  Innovation!  it  is  fo  very 
abfurd,  that  it  is  fit  only  for  the  lips  of  bis  Hdinefs,  or  old 
Mother  Goofe.  If  this  plea  were  to  .be  admitted,  good  night  to 
every  thing  but  to  ignorance  and  barbarifm.  According  to 
this  plea,  no  one  thing  that  is  wrong  ought  ever  to  be  amended. 
Nay,  the  longer  abufe  and  error  have  exifted,  the  longer  they 
ought  to  exift ;  and  the  ftate  or  nation,  which  has  groaned  for 
centuries  under  any  particular  grievance,  ought  to  bear  the 
Tjurden  of  that  grievance  as  long  as  the  world  ftands.  Even 
injuftice  may  be  fanctified  by  time,  and  oppreffion  by  being 
opprefTed, 

If  this  doftrine  had  always  been  adhered  to,  where  would 
have  been  many  of  our  civil  liberties  at  this  day,  when  we 
withftood  not  the  imaginary,  but  the  real  arbitrary  ideas  of 
prerogative,  which  fome  contended  for  .as  the  very  bafisof  the 
Constitution,  and  which  would  have  made  the  Englifh  diadem 
as  abfolute  as  that  of  France  ?  Above  all,  where  would  have 
been  that  religion,  which  came  down  to  us  ftreaming  in  the 
blood  of  Proteftants,  Martyrs,  and  Confeflors?  That  reli- 
gion, which,  however  defpifed  and  ridiculed  it  may  be  in  this 
degenerate  day  of  profligacy  and  diffipation,  inftead  of  being 
afhamed  of,  we  ought  to  glory  in,  and  to  make  the  rule  of  all 
our  conduct,  both  in  public  and  private  life. 

Overwhelmed  by  arbitrary  power,  and  funk  into  the  dregs  of 
Popilh  fuperftition,  we  ihould  now  have  had  nothing  to  con- 
(ble  ourfelves  with  but  the  reflection  of  having  fteered  clear  of 
every  attempt  towards  any  reformation  either  in  Church  or 
State,  for  fear  of  the  danger  of  innovation. 

According  to  this  doctrine,  the  man  who  has  an  unhealthy 

ilate  of  body  ought  never  to  be  cured;  or,  if  he  fend  for  the 

phyfician,  the  wife  doctor  fhall  {hake  his  head  and  fay,  "  To 
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be  fure,  Sir,  you  are  but  in  a  bad  way,  but  I  fliall  not  attempt 
to  adminifter  any  relief  to  you.  You  have  been  fick  fo  long, 
that  fick  by  all  means  you  ought  to  continue." 

Now,  Sir,  I  fuppofe  nobody  will  affirm  that  there  are  no  dif- 
eafes  in  the  body  politic,  as  well  as  in  the  body  natural ;  and  I 
fuppofe  that  nobody  will  deny  that  the  great  body  politic  of 
this  kingdom  has  been  for  feveral  years  paft,  (indeed  ever  fmce 
the  Adminiitration  of  one,  whofe  name  can  never  be  men- 
tioned but  with  veneration  in  this  Houfe,  I  need  not  lay  I 
mean  the  great  Earl  of  Chatham,)  in  an  atrophy,  and  during 
the  time  that  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  held  the  reins, 
in  a  galloping  ccnfumption*  We  have  .tried  bleeding  long 
enough,  and  bleeding  with  leeches  too;  I  have  no  objection  to 
try  the  alterative  in  queiiion,  when  the  body  is  in  a  fit  frate  to 
receive  it:  but  lam  fure,  for  the  reafons  already  given,  thap 
at  prefent  it  is  not;  and  nobody  but  an  empiric  or  quack  who 
is  totally  unfkilled  in  the  knowledge  of  political  chemicals  and 
galenicals,  will  fay  that  it  is. 

If  I  have  talked  too  long  in  the  medical  ftile,  I  humbly 
hope  the  Houfe  will  pardon  me,  and  I  am  fure  I  fhall  meet 
with  the  indulgence  of  a  learned  Lord,  I  mean  the  Lord  Rector 
of  Glafgow ;  though,  alas  !  all  his  prefcriptions  the  other  night 
had  no  other  effect  than  to  procure  the  eafy  difmiflion  of  his 
patient  without  a  ftruggle,  or  without  a  groan.  And  1  am 
fure  it  was  to  the  general  fatisfaction  of  this  afiembly,  that  the 
poor  creature  went  off  fo  eafily  and  fo  peaceably.  He  knew 
it  would  be  contrary  to  order  for  him  now  to  fay  any  thing  of 
that  learned  Lord's  fpeech ;  but  as  the  learned  Lord  was  pleafed 
to  aflert,  that  when  a  right  honourable  Secretary  brought  in 
the  India  bill,  he  wifhed  for  neither  power  nor  emolument  to 
himfelf  or  friends,  but  that  he  acted  from  noble  motives,  and 
defpifed  all  fuch  trifles;  he  would  juft  take  the  liberty  of  ob- 
ferving,  en  pajjant,  that  there  was  an  old  frble  they  were  all 
well  acquainted  with,  which  fays,  "  That  when  Reynard 
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•leapt  very  high  at  the  grapes  and  could  not  reach  them,   he 
fneaked  ofF,  and  faid  they  were  four." 

Now,  Sir,  after  all  I  have  faid,  on  which  fide  muft  I  give 
my  voice  ?  >  I  certainly  fliall  not  vote  againft  a  meafure  which 
I  heartily  wifh,  at  a  proper  time,  to  fee  adopted :  but  as  I  think 
this  is  by  no  means  fuch  a  time,  I  /hall  do,  Sir,  what  you 
would  be  very  glad  to  join  me  in,  (but,  alas !  dignity  of  office 
debars  you  of  the  privilege),  I  fhall  leave  the  honourable  com- 
batants to  fight  it  out  among  themfelves,  andihallgo  home  and 
try  to  get  a  good  night's  reft. 

You,  Sir,  have  had  the  repeated  pleafure  and  benefit  of  hear- 
ing every  fpeech  which  has  been  delivered  on  the  fubjedl  for 
fome  years  paR,  and  therefore  mufl  have  made  up  your  mind 
on  the  point.  But  whether  you  are  for  a  reform  in  the  repre- 
Mentation  or  duration  of  Parliament,  or  whether  with  the  noble 
•fpQufe  pf  the  late  right  honourable  Secretary,  you  think  both 
had  better  be  deferred  ad  Calendas  Grccas,  1  will  anfwer  for  you, 
Sir,  that  you  think  a  reform  in  the  duration  of  our  debates,  and 
I  will  fay  in  the  duration  of  our  motions  too,  would  be  highly 
praife  worthy.  And  if  to  thefe  I  add  a  reform  in  our  tempers 
whilft  debating,  I  believe  I  fhould  be  joined  by  the  whole 
Houfe  ncm.  con. 

-  A?,  therefore,  I  began  with  one  faying  of  the  wife  man,  I 
fhall  end  v.ith  another, ;  which  is,  An  angry  man  Jl'irreth  up 
(irife)  and  a  furiws  man  alcundeth  in  tranfgrcjjion.  But  a  foft 
anfwer  turnctb  away  wrath. 

Sir  Richard  Hill,  June  17,'  1784. 

A  noble  Lord  (Lord  North),  formerly  the  Minifter  of  this 
kingdom,  has  endeavoured  to  convince  the  right  honourable 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  he  is  bound  no  longer,  by 
his  engagements  to  the  public,  to  fupport  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form; which,  therefore,  the  ncble  Lord  advifes  him  to  relin- 
quifh.  Sir,  the  friends  of  the  light  honourable  Chancellor  are 
under  no  appreheniion  that  he  will  take  his  Lordfhip's  advice, 

not 
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not  only  from  their  being  convinced  that  his  Lofdfhip  is  the 
laft  man  in  the  kingdom  whole  advice  he  would  chufe  to  take, 
or  whofe  example  he  would  wiili  to  follow,  but  from  the  ftill 
Wronger  reafon  of  their  being  perfectly  afTured  that  no  con- 
fideration  under  Heaven  would  induce  him  to  abandon  an  ob- 
ject which  he  believes  effential  to  the  happinefs  of  his  coun- 
try. The  arguments  of  thofe  who,  in  the  courfe  of  the  de- 
bate, have  endeavoured  to  combat  the  propriety  of  this  mo- 
tion, feem  to  be  reducible  to  three  fpecific  objections :  the  firft 
is,  that  the  people  do  not  wifh  for  a  reform  in  Parliament. 
The  fecond  is,  that  whatever  may  be  the  wifties  of  the  people, 
a  reform  in  Parliament  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  public.  The  laft  is,  that,  abftractedly  from  all 
other  confiderations,  this  particular  mode  of  effecting  a  reform 
in  Parliament  is  dangerous,  and  the  time  highly  inexpedient. 

To  each  of  thefe  objections  it  is  eafy  to  reply  :  my  argu- 
ments will  be  fhort  and  few. 

In  the  firfl  place,  it  is  faid  the  people  do  not  wifli  for  a  re- 
form. In  anfwer  to  this  aflertion,  I  can  appeal  with  confidence 
to  the  language  of  the  moft  popular  candidates  in  all  the  po- 
pular elections ;  for  if  we  may  judge  of  the  wifhes  of  the  peo- 
ple by  the  arguments  which  thofe,  who  are  candidates  for  their 
favour,  make  ufe  of  to  conciliate  their  efteem,  we  muft  be  con- 
vinced that  a  Parliamentary  Reform  is,  of  all  objects,  that 
which  the  people  have  moft  at  heart. 

The  noble  Lord  has  faid,  that  he  believes  no  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons more  popular  than  the  prefent  has  ever  exifted  in  tke 
kingdom — none,  for  fo  he  muft  mean,  that  ever  enjoyed,  in  a 
more  ample  degree,  the  good  opinion  and  confidence  of  the 
people.  I  perfectly  agree  with  him  in  this  belief,  and  therefore 
I  am  confident  that  a  reform  in  Parliament,  which  was  always 
the  public  av/&,  is  now,  perhaps,  for  the  firft  time,  the  public 
expectation  too :  for  the  people  are  periuaded,  that  whatever 
were  the  fentiments  of  the  late  Parliament,  you  will  not  blame 
their  endeavours  to  procure^  not  that  ideal  and  abfurd  equality 

which 
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which  the  noble  Lord  ridicules  and  condemns,  but  that  erdarge- 
•  ment  of  their  political  freedom  which  is  eflential  to  the  fecu- 
rity  of  their  civil  rights.  They  wilh  to  place  as  many  guards 
as  poflible  around  thofe  high  privileges,  which  they  alone,  of 
all  the  principal  nations  of  Europe,  continue  to  enjoy,  but 
which  they  well  know  muft  ceafe  with  them  alfo,  whenever 
they  (hall  ceafe  to  be  the  conftant  objects  of  their  care. 

They  are  confident,  therefore,  that  you  will  not  biame  their 
zeal,  if  following  the  example  of  their  ancefiois,  they  endea- 
vour to  preferve  their  conftitution,  by  arrefUng  the  progrefs  of 
abufe,  and  by  endeavouring  to  obtain  fuch  new  regulations  as 
the  common  fenfe  and  the  common  feelings  of  mankind  re- 
commend. To  that  common  fenfe  and  to  thofe  feelings  they 
appeal,  from  the  ..flertions  of  the  noble  Lord,  when  he  declares, 
that  for  a  reform  of  Parliament  there  is  no  plea,  either  of  ne- 
cefflty  or  ufe;  for  they  a(k,  "  Is  it  not  unwile  to  give  to  an 
"  agent  fuch  a  continuance  of  power  as  muft  render  him  inde- 
"  pendent  of  his  employers,  and  encourage  him  to  ufe,  for  his 
*'  own  benefit,  that  authority  that  was  given  him  for  theirs  ? 
"  In  private  life,  this  would  be  confidered  as  the  excefs  of 
"  folly;  in  public  life,  it  isimpoflible  it  fhouldbe  wifdom." 

The  people,  fays  the  noble  Lord,  have  no  reafon  to  wiih  for 
a  reform.  They  think  they  have  the  moft  forcible  of  all  rea- 
fons,  a  certainty  founded  on  their  own  experience,  that  no  de- 
legated power  will  long  be  faithfully  exercifed,  unlefs  it  fre- 
quently return  to  thole  by  whom  it  was  bellowed. 

Are  they  alked  for  proofs  of  this  aflertion,  their  anfwer  is, 
"  a  national  debt  of  250  millions  j"  a  debt  which  no  credulity 
can  believe  the  people  themfelves  would  have  contracted ; 
which  no  credulity  can-  believe  the  reprefentatives  oi"  the  peo- 
ple would  have  contracted,  if  they  had  had  no  intereft  but  that 
of  the  people;  a  debt,  of  which  we  know  that  much  has  been 
contracted  in  a  way  that  profligacy  itielf  will  not  dare  to  jui- 
tify;  for  in  one  fmgle  year,  to  fay  nothing  of  o"';  >  :s,  to 
charge  twcrty-one  millions  of  money  to  thr  national  ..  \  , 
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when  only  tivck-c  millions  were  borrowed,  Is  a  tranfaction  which 
no  man  living  will  have  the  hardihood,  in  the  face  of  his  coun- 
try, to  defend. 

The  noble  Lord  talks  of  a,reform  in  Parliament  as  of  entire 
ruin  to  the  Constitution.  The  people  will  tell  him  that  they 
have  not  forgotten,  though  it  feems  he  has,  that  within  the  me- 
mory of  perfons  now  living  the  Parliaments  of  this  country 
were  triennial;  they  will  tell  him,  that  to  this  hour  they  muft 
have  continued  triennial,  if  the  firft  principles  of  the  Confti- 
tution  had  not  been  abandoned,  and  its  moft  facred  rules 
groffly  and  indecently  violated;  for  if  there  is  any  one  maxim 
of  the  Conftitution  which,  more  than  another,  challenges  par- 
ticular regard ;  if  there  is  any  one  to  which  a  peculiar  fanctity 
belongs,  it  is  the  maxim  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  fhall  be 
appointed  by  the  people ;  whereas  that  Houfe  of  Commons  that 
repealed  the  Triennial  Act  was,  as  to  the  laft  four  years  of  its 
exiftence,  felf-appointed.  The  people  empowered  them  to 
make  laws,  they  did  not  empower  them  to  make  IcgiJIatcrs. 

To  reftcre  to  the  people  a  benefit,  of  which  they  were  fo 
unconftitutionally,  fo  unjuftly,  fo  tyrannically  deprived,  is  an 
object  which  every  friend  to  the  people  muft  have  moft  fm- 
cerely  at  heart. 

I  know  I  (hall  be  told,  that  if  triennial  Parliaments  mould 
be  reftored,  the  expence,  by  being  doubly  frequent,  would  be- 
come an  intolerable  evil.  My  anfwer  is,  that  if  the  evil 
fhould  be  intolerable,  it  muft  be  of  fhort  continuance;  its  mag- 
nitude will  enforce  correction ;  and  indeed  there  is  much  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  till  the  frequency  of  elections  fhall  have 
made  the  expence  intolerable,  no  effectual  law  for  reftraining 
that  expence  ever  will  be  palled. 

The  noble  Lord  hasdefcribed  the  defects  in  ourprefent  Con- 
ftitution as  blemimes  of  no  account,  as  fpots  whiph  the  fharpeft 
eye  finds  it  difficult  to  trace.  On  behalf  of  the  people,  permit 
me  to  tell  his  Lordfliip  what  they  think  of  thefe  fhadowy  de- 
fects, thefe  blemifhes  of  difficult  difcernment.  Is  it  not,  they 

fay, 
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fay,  contrary  to  all  reafon,  that  lefs  than  feven  thoufand  elec- 
tors fhould  return  a  majority  of  the  reprefentatives  of  feven 
millions  of  people?  Is  it  not  unjuft  in  the  higheft  degree, 
that  twelve  ele&jors  fhouhl  return  twelve  members  of  Parlia- 
ment, when  the  whole  city  of  London  returns  but  four?  Is 
it  not  the  excefs  of  folly  that  places  without  inhabitants,  and 
without  lioufes,  fhould  have  reprefentatives  in  Parliament, 
when  Manchefter,  and  Leeds,  and  Birmingham,  have  none  ? 
Sir,  the  people  know  not  in  what  fenfe  of  the  word  the  late 
Houfe  of  Commons  could  be  called  their  reprefentatives, 
"  when  their  language  (fay  they)  was  contrary  to  our  fenti-. 
ments,  and  their  conduct  abhorrent  to  our  xvimes." 

The  noble  Lord  tells  us,  that  the  late  Houfe  of  Commons 
was  not  charged  with -being  too  much  fuljefted  to  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown;  they  were  not,  he  fays,  diffolved  for  this  ^ 
crime.  Sir,  the  late  Houfe  of  Commons  were  accuied  of  not 
fpeaking  the  fenfe  of  their  conflituents;  this  was- the  offence 
for  which  they  were  diflblved.  From  the  dangerous  defigns 
of  that  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  interference  of  the  Crown  has 
fortunately  faved  us ;  but  let  us  not  therefore  think  that  the 
Constitution  is  fecure:  for  what  if  the  Crown,  at  fome  future, 
period,  fhould  join  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againfl  the  Peo- 
ple— What  if  the  illegal  decrees  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
ihould  be  fupported  by  the  army;  thofe  peace  officers,  as  they 
have  been  called,  with  bayonets  in  their  hands — Where  then 
will  be  found  the  boafted  fecurity  of  the  British  Conftitution? 
Where  then  will  be  the  difference  between  the  freedom  of  Eng- 
land and  the  flavery  of  France? 

The  noble  Lord  feems  to  be  imprefled  with  melancholy  ap-  . 
prehenfions  of  the  dangers  that  may  follow  the  appointment 
of  fuch  a  Committee  as  the  motion  before  you  defcribes.    For  .. 
my  own  part,  I  cannot  think  fo  irreverently  of  the  Houfe  as 
to  believe  that  the  number  it  contains  of  wife  and  moderate 
men  is  fo  fmall,  as  not  to  furnifh  the  very  few  that  are  requi-. 
iite  to  compofe  a  Select  Committee.     I  am  con£dsnt  that  a 

largi 
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Inrge  proportion  of  the  Hcmfe  ccnfifh  of  men  whofe  zeal  is 
tempered  with  prudence,  whofe  ardour  is  guided  by  know- 
ledge, and  who  think,  that  were  they  named  to  fuch  a  Com- 
mittee, their  bufinefs  would  be  not  to  invent  fyflems  of  ideal, 
unattainable  good,  but  to  point  out  to  the  Houfe  the  defe&s 
in  the  preieut  ftate  cf  the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  and 
to  fuggeft  fuch  remedies  to  thofe  defecls  as  are  beft  fuited 
to  the  laws,  and  moil  confonant  to  the  genius  of  the  Confli- 
tution. 

Some  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  preceded  the  noble  Lord  in 
the  debate  have  obiected  to  the  motion,  from  an  idea  that  the 
prefent  is  not  the  feafon  for  deciding  on  bufinefs  of  fuch  infi- 
nite importance. 

Sir,  I  am  convinced,  and  I  fpeak  it  with  much  concern,  that 
a  reform  in  Parliament  is  a  matter  of  immediate  neceffity ;  for 
when  the  executive  power  of  our  Eaft-India  dominions  fhall 
be  placed  in  the  Crown,  and  no  where  elfe  can  it  be  conflitu- 
tionally  placed,  who  does  not  forefee  that,  without  a  reform 
in  Parliament,  an  overwhelming  influence  will  bear  down  the 
flrongeft  barriers  of  the  Conftitution  ?  The  noble  Lord  will 
advife  us  to  veft  the  government  of  our  India  pofleffions  in 
Commiffioners  appointed  by  Parliament,  and  to  give  executive 
power  to  the  delegates  of  the  people.  But  God  forbid  that  his 
advice  fhould  be  followed,  for  that  would  be  to  deftroy  the 
very  foundations  of  our  Government,  and  to  break  up  the  very 
ground  on  which  the  Conftitution  Hands  !  On  the  other 
hand,  it  equally  concerns  us  to  beware  of  increafing  the  power 
of  the  Crown,  without  ftrengthening  at  the  fame  time  the 
fences  of  the  people's  freedom. 

To  avoid  the  evils  of  this  unhappy  dilemma,  that  of  an  im- 
mediate furrender  of  our  Conftitution  on  the  one  hand,  or  on 
the  other  that  of  deftroying  the  balance  of  its  powers,  which 
muft  ultimately  terminate  in  its  ruin,  no  other  way  prefents 
itfelf  to  our  choice,  but  that  of  fhortening  the  duration  of 
Parliaments,  and  guarding  againft  an  increafe  in  the  influ- 
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ence  of  the  Crown,  by  reforming  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  Bea:ifoy,  June  17,  1784. 

If  the  queftiofc  to  which  I  have  the  honour  of  calling  your 
notice  this  day  had  not  fo  long  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  and  the  Public,  its  magnitude  and  importance  are  fo  ob- 
vious, that  it  would  have  been  fufficient  for  me  barely  to  have 
ftated  it,  in  order  to  have  drawn  to  it  that  ferious  confideration 
to  which  it  ftands  fo  amply  entitled.  This  Houfe  has,  from 
its  e.irlieft  infancy,  imbibed  a  reverence  for  the  Conftituuon  of 
the  country;  not  a  blind  enthufiafm  for  the  Conflitution,  that 
would  not  let  it  fee  its  few  imperfections  as  well  as  its  many 
excellent  and  glorious  advantages,  but  a  real  regard  for  it, 
founded  on  good  fenfe,  and  a  juft  eftimation  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  the  bleflings  derived  under  it,  in  confequence 
of  the  mare  the  people  have  in  their  own  government.  This 
it  is  that  constitutes  its  chief  excellence,  fince  it  makes  it  the 
object  of  the  general  intereft  of  the  people,  and  renders  it  pe- 
culiarly deferving  of  their  veneration  and  watchfulnefs.  It 
has  engaged  my  attention  and  regard  from  the  earlieft  period 
that  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  politics  of  the  country;  and 
though  the  more  I  examined  it,  and  the  more  I  compared  it 
with  the  conflitution  of  other  countries,  the  more  I  \vas  led- 
to  admire  it,  and  to  feel  its  fuperiority  over  that  of  every  coun- 
try in  Europe;  yet,  fuperior  as  it  was,  I  was  obliged,  upon 
conviction,  to  declare,  that  it  was  not  altogether  exempt  from 
thofe  imperfections  to  which  all  human  institutions  are  more 
or  lefs  liable.  Abfolute  perfection,  undoubtedly,  is  not  to  be 
expected;  but  it  ought  to  be  the  endeavour  of  every  man  who 
profefles  or  feels  the  leafl  love  and  reverence  for  that  Confti- 
tution,  fo  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  liberties  of  ail  who  live 
under  it,  to  carry  it  as  near  to  perfection  as  from  its  nature  it 
is  capable  of  being  rendered.  Imprefled  with  this  idea,  and 
fmcerely  anxious  for  fecuring  to  the  public  that  Conflttutjon 

to 
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to  which  we  all  fland  fo  much  indebted,  I  at  a  former  period 
offered  my  thoughts  on  the  neceffity  of  adopting  fome  propo- 
iition  or  other,  by  way  of  alteration  and  reform,  with  a  view 
to  keeping  up  the  popular  weight  in  the  balance  of  the  ConfU- 
tution,  and  of  adapting  it  to  the  circumftances  of  the  times, 
and  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the  moment.  What  I  at  that 
time  felt,  with  regard  to  the  neceffity  for  fome  alteration,  has 
been  fmce  ftrengthened  and  confirmed  by  each  day's  experi- 
ence, at  a  period  not  unfruitful  in  political  events.  The  fub- 
ject  has  long  engaged  my  mind ;  and  the  more  I  reflected  upon 
it,  the  more  I  was  convinced,  an  amendment  OR  fober  and  de- 
liberate grounds  was  neceffary  to  all  the  parts  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion;  the  balancing  of  which  exactly  is  the  circumiTance 
which  makes  that  glory  and  happinefs  Englifhmen  fo  much 
boalt  of,  and  foreigners  fo  much  admire,  as  the  peculiar  cha- 
racleriflic  of  the  Britifh  Government.  Formerly  I  have  ex- 
perienced the  misfortune  of  failing  in  the  different  propclltions 
I  have  at  different  times  urged;  a  failure  that  might  eafily  be 
accounted  for  on  a  variety  of  grounds :  I  rife,  however,  with 
different  hopes  of  fuccefs  this  day.  With  regard  to  the  Houfe, 
it  is  entirely  a  new  queftion;  nor  is  it  only  a  new  queftion  to 
the  Koufe,  but  totally  and  completely  a  new  queftion.  The 
vote  of  laft  year  has  not  been  decifive  upon  the  queftiori  that 
has  been  propofed ;  but  the  queftion  I  mall  have  the  honour  to 
move  this  day  has  never  been  rejected  by  any  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, nor  ftated  in  any  public  aflembly.  It  is  not  on  general 
topics  that  the  prefent  quefHon  ought  to  be  decided,  but  upon 
its  own, particular  merits;  all  I  have  to  beg  therefore,  and  I  do 
moft  earneftly  implore,  is,  that  they  will  lay  out  of  their  minds 
all  previous  prejudices,  and  all  opinions  formerly  entertained 
upon  the  general  topics  of  Parliamentary  Reform.  On  thofe" 
general  topics,  barely  and  nakedly  flated,  there  could  be  no  di- 
verlity  of  opinion.  That  the  Conftitution  of  this  country 
ought  net  to  be  lightly  touched,  or  experimentally  altered, 
njerely  upon  fpecuhticn  ~nd  vii;onary  fancies,  is  an  opinion 

that 
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that  no  man  can  contradict :  as  little  is  it  to  be  denied,  that  if 
there  are  defects  exifting  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  and  which  might  be  amended  without  rifk  in  the  attempt, 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  deterred  by  imaginary  and  by  loofe 
and  general  alarms,  founded  on  fuppofed  defigns  of  dangerous 
innovation  and  experiment.  1  am  happy  to  fay,  that  the  out- 
lines of  the  meafure  I  fhall  propofe  give  the  faireft  profpedt  of 
fuccefs.  A  Houfe  of  Commons  truly  reprefenting  the  Peo- 
ple of  England,  is  not  a  queftion  of  exact  reprefentation,  or  of 
the  exact  {hare  which  every  individual  has  in  the  government 
of  the  country ;  but  luch  a  reprefentation  of  the  People  in 
Parliament  as  mall  clofely  connect  the  reprefentative  body  with 
all  their  conftituents,  and  preferve  and  fecure  the  fympathy  of 
the  Conftitution.  In  effecting  this,  I  do  not  expect  abfolute 
and  complete  perfection ;  but  it  ought  to  be  our  endeavour  to 
aim  at  obtaining  the  true  end  of  the  Conftitution,  and  reftor- 
ing  its  fpirit  more  completely.  It  is  our  duty  to  look  at  that 
object  ferioufly  and  earneftly.  With  this  view,  let  us  turn  our 
eyes  back  to  the  original  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
we  mail  fee  that  its  grand  principle  is,  that  the  People  fhall 
have  a  mare  of  the  Government,  by  a  juft  reprefentation  in 
Parliament.  No  man  will  difagree  to  thofe  leading  principles  ; 
nor  will  any  man  deny,  that  if  the  Conftitution  is  to  be  framed 
anew,  that  the  exifting  mode  ofv  reprefentation  is  not  the  moil 
likely  mode  of  infuring  the  fympathy  of  the  Conftitution,  or 
of  preferving  the  interefts  of  the  People.  Undoubtedly,  as  it 
{lands  at  prefent,  there  are  grofs  and  palpable  defects  in  the 
mode  of  reprefentation,  which  call  loudly  for  reform ;  but  I 
am  perfectly  fure  that  fuch  reform  muft  be  effected  by  fome 
temperate  and  moderate  alteration,  gently  adminiftered.  The 
great  obftacles  to  an  amendment  in  the  mode  of  reprefenta- 
tion, and  the  objections  moft  infifted  on  by  thofe  who  are  the 
profefled  enemies  of  reform,  I  take  to  be  thefe :  Firft,  an  al- 
teration in  the  number  of  members  of  the  Houfe;  fecondly> 
any  attempt  to  alter  the  mode  of  reprefentation  by  disfarnchife- 
Vox.  II.  R  ment 
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rnent  of  boroughs  as  an  aft  of  power;  and,  thirdly,  the  ge* 
neral  dread  of  innovation  and  experiment.  And  thefe  three  I 
confider  as  including  all  the  principal  objections  to  an  alteration 
in  the  mode  of  reprefentation ;  but  the  latter  I  take  to  be  the 
ftrongeft  objection  of  all;  the  danger  of  innovating  upon  a 
fabric  built  with  fo  much  wifdoin,  and  under  which  fo  many 
bleflings  have  been  experienced,  having  been  laid  moft  flrefs 
upon  by  the-  enemies  of  reform ;  who  have  contended,  that  the 
making  one  amendment  will  unfettle  the  foundation  of  the 
Co-nftitution,  open  a  door  to  more  amendments,  and  that  there 
will  be  no  end  to  alterations  in  future.  [A  cry  of  Hear  T 
Hear !]  The  meafure  which  I  fhall  propofe  has  a  tendency 
to  extinguish  thefe  objections,  to  give  the  Conftitution  an  uni- 
formity, to  render  future  alterations  wholly  unneceflary,  and, 
as  far  as  in  the  nature  of  things  is  poflible,  to  make  our  fres 
Conftitution  immortal.  This,  I  truft,  will  appear,  when  I 
{hall  Hate  to  the  Houfe  the  detail  of  the  plan  I  have  in  con- 
templation to  propofe.  It  is  only  necefTar'y  for  me  to  declare, 
that  I  fhall  neither  propofe  to  alter  the  number  of  the  mem- 
bers, nor  to  disfranchife  by  an  a6l  of  power  any  one  man  in 
the  country,  nor  to  ftiake  the  foundation  on  which  the  Con- 
ilitution  flands ;  nor,  in  fine,  to  make  any  innovation  what- 
ever, but  merely  to  recur  to  the  original  principles  of  the 
Conftitution,  and  reftore  them.  There  is  one  leading  princi- 
ple in  our  Conftitution  that  has  exifted  from  the  earlieft  pe- 
xiods,  viz.  that  no  intereft  in  the  country  is  unreprefented, 
Upon  referring  to  the  hiftory  of  Parliaments  and  the  Confti- 
tution, it  will  be  found,  that  when  Parliaments  firft  began, 
the  reprefentation  confifted  of  a  reprefentation  of  the  landed 
interefts,  and  a  teprefentation  of  certain  cities,  towns,  and 
boroughs,  of  the  kingdom.  The  earlieft  period  when  Parlia- 
ments took  any  precife  form,  or  became  in  any  fort  refpe6l- 
able,  was  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  from  which  time 
ta  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  there  have  been  various 
additions  and  diminutions  made,  -  It  is  svident  therefore,  that 
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•i  what  I  fhafl  propofe,  fo  far  from  its  being  unprecedented,  is 
warranted  by  precedents  in  all  periods  of  our  hiftory.  It  has 
been  an  original  principle^  to  lodge  a  difcretion  in  the  execu- 
tive authority  to  fummon  to  Parliament.  That  difcretion 
now  no  longer  exifts:  perhaps  it  has  not  been  always  well 
exercifed,  but  it  is  in  principle  to  be  exercifed  on  public 
grounds  and  for  public  objects.  It  remains  for  us  to  inquire 
into  two  circum fiances:  Firft,  if  it  has  been  exercifed  other- 
wife  than  difcreetly;  and  fecondly,  if  alterations  that  have 
taken  place  fince  the  period  in  which  it  has  been  exercifed  by 
the  Crown  have  made  it  inapplicable.  Gentlemen  have  un- 
doubtedly read,  that-  of  the  boroughs  which  ufed  formerly  to 
fend  members  to  Parliament,  feventy-two  have  been  disfran- 
chifed ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  the  Crown  has  ceafed  to  fummon 
them  at  general  elections  to  return  burgefles  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  After  the  reftoration,  thirty-fa  of  thefe  boroughs 
petitioned  Parliament  to  be  reftored  to  the  exercife  of  their  an- 
cient franchife;  their  prayer  was  granted;  and  to  this  day  they 
continue  to  enjoy  it.  But  the  other  thirty -fix  not  having  pre- 
fented  any  petition  on  the  fubjecr,  have  not  recovered  their  loft 
franchife.  Various  alterations  have  been  made  at  different 
times.  At  one  time  the  boroughs  were  added,  but  the  coun- 
ties were  nearly  ftationary.  The  laft  addition  to  them  were 
the  two  Counties  Palatine.  In  that  manner  they  continued 
for  a  confiderable  time,  till  the  principality  of  Wales  was 
added.  Then  came  the  Revolution ;  and  fince  that,  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Scotland  was  added  by  the  Act  of  Union.  So 
that  the  prefent  alteration  is  no  new  meafure.  Nay,  fo  long 
ago  as  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Firft,  one  hundred  or  more 
boroughs  were  added.  It  is  therefore  juft  as  fair  to  contend, 
that  the  prefent  is  not  more  the  true  ConfUtution  of  this 
country  than  that  was  which  exiJled  in  the  time  of  Edward 
the  Firft,  or  at  any  other  period  fubfequent  to  that  reign.  My 
wifh  on  the  prefent  occafion  is,  to  lay  down  a  principle  in  one 
inftance  that  fhall  not  be  left  to  caprice  or  uncertainty,  but 
R  2  '  fhatt 
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fhall  be  a  conftant,  active  principle,  that  fhall  maintain  th£ 
Conftitution  the  fame  at  all  periods;  and  I  will  boldly  appeal 
to  the  Houfe,  whether  thofe  who  argue  for  names  and  fhadows, 
or  for  the  fubftance  and  vital  principles  of  the  Conftitution, 
argue  moil  in  favour  of  the  Conftitution  ?  I  beg  the  patience 
of  the  Houfe  to  hear  me  ftate  a  principle  limited  and  final, 
complete  and  adapted  to  all  times;  a  principle  that  will  ferve 
as  a  barrier  againft  any  indefinite  and  arbitrary  alteration  of 
the  Conftitution.  Adapting  the  ftate  of  reprefentation  to  the 
circumftances  of  the  country,  I  contend,  is  not  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  the  Conftitution ;  my  intention  therefore  is, 
fo  to  model  the  reprefentation  of  the  People  in  future.  Thd 
particular  ftatute  that  difables  the  King  from  altering  the 
exifting  mode  of  reprefentation,  I  ftate  to  be  the  Aft  of  Union, 
which  fixes  the  refpective  number  of  reprefentatives  between 
the  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  fo  they  have  remained 
ever  fince  the  ftatute  patted,  although  the  circumftances  of 
the  times  are  extremely  varied.  To  give  a  full  fecurity  to  all 
the  intereft  of  the  country,  is  the  firft  principle  of  that  part  of 
the  Conftitution,  and  it  is  wifely  adapted  to  the  purpofe;  but 
there  are  neverthelefs  feeds  of  future  abufe  in  the  Conftitution 
as  it  ftands,  without  the  pofllbility  of  a  future  remedy;  but 
though  this  is  undeniable,  ftill  the  enemies  of  reform  will  not 
liften  to  any  pofitions  to  apply  a  remedy.  Let  us  not,  fay 
they,  endeavour  to  improve  nor  to  endanger  the  Conftitution; 
neither  let  us  try  to  make  it  better,  for  fear  we  ftiould  make  it 
worfe  :  generally  viewed,  it  might  be  a  wife  confideration,  but 
if  deeper  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  be  far  otherwife:  if  we 
can  feparate  the  defects  of  the  Conftitution  from  its  perfec- 
tions, fo  as  to  take  away  the  former  without  injury  to  the 
latter,  it  is  undoubtedly  our  duty  to  do  it ;  for  however  wife 
our  anceftors  have  been,  they  have  ftill  left  much  for  the  virtue 
of  their  defcendants.  Let  us  endeavour  to  give  folidity,  con- 
fiftency,  and  uniformity  to  the  Conftitution.  Its  merit  has 
not  fhone  forth  at  once,  but  has  been  the  refult  of  gradual  im- 
provements. 
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provements.  The  fterling  excellence  of  it  has  furvived  the 
corruption  of  the  moft  corrupt  times,  and  kept  alive  the  true 
flame  of  liberty  in  the  country.  In  confequence  of  the  al- 
terations that  have  been  at  different  times  made  in  the  Con- 
ftitution,  thefe  efTential  advantages  have  been  obtained,  viz.  that 
Parliament  lhall  be  afTembled  as  often  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
country  (hall  require,  and  that  Parliament  {hall  meet  every 
year,  to  hear  and  red  refs  the  grievances  of  the  People,  before 
they  vote  fupplies.  To  obtain  thefe,  there  have  been  long 
ftmggles,  and  many  difficulties.  The  good  fenfe  and  the  rea- 
fon  of  the  fubject  had  been  early  apparent.  Let  us  look  to 
James  I.,  a  prince  who  mounted  the  throne  with  high  ideas  of 
prerogative,  and  who  was  not  to  be  fufpected  of  being  too  par- 
tial to  the  liberties  of  the  fubject.  Yet  even  to  that  Prince 
did  the  danger  of  fummoning  a  Parliament,  at  the  difcretion 
of  the  Crown,  appear  to  be  fo  unfit  to  continue,  that  meafures 
were  taken  reflecting  it,  though  they  were  not  afterwards  car- 
ried fully  into  effect.  Again,  in  the  time  of  the  Protectorate, 
Lord  Clarendon,  the  great  hiftorian  of  thofe  days,  ftated,  that 
the  number  of  Knights  was  propofed  to  be  made  greater,  and 
number  of  burgeiles  f mailer.  In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Firft, 
the  principles  of  Freedom  gaVe  rife  to  the  Oppofition  againfl 
that  Monarch;  the  Oppofition  degenerated  firft  into  licen- 
tioufnefs,  and  next  into  tyranny ;  a  natural  confequence.  I 
do  not  quote  from  thofe  reigns  as  reigns  affording  any  autho- 
rity or  precedent,  but  as  an  illuftration  of  my  principle  of  cor- 
recting the  Conftitution,  and  with  a  view  to  {hew  that  the 
feeds  of  fome  of  the  moft  effential  benefits  and  advantages 
this  country  enjoys,  have  been  fown  in  the  worft  of  times. 
The  defects  of  our  ConfUtution  have  exifted  from  its  infancy; 
I  wifh  therefore  to  provide  againft  a  return  of  the  mifchiefs 
thofe  defects  have  produced,  and  gradually  to  bring  together 
all  the  perfection  the  cafe  is  capable  of. 

I  fhall  now  ftate  the  outline  of  my  plan,  which  confifts  of 

two  parts;  the  firft,  the  moft  pre.'ii:  g  and  moft  immediate; 
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the  fecond,  without  the  introduction  of  any  new  principle,  to 
rectify  it  hereafter.  The  Houfe  I  mean  to  propofe  fhall  con- 
fift,  as  it  does  now,  of  558  members,  but  to  have  a  larger 
number  of  reprefentatives  for  the  more  populous  and  opulent 
diftricts,  as  a  general  principle.  The  firft  feature  of  the  bill 
is  to  provide  for  a  transfer  of  about  feventy,  or  feventy-two 
reprefentatives  from  boroughs,  which  either  have  fallen  to  de- 
cay, or  are  likely  to  do  fo;  and  the  criterion  to  decide  by  to 
be  the  number  of  houfes,  which  will  be  extremely  eafy ; 
this  addition  to  be  distributed  among  the  different  counties 
and  the  metropolis,  as  they  may  Hand  in  need  of  them ;  the 
number  to  be  limited  by  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  not  afcer- 
tained  by  any  arbitrary  line.  If  too  many  were  added  to 
counties,  they  would  be  liable  to  two  objections,  which  are 
thefe  :  i.  It  might  be  objected,  that  too  many  would  be  choien 
for  each ;  or  2.  That  if  counties  were  fubdivided,  there  would 
be  too  few  electors  to  chufe  the  members.  The  thirty-fix  bo- 
roughs are  to  be  disfranchifed  on  their  own  voluntary  appli- 
cation to  be  disfrancifed,  two  ways,  either  as  an  act  of  power, 
or  to  make  it  their  own  act,  by  fome  compensation  offered  to 
them. 

I  ihali  now  open  the  fecond  head  of  the  firfl  part  of  my 
plan,  by  ftating,  that  the  only  method  of  carrying  this  into 
execution  is,  by  providing  a  fund  for  the  purpofe  of  giving  to 
the  owners  and  holders  of  fuch  boroughs  as  {hall  apply  to  be 
rusfranchifed,  a  compenfation  for  their  property.  Even  con- 
fidering  the  burdens  that  the  People  always  labour  under,  I 
declare  I  fhall  not  think  it  difficult  to  find  a  fund  for  this  pur- 
pofe, as  the  fituation  of  the  country  is  lefs  gloomy  than  many 
men  imagine.  I  mean  not  to  have  the  boroughs  eftimated, 
but  appreciated ;  for  as  it  is  well  known  the  holders  of  them 
have  found  a  way  to  convert  them  into  a  fource  of  profit,  as 
well  as  the  other  parts  of  their  eilate,  I  may  venture,,  without 
any  affectation  of  extraordinary  delicacy,  to  fpeak  out  at  once 
upon- the  fubjed.  This  being  a  fact,  and  the  icprefentations 

of 


BRITISH      SENATE.  247 

of  the  boroughs  in  queftionnot  being  exercifed  as  a  truft,  they 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  fuffered  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
their  prefent  owners  any  longer.  I  ftate  farther,  that  the  com- 
penfation  is  to  be  taken  without  dilcontent  or  difTatisfa6rion, 
-by  acquiefcence  and  confent,  and  not  by  force  and  compulfion. 
Such  is  the  mode  by  which  I  hope  to  attain  my  objedh  I 
ipeak  of  the  laws  that  tend  to  correct  the  criminal  laws 
againft  bribery  and  corruption.  The  boroughs  might  be  trans- 
ferred, in  fuel,  as  any  other  eftate,  without  bribery  or  immo- 
rality ;  declaring  Lam  read«y  to  throw  a  veil  over  the  faft,  if  I 
•could  be  free  from  the  inconvenience.  I  fpeakof  the  different 
burgage  tenures,  on  a  lefs  fcale,  poflefled  between  an  individual 
.and  a  fpecies  of  ek£lors  in  ihares;  and  there  is  a  reafonable 
probability  that  there  might  be  a  compenfation  that  it  would 
'behove  the  country  to  offer,  which  might  be  accepted ;  but  the 
*ule  fliauld  be  general,  and  the  fame  condition  given  to  one 
fort  as  another;  all  the  inconliderable  boroughs  to  be  put  on  a 
footing.  The  manner  of  carrying  this  plan  into  execution  I 
ilate  as  follows:  If  a  majority  ofele&orsihould  offer  to  relin- 
-quifh,  the  natural  quefticn  that  would  arife  would  be,  who  are 
the  electors  ?  Let  that  queftion  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
fworn  under  Mr.  Grenville's  bill  to  try  the  queftion  of  right  to 
a  feat.  I  contend  that  there  ought  to  be  no  difcretion  in  the 
fum  .to  be  offered  ;  but  then  it  ought  not  to  be  exactly  equal  to 
•each  borough-holder,  becaufe  there  are  different  clafles  of  bo- 
rough-holders ;  fome  hold  in  perpetuity,  others  have  only  a  life 
intereft  in  a  borough,  and  others  again  are  in  expectancy  of  a 
reverfion.  The  number  of  boroughs  that  would  be  to  pur- 
chafe  are  thirty-fix  ;  I  mean  therefore  to  fet  apart  the  money 
for  each,  to  let  it  accumulate  at  compound  intereft.  Thus, 
if  the  fum  fet  apart  is  not  a  fufficient  compenfation,  it  will 
become  one  by  laying  by,  as  it  will  increafe  till  it  becomes 
irrefijiibk. 

This  is  the  firft  part  of  my  plan,  by  which  much  is  gained 

by   the  Conftitution  of  the  country.     Another  part   I  will 
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ftate,  to  fliew  the  extent  of  the  fcheme,  and  to  prove  it  to  be 
as  comprehenfive  and  as  complete  as  poffible.  When  all  that 
ought  to  be  added  to  counties  are  added,  the  number  muft 
either  be  added  to  the  number  of  the  whole  Houfe,  or  trans- 
ferred from  thofe  boroughs  which  are  ftill  fmall  and  incon- 
Jiderable,  within  a  certain  fixe,  to  cities  and  great  towns,  which 
from  time  to  time  fhall  beil  deferve  them.  As  the  fources  of 
reprefentation  are,  -firft,  to  give  to  counties  which  have  not 
their  fhare;  fecondly,  to  allot  to  the  towns  and  cities  which 
fliall  be  confiderable  enough,  and  defirous  of  receiving  more, 
or  who  from  their  population  fhall  be  beft  entitled  to  it;  and 
this  rule  to  remain  to  operate,  in  perpctuo,  as  boroughs  fall  into 
decay.  This  /hews  at  once  the  extent  of  the  fyftem;  and 
will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  remove  the  alarms  that  prevail  upon  the 
fubjedt,  by  eftablifhing  a  confiflent  and  complete  fyftem,  and 
a  final  one,  as  far  as  fhe  principle  goe;.  There  is  an  end  there- 
fore to  the  objection,  that  this  will  lead  to  danger,  and  to  per- 
petual alteration:  on  the  contrary,  it  will  lay  that  important 
queflion  at  reft;  a  point  fo  defirable,  that  I  hope  it  will  induce 
the  Houfe  to  go  the  length,  at  leafl,  of  confukring  the  bill  1 
(hall  have  the  honour  to  bring  in,  in  cafe  I  Jhall  hnvp  the  good 
fortune  to  be  permitted  to  bring  one  in  :  and  1  fruft  the  Houfe 
will  confider  it  with  partiality,  as  a  matter  which  the  People 
of  England  have  called  for  at  different  periods,  fometimes  more 
and  fometimes  lefs. 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  two  parts  of  my  plan,  I  /hall 
proceed  to  anfwer  the  probable  objections  that  will  be  made 
againft  my  propofitions ;  and  firft,  I  mention  the  expence  it 
will  load  the  public  with.  If  the  meafure  is  a  good  one,  and  it 
is  agreed  to  be  an  important  gne,  the  money,  in  my  mind,  that 
it  would  coft,  would  be  well  applied.  It  would  give  fecurity 
to  the  Conftitution,  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  the  deareft 
rights  of  the  People  at  large,  and  to  their  freedom,  which  is 
truly  invaluable.  Let  us  be  ceconomical,  and  we  cannot  be  too 
much  fo,  in  fome  other  inftance,  but  in  carrying  the  propofi- 
tions 
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tions  I  have  made  into  execution,  we  fhall  prevent  prodiga- 
lity ;  and  were  we  to  fpend  millions  upon  fuch  an  objeft,  or 
had  \ve  done  ib  at  an  earlier  period  of  our  hiftory,  and  baen 
thereby  enabled  to  have  prevented  the  calamities  and  difgraces 
that  have  befallen  the  country,  what  caufe  would  there  not 
have  been  for  folid  fatisfac"Hon  and  triumphant  exultation? 
The  progrefs  of  the  plan  will  be  gradual,  as  I  do  not  intend  it 
to  take  place  inftantly  in  its  full  extent,  that  it  fhall  not  affecl: 
the  feat  of  any  perfon  chofen  for  the  whole  Parliament.  If 
the  plan  fhould  be  adopted  in  this  feflion,  there  will  be  no  min 
but  who  ought  to  be  fatisfied;  and  in  the  interim  till  it  takes 
effect,  the  People  of  England  will  have  the  happinefs  of  being 
reprelented  by  the  prefent  Houfe  of  Commons,  chofen  as  this 
Houfe  has  been  by  the  free  voice  of  the  People.  On  chufing 
the  next  Parliament,  if  any  borough  were,  after  the  Parliament 
had  begun  bufmefs,  to  petition  to  be  disfranchifed,  the  fitting 
member  fhould  vacate  his  feat.  There  is  another  point  that 
I  have  accidentally  omitted  in  the  earlier  part  of  my  fpeech, 
and  that  is,  my  intention  in  counties  to  increafe  the  number 
of  the  electors,  as  well  as  the  number  eledled ;  but  what  I  mean 
to  do  in  this  refpefl  is  extremely  fimple,  and  totally  diftincl: 
from  the  idea  of  univerfal  reprefentation ;  I  mean  merely  that 
another  fpecies  of  perfons  of  property,  befides  freeholders, 
fhall  alib  have  votes  for  the  county  ;  I  allude  to  copyholders, 
who  are  in  moft  refpec"ls  in  the  fame  fituation  as  freeholders 
themfelves.  Having  ftated  this,  I  take  a  general  view  of  the 
principle  of  the  meaiure.  I  faid  it  was  practicable  and  bene- 
ficial ;  that  it  was  a  principle  deeply  rooted  in  this  country ; 
that  the  reprefentation,  as  it  flood  at  prefent,  was  inadequate, 
and  that  fome  amendments  were  ne-eflary ;  that  we  had  leifure, 
.  and  a  fair  opportunity  for  a  full  difcufiion  of  fo  important  a 
matter ;  but  that  if  it  fhould  have  conae  before,  when  in  a  mo- 
ment of  difficulty  and  diftrefs,  it  would  have  been  impofiible 
to  have  done  juftice  to  it;  that  the  imperfections  in  the  flate 
pf  the  reprefentation  weakened  the  confidence  the  People  had 
4  in 
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in  the  reprefentative  body,  and  the  love  they  ought  at  all  timtrs 
to  be  encouraged  to  entertain  for  the  Conftitution.  It  is  to 
that  confidence  the  country  owes  all  her  former  flrength, 
profperity,  and  fplendour.  It  is  true  that  the  country  has 
profpered  as  the  reprefentation  ftands  at  prefent ;  but  if  we  have 
profpered,  we  have  alfo  fufFered ;  bitterly  and  grievoufly  fuf- 
iered ;  fufFered  for  the  want  of  this  amendment,  and  by  means 
of  Parliaments  having  a  boundlefs  and  unlimited  confidence 
in  a  Minifter,  and  continuing  to  entertain  that  confidence  after 
the  Minifter  has  loft  the  confidence  of  the  country.  The  re- 
prefentatives  have  a  common  intereft  with  their  constituents, 
the  Pedple  of  England;  it  becomes  therefore  the  duty  of  every 
man  in  this  Houfe  to  cement  the  union,  and  flrengthen  the  con- 
ne&ion  between  the  People  and  the  popular  branch  of  the  Le- 
giflature.  The  alterations,  I  repeat  it,  would  be  better  made 
In  the  moment  of  peace  and  reflection,  than  in  a  moment  of 
turbulence  and  of  public  misfortune ;  I  hope  therefore  that  the 
Houfe,  by  its  conduct  this  day,  will  afford  permanent  and  laft- 
ing  fatisfa6tion  to  the  friends  of  the  meafure  of  reform.  The 
fixed  and  fteady  principle  of  the  proportion  will  lead  the 
Houfe  no  farther :  if  therefore  there  are  dangerous  and  alarm- 
ing plans  of  reform  in  the  contemplation  of  any  wild  and 
vifionary  fpeculators,  the  beft  way  to  put  an  end  to  the  dread 
of  any  danger  likely  to  arife  from  fuch  raili  and  ill-digefled 
innovations,  would  be,  to  adopt  the  motion  I  am  juft  about  to 
offer  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe ;  and  I  fhall  conclude 
with  declaring,  that  I  feel  a  degree  of  fatisfa&ion,  which  no 
other  meafure  could  ever  afford  me  in  my  life,  if  I  fhould  be 
the  humble  inflrument  of  fecuring  by  this  regulation,  the 
deareft  interefts,  and  the  future  liberty  and  happinefs  of  the 
People  of  England.  I  ftiall  now  move,  tl  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  amend  the  reprefentation  of  the  People 
of  England  in  Parliament." 

Mr.  Pitt,  4p-U.il,  1785. 

After 
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After  the  many  occaflons  on  which  I  have  before  exprefled 
what  my  fentiments  are  on  the  fubject  of  a  reform  in  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  People  in  Parliament,  I  Shall  not  confider 
myfelf  under  any  great  neceflity  of  troubling  the  Houfe,  but 
there  have  been  extraordinary  circumftances  attending  the  in- 
troduction of  the  prefent  queftion.  That  I  have  always  been 
a  friend  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  is  a  fad  which  does  not  re- 
quire to  be  now  repeated.  Whether  the  means  taken  to  effect 
that  principle  are  fuch  as  are  moft  unexceptionable,  mud  re- 
main for  future  difcuSTion,  but  cannot  provoke  my  opposition 
to  the  motion.  There  remains  ample  opportunities  in  the  fu- 
ture flagesof  the  bill,  to  examine  and  correct  it;  opportunities 
which  in  themfelves  will  be  the  higheft  acquifition.  In  the 
review  which  has  been  taken  of  the  queftion  this  night,  there 
are  means  ufed  to  implicate  the  American  war  iu  the  fubject 
now  under  difcuffion,  by'  fuggefting  that  it  was  fupported  by 
the  influence  of  burgage  tenures,  and  that,  if  they  'had  been 
withdrawn,  that  war  would  have  had  a  more  fpeedy  termina- 
tion. I  acknowledge  that  it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of 
the  Parliament  to  bring  that  war  to  fi  period,  had  they  con- 
fidered  it  as  an  improper  one;  but  the  manner  in  which  it  muft 
have  been  done,  would  be  fuch  as  I  Should  little  expect  to  hear 
recommended  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  iide  of  the 
Houfe.  When  the  delay  of  a  few  days  in  pafling  the  Supplies 
was  reprefe nted  laft  year  as  the  moft  heinous  proceeding,  what 
would  have  been  the  enormity  of  flopping,  not  the  Ordnance 
Supply,  as  was  the  cafe^  but  all  the  other  Supplies  alfo,  as 
would  be  the  cafe  in  the  event  which  might  here  take  place. 
This  would  be  a  conduct  worthy  of  a  Parliament  in  certain 
fituations,  and  would  mew  them  to  be  fenfible  of  their  due 
weight  and  importance  in  the  fcale  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
not  the  inftruments  of  a  fuperior  power,  kept  for  no  other 
purpofe  but  to  regiller  edicts,  and  perform  an  annual  routine. 
Much  has  been  faid  of  the  merit  of  diflblving  that  coheMon 
which  has  been  faid  to  fubfifl  in  the  parties  in  this  Houfe. 

That 
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That  cohefion  does  fubfift,  is  a  truth  in  which  I  take  too 
much  pride,  to  think  of  denying,  and  from  which  this  country- 
derives  too  much  advantage  to  be  an  enemy,  to:  my  connec- 
tions were  formed  on  liberal  and  fy Hematic  principles,  and 
could  not  be  dhTolved  by  any  regulations,  while  the  fame  union 
in  fentiment  and  principles  continued  to  cement  them.  When 
an  honourable  gtentleman  faid,  that  parties  on  one  fide  of  the 
Houfe  occafioned  fimilar  engagements  on  the  other,  he  fhould 
have  confidered,  that  it  equally  applied  to  one  as  to  the  other  : 
but  there  might  be  fome  circumftances  which  might  induce 
that  honourable  gentleman  to  look  forward  with  eagernefs  to 
the  difiblution  of  fuch  attachments,  if  they  obliged  him  to  fup- 
port  and  defend  meafures  in  winch  his  opinions  did  not  cor- 
refpond  ;  if  they  forced  him  to  act  one  way,  and  think  another. 
Under  fuch  circumftancps,  it  was  perfectly  natural  that  he 
Ihould  pant  to  be  difengaged  from  fuch  connections,  and  refign 
the  load  which  feemed  fo  much  to  opprefs  him.  To  that 
principle,  which,  by  a  diminution  of  the  members  for  bo- 
roughs, tended  to  increafe  the  proportion  of  reprefentatives 
for  counties,  I  am  fmcerely  and  cordially  a  friend.  But  while  I 
am  thus  explicit  on  the  fubject  of  my  approbation,  it  is  but 
juft  to  mention,  that  there  is  another  point  to  which  I  totally 
difagree.  With  all  refpect,  \V4iich  I  always  pay  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  among  the  reft  to  the  prefent  Houfe,  I  can 
perceive  in  it  no  fuperlative  excellence,  no  juft  fuperiority  which 
can  juflify  the  fufpenfion  of  the  operation  of  this  bill.  To 
defer  for  a  period  of  years  any  fyflem  of  reform,  however  par- 
tial and  inadequate,  is  by  no  means  complying  with  the  de- 
clared wifhes  of  the  majority  of  the  electors  of  this  country, 
whofe  voice,  though  by  no  means  to  be  acknowledged  as  that 
to  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons  muft  conform,  when  they  are 
directed  by  any  fudden  impulfe,  as  the  opinions  of  a  moment, 
fhould  always  be  obeyed  on  points  which  the  experience  and 
confideration  of  years  have  taught  them  finally  to  decide  on. 
Th«  People,  notwithftanuing  all  that  has  been  faid,  have  no 

peculiar 
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peculiar  obligations  to  this  Parliament  for  uncommon  inftances 
of  that  propriety  of  conduct  which  could  warrant  fo  implicit 
a  reliance  in  it.  No  very  flattering  proofs  of  extraordinary 
attention  to  the  rights  of  the  People  have  been  given  by  His 
Majefly's  prefent  Minifters,  in  their  fupport  of  that  excellent 
meafure,  the  Weflminfler  Scrutiny  ;  and  no  very  fplendi  J  tefti- 
mony  of  their  prudence  in  financial  concerns,  could  be  drawn 
from  the  Commutation  Tax.  This  is  a  proceeding,  the  hard- 
fliip  of  which  they  have  already  felt ;  and  there  are  fome  others 
now  in  agitation,  which  are  not  likely  to  turn  out  much  more 
favourable.  Thefe  only  are  the  reafons  the  People  can  have 
for  a  reliance  in  the  prefent  Parliament.  I  do  not,  however, 
mean  to  fay  any  thing  which  can  be  conftrued  into  invective 
againft  them.  I  have  before  been  accufed  of  infulting  them. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  did  fo;  but  if  heat  ihould  have  led  me  at 
any  time  to  fay  any  thing  which  coufld  have  that  appearance,  I 
am  exceedingly  forry  for  it.  There  was  nothing  in  any  of 
thefe  circumftances  which  could  imprefs  them  on  my  memory; 
but  I  have  obferved,  tnat  nothing  1  have  ever  faid  in  my 
warmeft  moments  have  ever  drawn  forth  fo  much  paffion  and 
111  temper  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  as  when  I  have  at- 
tempted to  praife  them.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  has, 
in  this  inftance,  receded  from  thofe  opinions  which  on  two 
former  occafions  he  feemed  to  maintain;  and  the  alteration 
which  he  has  now  made,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  fpecific  plan,  is 
infinitely  for  the  worfe.  It  is  in  vain  that  he  endeavours  to 
qualify  the  objections  which  the  idea  of  innovation  raifes  in  the 
minds  of  fome,  by  diminifliing  the  extent  and  influence  of  re- 
formation. P'rom  the  earlieft  periods  of  our  Government, 
that  principle  of  innovation,  but  which  fhould  more  properly 
be  called  amendment,  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Conftitution.  In  every  fpecies  of  government, 
(for  I  will  put  abfolute  monarchy  out  of  the  quellion,  as  one 
which  ought  never  to  take  place  in  any  country),  democracy 
and  ariflocracy  are  always  in  a  ftate  of  gradual  improvement, 

when' 
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when  experience  comes  to  the  aid  of  theory  and  fpeculation. 
In  all  thefe,  the  voice  of  the  People,  when  deliberately  and  ge- 
nerally collected,  is  invariably  fure  to  fucceed.  There  are  mo- 
ments of  periodical  impulfe  and  delufion,  in  which  they  mould 
not  be  gratified;  but  when  the  views  of  a  people  have  been 
formed  and  determined  on  the  attainment  of  any  object,  they 
muft  ultimately  fucceed.  On  this  fubject  the  People  of  this 
country  have  petitioned  from  time  to  time,  and  their  applica- 
tions have  been  made  to  their  Parliament.  For  every  reafon 
therefore  they  mould  be  gratified,  left  they  may  be  inclined  to 
lue  for  redrefs  in  another  quarter,  where  their  application  will 
have  every  probability  of  fuccefs,  from  the  experience  of  laft 
year.  Failing  in  their  reprefentatives,  they  may  have  recourfe 
to  the  prerogative.  It  has  been  urged,  that  now,  while  this 
bufmefs  is  in  agitation,  the  people  of  Birmingham  and  Man- 
chefter  have  not  petitioned  to  be  represented.  This  is  an  ar- 
gument which  at  this  time,  of  all  others,  can  have  but  little 
weight;  for  while  they  are  alarmed  for  their  trade  and  their 
fubfiftence,  it  is  no  time  for  them  to  fet  about  making  im- 
provements in  that  Conftitution,  in  which  they  are  not  certain 
how  long  they  may  have  any  mare.  On  the  eve  of  emigration, 
they  are  to  look  for  this  in  another  country,  to  which  their 
property  and  bufmefs  are  foon  to  be  transferred.  The  different 
parts  of  this  plan  would  certainly,  in  a  Committee,  be  fubm it- 
ted  to  modification  and  amendment ;  but  as  it  now  ftands,  ad- 
mitting only  the  firft  principle,  every  other  part,  and  the 
means  taken  to  attain  the  principle,  are  highly  objectionable. 
I  fhall  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that  I  will  never  agree  to  admit 
the  purchafmg  from  a  majority  of  the  electors  the  property  of 
the  whole.  In  this  I  fee  fo  much  injuftice,  and  fo  much  re- 
pugnance to  the  true  fpirit  of  our  Conftitution,  that  I  cannot 
entertain  the  idea  one  moment.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the 
property  of  a  borough  is  in  one  man,  there  is  no  chance  of  his 
difpofmg  of  it  on  the  terms  this  day  mentioned;  for  when  a 
particular  fum  is  laid  down  for  a  certain  purchafe,  and  intereft 
<s  fuffered 
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fuffered  to  accumulate  on  that  fum,  the  man  muft  be  a  fool 
who  could  be  in  hafte  to  get  the  pofleffion  of  it.  There  is 
fomething  injurious  in  holding  out  pecuniary  temptations  to 
an  Englishman  to  relinquifh  his  franchife  on  the  one  hand,  and 
a  political  principle  which  equally  forbids  it  on  another.  I  am. 
uniformly  of  an  opinion,  which,  though  not  a  popular  one, 
I  am  ready  to  aver,  that  the  right  of  governing  is  not  property, 
but  a  truft  ;  and  that  whatever  is  given  for  conftitutional  pur- 
pofes,  fhould  be  refumed  when  thofe  purpofes  (hall  no  longer 
be  carried  into  effect.  There  are  inftances  of  gentlemen  of- 
fering to  facrifice  the  intereft  they  may  have  in  boroughs,  to 
the  public  good.  It  is  ftrange  that  none  of  them  now  come 
forward,  when  the  occafion  has-  prefented  itfelf.  I  am  averfe 
to  the  idea  of  confining  parliamentary  Situations  to  men  of 
large  fortunes,  or  thofe  who  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in 
public  profeffions.  Should  this  be  the.  cafe,  there  is  fcarcely 
any  man  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  hiAory  of  Parliament, 
as  not  to  know  that  the  Koufe  would  lofe  half  its  force.  It  is 
not  from  men  of  large  and  eafy  fortunes  that  attention,  vigi- 
lance, energy,  and  enterprise,  are  to  be  expedted.  Human  na- 
ture is  too  fond  of  gratification  not  to  be  fomewhat  attentive 
to  it,  when  the  means  are  at  hand ;  and  the  beft  and  moft  meri- 
torious public  fervices  have  always  been  performed  by  perfons 
in  circumftances  removed  from  opulence.  The  right  honou- 
rable gentleman  need  not  be  alhamed  to  take  fome  of  thofe  re- 
gulations formed  in  the  time  of  the  Protector  Oliver  Crom- 
well; for  though  a  character  too  odious  ever  to  be  the  obje£l 
of  praife  or  imitation,  his  inflitutions,  confirmed  afterwards  by 
his  fucceflbr  Charles  II.,  bear  Strong  marks  of  genius  and  abi- 
lity ;  for  his  political  difpofition  was  as  good  as  that  of  his  fuc- 
ceflbr, and  his  genius  infinitely  more  powerful.  I  Shall  con* 
elude  with  earnestly  entreating  all  fides  of  the  Houfe  to  con- 
cur in  the  queftion  now  before  them.  I  am  forry  the  honou- 
rable gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Powys)  did  not,  in  all  the 
warmth  he  profefied  on  the  occafion,  take  the  moft  conciliatory 

mode 
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mode  of  acquiring  ftrength  to  it.  Inflead  of  reproaching 
the  noble  Lord  (North)  for  confining  himfelf  to  old  arguments 
and  obfervations,  he  fhould  rather  tremble  for  the  fuccefs  with 
which  thefe  old  obfervations  has  been  applied  by  his  noble 
friend,  and  the  contrary  fate  which  has  before  attended  the 
novel  and  more  variable  ftile  of  the  Minifler. 

Mr.  Foxj  April  18,  1785. 

Had  I  been  in  a  fltuation  to  attract  the  Speaker's  notice  in  an 
earlier  ftage  of  the  debate,  I  ftiould  probably  have  in  fome  de- 
gree expatiated  on  the  very  wide  field  which  the  right  honou- 
rable gentleman  has  opened  to  the  Houfe :  much  of  my  work 
has  now  been  done,  and  much  that  I  fhould  have  urged  has 
been  anticipated ;  and  much  I  fhall  pafs  over,  from  a  fenfe  how 
greatly  the  patience  of  the  Houfe  has  already  been  wearied, 
and  how  particularly  I  am  indebted  to  their  prefent  attention. 
Tacitus,  that  learned  and  penetrating  hiftorian,  could  not  pre- 
fume  the  duration  of  a  Commonwealth,  confifting  of  mixed 
ilates ;  he  knew  that  the  momentum  of  the  democracy,  whe- 
ther acting  by  the  body  of  the  People,  or  by  a  reprefentation 
unqualified  and  adapted  purely  to  popular  ideas,  muft  quickly 
bear  down  one  or  both  of  the  other  branches  of  government ; 
and  had  it  been  moreover  told  him,  that  in  this  pure  and  direct 
reprefentation  of  the  numbers  of  the  people  were  to  originate 
the  refources  of  war  and  peace,  the  prlmum  mobile  of  public 
revenue,  the  doubts  of  Tacitus  would  not  have  been  hypo- 
thetical :  fuch  a  ftate  he  could  not  have  pre-conceived  to  exift 
a  moment.     This  is  not  a  time  of  night  to  trace  thofe  errors 
back  to  their  fource;    and  in  a  hiflory  from  the  Courts  de 
More,  through  the  progreffion  of  parliamentary  growth,  to- 
mark  the  grounds  of  miflake;  I  fhall  therefore  join  iflue  with 
the  right  honourable  mover,  on  the  actual  and  exifting  flate  of 
Parliament.     The  errors  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
were  derived  from  a  fimilar  fource  with  the  difficulties  of  Ta- 
citus.    The  reprefentation  of  the  people  is  his  favourite  ex-. 
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preflion  ;  but  if  he  means  a  reprefentation  of  poll  or  numbers, 
and  fo  every  point  of  his  reform  implies,  we  are  not  the  repre- 
fentation of  the  People,  but  of  the  People's  interefts.  The 
confiftency  of  this  Houfe  is  qualified  by  the  equipoife  of  the 
landed,  the  commercial,  and  the  popular  intereft.  This  pro- 
portion of  balance  can  be  fhifted,  but  with  danger  to  the  Con* 
ftitution  of  the  country ;  adding  to  one  of  thefe  principles 
may  in  the  end  be  fubverfive  of  the  very  exiftence  of  this 
Houfe,  which,  loaded  with  a  new  and  falfe  bias,  may  be  there- 
by directed  to  fome  gulph  of  ruin,  now  unforefeen.  Much  has 
been  faid  of  the  cohefion  of  parties;  much  on  the  other  fide  of 
individual  independency,  and  of  mouldering  away  every  con- 
nection of  men  in  this  Houfe.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  public 
manners,  it  is  not  to  be  apprehended,  that  to  buy  or  to  retain 
would  lapfe  into  difufage,  or  that  a  Minifter  may  not  engage  a 
confiftency  of  fupport  to  his  meafures.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  may  anticipate,  perhaps,  the  application  of  the  fa- 
mous fentence  in  Montefquieu, — but  is  there  no  other  corrup- 
tion but  venality  ?  I  fear  a  worfe,  and  of  more  fatal  tendency, 
than  the  holding  out  merely  places  of  public  truft  to  men  of 
ability  and  adventurers  in  policy,  were  thefe  county  members 
to  be  added.  In  one  light,  they  muft  be  men  who  come  into 
this  Houfe  on  the  great  landed  intereft  of  a  county ;  and  in  a 
county,  perhaps,  there  is  as  much  undue  influence  as  at  an  elec- 
tion for  any  borough.  When  feated  here,  fome  future  Minifter 
may  find  it  necefTary  to  attach  an  authority  to  his  fupport,  be- 
come thus  numerous  and  weighty;  the  Coronet  is  his  only 
bribe,  his  only  attraction  to  men  of  this  defcription;  and  an  at-: 
traiSlion,  as  experience  has  proved,  not  often  refifted.  Thus, 
perhaps,  in  a  ftiort  1'uccelTion  of  Minifters,  much  more  of  the 
great  landed  intereft  would  pafs  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  there 
ever  accumulating,  and  rarely  or  never  returning.  The  con- 
lequence  is  obvious;  the  great  landed  intereft  the  people  would 
*ver  look  up  to  in  their  counties,  and  in  the  national  councils; 
«o  them  would  their  confidence  be  direcle'd,  to  them  their  petir 
II.  S  tions 
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tions  addrefled;  and,  under  all  thefe  circumftance?,  it  is  idle  to 
fay,  that  the  revenue  and  money  bills  would  not  then  originate 
there;  whiliT:  this  Houfe,  fallen  intodifrepute,  and  even  tode- 
riflon,  may  fit  idly  difputing  about  unimportant  matters,  cr 
matters  they  have  fcarcely  weight  to  interfere  in,  and  idly  at- 
tended by  forty  members,  inftead  of  the  very  numerous  af- 
fembly  that  dignifies  the  prefent  queftion.  On  the  call  of  ad- 
ditional county  members,  other,  and  dangerous  circumftances, 
may  arife,  from  caufes  widely  different,  and  of  different  ten- 
dency. I  allude  to  the  adventurous  candidates,  who  oppofe 
the  ariflocracy  of  a  county,  and  who,  to  fecure  an  election, 
may  feed  the  prejudices  of  the  commonalty,  may  fign  tefts, 
and  pledging  themfelves  to  every  felf-injurious  prepoffeffion, 
may  find  their  way  into  this  Houfe  under  engagements,  and 
with  abilities  too,  backed  by  the  popular  clamour,  to  urge  new 
claims,  new  reforms,  frefti  innovations.  The  right  honou- 
rable gentleman  has  adduced,  as  favourable  tohis  reform,  that  its 
principle  is  completed  in  his  plan,  and  is  thus  final.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  may  anfwer  for  himfelf;  but  who  can 
fay,  that  a  new  man  will  not  propofe  a  new  mode;  and  having 
cut  down  the  prefcriptive  barrier  of  the  conftitution  of  this 
Houfe,  will  he  not  leave  a  breach  open  for  every  forlorn 
hope,  qui  crumenam  pcrdidit,  to  -enter  and  ride  at  pleafure? 
and  the  more  is  this  to  be  feared,  as  prejudices  of  the  people 
may  join  too  under  the  precedent,  to  aid  thofe  who  by  fuch 
ruinous  means  would  feek  to  pufh  him  from  his  ftool;  for  it 
cannot  be  faid  that  the  prefent  plan  ccmes  up  to  the  prefent  de- 
clarations of  the  reformers.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  faid,  that  leaving  the  Conftitution  in  its  prefent  ft  ate,  is 
tending  to  weaken  the  love  of  the  people  to  their, country ;  a 
more  proper  application  may  be  made  of  thofe  words;  to  In- 
novate, is  tending  to  weaken  the  love  of  the  people  to  their 
country ;  it  is  tending  to  weaken  that  confidence  in  this  Houfe; 
in  a  word,  that  attachment  to  the  old  Britifli  Conftitution, 
which  arofe  from  a  prefcriptive  veneration,  and  which  cannot 
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belong  to  a  new  fyftem.  Much  of  patriotifm,  and  its  moil 
efTential  force,  is  founded  on  habitual  regard,  and  local  and 
long  prepofleiTions;  thefe  are  what  give  a  force  of  character, 
even  to  thofe  who  live  in,  and  are  prejudiced  to  countries,  whe- 
ther under  the  phyfical  difadvantages,  as  the  Laplander,  or 
under  political,  as  France,  when  compared  with  our  clime  and 
constitution.  I  cannot  confider  the  bufinefs  to  be  brought 
forward  as  a  minifterial  meafure:  I  have  fupported  and  lhall 
continue  to  fupport  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  from  a  juft 
fenfe  of  the  abilities,  and  a  full  confidence  in  the  integrity  of 
the  Minifter ;  an  integrity,  which,  even  in  the  fpeech  which  I 
reprobated,  gives  a  more  beauteous  glow  and  colour  to  the  very 
luminous  difplay  with  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  ornamented  his  fubjedl :  but  if  on  fuch  a  queftion,  fo  touch- 
ing the  deareft  and  moft  important  intereft  of  every  Englifh- 
man,  I  could  furrender  my  conviction  even  to  the  tendered  in- 
fluence of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  deareft  partiality, 
or  moft  honourable  friendfhip,  I  mould  efteem  myfelf  not  only 
unworthy  to  fit  in  this  Houfe,  but  even  in  the  company  of  any 
honourable  and  good  man  whatever. 

Mr.  Young,  Jlpril  1 8,  1785. 


REMARKABLE     SAYINGS. 
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T  was,  my  Lords,  a  wife  and  glorious  faying  of  our  great 
Queen  Elizabeth,  when  the  Spanifh  AmbafTador  afked  her 
where  her  guards  were, — that  great  Princefs  pointed  to  the  people 
in  theftrects — "  Thefe  (fays  me)  are  my  guards;  my  people  are 
my  friends."  She,  my  Lords,  put  her  whole  truft  and  confi- 
S  z  dence 
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dence  in  her  people ;  fhe  always  continued  to  do  fo,  and  there- 
fore the  people  always  continued  her  friends,  and  fupported  her 
againft  as  powerful  enemies,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as  ever 
any  King  or  Queen  of  England  had  before  or  fmce  that  time. 
Earl  of  Abingdon,  Feb.  24,  1732. 

I  remember,  my  Lords,  a  very  good  faying  of  a  noble  Lord, 
who  once  fat  in  this  Houfe;  it  was  the  late  Lord  Peterborough: 
When  he  was  afked  by  a  friend  one  day  his  opinion  of  a  cer- 
tain meafure,  fays,  my  Lord,  in  feme  furprife,  "  This  is  the 
firft  time  1  ever  heard  of  it."  "  Impoflible,  (fays  the  other)  ; 
why  you  are  a  Privy  Counfellor."  "  So  I  am,  (replies  his 
Lordfhip),  and  there  is  a  Cabinet  Counfellor  coming  up  to  us 
juft  now ;  if  you  afk  the  fame  queftion  of  him,  \\t  will,  per- 
haps, hold  his  peace,  and  then  you  will  think  he  is  in  the  fe- 
cret ;  but  if  he  opens  once  his  mouth  about  it,  you  will  find  he 
knows  as  little  about  it  as  I  do."  My  Lords,  it  is  not  being  in 
Privy  Council,  or  in  Cabinet  Council,  one  muft  be  in  the  Mi- 
nifter's  Council  to  know  any  fecrets  of  the  Government. 

Duke  of  Argyll,  Feb.  5,  1739. 

I  fhall  never  be  againft  making  the  ftrongeft  profeffions  of 
duty  and  zeal  to  His  Majefty;  but  let  us  do  it  with  dignity: 
zeal  may  fometimes  carry  men  too  great  a  length.  I  remem- 
ber a  gentleman  once  faid,  in  the  other  Houfe,  "  he  would  fa- 
crifice  his  life  and  fortune,  snd  more,  if  it  was  neceflary,  to  the 
fervice  of  his  Sovereign."  To  affure  His  Majefty  that  we  will 
itand  by  him  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  in  the  profecution  of 
a  juft  and  neceffary  war,  is  as  much  as  we  can  fay,  and  that  I 
am  willing  and  ready  to  fubfcribe  to. 

Earl  of  Cbcflerficld,  Nov.  18,  1740. 

Let  us  recollect  what  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  faid  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  war  in  Queen  Anne's  reign.  When  he  w.is 
told  that  his  people  were  grown  idle,  and  ftarving  for  want  of 

bread, 


BRITISH     SENATE.        ^i 

bread,  he  afked,  "  Are  my  magazines  full?  Are  my  troops 
fufficiently  provided  r"  And  being  told  they  were,  "  Then," 
fays  he,  "  my  regiments  will  be  eafily  recruited;  for  the  people 
will  lift,  becaufethey  can  get  bread  no  where  elfe." 

Sir  Peter  Jf Barren,  Feb.  19,  1750. 

It  was  a  noble  fentiment  of  Fenelon,  Archbifhop  of  Cam- 
bray,  that  "  bt  loved  his  friends  equal  to  h\mfclf\  his  country 
far  better  than  his  mind  and  himfelf;  mankind  in  general  be- 
yond all  put  together." 

Honourable  Temple  Luttre^y  Feb.  13,  1775. 

What  Fenelon,  the  celebrated  Archbimop  of  Cambray, 
makes  Mentor  fay,  on  revealing  a  celeftial  form  to  the  fon  of 
Ulyfles,  who  had  juft  attained  to  years  of  manhood,  may  af- 
ford an  allegory  to  affift  the  Eritifh  Legiflature  at  fome  future 
period,  in  the  fafeft  and  fureft  conduct  towards  her  colonies. 
<c  I  have  guided  you  through  rocks  and  quickfands,  through 
"  the  enfanguined  battle,  and  theA'arious  calamities  incident  to 
<(  the  human  fpecies ;  I  have  taught  you,  through  forcible  ex- 
"  perience,  the  good  and  the  bad  maxims  by  which  Govern- 
"  ment  may  be  carried  on :  'tis  now  time  that  you  be  fully 
"  emancipated.  Love  your  fellow  creatures  ;  endeavour  to 
"  renew  the  golden  age ;  avoid  effeminacy,  profufenefs,  and 
"  oftentation;  let  fnnplicity  be  your  befl  ornaments;  on  your 
"  virtue  and  your  own  juft  actions  reft  your  chief  fecurity; 
"  pure  liberty,  peace,  delightful  abundance,  and  unfullied 
"  glory,  ever  attend  you." 

Honourable  Temple  Luttrell,  Feb.    13,  1775. 

With  regard  to  the  high-founding,  unintelligible  phrafes  of 
legiflative  fupremacy  and  parliamentary  omnipotence  towards 
the  Americans,  for  my  part,  it  only  conveys  to  my  mind  fueh 
an  idea  and  equal  fatisfa&ion  as  the  anfwer  given  by  the  fine 
n  in  the  play,  who,  being  charged  with  bafenefs  by 
S  3  his 
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his  friend,  who  told  him,  he  had  eat  his  meat,  drank  his  wine, 
and  Iain  with  his  wife,  made  no  other  reply,  at  end  of  every 
fentence,  but,  "  Sir,  I  wear  a  fword." 

Lord  Camdoij  Feb.  7,  1775. 

The  conduct  of  the  prefent  Crown  lawyers  put  me  in  mind 
of  a  remarkable  faying  of  Lewis  the  Twelfth  of  France,  that 
lawyers  do  with  their  law  as  the  fhoemakers  do  with  their 
leather;  they  pinch  it,  twifl  it,  beat  it,  and  ftretch  it,  till  it 
fuits  whatever  meafurethey  aim  at.  This  is,  however,  a  mea- 
fure  none  of  the  very  ingenious  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  can 
bring  the  moft  pliant  leather  of  the  law  exactly  to  fit.  Even 
Mr.  Attorney  General,  who  muft,  in  juftice,  be  allowed  the 
very  Crifpin  of  his  trade,  has  found  it  a  job  ultra  crepldam. 
Honourable  Ttmple  Lutlrell,  May  23,  1776. 

I  maintain,  Sir,  that  every  military  commiffrcn  to  ferve  in 
the  Britifh  army,  whether  in  foreign  or  domeflic  employ,  is 
from  their  country,  thougLthe  nomination  depends  immedi- 
ately on  the  Sovereign,  as  the  executive  hand  of  the  State :  and 
when  a  King  of  Great  Britain  beftows  any  commiffion  what- 
ever, and  on  whomfoever  it  may  be,  from  a  field  marfhal  to  an 
enfign,  it  is  virtually  \vith  the  fame  implied  terms  which  were 
fo  nobly  exprefled  by  one  of  the  mofl  enterprifing  as  well  as 
one  of  the  moft  humane  and  wifefl  of  the  Roman  Emperors; 
"  Take  this  fword"  faid  Trajan,  when  he  prefented  it  as  the 
badge  of  office  to  Sabttranus,  whom  he  had  appointed  Prefect 
of  the  Pretorian  guards  :  "  Remember,  it  is  your  duty  to  ufe 
it  for  my  defence  while  I  govern  well;  if  I  govern  ;'//,  your 
duty  to  your  country,  beyond  your  duty  to  mey  will  oblige  you, 
as  a  good  citizen  and  an  honeft  man,  to  ufe  it  for  my  deduc- 
tion." 

Honourable  Temple  Luttrell,  May  23,  1776. 


The 
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The  Greeks  and  Romans  had  fome  wars  of  the  kind  that 
is  now  carrying  on  againft  America  by  this  country.  They 
never  gave  them  the  name  of  rebellions,  nor  acted  againft  them 
as  alien  enemies.  The  latter,  in  one  of  a  fimiJar  nature,  called 
it  the  foclai  war.  I  call  this  a  conflitutional  war.  I  fay  this 
war  is  fraught  with  innumerable  mifchiefs.  Inftead  of  exact- 
ing obedience,  it  declares  nothing  but  a  wifh  for  feparation  ;  it 
meditates  open  destruction,  not  coercion.  It  goes  not  to  the 
punimment  of  rebels,  and  the  protection  of  the  innocent.  It 
is  made  contrary  to  every  rule  obferved  in  connections  of  this 
kind.  Inftead  of  being  directed  againft  individuals,  who  are 
the  fuppofed  authors  of  this  rebellion,  it  is  carried  on  as  if 
againft  fome  foreign  enemy ;  war  is  made  on  the  community 
at  large.  In  fine,  the  principle  of  this  bill  (the  American  Pro- 
hibitory Act)  is  to  punifii  the  innocent,  as  well  as  the  guilty  : 
but  if  the  principles  of  the  bill  be  bad,  the  provifions  of  it  are 
ftill  worfe.  To  carry  it  into  execution,  what  are  you  to  do  ? 
The  framers  of  this  bill,  in  order  to  ftifle  and  hide  the  fixed 
averiion  of  the  people  for  the  fervice,  have  provided  that  the 
plunder  fhall  be  fhared  among  the  captors,  by  way  of  encou- 
ragement. What  is  this  but  facrificing  the  merchant  to  the 
feaman?  Again,  the  glaring  cruelty  and  injuftice  of  fuch  a 
procedure  have  induced  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  admit  fome 
claufes,  in  order  to  foften  the  unexampled  rigour  of  the  hard- 
fhips  complained  of.  Thus  the  fearnan  in  turn  is  facrificed  to 
the  merchant.  In  fuch  a  Mate  of  uncertainty,  what  are  we  to 
conclude  from  this  heterogeneous  mixture  of  indulgence  and 
feverity,  by  which  the  merchant  is  neither  fure  of  his  property, 
nor  the  feaman  of  the  produce  of  the  capture,  when  all  will  be 
law,  litigation,  and  confufion?  It  directly  calls  to  my  me- 
mory the  remarkable  faying  relative  to  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
who,  after  taking  a  very  valuable  prize,  and  having  her  con- 
demned, ivhcn  the  balance  came  to  be  Jirvck,  he  found  hlmfclf  a 
.  confideralle  lofcr* 

Earl  of  Shelburne,  Dec.  20,  1775. 

84  If 
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If  you  empower  the  Commiffioners  in  America  to  propofe 
peace  on  equitable  terms,  offer  to  reflore  their  charters,  and 
relinquish  the  unfuflainable  claim  of  taxation  with  a  good 
grace;  even  now  while  your  armies  figure  in  the  field,  under 
hitherto  triumphant  Generals;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  by 
fo  laudable  a  ftep  you  will  obtain  from  your  colonies,  through 
the  Howes,  as  fair  and  magnanimous  an  anfwer  as  that  which 
was  fent  from  the  Falerii  to  the  Roman  Senate  by  the  great 
Camillus :  "  The  Romans  in  having  preferred  juftice  to  con- 
queft,  have  taught  us  to  be  fatisfied  with  fubmiffion  inftead  of 
liberty." 

Honourable  Temple  Luttrel!^  Otf.  31,  17.76. 

As  a  country  gentleman,  I  muft  call  on  my  brethren  of  that 
denomination  to  interpofe  and  ferve  their  country;  their  paflive 
acquiefcence  to  every  new  burden  made  Sir  Robert  Wai  pole 
fay,  "  that  the  landed  gentlemen  were  like  the  flocks  upon 
their  plains;  they  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  fhorn  without  re- 
fiftance,  while  the  trading  part  of  the  nation  refembled  the 
hog,  who  would  not  let  a  brittle  be  plucked  from  his  back 
xvithout  making  the  whole  parifli  echo  with  his  complaints." 
What  with  fpecious  pretences  and  fair  words  to  the  one,  and 
treafury  acorns  to  the  other,  with  which  they  were  fed,  the  Mi- 
nifter  has  effectually  filenced  the  hcg,  and  impofed  upon  the 
honeft  fimplicity  and  patience  of  thefteep. 

Sir  Charles  Sutt&ury,  Dtc.  4,  1777. 

1  think,  Sir,  the  Americans  are  fighting  in  a  good  caufe  for 
the  defence  of  their  juft  privileges,  and  chartered  as  well  as  in- 
nate rights.  I  am  fure  the  proudef!  and  raofl  defpotic  Court 
in  Europe,  that  of  Vienna,  would  not  have  treated  their  fub- 
je6ls  in  the  manner  this  Court  has  treated  the  Americans  as 
rebels.  When  the  prefent  Emprefs  Queen,  then  only  Queen  of 
Hungary,  fucceeded  her  father,  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Sixth, 
in  1740,  fhe  fecured  the  affections  of  her  Hungarian  fubje&Sj 

by 
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by  .readily  taking  the  old  oath  of  the  Sovereigns  of  that  coun- 
try, eftablifhed  in  1222,  "  If  I,  (fays  fhe),  or  any  of  my  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  at  any  time,  Ihould  attempt  to  infringe  your  privi- 
leges, you  and  your  pofterity  are  permitted,  by  virtue  of  this 
promife,  to  defend  yourfelves,  without  being  liable  to  be  treated 
as  rebels." 

Air.  JVilkes,  Dec.  IO,  1777. 

Tn  confidering  the  lituation  of  the  noble  Lord,  (Lord  North) 
his  fecurity  in  office  is  certainly  owing  to  the  bad  opinion  the 
public  entertain  bf  tbofe  who  wifh  to  get  into  his  place.  The 
fpeech  of  Charles  the  Second  to  his  brother  Jame?,  Duke  of 
York,  is  perfectly  applicable  to  him.  When  the  Duke  cf 
York  told  the  King,  "  he  wondered  the  Prince,  who  had 
rendered  himfelf  fo  unpopular,  would  venture  abroad  without 
his  body  guard."  The  King  replied,  "  Have  no  fears  for  my 
fafety,  brother;  I  am  perfectly  fecure  in  my  perfon,  as  long  as 
my  people  know,  that  if  I  die,  or  am  cut  off,  you  rrruft  be  my 

Mr.Courtcnay^  Nov.  13,  1780. 


SATIRE* 

1  FIND  that  thofe  gentlemen,  who  call  themfelves  patriots, 
have  laid  this  down  as  a  fixed  principle,  that  they  muft  always 
oppofe  thofe  meafures  which  are  refolved  on  by  the  King's  Mi- 
hifters,  and  consequently  muft  always  endeavour  to  fnew  that 
thofe  meafures  are  wrong ;  and  this  I  take  to  be  the  only  reafon 
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why  they  have  been  as  yet  fo  filent  as  to  a  certain  fubjecl,  in 
tvhich  tlie  interefl  of  their  country  is  fo  very  much  concerned. 
Their  language  at  prefent  is,  "  Do  not  let  us  declare  our  opi- 
nion ;  let  us  wait  till  we  know  what  part  the  Miniftry  takes, 
and  then  let  us  endeavour  to  /hew,  that  they  ought  to  have 
a£ted  quite  otherwife."  They  treat  the  Miniilry  in  the  fame 
way  as  I  am  treated  by  fome  gentlemen  of  my  acquaintance, 
with  refpedt  to  my  drefs;  if  I  am  in  plain  clothes,  then  they 
fay,  1  am  a  flovenly,  dirty  fellow;  and  if  by  chance  I  have  a 
fuit  of  clothes  with  fome  lace  on  them,  they  cry,  What!  fhall 
fuch  an  aukward  fellow  vPear  fine  clothes?  So  that  no  drefs  I 
can  appear  in  can  pofnbly  pleafe  them.  But  to  conclude,  Sir, 
the  cafe  of  the  nation  under  the  prefent  Adminiftration  has 
been  the  fame  with  what  it  always  has  been,  and  always  muft 
be ;  for  to  ufe  a  fnnile,  as  long  as  the  wind  was  fair  and  proper 
for  carrying  us. to  our  defigned  port,  the  word  was  ftcady, 
Jleady,  but  when  the  wind  began  to  fhift  and  change,  the  word 
come  then  neceflarily  to  be  thus,  thus,  and  no  near. 

Mr.  Horatio  IValpdc,  Jan.  23,  1734. 

I  think  it  ftrange  that  this  mighty  fecret  of  our  fears  about 
the  Pretender  has  never  been  difcovered  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  this  debate,  till  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft  but  one  difclofed  it;  I  am  glad,  however,  that  it  is  at 
length  difcovered;  for  now  gentlemen  may  have  a  very  clear 
ftate  of  the  cafe;  which  is,  whether  we  ought  to  put  the  nation 
to  the  expence  of  maintaining  1 8,000  men,  for  no  other  reafon, 
but  becaufe  a  certain  gentleman  is  afraid  of  the  Pretender? 
This  is,  I  think,  a  clear  and  a  true  flate  of  the  cafe.  As  for 
the  honourable  gentleman's  fears,  they  put  me  in  mind  of  a 
mad  fellow,  called  Butler,  who  ufed  to  go  about,  and  at  times 
would  appear  very  much  frightened  at  a  certain  phantom  of  his 
own  brain,  whom  he  called  Prince  Kantemir.  This  phantom 
haunted  :him  about  from  place  to  place,  and  nothing  could  drive 
it  cut  of  his  head.  Really,  Sir,  I  don't  know  what  friends  the 

Pretender 
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Pretender  may  make  in  this  kingdom,  if  we  mall  continue  our 
army ;  but  if  we  reduce  that,  I  dare  fay  his  interefl  would 
exift  no  where  but  among  a  few  madmen. 

Sir  William  Wyndham,  Feb.  3,  1738. 

We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  debate  this  night  about  the  Con- 
flitution  and  Government  of  this  and  other  nations;  and  there 
is  no  queflion,  Sir,  but  there  are  many  different  ones  in  the 
world.  But  I  believe  the  People  of  Great  Britain  are  governed 
by  a  power  that  never  was  heard  of  as  a  fupreme  authority  in 
any  age  or  country  before.  This  power,  Sir,  does  not  confift 
in  the  abfolute  will  of  the  Prince,  in  the  "direction  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  ftrength  of  an  army,  in  the  influence  cf  the 
clergy ;  neither,  Sir,  is  it  a  petticoat  government ;  but,  Sir,  it 
is  the  government  of  the  prefs.  The  fluff  which  our  weekly 
newfpapers  are  filled  with  is  received  with  greater  reverence 
than  acts  of  Parliament;  and  the  fentiments  of  one  of  thefe 
fcribblers  have  more  weight  with  the  multitude  than  the  opi- 
nion of  the  beft  politician  in  the  kingdom. 

Jofeph  Danvers,  Efq»  Fd.  3,  1738* 

As  an  honourable  gentleman  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Houfe 
threw  out  a  propotal  to  fend  us  all  to  fchool  again  for  the  re- 
forming our  manners,  Sir,  I  think  our  care  mould  be  to  prevent 
members  of  Parliament  from  being  at  fchool  when  they  are 
here,  from  being  under  the  lafli  of  an  infolent  Minifter,  as,  if 
we  may  credit  hiftory,  has  happened  in  fome  former  Parlia- 
ments. Sir,  I  do  not  mean  the  Parliaments  in  Queen  Elisa- 
beth's reign,  however  fervile  they  are  reprefented  to  have  been 
by  an  honourable  member  over  the  way.  I  am  afraid  the 
practice  of  Miniflers  naming  members  to  boroughs  at  their 
own  will  and  pleafure,  which  he  told  us  was  ufed  by  the  Earl 
of  Leicefler,  has  not  been  dropped  fmce  that  time ;  and  I  wifh 
our  posterity  may  never  fee  days  lefs  advantageous  to  liberty. 
Elizabeth  loved  her  People,  defired  their  honour,  regarded 

their 
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their  intereft;  {he  heard  their  complaints  agnin.fi:  the  greateir, 
the  mofl  favoured  of  her  Miniflers ;  and  yet  I  will  own,  Sir, 
there  were  many  wrong  things  done  in  her  reign,  becaufe  fuf- 
ficient  rellraints  were  not  then  laid  upon  the  power  of  the 
Crown;  and  therefore  the  example  of  her  reign  holds  out  a 
ufeful  lefTon  to  us,  that  even  to  the  befl  of  Princes  we  fhould 
not  allow  fuch  a  dangerous  influence  as  may  tempt  them,  by 
the  advice  of  bad  Mlnifters,  to  encroach  on  our  freedom. 

George  Lyttetton,  Ef%.  May  27,  1739. 

As  the  only  method,  Sir,  of  reducing  this  nation  muft  be 
that  cf  invading  its  colonie.5  and  difmembering  its  provinces, 
by  which  the  chief  perfons  will  be  deprived  of  their  revenues, 
and  a  general  difcontent  be  fpread  over  the  People,  the  forces 
which  will  be  levied  for  this  expedition,  (an  expedition  on 
which  the  honour  of  our  arms  and  the  profperity  of  our 
trade  muft  fo  neceflarily  depend),  ought  to  be  felecled  with  the 
greateft  care,  and  difciplined  with  the  exacleft  regularity. 

On  this  occafion,  therefore,  it  is  furely  improper  to  employ 
troops  newly  collected  from  {hops  and  villages,  and  yet  more 
irrational  to  truft  them  to  the  direction  of  boys  called  on  this 
occafion  from  the  frolicks  of  a  fchool,  or  forced  from  the 
bofoms  of  their  mother,  and  the  foftnefs  of  the  nurfery.  It  is 
not  without  companion,  compaffion  very  far  extended,  that  I 
confider  the  unhappy  ftriplings  doomed  to  a  camp,  from  whom 
the  fun  has  hitherto  been  fcreened,  and  the  wind  excluded; 
Who  have  been  taught  by  many  tender  leftures  the  unwhole- 
lomenefs  of  the  evening  mift  and  the  morning  dews,  who  have 
been  wrapt  in  furs  in  Summer,  who  have  lived  without  any  fa- 
tigue bu£  that  of  drefs,  or  any  care  but  that  of  their  completion. 

Who  can  forbear,  Sir,  fome  degree  of  fympathy,  when  he 
fees  animals  like  thefe  taking  their  laft  farewel  of  the  maid  that 
has  fed  them  with  fweetmeats,  and  defended  them  from  infedls; 
when  he  fees  them  dreft  up  in  the  habiliments  of  fcldiers,  loaded 
with  a  fvvord,  and  inverted  with  a  command,  not  to  mount  the 

guard 
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guard  at  the  Palace,  not  to  difplay  their  lace  at  a  review,  not 
to  protect  ladies  at  the  door  of  an  aflembly  room,  nor  to  fliew 
their  intrepidity  at  a  country  fair,  but  to  enter  into  a  kind  of 
fellowfhip  with  the  rugged  failor,  to  hear  the  tumult  of  a  florm, 
to  fuftain  the  change  of  climates,  and  to  be  fet  on  fhore  in  an 
enemy's  dominions  ! 

Surely  he  that  can  fee  fuch  fpectacles  without  forrow  muft 
have  hardened  his  heart  beyond  the  common  .degree  of  cruelty; 
and  it  may  reafonably  be  expected,  that  he  who  can  propofe 
any  method  by  which  fuch  hardships  may  be  efcaped,  will  be 
thought  intitled  to  gratitude  and  praife. 

Mr.  Pultency,  Dec.  n,  1740, 

Adminiftration  exult  at  having  brought  us  into  this  di- 
lemma. They  have  reafon  to  triumph.  Lord  Chatham,  the 
King  of  Pruflia,  nay,  Alexander  the  Great,- never  gained  more 
in  one  campaign  than  the  noble  Lord  has  loft — be  (Lord 
North)  has  loft  a  whole  Continent.  Although  he  thought  the 
Americans  had  gone  too  far,  and  were  not  juflifiable  in  what 
they  had  done,  yet  they  were  more^uftifiable  for  refifting  than 
they  woald  have  been,  had  they  fubmitted  to  the  tyrannical 
acts  of  a  Britifh  Parliament. 

Mr.  Charles  Fox,  Dec.  26,  1775. 

It  was  a  cuftom  among  the  antient  Perfians  (in  later  times 
adopted  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples)  to  cover  their  tribunals  of 
juftice  with  the  {kins  of  corrupt  lawyers,  whom  they  flayed 
alive.  Were  a  fimilar  example  to  prevail  within  thefe  walls, 
and  the  feats  around  us  to  be  clothed  with  the  fkins  of  corrupt 
Statefmen,  I  fear,  Sir,  (to  the  Speaker),  there  are  not  a  few  gen- 
tlemen on  your  right  hand  would  catcli  their  deaths  of  cold  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  approaching  Winter  :  I  fhould  tremble  this 
night  for  a  long  group  of  penfioners,  contractors,  paymrifters, 
treafurers,  &c.  Sec.  who  will  walk  forth  into  the  lobby  in  order 
to  bring  up  an  addrefs  to  their  Sovereign,  befeeching  that  he 

win 
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will  perfevere  to  plunder  and  aflaffinate  his  fubjecls,  and  to- 
tally to  extinguifh  the  vital  fpiri-t  of  that  free  Conftitution,  on 
the  maintenance  of  which  alone  refls  his  claim  to  the  Throne 
of  thefe  realms. 

Honourable  Temple  LuttreU,  Oft.  31,  1776. 

After  the  fword  and  bayonet  of  honourable  warfare  had  been 
lifted  up,  after  the  fcalping  knife  and  tomahawk  of  our  aflaffin 
allies  had  been  fharpened  againfl  our  fellow  fubjecls,  peace  at 
laft  was  preached  by  our  Minifters,  and  a  commiffion  for  re- 
ftoring  the  harmony  and  union  between  the  two  countries  was 
determined  upon.  To  add  weight  and  dignity  to  the  meafure, 
the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  were  to  give  up  to  this  important 
fervice  three  of  their  own  members  as  heralds  of  peace,  that 
the  fan&ion  of  a  part  of  the  legiflative  body  might  create  an 
additional  awe  and  reverence.  To  grace  the  commiffion,  to 
captivate  the  rude  members  of  Congrefs,  and  civilize  the  wild 
inhabitants  of  an  unpolifhed  country,  a  noble  Peer  (Earl  of 
-Carlifle)  was  very  properly  appointed  Chief  of  the  honourable 
embafly  to  the  Congrefs.  His  Lordfhip,  to  the  furprife  and  ad- 
miration of  that  part  of  the  new  world,  carried  with  him  a 
green  ribband ;  the  gentle  manners,  winning  behaviour,  and  loft 
infinuating  addrefs  of  a  modern  man  of  quality,  and  a  pro- 
fefled  courtier.  The  Mufes  and  Graces,  with  a  group -of  little 
laughing  Loves,  were  in  his  train;  and,  for  the  firft  time, 
crofTed  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  miles,  Nov.  26,  1778. 

The  perfon  alluded  to  (Lord  Holland)  at  the  beginning  of 
the  late  war,  thought  it  a  point  of  honour  to  refign  his  office, 
when  he  found  he  could  no  longer  hold  it  fur  the  benefit  of  his 
country  ;  but  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  (Lord  North) 
makes  it  his  point  of  honour  to  keep  in  his  office  year  after 
year,  though  his  adminiftration  has  been  a  feries  of  misfortunes 
to  his  country;  and  in  the  very  moment  of  additional  calami- 
ties 
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ties  he  goes  into  the  Cabinet  and  advife*  his  Sovereign  to  be- 
ftow  on  him  a  moft  lucrative  vacant  place,  the  Wardfhip  of 
the  Cinque  Ports.  And  why  ?  Becaufe  in  another  year  the 
Crown  might  have  nothing  left  to  give,  if  his  Lordfhip  con- 
tinued to  govern. 

Mr.  Fox,  Ncv.  27,  1778. 

The  noble  Lord  (Lord  -North)  has  frequently  anrnfed  him- 
felf  and  his  auditors  with  information  at  fecond  hand,  and 
confident  predictions  exactly  refembling  the  prefent.  How 
often  has  his  Lordfhip  held  forth  to  this  Houfe,  with  all  the 
oratory  for  which  he  is  fo  juftly  diftinguifhed,  in  defcribing 
the  People  of  America  as  weak  and  divided,  as  hating  their 
Governors,  and  only  acting  under  the  dominion  of  force  and 
compulfion  ?  How  often  has  his  Lordfhip  painted  their  dif- 
trefles  in  all  that  glow  that  is  natural  to  a  warm  imagination  ? 
How  often  has  he  defcribed  them  as  covered  with  a  blanket, 
held  together  round  their  naked  carcafles  by  a  fkewer  only  ? 
What  pictures  of  their  fami/hecLbodies  and  meagre  counte- 
nances, and  that  woe  and  mifery  which  "  befpeak  a  variety  of 
wretchednefs;"  of  their  want  of  all  kinds  of  provifions,  even  of 
fait;  of  being  totally  deflitute  of  all  kinds  of  military  and  naval 
ftores ;  of  guns,  powder,  ball,  or  bayonets ;  of  all  apparel  or 
furniture  for  fhips  deilined  for  trade  or  war.  Pleafed,  but 
aftoniftied,  how  often  has  this  Houfe  catched  with  joy  the  glad 
and  important  tidings  ?  But  lo  !  how  often,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  we  been  awakened  out  of  thofe  deceitful  and  umvhole- 
fome  {lumbers,  into  which,  I  prefume,  the  noble  Loid  unde- 
fignedly  lulled  us  !  What  has  been  the  confequence  ?  We 
found  that  the  People,  inftead  of  being  divided,  were  united; 
we  found  that  thofe  naked  rebels  had  clothes,  victuals,  powder, 
ball,  (hip  furniture,  Sec.  We  found  that  they  net  only  pof- 
fefled  them,  but  pofiefled  them  in  great  quantities.  The  Lou- 
don  Gazette,  that  repofitory  of  truth,  informed  us,  at  leafr, 
that  the  noble  Lord  was  mifinformed ;  for,  be  fides  the  returns 

of 
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of  the  killed  and  wounded,  feme  little  proof,  it  was  generally 
clofed  with  a  return  of  flores  of  all  kinds,  provifions,  powder, 
ball,  guns,  mortars,  &c.  &c. 

Right  Honourable  'Thomas  'Tovjnfocnd,  Dec.  16,  1778. 

I  muft,  Sir,  oppofe  the  motion  for  returning  our  thanks  to 
the  late  Speaker  (Sir  Fletcher  Norton)  for  the  fpeech  made  by 
him  to  His  Majefly  at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  which 
he  told  His  Majeily,  »«  Sir,  take  care  how  you  fpend  your 
o'ji'n  money,  lay  It  out  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  manner"  For  my  part, 
I  know  not  where  to  look  for  an  example,  unlefs  I  refer  to  city 
politics.  In  the  records  of  London  it  is  to  be  found,  that  a 
Lord  Mayor  (Mr.  Eec^ford)  taking  advantage  of  his  official 
capacity,  which  brought  him  into  the  prefence  of  his  Sove- 
reign, had  dared,  with  all  the  infolent  gravity  of  magiftracy,  to 
addrefs  his  Sovereign  with  an  extempore  fpeech.  The  Houfe 
well  know  how  that  fpeech  was  received  in  the  city,  and  how 
the  author  of  it  has  been  thanked.  A  ftatue  has  been  put  up 
in  Guildhall  to  his  memory,  with  his  figure  ftanding  in  a  pofi- 
f  ion  of  oratory,  and  his  fpeedwin  his  hand. 

This  live-long  fpeech  e'en  Balaam's  afs  might  own, 
tit  for  eternal  record,  cut  in  city  fior.c. 

jl'fr,  Courtcnay,  ATcf.  1 8,  1780. 


I  beg  leave  to  apologize  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rigby)  for  not  aniwering  feme  things  that  have  fallen 
from  him,  in  the  fame  ludicrous  ftrain  in  which  he  clmfes  to 
yiew  every  thing,  except  what  relates  immediately  to  his  own 
interelt.  In  my  opinion,  Sir,  there  are  fome  things  too  ferious 
for  ridicule,  and  the  queftion  now  before  us,  to  return  tho 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Earl  Cornwallis,  if  ever  any  quefliou 
/did,  merits  a  moft  ferious  and  grave  difcuiiion.  I  cannot  but 
the  honourable  gentleman  lias  a  fund  of  drollery 

and 
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and  humour,  but  I  like  his  ingenuity,  his  humour,  and  his  coun- 
fe/s,  better  than  his  political  arguments. 

Mr.  Sheridan)  Nov.  27,  1780. 


I  mean  no  reflection  on  the  delegates,  whom  I  efleem  and 
refpedt ;  they,  I  am  convinced,  will  Icorn  the  afliftance,  and 
difdain  to  court  popularity  among  this  reprobate  part  of  fo- 
ciety.  The  Committees  (their  conftituents)  are  inftituted  for 
more  laudable  purpofes ;  they  may  be  confidered  as  felf-erected 
political  hand-polls  planted  over  the  country  to  peint  out 
to  the  people  the  path  they  are  to  purfuc, 

"  Along  the  cool  fequcftered  vale  of  life, 
To  keep  the  noifelefs  tenor  of  their  way." 

In  other  refpedts  too,  they  do  great  and  efTential  fervice  to 
their  country ;  they  intercept  the  noxious  Itreams  which  flow 
from  their  body  politic  in  a  very  fenfible  perfpiration,  and  con- 
denfe  the  vapour  which  defcend  on  the  table  of  the  Houfe,  in  a 
harmlefs  fliower  of  petitions,  remc%lrances,  and  projects,  for 
reformation.  From  fuch  political  manufacturers  we  may  ra- 
tionally expect  a  new  and  fplendid  edition  of  Magna  Charta, 
ftamped  on  pro  patria  paper,  and  worked  up  from  the  rags  of 
the  community.  They  feledl  the  latent  fparks  of  virtue  and 
patriotifm  from  a  part  of  the  commonalty,  where  none  is  ex- 
pected to  be  found,  as  an  eietiric  machine  extracts  fire  from  a 
dunghill. 

I  entertain  the  higheft  opinion  of  the  conduct,  views,  and 
principles  of  the  delegates ;  no  man  laments  more  than  I  their 
banilhment  from  Guildhall;  but  I  confole  myfelf  by  reflecting, 
that  it  is  an  honourable  fpecies  of  ofttacifm,  by  which  the 
Common  Council  of  London  proudly  and  ambitioufly  affect 
to  imitate  the  conduct  of  the  celebrated  citizens  of  Athens: 
their  character  too  I  hold  in  the  higheft  veneration. 

VOL.  II.  T  Their 
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Their  wife  Divan,  their  bed  companions  grace, 
Chiefs  out  of  war,  and  members  out  of  place  ; 
Who  fondly  mingle  in  their  hope-fill'd  bowl, 
The  feaft  of  reafon,  and  the  flow  of  foul ; 
Ev'n  he,  whofe  light'ning  pierc'd  rebellion's  lines, 
For  reformation,  forms  their  great  defigns. 

To  them  we  are  indebted  for  many  excellent  projects  to 
reftore  and  renovate  the  Conflitution ;  annual  Parliaments 
amongft  the  reft  ;  for  as  all  power  originates  from  the  People, 
by  fhortening  the  exiftence  of  Parliament,  (for  their  political 
fins),  they  will  be  rendered  more  humble  and  dependent  on 
their  Creators,  and  become  a  fhining,  but  transient,  emana- 
tion from  them ;  be  directed  by  every  popular  blaft,  and  turn 
like  a  f moke  jack  by  the  breath  of  the  People. 

Mr.  Courtenay,  May  8,  1781. 

The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  (Lord  North)  has  this 
day  given  the  moft  explicit  evidence  of  his  activity  and  negli- 
gence, of  his  capacity  andJpcapacity.  He  has  fhewn  that,  as 
firil  Lord  of  the  Treafury  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
he  has  been  negligent,  or  incapable  of  his  duty;  and  at  the 
fame  time  he  has  {hewn  by  his  fpeech  of  this  day,  that  he  has 
botfi  the  induftry  and  the  talents  to  comprehend  what  his  duty 
is.  He  has  been  negligent,  or  incapable  in  the  execution.  He 
is  active  and  able  in.  the  conception  of  his  trull.  The  whole  of 
the  copious  detail  which  he  has  given  is  clear,  methodical,  and 
accurate  !  So  perfectly  clear,  that  a  pin  may  be  feen  at  the  bot- 
tom of  it !  Ke  has  fhewn  manifeft  knowledge  of  the  regula- 
tions that  are  necefTary,  which  muft  have  required  induflry  and 
exertion  to  acquire;  and  he  has  proved,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
knowing  the  irregularities  of  his  office,  he  has  failed  to  reform 
them.  With  refpedt  to  the  Commimon  of  Accounts,  it  is 
throughout,  in  the  very  language  of  the  noble  Lord,  perfectly 
infignificant in  one  part,  totally  impracticable  in  another;  the 
reform  will  not  be  advantageous  in  a  third ;  not  worth  the  ex- 
perience 
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perience  in  a  fourth;  perfectly  ufelefs  in  a  fifth,  and  produc- 
tive of  inconvenience  in  a  fixth.  The  nohle  Lord  has  th£ 
word  trifling  in  his  mouth  in  every  fentence.  It  is,  in  the 
Words  of  the  Poet, 

A  triflng  fong  you  (hall  hear, 

Begun  with  a  trifle  and  ended  j 
All  trifling  people  draw  near, 

And  I  fhall  be  nobly  attended. 

Mr.  Burke,  May  10,  1781. 


Whenever  the  vice  of  gaming  is  to  be  fupprefled,  I  truft  that 
moft  pernicious  fpecies  of  it,  the  adventuring  in  lotteries,  will 
be  the  firft  object  of  attention  :  this,  it  is  true,  is  patronifed 
by  the  Legiflature,  and  yet  nothing  can  be  more  detrimental 
to  the  morals  of  the  People  ;  for  it  not  only  promotes  the  fpirit 
of  gambling  amongft  the  lower  orders  of  fociety,  bur,  by 
fufpending  the  induftrious  purfuits,  tends  to  introduce  every 
kind  of  depravity.  While  the  evil  was  permitted  to  reign  in 
its  late  extent,  it  was  in  a  fair  way  of  curing  itfelf  ;  for  every 
fecond  tradefman  being  a  lottery-office  keeper,  and  very  few 
pofleffing  any  capital,  the  fmalleft  lofs  made  them  abfcond,  and 
the  public  credulity  was  thereby  gradually  diminimed:  but 
now  the  practice  has  been  regulated,  by  the  wifdom  of  Parlia- 
ment, for  the  better  fecurity  of  adventurers,  it  will  no  doubt 
perpetually  increafe,  with  all  its  train  of  mifchievous  confe- 
quences  ;  for  Government  has  entered  into  a  fort  of  partner- 
fliip  wuh  the  office  keepers;  and  as  they  are  fo  derive  a  be- 
nefit from  the  fuccefs  of  the  delufions,  they  will,  no  doubt, 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  extend  their  defigns. 

Mr.  Sheridan  ,  May  15,  1781. 

There  is  one  objection  which  feems  not  to  have  been  taken 

notice  of,  which  is,  that  when  failors,  fufpected  to  be  deferters, 

are  brought  before  a  juftice  of  peace,  though  the  fufpicion  turns 

T  2  out 
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out  to  be  groundlefs,  they  may,  neverthelefs,  by  authority  of 
former  ftatutes,  be  impreffed.     I  cannot  therefore  but  compH- 

'  uient  the  Board  of  Admiralty  on  the  fenfe  they  feem  to  enter- 
tain of  the  honour  of  Britim.  failors ;  it  may  be  illuftrated  by 
a  very  trite  anecdote  of  Julius  Cefar;  for,  like  his  wife,  the 
character  of  our  feamen  mud  be  as  clear  of  fufpicion  as  juit 
impeachment;  they  muft  not  only  not  be  deferters,  but  not 

Jujpcfled  to  be  fo. 

Jtft.  Sheridan,  May  17,  1781. 

Suppofmg  any  remonftrance  with  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Xorth)  againft  the  American  war,  what  will  the  noble  Lord 
fay  ?  "  Why  you  know  that  this  war  is  a  matter  of  neceflity, 
and  not  of  choice ;  you  fee  the  difficulties  to  which  I  am 
driven,  and  to  which  I  have  reduced  my  country ;  and  you 
know  alfo,  that  in  my  own  private  character  I  am  a  lover  of 
peace.  For  what  reafon  then  do  I  perfift  in  fpite  of  convic- 
tion ?  For  your  benefit  alone!  For  you  I  have  violated  the 
moil  facred  engagements!  For  you  neglected  the  fuggeflions 
of  confcience  and  reafon !  For  you  forfeited  a  thoufand  times 
my  honour  and  veracity  in  this  bufmefs,  and  for  you  I  muft 
ilill  perfift !  Without  the  American  war  I  mall  have  no 
places,  no  emoluments  to  beftow,  not  a  fmgle  loan  to  nego- 
tiate, nor  fhall  I  be  able  to  retain  the  poor  fituation  of  mine 
that  I  have  fo  long  held  difintereftedly.  You  fee  me  now  in 
the  moll  elevated  fituation,  with  the  difpofal  of  places  and 
penfioiii,  and  with  the  whole  power  of  the  nation  in  my 
hands;  but  make  peace  with  America  to-day,  and  to-morrow  I 
fhall  be  reduced  to  the  level  of  private  life,  retaining  nothing 
but  what  is  merely  perfonal  of  all  my  prefent  advantages." 

"  If  you  do  not  vote  with  me  (fays  the  noble  Lord)  againft 
a  peace  with  America,  how  am  I  to  give  you  any  thing  ?  It 
is  true  that  my  fituation  as  Minifter  is  a  refpectable  and  ele- 
vated fituation  ;  but  it  is  the  American  war  that  enables  me  to 
give  douceurs,  and  to  put  into  your  pockets  eight  or  nine 
2  hundred 
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hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  a  loan.  Put  an  end  to  that,  and 
you  undo.  all.  My  power  will  be  miferably  leflened,  and  your 
pay  as  miferably  reduced.  As  to  myfelf,  why  I  am  perfectly 
indifferent  about  that ;  I  get  a  little,  and  it  is  my  happinefs  that 
a  little,  thank  Heaven,  contents  me.  I  cannot  therefore  be 
iuppofed  to  care  if  a  peace  takes  place  with  America  to-mor- 
row, as  far  as  I  am  perfonaily  concerned;  but  for  your  <ru.-tt 
Jakes  do  not  let  fuch  a  thing  come  to  fofs»  Nay,  were  I  to  go  out 
of  office,  a  fituation  I  never  coveted,  always  difliked,  and  hear- 
tily wiflied  to  be  rid  of,  ftill  I  hope  the  American  war  will  be 
continued."  Such  pathetic  reafoning  cannot  fail  having  its 
effect ;  and  thus  it  is  the  noble  Lord  induces  the  members  of 
this  Houfe  to  facrihce  the  intereft  of  their  conftituents,  by 
proving  that  th*ir  own  intereft  is  eflentially  connected  with 
the  American  war.  Was  it  poffible,  therefore,  that  a  peace 
could  be  obtained  with  America  ?  "  Oh  fpare  my  beautiful 
fyftem !  (the  noble  Lord  would  cry).  What,  {hall  I  part 
with  that !  with  that  whick  has  been  the  glory  of  the  prefent 
reign,  which  has  extended  the  dominions,  raifed  the  reputation, 
and  replenished  the  finances  of  my  country.  No,  for  God's 
fake,  let  this  be  adhered  to,  and  do  with  all  the  reft  what  you 
pleafe ;  deprive  me  if  you  pleafe  of  this  poor  fituation :  take 
all  my  power,  all  my  honour  and  confequence,  but  fpare  my 
beautiful  fyftem,  oh  fpare  my  fyftem  !" 

Mr.  Fox,  May  30,  1781. 

The  prefent  ruinous  fyftem  of  affairs  is  not  defended  by 
any  one  man  of  real  independent  property  ;  there  is  no  man  in 
this  Houfe,  unkis  he  has  a  place,  a  contra&,  or  fome  fuch  mo- 
tive to  fpeak,  that  attempts  to  defend  them ;  therefore  it  is 
highly  indecent  for  men  to  echo  their  own  praile,  and  to  be  the 
only  perlbns  that  can  juftify  their  conduct;  they  are  all  ex- 
actly in  the  fame  tone,  and  play  into  each  other's  hands  ex- 
tremely clever :  if  a  motion  cenfures  the  American  Secretary, 
he  is  defended  by  the  Secretary  at  War ;  if  the  Secretary  at 
T  3  War 


278  BEAUTIES    OF     THE 

War  is  cenfured,  the  American  Secretary  thinks  it  his  duty  to 
defend  him ;  and  if  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  North)  in  the  blue 
ribband  is  accufed,  then  both  the  others  cry  out,  "  Would  you 
remove  a  man  who  is  at  the  head  of  affairs  at  this  critical  pe- 
riod r"  I  would  anfwer  yes ;  now  is  the  time,  for  the  voice  of 
the  People  is  againft  him,  and  without  their  having  faith  in  him, 
all  his  ends  muft  be  fruftrated.  Minifters  always  make  ufe  of 
the  excufe,  "  That  you  blame  our  meafures  after  the  event 
has  happened,  becaufe  they  mifcarried."  If  Minifters  mean  to 
exculpate  themfelves,'  let  them  come  forth,  fhew  the  Houfe 
what  their  plans  were,  how  they  had  formed  them,  and  what 
they  intended;  then  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  Houfe  to 
judge  whether  they  deferve  blame  or  not;  but  certainly  it  is 
very  natural  to  cenfure  men  from  the  event  of  their  actions, 
for  by  what  other  criterion  can  you  judge  them  ?  When  firft 
I  heard  the  new  American  Secretary  (Mr.  Welbore  Ellis)  pro- 
claim his  profeflion  of  faith,  I  was  inclined  to  think  there  was 
fome  likelihood  of  his  falvation;  but  as  he  ftill  perfifts  in  his 
errors,  all  that  hope  of  extreme  unclion  is  wiped  away,  and 
he  is  now  as  far  from  being  faved  as  any  of  his  colleagues. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr,  Ellis)  has  got  out  of  a 
good  warm  bed,  (the  Treafurerfhip  of  the  Navy),  and  ven- 
tured, with  his  eyes  fcarce  open,  into  a  veflel  tofled  in  a  tem- 
pefl,  and  riding  on  the  billows  in  a  violent  ftorm.  I  uiuft 
think  him.  exceedingly  wife  in  having  done  fo,  and  that  it 
might  be  faid  to  him,  what  the  wife  of  Brutus  faid  to  her  huf* 
band  - 

Is  it  not  for  your  health  thus,  my  Lord,  to  commit 
Your  weak  condition  to  the  raw  cold  morning. 

Mr.  Burke,  March  8,  1782. 


Though  many  perfons  wifti  to  drop  the  fubje6t  of  the  Coa- 
lition, as  trite  and  unfit  to  be  longer  talked  of,  I  am  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion,  and  wifh  to  fee  iJlarKng  perched  on  the  right 

elbow 
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elbow  of  the  Speaker's  chair,  v.hc,  whenever  a  pernicious  mea- 
fure  like  that  under  confideration  is  brought  forward,  fhould 
repeat  inceflantly  to  the  Treafury  Bench,  "  difgraceful,  fhame- 
lefs  coalition."  I  fhould  not  have  been  hurt  to  the  degree  I 
now  feel  myfelf,  if  the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  deferted 
alone,  and  had  not  feduced  numbers  of  men,  who  flood  high 
in  public  eftimation,  with  whom  I  have  formerly  thought 
it  a  very  high  honour  to  afTociate,  but  who  now,  however 
elevated  their  flation,  compared  to  my  humble  lot,  I  fhall  en- 
deavour to  keep  myfelf  free  from,  for  the  infe&ioa  has  fpread 
far  and  wide,  and  has  taken  effefr.  upon  many  gentlemen, 
whofe  conftitutional  principles  I  thought  free  from  danger. 
Mr*  Martin.,  Dec.  I,  1783. 

It  is  impoffible  to  be  too  greatly  alarmed  at  the  vaft  efredl 
the  influence  of  his  Eaft-India  Bill  will  have  on  the  right  ho- 
nourable Secretary,  (Mr.  Fox),  to  whom  I  at  prefent  am  ready 
to  fubfcribe  as  a  man  of  unmoved  integrity:  but  1  cannot 
help  citing  here  the  following  lines  from  Shakefpeare's  Julius 
Cefar : 


•He  would  be  crown'd- 


How  t^at  might  change  his  nature,  there's  thequeftion. 
It  is  the  bright  day  that  brings  forth  the  adder  ; 
And  that  craves  wary  walking;  crown  him — that— 
And  then  I  grant  we  put  a  fting  in  him, 
That  at  his  will  he  may  dodaagcr  with. 
Th'  abufe  of  greatnefs  is,  when  it  disjoins 
Remorfe  from  Power  :  and,  to  fpeak  truth  of  Cefar, 
I  have  not  known  when  his  affe&ions  fway'd 
More  than  his  reafon.      But  'tis  a  common  proof, 
That  lowlinefs  is  young  ambition's  ladder, 
Whereto  the  climber  upwards  turns  his  face ; 
But  when  he  once  attains  the  upmoft  round, 
He  then  unto  the  ladder  turns  his  back  ! 

in  the  clouds,  fcorning  the  bafe  degree* 

T4  By 


i8o  BEAUTIES    OF    THE 

By  which  he  did  afcend  :  fo  Ccfar  may  : 
Then  left  he  may,  prevent-  •          

Mr.  Ardcn,  Dec.  I,  1783. 

We  have  this  day  been  honoured  with  the  counfels  of  a 
complete  gradation  of  lawyers.     We   have  received  the  opi- 
nion of  a  Judge.)  (Kenyon) ;  of  an  Attorney  General  in  pctto^ 
(Bearcroft) ;    of    an  ex- Attorney  General,  (Lee) ;  and   of  a 
practifing  barrifter,  (Taylor).     I  agree  with  the  learned  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Bearcroft)  in  his  admiration  of  the  abilities  of  my 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Fox).    What  he  has  faid  of  his  quick- 
nefs  and  of  his  profoundnefs,  of  his  boldnefs  and  his  candour, 
is  literally  juft  and  true,  which  the  mental  accomplifhment 
of  my  honourable  friend  is,  on  every  occafion,  calculated  to 
extort  even  from  his  adverfaries.     The  learned  gentleman  has, 
however,  in  this  infidious  eulogium,  connected  fuch  qualities 
of  mind  with  thofe  he  has  praifed  and  venerated,  as  to  con- 
vert his  encomium  into  reproach,  and  his  tributes  of  praife 
into  cenfure  and  invective.     The  boldnefs  he  has  defcribed  is 
only  craft,  and  his  candour  hypocrify.     Upon  what  grounds 
does  the  learned  gentleman  connect  thofe  afiemblages  of  great 
qualities  and  of  cardinal  defects  ?     Upon  what  principles  either 
of  juftice  or  of  equity  does  he  exult  with  one  hand,  whilft  he 
infidioufly  reprobates  and  deftroys  with  the  other  ?     If  the 
ivolf  is  to  be  feared,  the  learned  gentleman  may  reft  aflured, 
it  will  be  the  wolf  in  fheep's  cloathing,  the  mafked  pretender 
to  patriotifm.     It  is  not  from  the  fang  of  the  lion,  but  from 
the    tooth  of  the  ferpent,  that   reptile  that  infidioufly  fteals 
upon  the   vitals   of  the   Conflitution,   and  gnaws  it  to   the 
heart  ere  the  mifchief  is  fufpected,  that  deflruction  is   to  be 
feared.     Writh  regard  to  the  acquifition  of  a  learned  gentle- 
man, (Mr., Taylor),  who  has  declared  that  he  means  to  vote 
with  us  this  day,  I  am  forry  to  acknowledge,  that,  from  the 
declaration  the  learned  gentleman  has  made  at  the  beginning 

of 
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of  his  fpeech,  I  fee  no  great  reafon  to  boaft  of  fuch  an  auxiliary. 
The  learned  gentleman,  who  has  with  peculiar  modeflv  ftileil 
himfelf  a  chicken  lawyer,  has  declared,  that  thinking  us  in  the 
right  with  refpect  to  the  fubject  of  this  day's  difcuflion,  he 
fhali  vote  with  us ;  but  he  has  at  the  fame  time  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  affert,  that  he  has  never  before  voted  differently 
from  the  Minifter  and  his  friends,  and  perhaps  he  never  fhall 
again  vote  with  thofe  whom  he  means  to  fupport  this  day. 
It  is  rather  fmgular  to  vote  with  us  profefTedly,  becaufe  he  finds 
us  to  be  in  the  right,  and  in  the  very  moment  that  he  affigns  ib 
good  a  reafon  for  changing  his  fide,  to  declare,  tjiat  in  all  pro- 
bability he  never  fliall  vote  with  us  again.  I  am  forry  to  find 
the  chicken  is  a  bird  of  ill  omen,  and  that  its  augury  is  fo  un- 
propitious  to  our  future  Jnterefts.  Perhaps  it  would  have  been 
as  well  under  thefe  circumfbnces,  that  the  chicken  had  not 
left  the  barn  door  of  the  Treafury,  but  continued  fide  by  fide 
with  the  old  cock  (Mr.  K n)  to  pick  thofe  crumbs  of  com- 
fort which  would,  doubtlefs,  be  dealt  out  in  time,  with  a  libe- 
rality proportioned  to  the  fidelity  of  the  feathered  tribe. 

Mr*  Sheridan,  Feb.  9,  1785. 

-  ^ 

Thhe  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  allows  no  op- 
portunity to  flip,  in  which  he  can  be  at  all  of  fervice  to  his  fa- 
vourite object  of  purfuit.  I  think,  however,  that  for  fome 
time  paft  he  has  been  engaged  in  purfuits  which  were  unwor- 
thy of  the  ambition  and  dignity  of  fo  noble  a  mind  as  he 
poiTefles.  He  has  taken  a  kind  of  whim  and  craze  refpecting 
this  faid  Weflminfter  Election,  and  whenever  any  caufe  oc- 
curs in  which  it  is  in  any  refpect  concerned,  there  he  is  fure 
to  be.  He  is  fometimes  to  be  feen  on  a  fcaffbld  in  a  Court  of 
Requeft,  and  fometimes  on  a  coach-box  in  Palace  Yard.  I  my- 
felf  was  lately  engaged  in  a  caufe,  in  which  there  was,  fome 
how  or  other,  reference  to  the  Weftminfter  Election,  and,  to 
my  great  aftonifhment,  I  there  found  the  right  honourable 

gentleman. 
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gentleman.  I  happened  to  fay,  during  the  ccurfe  of  my  plead- 
ings, that  I  w  lined  to  put  all  thoughts  of  the  Weftmiiifter 
Scrutiny  out  of  the  queftion,  as  it  would  overwhelm  all  ideas 
of  law  and  jufiice.  The  trial  was  on  Saturday  laft,  and  I 
went  that  morning,  Monday,  to  the  coffee  houfe  in  full  ex- 
pectation of  feeing  my  name  and  fpeech  in  the  newfpapers, 
but,  to  my  mortification,  I  found  neither.  The  right  honou- 
rable gentleman,  however,  was  not  difpofed  to  treat  me  with 
fo  much  gentlenefs  :  he  had  taken  a  note  of  my  expreffion  with 
a  pencil  when  uttered,  and  has  this  day  brought  it  up  in  the 
debate.  To  all  his  other  great  characters,  by  fo  doing,  he  has 
thereby  added  that  of  a  word-catcher  / 

Mr.  Bear  croft,.  Feb.  9,  1785. 

Before  I  fit  down,  T  cannot  but  take  notice  of  the  honoa- 
rable  gentleman's  (Mr.  Powys)  addrefs  to  me  about  the  word 
trumpery.  I  do  aflure  the  honourable  gentleman  I  did  not  ap- 
ply that  phrafe  to  him.  I  talked  of  Generals,  and  Serjeants, 
and  Corporals,  and  I  know  not  what ;  but  I  am  afloniflied  the 
honourable  gentleman  fhould  have  taken  the  phrafe  to  himfelf, 
or  have  thought  that  I  could  have  regarded  him  in  any  Jubor- 
dlnate  rank,  or  as  any  thing  lefs  than  a  General !  I  admit  him 
to  be  fuch !  I  have  feen  him  head  armies  of  obfervation,  and 
even  as  an  Admiral  of  a  fleet  failing  under  a  neutral  flag.  In 
all  the  different  manoeuvres  of  political  ta&icks,  I  know  him  to 
be  perfectly  Ikilful.  And  what  ftill  more  aiionifhes  me  is,  that 
the  honourable  gentleman  fhould  think  I  meant  him,  when  I 
was  talking  of  perfifl  conjljlency  at  the  moment  that  I  let  drop 

the  filly  expreffion. 

Mr.  Dundas,  Feb.  23,  1785. 
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JL  H  E  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  but  one  talked 
of  prophefies,  and  afked,  what  thofe  prophets  had  prophefied. 
Had  they,  faid  he,  prophefied  this  ?  or  had  they  prophefied 
that  ?  What  prophets  or  prophefies  he  means  I  do  not  know ; 
hut  I  may  fay,  that  without  any  great  fpirit  of  prophefy,  the 
moment  you  feparated  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Spain,  every 
thing  that  has  fince  happened  might  have  bsen  eafily  foretold. 
The  gentleman  likewife  talked  of  pamphlets.  I  have  likcwifa 
lately  fee n  a  pamphlet,  juft  publilhed;  and  whether  from  the 
{tile  it  is  wrote  in,  or  the  perplexity  in  the  way  of  thinking, 
which  is  difcovered  in  every  part  of  it,  I  think  I  can  be  almoll 
certain  ?.s  to  the  author  of  it.  The  whole  of  this  fine  perform- 
ance refults  in  this,  that  the  nation  is  in  a  very  bad  fixation; 
fomething  muft  be  done;  bui  what  is  to  be  done,  the  author 
does  not  know  :  if  we  do  one  thing,  we  are  ftill  in  the  fame 
fituation  we  were  before,  perhaps  worfe ;  if  we  do  another 
thing,  our  cafe  will  ftill  be  the  fame.  In  ihort,  lie  at  laft 
leaves  us  in  the  fame  wretched  fituation  he  found  us;  upon 
which,  I  muft  fuppofe  this  cafe :  fuppofe  a  phyfician  to  have 
a  patient  for  fome  time  under  his  hands ;  the  patient  lingers 
and  decays,  and  at  laft  finds  himfelf  in  fo  low  and  weak  a 
condition,  that  he  begins  to  defpair  ;  the  phyfician  is  fent  for; 
the  patient  complains,  and  afks  what  is  to  be  done ;  the  doctor 
ahfwers  gravely  —  Sir,  you  ;ire,  indeed,  in  a  very  bad  ftate; 
there  are  but  two  or  three  different  ways  of  treating  your  dif- 
temper,  and  I  am  afraid  that  neither  of  them  will  do;  a  vomit 
may  throw  you  into  convulfions,  and  kill  you  at  once;  a 
purging  may  give  you  a  diarrhoea,  which  would  certainly  carry 
you  off  in  a  fhort  time ;  and  to  bleed  you,  Sir — I  have  already 

bled 
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bled  you  fo  much,  and  fo  often,  that  you  can  bear  it  no  lon- 
ger. In  fuch  a  fituation,  would  not  the  patient  probably  ex- 
claim againft  his  doftor,  and  fay,  Sir,  you  have  always  pre- 
tended to  be  a  regular  phyfician,  but  I  have  found  you  an  ar- 
rant quack  ;  I  had  an  excellent  conftitution  when  I  firft  came 
into  your  hands,  but  you  have  quite  deftroyed  it  ;  and  now  I 
find  I  have  no  other  choice  for  faving  my  life,  but  by  calling 
for  the  help  of  fome  regular  phyfician. 

Mr.  IV.  Pultency,  Jan.  25,  1734. 

The  reafoning  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft 
(Mr.  Pelham)  is  not  unlike  that  of  a  phyfician  who  was  called 
to  vilit  an  acquaintance  of  mine.  Two  or  three  other  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  were  called  at  the  fame  time,  and  all  of 
them,  except  this  phyfician,  agreed  in  their  confultations, 
that  the  nature  of  the  patient's  difeafe  required  lenitives.  The 
reafon  which  the  fingular  doctor  gave  for  differing  from  his 
brethren  was,  "  that  corrofives  were  only  to  be  cured  by  cor- 
rofives."  Sir,  we  have  long  had  corrofives  applied,  to  correct 
the  fharp  humours  of  a  people  whofe  conftitution  has  been  vi- 
tiated by  a  courfe  of  fevere  exactions  and  taxes,  without  any 
apparent  advantage  to  the  kingdom  ;  and  it  was  reafonable  to 
expefr,  Sir,  that  by  this  time  fome  lenitives  mould  have  been 
applied  :  but  this,  Sir,  it  feems,  is  not  agreeable  to  the  maxims 
of  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  laft  feffion  entertained  us 
with  the  ever-memorable  fpeech  which  concluded  by  telling 
us  from  a  Roman  poet,  Immedlcabite  vitlnus  enfe  yec'idendum.  I 
am  afraid  that  this,  Sir,  may,  indeed,  be  the  only  remedy  that 
can  be  applied,  if  we  fhould  proceed  in  exafperating  the  people, 
By  not  only  continuing  but  increasing  the  principal  grievance 

they  have, 

Walter  Plumer,  Efq.  Feb.  3,   1738. 

I  fliall  not  pretend,  Sir,  to  be  a  competent  judge  of  our  con- 
duct for  feveral  years  paft.  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  fay  pofi- 

tively, 
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tivtly,  what  we  have  clone,  or  what  we  might  have  done  ;  but, 
in  my  opinion,  we  have  had  feveral  opportunities  for  inducing, 
if  not  compelling  the  Spaniards,  and  likewife  fome  other  of 
our  neighbours,  to  give  us  full  fatisfaclion  for  injuries  paft, 
which  would  have  been  the  beft  fecurity  againft  any  iuch  for 
the  future;  nay,  I  am  of  opinion  we  might  have  prevented 
mod  of  the  indignities  put  upon  us,  without  involving  the 
nation  in  a  war.  Jf  my  information  be  right,  our  neighbours, 
the  Dutch,  have  fallen  upon  a  way  of  preventing  fuch  indig- 
nities, without  involving  themfelves  in  a  war.  I  fhall  not  af- 
firm it  for  a  truth,  but  we  have  been  told,  that  they  have 
lately  taken  a  method  with  the  Spanifh  guarda  coftas,  which 
will  make  them  a  little  more  cautious,  at  leaft,  with  refpedt  to 
them,  in  time  to  come  :  they  have  fitted  out  fhips  proper  for 
the  purpofe ;  and  when  they  have  found  guarda  coftas  not  pro- 
perly commiflioned,  or  fuch  as  had  feized  or  plundered  any  of 
their  fhips,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  they  had  from  thofe  who  gave  them  their  commiflions, 
they  have  treated  them  as  pirates,  and  have  hung  them  up  at 
the  yard's  arm  as  foon  as  taken.  This  is  what  has  been  com- 
monly reported ;  and  it  calls  to  my  mind  a  ftory  I  have  heard 
of  a  gentleman  who  received  a  box  on  the  ear  from  a  famous 
bully  at  a  coffee  houfe.  The  gentleman,  it  feems,  had  not  fo 
much  courage  as  a  gentleman  ought  to  have,  and  therefore 
took  it  patiently  ;  he  thought  only  of  obtaining  fatisfadHon  in 
a  peaceable  manner ;  but  foon  after  he  heard,  that  the  feme 
bully,  for  Inch  another  piece  of  behaviour,  had  been  caned  and 
kicked  out  of  the  coffee  houfe  by  another  gentleman.  Gods 
fo !  fays  the  poltroon,  if  I  had  known  that  fellow  would  have 
been  treated  in  fuch  a  manner,  I  fliould  not  have  taken  tfee 
blow  he  gave  me  fo  patiently. 

Sir  John  Barnard,  Pel.  3,   1738. 

For  my  part,  Sir,  I  am  furprifed  that  fuch  an  open  and 
avowed  infult  upon  the  flag  of  the  Crowa  of  Great  Britain, 

war 


286  BEAU  TIES    OF    THE 

was  not  purfued  with  immediate  vengeance ;  and  I  am  fur- 
prifed  we  had  th?  patience  to  fend  to  the  Court  of  Spain  to 
demand  fatisfaction  and  reparation ;  and  yet,  Sir,  I  don't  find 
that  we  have  hitherto  received  any  fatisfadion  for  the  affront, 
nor  any  reparation  for  the  damages  done ;  nay,  the  Spanifh 
Court  feems  to  mind  it  fo  little,  that  they  have  not  fo  much 
as  once  mentioned  it  in  their  laft  memoriaj.  This  affair,  I 
muft  fay,  Sir,  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  ftory  of  a  gentleman, 
who,  upon  receiving  a  box  on  the  ear,  afked  him  that  gave  it, 
if  he  was  in  jefl  or  in  earneft  ;  and  upon  the  other's  anfwering, 
he  was  in  great  earneft,  the  honeft  gentleman  replied  only,  I 
am  glad  you  are,  Sir,  for  I  do  not  like  fuch  a  jeft.  Whether 
Ave  had  our  joke  upon  this  occafion,  I  do  not  know ;  bvit  I  hope 
the  nation  will  not  content  itfelf  with  returning  a  joke  for  fuch 
a  ferious  blow. 

Mr.  Pulteneyy  March  30,   1738. 

I  muft  think,  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  are  for  fecuring  the 
people's  loyalty  by  a  numerous  mercenary  army,  are  exacUy 
in  the  cafe  of  a  jealous  huiband,  who,  to  fecure  his  wife's 
chaftity,  locks  her  up.  She  w;ll  certainly,  fome  time  or 
other,  get  an  opportunity;  and  the  firft  ihe  gets,  flie  will 
certainly  make  the  proper  ufe  of;  fuch  a  ufe  as  fuch  a  hufband 
deferves.  Sir,  the  Englljh  padlock  is  certainly  the  beft.  Clag 
the  padlock  upon  the  minds  of  the  people;  this  can  no  ways 
be  done  but  by  trufting  to  themfelves  the  defence  of  their 
king  and  country. 

Mr,  Carew,  April  25,   1 742. 

The  fear  of  an  invafion,  or  an  tnfurreclion  in  favour  of  the 
Pretender,  is  fuch  a- threadbare  argument,  that  I  am  furprifed 
to  hear  it  again  ferioufly  made  ufe  of  in  this  Houfe.  What  the 
honourable  gentleman  faid  of  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  may 
much  more  juftly  be  applied  to  the  fear  of  the  Pretender ; 
for  this  argument  is  never  made  ufe  of  lately,  but  you  may 

fet 
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fee  a  general  fmile  fpread  itfelf  over  the  whole  Hcufe  :  nay, 
in  the  countenance  of  every  gentleman  who  makes  ufe  of  ir, 
you  may  lee  fuch  a  contraft,  as  is  generally  obferved  in  the 

countenance  of  a  young  widow  upon  tie  lofs  of  an  oldbnjband\ 

flie  affe&s  a  forrow,  but,  in  fpite  of  all  fhe  can'do,  her  inward 
joy  breaks  forth  in  the  difpofition  of  fame  of  her  features. 

Mr.  Care™,  -dpril  25,   1 742. 

The  Oppofition,  they  raife  a  hue  and  cry  about  fomething, 
but  they  know  not  what,  in  order  to  make  the  world  flare  and 
gape,  and  look  amazed  and  confounded.  Their  conduct  puts 
me  in  mind  of  an  old  Greek  flory,  which  I  read  when  I  was  a 
boy  at  fchool.  It  is  a  well-known  (lory  ;  you  have  all  read  it. 
It  is  the  ftory  of  Ulyffes.  This  good  old  Grecian,  wife  as  he 
was,  happened  to  be  fhipwrecked  on  an  iiland  inhabited  by  a 
race  of  giants.  It  was  his  misfortune  to  take  flicker  in  the 
cave  of  Polyphemus,  the  moil  formidable  of  the  whole  tribe. 
This  Polyphemus  ufed,  after  the  manner  of  the  giants,  I  fup- 
pofe,  to  flay  his  ftomach  with  fome  of  thefe  wretched  Greeks, 
whom  he  had  caught  on  his  premifes.  Out  of  revenge,  as 
well  as  for  his  own  fecurity,  Ulyffes  watches  his  opportunity, 
and  with  a  firebrand  put  out  the  eye  of  the  Cyclops  as  he  lay 
afleep,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  our  giants  alledge,  that  Lord 
Mansfield  has  put  out  the  eye  of  the  law.  The  pain,  as  you 
may  eafily  perceive,  waked  the  giant.  It  did ;  and  after  gro- 
ping his  way  out  of  the  cave  in  the  dark,  for  neither  he,  nor 
any  of  his  nation,  had  more  than  one  eye,  which,  by  the  bye, 
was  in  the  middle  of  their  forehead,  he  raifed  a  terrible  outcry, 
you  may  be  lure.  I  queftion  much,  whether  it  was  not  more 
frightful  than  the  Indian  war-whoop,  or  the  Iriih  howl. — 
Well,  be  that  as  it  will,  his  dolorous  lamentations  brought  to- 
gether a  large  pofle  of  his  one-eyed  brethren,  and  they  found 
him,  I  dare  fay,  in  as  bad  a  pickle  as  our  patriotic  Cyclopfes 
have  found  the  conftitution  :  but  ftill  it  remained  for  Poly- 
phemus, who  had  raifed  all  this  noife  and  hubbub,  to  refolve 

the 
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the  grand  queftion,  Who  did  it  ?  The  Greeks  having  flole  away 
in  the  buttle,  he  could  produce  nobody  ;  and  all  the  anfwer 
that  his  brothers  could-^get  was,  that  nobody  did  it.  Thus  are 
we  alarmed  with  terrible  encroachments  on  our  liberty  and 
property  ;  but  when  we  demand  the  authors,  they  are  not  to 
be  found.  'There  are  fad  doings,  but  nobody  did  them. 

Lord  Clare ,  Dec.  6,   1770. 

The  pafllon  of  gain  is  as  ftrong  as  the  paffion  of  love.  I 
\vill  fuppofe  that  two  intimate  friends  have  lived  long  toge- 
ther ;  that  one  of  them  has  married  a  beautiful  woman ;  that 
the  friend  flill  continues  to  live  in  the  houfe;  and  that  this 
beautiful  woman,  forgetting  her  duty  to  her  hufband,  attempts 
to  feduce  the  friend  ;  who,  though  in  the  vigour  of  his  youth, 
may,  from  a  high  principle  of  honour,  at  firft  refift  the  temp- 
tation, and  even  rebuke  the  lady  :  but  if  he  ftill  continues  to 
live  under  the  fame  roof,  and  me  ftill  continues  to  throw  out 
lier  allurements,  he  muft  be  feduced  at  laft,  or  fly.  Now  the 
Banyan  of  Bengal  is  the  fair  lady  to  the  Company's  fervant. 
He  lays  his  bag  of  iilver  before  him  to-day  ;  his  gold  to-mor- 
row ;  jewels  the  next  day  ;  and  if  thefe  fail,  he  then  tempts 
him  in  the  way  of  his  profeflion,  which  is  trade.  He  affures 
him  that  goods  may  be  had  cheap,  and  fold  to  great  advantage 
up  the  country.  In  this  manner  is  the  attack  carried  on;  and 
the  Company's  fervant  has  no  refource,  for  he  cannot  fly.  In 
ihort,  fieili  and  blood  cannot  bear  it. 

Lord  dive,  Mar  chip,   1772. 

The  learned  Counfel  has  fo  ab'y  gone  through  the  Com- 
pany's right  of  appointing  Supervilbrs,  and  fo  ably  ftated  to 
the  Houfe,  the  urgent  neceflity  of  fuch  an  appointment,  that 
I  will  not  follow  them  through  one  inch  of  ground  they  have 
gone  over  ;  perfuaded  as  I  am,  that  they  have  left  conviction 
on  the  mind  of  every  gentleman  who  retains  the  leart  particle 
of  parliamentary  independence,  and  the  leait  regard  to  national 

faith. 
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faith.  Sir,  you  have  heard  at  your  bar  what  your  Committees 
have  done.  One  has  been  fo  flow  in  their  motions,  that  the 
Company  have  given  up  long  fince  all  hopes  of  redrefs  from 
them  ;  and  the  other  has  gone  on  altogether  as  rapid,  that  they 
do  not  know  where  to  ftop.  Like  the_$>  of  a.  jack,  the  latter 
has  gone  hey  go  mad  !  the  other,  like  the  ponderous  lead  at 
the  other  end  ;  and  in  that  manner,  Sir,  have  roafted  the  India 
Company.  Shame  upon  fuch  proceedings  ! 

Mr.  Burke,  Dec.  1 8,   1772. 

The  conduct  of  the  Minifter,  in  withholding  every  proper 
information  from  the  Houfe,  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  King,  who 
perceiving  one  end  of  a  Lutheran  church  exceedingly  ruinous, 
and  all  the  reft  of  it  very  good  and  elegant,  propofed  to  rebuild 
that  part  for  them,  which  he  did  in  a  very  magnificent  man- 
ner; but  when  they  eame  to  aflemble  there,  they  found  that 
he  had  taken  away  all  their  light :  upon  which  they  waited  on 
His  Majefty,  thanking  him  for  his  favours,  and  alfo  acquaint- 
ing him  with  their  misfortune,  in  not  being  able  to  fee  at 
church.  Upon  which  His  Majefty  replied,  it  was  perfectly 
right  fo,  for  that  it  was  written  in  the  Scriptures,  "  BlefTed  ars 
they  that  believe,  and  do  not  fee." 

Col.  Barre,  Nov.  I,  1775. 

But  allow  that  the  profeflions  of  the  Americans  were  gene- 
ral ;  that  their  inclinations  were  thofe  of  duty  and  refpedt  to- 
wards this  country ;  that  they  entered  into  the  prefent  rebel- 
lion through  the  intrigues  and  arts  of  a  few  factious  and  ambi- 
tious men,  or  thofe  who  ultimately  directed  them;  that  the 
ftamp  act  was  wrong ;  that  the  declaratory  law  might  aflert 
the  fupremacy  over  that  country,  but  it  ought  never  to  be  ex- 
ercifed,  nor  amount  to  more  than  fuch  a  power  as  his  prefent 
Majefty  claims  over,  the  kingdom  of  France,  a  mere  nominal 
dominion;  that  no  troops  mould  be  fent  into  that  country, 
even  to  defend  them,  without  their  own  permiffion  ;  that  the 
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Admiralty  Courts  fhould  never  be  made  to  extend  there, 
though  by  the  trial  of  jury,  the  parties  therhfelves  would  be 
judges ;  that  offenders  againft  the  laws  and  authority  of  this 
country  fliould  be  tried  for  offences  by  perfons  who  themfelves 
were  ready  to  declare  that  they  did  not  think  the  charges  cri- 
minal ;  that  no  restraints  fliould  be  laid  upon  their  commerce, 
though  that  great  bulwark  of  the  riches  and  commerce  of.  this 
country,  the  Navigation  A6r,  depended  on  fuch  reftraints ; 
that  every  meafure  hitherto  taken  to  compel  fubmiffion  to  the 
Parliamentary  authority  of  this  country  was  cruel  and  unjuft ; 
that  every  Miniftry  in  this  country  were  tyrannic  and  oppref- 
flve,  and  that  the  laft  is  worft  of  all.  Yet  admitting  all  this 
to  be  true,  my  Lords,  what  are  we  to  do  ?  Are  we  to  reft  in- 
active, with  our  arms  acrofs,  till  they  fliall  think  proper  to 
begin  the  attack,  and  gain  ftrength  to  do  it  with  effect  ?  We 
are  now  in  fuch  a  fituation,  that  we  mufl  either  fight  or  be 
purfued.  What  a  Swedifh  General  faid  to  his  men,  in  the 
reigrrof  Guftavus  Adolphus,  juft  at  the  eve  of  a  battle,  is  ex- 
tremely applicable  to  us  at  prefent.  Pointing  to  the  enemy, 
who  were  marching  down  to  engage  them,  fays  he,  "  My 
lads,  you  fee  thofe  men  yonder,  if  you  do  not  kill  them,  they 

will  kill  you." 

Lord  Mansfield,  Dec.  20,   1775. 

This  is  the  firfl  time  I  have  ever  heard  it  afTerted  in  the 
fame  debate,  that  neither  peace  nor  war  is  a  proper  time  for 
reformation.  Some  gentlemen  haye  faid,  war  was  not  the 
proper  time  for  innovation  or  reformation ;  and  other  gentle- 
men have  made  a  fimilar  objection  to  a  feafon  of  a  peace.  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  retort  a  firnile  in  iupport  of  my  fentiments, 
on  this  fpecies  of  miniflerial  logic.  A  perfon  who  had  a  fire 
engine  to  difpofe  of,  offered  it  to  his  neighbour  for  fale,  in 
order,  as  he  faid,  to  preferve  his  houfe  from  fire.  The  neigh- 
bour replied,  "  No,  I  do  not  want  it ;  my  houfe  is  not  on 
fire."  Anon  his  houfe  is  on  fire ;  he  applies  to  the  owner  of 

the 
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the  engine,  and  tells  him  how  much  he  is  In  want  of  it,  but  is 
anfwered,  "  that  it  has  been  long  fmce  difpofed  of." 

Sir  George  Servile,  March  II,   1777. 

We  are  ac*  again  brought  back  to  that  favourite  paflage  of 
the  Rubicon,  and  the  Jaffa  eft  aha ;  of  a  truth,  there  is  fome 
juftice  in  the  comparifon,  between  our  Minifters  croffing  the 
Atlantic,  and  Cefar  croffing  the  Rubicon  from  Gaul :  for 
though  thefe  Minifters,  confidered  as  ftatefmen,  or  as  com- 
manders, are  no  more  like  Cefar  than  I  am  like  Hercules,  yet  did 
he,  like  them,  take  up  the  battle  againft  the  conftitution  of 
his  country ;  and  having  rafhly  made  the  firft  decifive  ftep,  he 
faw  no  poffibility  of  receding,  without  the  lofs  of  his  credit 
and  his  offices,  perhaps  the  forfeiture  of  his  life;  for  his  of- 
fences had  been  fcarce  lefs  criminal  than  thofe  of  Cataline. 
What  Cicero  remarked  of  the  march  of  Cefar  towards  the  ca- 
pital of  Italy,  may  alfo  be  well  applied  to  our  Minifters : 
"  He  came  well  provided  with  every  thing,'*  fays  that  cele- 
brated orator,  "  excepting  a  good  caufe." 

Hon.  Temple  Luttrcll,  Nov.  18,   1777. 

I  can  only  compare  the  conduct  and  cataftrophe  of  General 
Burgoyne,  at  the  head  of  the  northern  army,  with  that  of 
Charles,  the  bold  Duke  of  Burgundy,  when  he  iflued  themoft 
fevere  proclamations  againft  the  brave  Switzers,  in  the  Can- 
ton of  Berne.  Looking  upon  them  as  already  conquered,  he- 
carried  with  him  chains  to  lead  them  captive  at  the  feet  of  his 
cavalry,  and  he  gave  them  notice,  that  he  would  caufe  to  be 
erected  the  moft  /lately  monuments  to  his  martial  fame,  in 
the  very  heart  of  their  country.  Sir,  he  fulfilled  his  promife ; 
a  monument  they  creeled  for  him  in  the  form  of  a  charnel- 
houfe,  filled  with  the  fculls  and  (keletons  of  the  invading 
army,  which  was  totally  overthrown,  by  the  intrepidity  of  the 
Swifs  peafants  near  the  town  of  Morat,  and  the  victors  fur- 
nifhed  his  monument  with  this  emphatic  infcription  :  "  Caro- 
U  3  lv 
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lus  Burgundies  dux  inditus  hoc  fui  montimentum  rellqult"  &c. 
It  is,  Sir,  however,  in  vain  to  hold  up  fuch  bloody  fcenes,  in 
terrorenij  before  the  hardened  authors  and  conductors  of  this 
unnatural  quarrel.  You  might  as  well,  Sir,  put  an  hungry 
leech  on  the  richefl  vein  of  your  body,  and  counfel  with  it 
not  to  draw  blood,  as  to  talk  with  thefe  contractors,  pay- 
mafters,  treafurers,  commuTaries,  and  a  long  lift  of  et  ceteras, 
who  traffic  thus  lucratively  with  the  calamities  of  their 
country,  to  relinquiili  their  hold,  and  confefs  their  ambition 
and  their  rapacity  fatisfied.  The  minority,  therefore,  of 
which  I  certainly  fhall  be  one,  have  only  to  lament,  that  a 
Sovereign  fo  moral  and  pious  as  ours  now  on  the  throne,  fo 
humane  and  fo  generous,  fo  capable  of  governing  a  free  peo- 
ple with  honour,  profperity,  and  renown,  fliould  already  have 
iacrificed  one  half  of  his  dominions,  and  defperately  hazard  the 
lofs  of  the  other  half,  to  cherifh  and  aggrandize  a  more  im- 
moral and  profligate,  a  more  tyrannical  and  fanguinary,  and, 
in  iliort,  "a  more  weak  fet  of  Minifters,  tnan  ever  tried  the 
patience  of  the  Englifti  nation  under  the  worft  of  the  Stuart 
Kings. 

Hen.  Temple  Luttrcll,  Noz>.  18,   1777. 

I  cannot,  jielp  obferving,  Sir,  that  I  have  never  heard  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  North)  behave  with  fo  much  candour,  ge- 
nerofity,  and  fpirit,  as  to-day;  he  has  agreed  to  every  tittle 
of  what  has  been  requefted  of  him  ;  he  has  publiftied  a  bond, 
wherein  he  has  granted  all ;  but  in  the  end  has  inferted  a  little 
defeafance,  with  a  power  of  revocation,  by  which  he  has  pre- 
lerved  himfelf  from  every  grant  he  made.  His  conduct,  Sir, 
exa6lly  reminds  us  of  a  certain  Governor,  who,  when  he  ar- 
rived at  his  place  of  appointment,  fat  down  to  a  table  covered 
with  .profusion,  and  abounding  with  every  dainty  and  delicacy 
that  art,  nature,  and  a  provident  fteward  could  furniih :  but 
a  pigmy  phyfician,  who  watched  over  the  health  of  the  Go- 
vernor, excepted  to  one  dim,  becaute  it  was  difagreeable ;  to 

another, 
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another,  becaufe  it  was  hard  of  digeftion  ;  to  a  third,  becaufe' 
it  was  unhealthy ;  and  in  this  progreffive  mode,  robbed  the 
Governor  of  every  difli  on  table,  and  left  him  without  a 
dinner. 

Mr.  Burke,  Nov.  28,    1777. 

Convinced,  perhaps,  of  the  Inefficacy  of  violent  remadies, 
we  may  learn,  though  late,  to  prefcrtbe  lenitives.  For  two 
years  that  a  certain  noble  Lord  has  prefided  over  American 
affairs,  the  moft  violent,  fcalping,  tomahawk  meafures  have 
been  purfed  :  bleeding  has  been  his  only  prefcription.  If  a 
people  deprived  of  their  ancient  rights  are  grown  tumultuous 
— bleed  them  !  If  they  are  attacked  with  a  fpirit  of  inftirrec- 
tion — bleed  them  !  If  their  fever  could  rife  into  rebellion — bleed 
them !  cries  this  ftate  phyfician  :  more  blood  !  more  blood  ! 
flill  more  blood  !  — When  Doctor  Sangrado  had  perfevered  in 
a  fimilar  practice  of  bleeding  his  patients,  killing  by  the  very 
means  which  he  ufed  for  a  cure,  his  man  took  the  liberty  to 
remonftrate  upon  the  neceflity  of  relaxing  in  a  practice  to 
which  thoufands  of  their  patients  had  fallen  facrifices,  and 
which  was  beginning  to  bring  their  names  into  difrepute.  The 
Doctor  anfwered,  "  I  believe  we  have,  indeed,  carried  the 
matter  a  little  too  far;  but  you  muft  know,  I  have  written  a 
book  upon  the  efficacy  of  this  practice,  therefore,  though 
every  patient  we  have  mould  die  by  it,  we  muft  continue  th« 
bleeding  for  the  credit  of  my  book." 

Mr.  Fox,  Dec.  2,   1777. 

A  right  honourable  gentleman  has  propofed,  that  a  Com- 
mittee fhould  be  appointed  to  regulate  and  adjuft  the  public 
accounts.  The  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  alarmed  at  the 
propofition,  and  fhrinking  from  the  appeal,  and  a  tribunal  fo 
impartially  and  fo  honourably  conftituted,  ftepped  in  between 
the  gentleman  and  the  public  in  a  manner  feldom  practifed  in 
this  Houfc,  produced  a  bill,  appointing  a  certain  number  of 
U  3  his 
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his  own  friends  to  try  the  imputed  crimes  or  mifmanagement 
of  himfelf  and  his  colleagues  in  office,  annexing  a  very  bene- 
ficial falary  to  each  of  thefe  gentlemen.  By  this  management 
the  public  is  put  into  the  fituation  of  a  traveller  at  a  Dutch 
inn.  When  he  complains  to  the  landlord  of  the  extravagance 
of  his  bill,  he  takes  it  away,  and  makes  a  confjclerable  addi- 
tion to  each  article,  which  the  unwary  ftranger  is  obliged  to 
pay.  Thus  when  the  people  require  a  redu&ion  of  places  and 
penfions,  the  noble  Lord  anfvvers  them  with  the  appointment 
of  half  a  dozen  new  Commiflloners,  with  the. falary  of  on* 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke^   Nov.  IO,   1780, 

Every  one,  as  well  as  myfelf,  muft  recollect  what  pafled  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  when  the  fcene  was  the  moft  Un- 
iting that,  perhaps,  ever  was  exhibited  within  thefe  walls,  and 
•when  the  principal  actor  in  that  fcene,  the  late  Speaker,  (Sir 
Fletcher  Norton)  gave  tn  example  of  heroic  fortitude  equal 
to  any  ever  difplayed  by  a  Roman  matron.  It  requires  tho 
pencil  of  a  Weft,  or  a  Copley,  to  do  it  full  juftice.  Being 
but  a  bad  painter,  I  mufl  have  recourfe  to 'poetry,  and  recall 
the  idea  of  that  fcene  to  the  Houfe,  by  ftating,  that  it  flrikes 
me  as  a  ftrong  refemblance  of  the  fcene  which  pafled  between 
Paulo  Purganti  and  his  wife.  The  late  Speaker,  on  the  firft 
day,  fat  and  heard  the  noble  Lord  who  moved  the  quefrion  of 
that  day,  and  the  right  honourable  feconder,  (Mr.  Fox)  anx- 
ious for  his  health,  expreflive  of  their  care  for  his  conftitu- 
tion,  and  thence  defirous  of  removing  the  burden  of  bufinefs 
off  his  fhoulders.  The  Houfe  heard  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  the  late  Speaker,  confefs,  that  his  conftitution 
was  impaired,  that  his  faculties  were  injured,  that  he  was 
much  the  wbrfe  for  having  fat  fo  long  in  the  chair;  and  yet 
now,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  friends  have  ex- 
prefled  a  defire  of  that  gentleman's  return  to  the  chair,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  ftands  up,  and,  like  a  Roman  ma- 
tron, 
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tron,  defpifing  the  thorns  with  which  the  feat  is  filled,  de- 
fpifmg  all  fears  of  refllefs  days,  ileeplefs  nights,  and  dull  de- 
bates, declares  himfelf  again  willing  to  undergo  the  punifh- 
ment  of  fitting  here.  Thus  the  dodlor  in  the  tale,  like  the 
noble  Lord,  is  laborious  in  recommending  patience  to  his  wife, 
in  giving  her  receipts  for  her  health;  but  flie,  with  Roman 
firmnefs,  in  fpite  of  all  his  advice,  (till  urged  her  wilhe*  and 
her  refolutions,  till  at  length  the  doctor  cried — 

I'll  do  it — but  I'll  give  you  warning  — 
You'll  die  before  to-morrow  morning.— 

And  then,  like  the  right  honourable  gentleman  on  the  finl 
day  of  the  feffion,  Paulo  Purganti's  wife,  in  defiance  of  the 
threatened  danger,  replied — 

Let  wanton  wives  by  death  be  fcar'd  ; 
But,  to  my  comfort,  I'm  prepar'd. 

Mr.  Court  enay,  Nov.  1 6,   1780. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  filence  immediately  after  the  fentence  of 
the  Court  Martial  was  known,  his  resignation  of  his  lieute- 
nant-generalfhip  of  marines,  his  retirement  from  Parliament 
at  that  time,  and  his  high  tone  now,  all  remind  me  of  a  fcene 
between  two  characters  at  a  play,  which  I  have  often  laughed 
at,  and  doubt  not  every  gentleman  prefent  has  done  the  fame. 
In  the  play,  the  Old  Batchelor,  that  }  allude  to,  a  Muttering 
being,  Nail  Bluff,  was  kicked  and  difgraced  at  one  period  of 
the  plot,  which  he  fuffered  with  the  utmoft  patience,  and 
without  attempting  to  defend  himfelf,  or  to  retaliate  on  his 
aflailant ;  but  in  a  fubfequent  fcene,  in  which  a  dialogue  en- 
iues  between  the  Bully  and  Sir  Jofeph,  (Sir  Jofeph  Wittol) 
the  former  grows  angry,  and  fays,  ««  Death  and  hell !  to  be 
affronted  thus  !  I'll  die  before  I'll  fuffer  it."  Sir  Jofeph  endea- 
vours to  perfuade  him  not  to  revive  what  had  difgraced  him, 
and  what  was  then  paft  remedy ;  and  afks  him,  whether  he 
U  4  was 
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was  not  «  abufed,  cuffed,  and  kicked  ?"  To  which  the  Bully 
fwears,  "  By  the  immortal  thunder  of  great  guns,  'tis  falfe  !"* 
and  draws  his  fword.  Sir  Jofeph  begs  him  not  to  be  in  a  paf- 
fion,  and  fays,  "  Put  up,  put  up."  The  Bully  replies,  "  By 
Heaven  !  'tis  not  to  be  put  up  V  Sir  Jofeph  fays  in  anfwer, 
"  What !"  The  Bully  replies,  «  The  affront."  Sir  Jofeph 
then  adds,  "  That's  put  up  already ;  thy  fword,  I  mean,  put 
up ;  put  up  your  fword."  This  fcene,  I  muft  confefs,  ftrikes 
me  as  a  ftrong  refemblance  of  the  Vice-admiral's  conduct.  I 
advife  him,  therefore  to  put  up  his  anger,  and  think  himfelf 
well  off  to  reft  as  he  is. 

Hon.  John  'Tawn/hendy  Dec.  4,   1780. 

A  lively  French  writer  has  faid,  that  the  moft  melancholy 
quarter  of  an  hour  in  the  whole  twenty-four,  is  that  in  which 
the  reckoning  is  to  he  paid.  This  is  the  time  in  which  the 
Public  are  called  on  to  difcharge  the  tremendous  reckoning  in- 
curred by  the  American  war ;  and  in  order  to  it,  gentlemen 
are  defired  to  impofe  burdens  of  the  moft  heavy  and  galling 
nature  on  their  conftituents.  It  is  now  a  moment  when  men 
naturally  examine  the  items  of  the  bill,  and  are  led  to  afk 
themfelves,  whether  in  ordering  the  difties  which  have  com- 
pofed  their  entertainment,  they  have  not  though tleflly  given 
xvay- to  their  capricious  appetites,  rather  than  confulted  their 
fober  reafon,  and  ordered  fuch  matters  only  as  their  bodily 
health  required.  I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  now  men  have 
rifen  from  the  feaff,  extravagant  beyond  all  example  as  it  has 
been,  it  has  not  proved  falutary  or  fatisfaclory  to  any  one 
that  has  partook  of  it.  The  time  of  remedy  has  unfortunate- 
ly been  fuffered  to  efcape  unufed  :  but  you,  Sir,  I  truft,  will 
do  me  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  I  objected  to  the  bill  of  fare  ori- 
ginally, and  that  I  ftated  my  reafons  for  difapproving  of  the 
moft  expenfive  di/hes.  That  very  coftly  one,  an  army  large 
beyond  all  example,  has  been  a  particular  object  of  my  dif- 

like. 
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like.  A  large  army  was  always  difagreeable  to  an  Engfifti-, 
man.  A  large  army  for  no  ufe  is  ftill  more  difguftful.  What 
proof  have  we  that  the  army  exifted  which  we  voted,  but  that 
moft  difagreeabje  of  all  proofs,  the  being  called  upon  to  pay 
them  ?  What  has  that  army  done  for  the  immenfe  firms  that 
they  have  coft  the  public  ?  What  are  they  now  doing  ?  A 
fliort  paragraph  would  comprehend  the  hiftory  of  all  their 
mofl  memorable  tranfaclions.  In  1778,  the  army  evacuted 
Philadelphia;  in  1779,  they  evacuated  Rhode  Uland ;  in 
1780,  the  army  was —  no  man  knew  where,  and  doing —  no 
man  knew  what.  So  tiiat  the  idea  of  Mr.  Bayes,  which  has 
hitherto  been  confidered  as  a  ludicrous  one,  is  attempted  to  be 
fcrioufly  realized,  viz.  to  keep  a  large  army  incog. 

Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  dfril  12,   1780. 

T  am  forry  that  opulence  is  to  be  acquired  by  getting  into 
Parliament.  But  fo  it  is,  that  Members  are  like  the  tcnuis 
wdpcrcula,  or  the  weazel,  which  being  (lender,  creeps  into 
the  cupboard ;  but  eats  fo  much  there,  that  it  cannot  get  out. 
So  it  is  with  Members  of  Parliament ;  they  get  in  fleck  and 
Render,  and  afterwards,  being  gorged  with  places,  penfions^ 
and  douceurs,  get  fuch  enormous  bellies,  that  they  ere  fcarcely 
able  to  get  out  again.  To  adopt  another  comparifon:  Mem- 
bers come  here  as  into  a  hencoop,  where  they  feed  heartily  at 
the  expence  of  freedom.  I  wifh  the  Houfe  of  Commons  weje 
a  kind  of  trga/fubm,  to  work  off  thefe  fat,  large  bellies,  that 
are  contracted  by  the  douceurs  acquired  herein.  I  wiJh,  Sir, 
that  Members  might  fpend,  inflead  of  acquiring  fortunes  in 
the  public  fervice,  and  growing  fat,  (ftroking  his  own  belly, 
and  looking  at  Lord  North)  "  with  fair  round  belly,  and  good 
capon  lined." 

Mr.  Burke,  March  8,    1781, 

O  liberty  I 
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O  liberty  !  O  virtue  !  O  my  country  !  has  been  the  incef- 
fant  pathetic,  but  fallacious  cry,  of  former  Oppositions ;  the 
prefent,  I  am  fure,  ac"l  on  purer  motives ;  they  weep  over  their 
bleeding  country ;  yet  "  the  patriot  eye,  in  a  fine  phrenzy 
rolling,"  deign  to  caft  a  wifhful  fquint  on  riches  and  honours 
enjoyed  by  the  Minifter  and  his  venal  fupporters.  If  I  were 
not  apprehenfive  of  hazarding  a  ludicrous  allufion,  which  I 
know  is  always  improper  on  a  ferious  fubjec"r,  I  would  com- 
pare their  conduct  to  the  fentimental  Alderman's  in  one  of 
Hogarth's  prints,  who,  when  his  daughter  is  expiring,  wears 
indeed  a  parental  face  of  grief  and  folitude;  but  it  is  to  fecure 
her  diamond  ringy  which  he  is  drawing  gently  from  her  finger. 
Mr.  Courtenay,  Feb.  26,  1781. 

The  American  war,  and  the  continuation  of  the  Minifters 
in  office,  go  hand  in  hand ;  if  the  former  was  at  an  end,  the  lat- 
ter would  infallibly  lofe  their  places,  which  they  confider  as 
their  ftake.  His  Majefty's  Ministers  and  the  American  war 
are  like  the  porter's  breech  and  the  nofe  of  Taliacotius.  There 
is  a  fympathy  between  them,  which  renders  them  conftantly 
dependent  on  each  other : 

When  life  of  parent  b — m  is  out, 
Off  drops  the  fympathetic  fnout. 

So  with  the  American  war  mufl.  their  places  and  their  penfions 
very  fympathetically  expire. 

Mr.  Burke,  4pril  28,   1781, 

The  Minifter  has  faid,  that  we  are  not  to  go  on  with  the 
American  war  in  the  fame  way ;  we  are  to  alter  and  contrafl 
the  mode  of  it ;  but  does  that  make  any  material  difference  r  I. 
have  lead  of  a  Lacedemonian,  who,  in  a  war  with  a  neighbour- 
ing country,  and  in  a  fea  engagement  fwam  up  to  a  galley,  and 
laid  hold  of  it  with  his  right  hand ;  the  people  in  the  galley  cut 
off  his  right  hand;  he  then  feized  hold  of  it  with  his  left 

hand; 
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hand ;  they  cut  that  off  alfo,  and  then  afked  him  if  he  would 
go  on  with  the  attempt.  The  Lacedemonion  fald,  "  not  in 
the  fame  way ;"  and  he  inftantly  feized  it  with  his  teeth. 
This  is  exa<5Uy  the  cafe  with  His  Majefty's  Government; 
they  have  loft  both  their  hands  in  their  attempts  upon  Ame- 
rica, and  they  are  yet  determined,  like  the  Lacedemonian,  to 
go  on,  and  faften  upon  it  with  their  teeth.  But  they  fhould 
remember,  that  when  the  Lacedemonian  did  this,  theyjlruck  off 
his  bead. 

Sir  George  Savile,  Dec.  14,  1781. 

No. one  laments  Mr.  Fox's  illnefs  more  than  I  do;  and  I 
declare,  if  he.  fhould  continue  ill,  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  the  firft  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  fhould  not  be  proceeded 
upon ;  and.  even  fhould  the  country  fuffer  fo  ferious  a  cala- 
mity as  his  death,  it  ought  to  be  followed  up  earneftly  and  fo- 
lemnly ;  nay,  of  fo  much  confequence  is  the  inquiry  to  the 
public,  that  no  bad  ufe  would  be  made  of  the  fkin  of  his  de- 
parted friend,  fhould  fuch  be -his  fate,  if  like  that  of  John 
Zifca  it  fhould  be  converted  into  a  drum,  and  ufed  for  the  pui- 
pofe  of  founding  an  'alarm  to  the  People  of  England. 

Mr.  Burke,  Jan.  28,  1782. 

Though  I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  one  of  thofe  faga- 
cious  country  gentlemen,  who  have  fo  long  vociferated  for 
the  American  war,  who  have  fo  long  run  on  the  red -herring 
icent  of  American  taxation,  before  they  found  out  there  was 
no  game  on  foot ;  they  who,  like  their  prototype,  Don 
Quixote,  have  mijftaken  the  barber's  bafon  for  a  golden  helmet; 
I  now  congratulate  them  on  having  at  laft  recovered  their 
fenfes,  and  found  out  their  error.  I  wifh  to  fee  a  couflitu- 
tional  Adminiflration,  founded  on  the  bafis  of  puhJic  virtue 
and  public  oeconomy,  "  When  this  corrupt  ion  ihall  put  on  in- 
corruption,  and  this  mortality  ihall  put  on  immortality." 
Though  the  other  fide  have  not  liflened  to  me  with  their 

ufual 
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afual  indulgence  and  attention,  their  exultation,  triumph,  a 
interruption,  I  freely  pardon  on  this  occafion : 

When  in  their  hands  all  power  they  found, 
It  well  might  make  their  heads  turn  round  ; 
.It  well  might  turn  their  head. 
I  fancy,  though  they  take  a  joke, 
They  felt  as  Nell  did,  when  flic  woke, 
Jn  Lady  Loverule's  bed 

Jlfr.  Courtenay,  March  20,  1782. 


I  oxvn  myfelf  a  firm  friend  to  the  motion  for  a  Parliamen* 
rary  Reform,  and  am  of  opinion,  that  this  Houfe  might  as 
well  call  itfelf  the  reprefentative  of  France  as  of  the  People  of 
England.  I  had  a  large  tree  growing  fome  time  fmce  on  my 
eftate,  which  bore  many  green  leaves  on  the  trunk  of  it,  and 
ieemed  to  he  in  a  flourifhing  ftate;  but  on  looking  at  the  tree, 
there  appeared  a  hole  or  two,  which  I  looked  farther  into,  and 
on  a  clofe  infpe&ion  found  the  tree  was  rotten  within;  the  in- 
fide  was  mere  touchwood.  I  had  the  rotten  part  cut  out,  and 
now  the  tree  forms  a  commodious  place,  fit  for  a  dozen  perfons 
to  dine  in.  The  prefent  Conilitution  I  compare  to  this  tree; 
it  appears  found,  but  on  an  infpeclion  I  fear  "it  w.ill  be  found 
like  the  tree,  rotten  at  the  heart. 

Sir  George  Savile,  May  7,   1782. 

An  honourable  member  the  other  day  took  upon  him  the 
office  of  Mr.  Fox's  panegyrift  :  he  extolled  him  to  the  flues, 
and  defcribed  him  as  compreffing  the  whole  globe  with  his 
comprehenfive  eye.  I  do  not  doubt  of  the  truth  of  all  that ; 
I  only  wi£h  that  I  eould  turn  his  eye  to  the  eaft,  to  undeceive 
him  in  fome  inftances  that  feem  to  refute  the  afiertions  of  his 
panegyrift.  The  right  honourable  Secretary  promifed  a  fyftem 
'that  was  to  eftablifh  perpetually,  if  the  nation  chofe  it,  the 
liberty  of  India,  and  to  enrich  and  aggrandize  the  fubjefts  of 
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Britain ;  I  wifh  I  could  fee  it.  There  was  a  time,  when,  if 
fuch  a  proportion  had  been  made,  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  have 'been  upon  a  ftage  in  the  ftreets  the  next. 
The  fcheme  is  the  moft  futile  and  frivolous  that  ever  wore  the 
name  of  a  well-digefted  fyftem.  What  is  it  but  faying, 
"  Leave  the  whole  to  me  and  my  feven  affiftants,  and  1*11 
anfwer  for  all's  doing  well."  I  regard  Lord  North  as  a  King, 
and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as  an  Emperor,  the  Em- 
peror of  the  Eaft  !  The  feven  Commiffionefs  alfo  may  be 
confidered  as  feven  Emperors,  (even  holy  Roman  Emperors, 
tributary  and  fubordinate  to  the  Emperor  of  the  Eaft. 

Mr.  Arden,  Dec.  9,  1783. 

There  is  an  incident  of  nature  and  circumftance  which 
eftablifhes  a  very  effential  difference  between  the  Eaft-India 
Company  and  every  other  chartered  fociety.  That  circum- 
ftance is  their  territorial  property,  and  their  imperial  power. 
But  ftill  I  contend  that  no  neceffity  has  been  fliewn  for 
violating  the  charter  of  the  Company  in  the  prefent  fituation 
ef  affairs.  The  Company  are"  not  bankrupt.  The  meafures 
propofed  are  no  other  than  adisfranrhifement  of  the  Company, 
and  a  connfcation  of  their  goods  in  the  hands  of  feven  Com- 
rn'uffioners.  I  ought  to  make  an  apology  for  alluding  to  any 
thing  recorded  in  facred  writ,  but  cannot  but  read  fome  verfes 
in  different  chapters  of  the  book  of  Revelation,  which  feem  to 
exprefs  the  intended  innovation  in  the  affairs  of  the  Englifh 
Eaft-India  Company  :  "  And  I  ftood  upon  the  fand  of  the  fea, 
and  law  a  beaft  rile  up  out  of  the  fea,  having  feven  heads  and 
ten  horns,  and  upon  his  horns  ten  crowns.  And  they  worfhip- 
ped  the  Dragon,  which  gave  power  unto  the  beaft ;  and  they 
worshipped  the  beaft,  faying,  who  is  like  unto  the  beaft  2 
Who  is  able  to  make  war  with  him  ?  And  there  was  givea 
unto  him  a  mouth  fpeaking  great  things;  and  power  was 
given  unto  him  to  continue  forty  and  two  months. — [Here  I 
believe  there  is  a  miftake  of  fix  months.] — And  he  caufeth  all, 
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both  fmall  and  great,  rich  and  poor,  to  receive  a  mark  in  their 
right  hand,  or  in  their  forehead. — [Here  places,  penfions,  and 
peerages,  are  clearly  marked  out.] — And  he  cried  mightily 
with  a  ftrong  voice,  faying,  Babylon  the  Great  (plainly  the 
Eafl-India  Company)  is  fallen,  is  fallen,  and  is  become  the  ha- 
bitation of  devils,  and  the  hold  of  every  foul  fpirit,  and  the 
cage  of  every  unclean  bird;  And  the  merchants  of  the  earth 
ihall  weep  and  mourn  over  her,  for  no  man  buyeth  her  mer- 
chandife  any  more;  the  mercandife  of  gold  and  filver,  and 
precious  ftones,  and  of  pearls,  and  fine  linen,  and  purple,  and 
filk,  and  fcarlet,  and  all  manner  of  veflels  of  ivory,  of  moil 
precious  wood,  and  cinnamon,  and  odours,  and  ointments,  and 
frankincenfe,  and  oil,  and  fine  flour,  and  wheat,  andbeafls,  and 
iheep,  and  horfes,  and  chariots,  and  (laves,  and  fouls  of  men. 
And  the  fruits  that  thy  foul  luiled  after  are  departed  from  thee, 
and  all  things  which  were  dainty  and  goodly  are  departed  from 
thee,  and  thou  malt  find  them  no  more  at  all.  The  merchants 
of  thefe  things,  which  were  made  rich  by  her,  mail  fland  afar 
off  for  the  fear  of  her  torment,  weeping  and  wailing,  and  fay- 
ing, Alas !  alas  !  that  great  city,  that  was  clothed  in  fine 
linen,  in  purple  and  fcarlet,  and  decked  with  gold  and  precious 
ftones,  and  pearls  !  for  in  one  hour  fo  great  riches  is  come  to 
nought.  And  every  fhip-mafter,  and  all  the  Company  in 
{hips,  and  failors,  and  as  many  us  trade  by  fea,  Hood  afar  off, 
and  cried,  when  they  faw  the  fmoak  of  her  burning,  faying, 
What  city  is  like  unto  this  great  city  ?  And  they  caft  duft  on 
their  heads,  and  cried,  weeping  and  wailing,  faying,  Alas  ! 
alas  !  that  great  city,  wherein  were  made  rich  all  that  had 
ihips  in  the  fea,  by  reafon  of  her  coftlinefs !  for  in  one  hour  fhe 
was  made  defolate." 

Mr.  Scott,  Dec.  i,  1783. 

I  cannot  but  admire  the  noble  Lord's  (Mahou)  impartiality 
in  now  calling  to  order,  and  afldng  if  there  is  any  queflion  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  when  he  has  liflened  patiently  to  four  or  five 
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fpeeches  without  any  queftion  being  before  the  Houfe.  He 
will  not,  however,  hear  one  from  me,  but  has  verified  the  old 
proverb,  "  That  the  laft  feather  always  breaks  the  horfe's 
back."  Tke  noble  Lord,  like  a  ftately  camel,  in  like  manner, 
has  borne  very  heavy  burdens,  but  cannot  now  bear  the  weight 
of  my  bunch  on  his  back. 

Mr.  Burke,  ^une  3,  1784. 

Whofe  fault  is  it  that  the  election  for  Weftminfter  is  not 
ended  ?  The  fault  of  the  High  Bailiff,  and  of  no  other  perfon. 
With  regard  to  the  two  modes  of  proceeding  recommended  to 
the  Houfe,  it  puts  the  Houfe  exactly  in  the  fame  fituation  as 
Fair  Rofamond  was  in  the  play,  when,  by  order  of  Queen 
Eleanor,  it  \vas  faid  to  her,  "  Here  is  a  dagger,  and  here  is  a 
bowl  of  poifon ;  chufe  which  you  pleafe,  but  one  you  muft 
take." 

Lord  North,  June  8,  1784. 

Before  the  Houfe  refolves  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply? I  wifii  to  fay  a  few  words  on  the  Eafl-India  Reports, 
which  I  imagine  have  been  treated  in  a  contemptuous  manner 
by  many  members  of  the  new  Parliament.  I  am  aflonifhed  that 
lome  gentlemen  mould  have  the  prefumption  to  call  thofe  Re- 
ports, which  have  been  carefully  colle&ed  by  people  of  expe- 
rience and  ability,  a  collection  of  fables,  or  vague  reports,  def- 
titute  of  any  foundation  whatever.  There  is  one  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  in  my  eye,  (Mr.  Dundas),  who  will  cer- 
tainly never  give  his  confent  in  an  open  manner  to  fuch  ca- 
lumny. I  am,  however,  informed,  that  gentlemen  havepafled 
over  in  filence  the  afperfions  which  have  been  thrown  on  the 
laborious  works  of  the  Committees  who  have  fat  on  the  India 
bufmefs.  I  am  furprifed  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
fhould  now  fliew  fuch  a  pacific  difpofition,  when  formerly  he 
appeared  to  be  a  ftrenuous  advocate  for  juftice,  and  had  many 
engagements  in  the  Houfe  on  the  fubjeft  ;  in  all  of  which  he 

had 
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had  come  off  crowned  with  laurels.  But  now  thofe  laurels 
appear  to  be  tarniflied,  and  withering  on  his  brows;  and  I  re- 
gret the  fad  alteration  in  his  fentiments,  which  have  deprived 
me  of  a  firm  and  valuable  aflifcant  in  the  profecution  of  Indian 
delinquents.  I  am  informed,  that  he  has  frequently  fat  with 
the  utmoft  compofure  of  mind,  and  heard  thofe  Reports,  both 
of  the  Select  and  Secret  Committees,  abufed  and  calumniated 
as  fictions  of  the  brain,  fables,  and  afiertions  void  of  any  degree 
of  truth.  I  fhould  have  liked  to  have  been  prefent  on  thofe 
memorable  occafiorts,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  by 
his  filence,  afTented  to  the  truth  of  thofe  arguments ;  for  I 
would  have  wifhed  to  have  obferved  how  his  countenance  ap- 
peared, when  fuch  an  infult  was  offered  to  his  underftanding. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman's  conduct  brings  to  my  recol- 
lection the  ftory  that  is  related  in  the  Bible  concerning  the 
wifdom  of  Solomon,  in  which  it  is  faid,  that  a  certain  woman 
ftole  a  child  from  the  real  mother,  and,  on  being  detected,  ilie 
itill  infixed  that  it  was  her  child.  The  matter  coming  before 
Solomon  for  his  deciflon,  he  took  a  fword,  and  was  about  to 
cut  the  child  in  two ;  when  the  real  mother,  whofe  heart  was 
full  of  maternal  affection,  cried  aloud,  and  would  on  no  ac- 
count whatever  confent  Go  the  death  of  her  child.  This  was 
the  celebrated  inftance  of  Solomon's  wifdom,  by  which  hedif- 
covered  the  real  mother,  and  gave  the  world  to  expect  the 
greateft  happinefs  from  his  prudence.  The  right  honourable 
gentleman  appears  on  many  occafions  to  be  a  Solomon,  but  not 
by  his  defence  of  the  Reports  in  the  new  Parliament ;  for  al- 
though he  is  the  father  of  the  child  that  has  been  produced  in 
the  Committee — the  Jive  handfome  volumes  in  folio — when  it 
was  about  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  gentlemen  of  a  certain  de- 
fcription,  who  trembled  at  the  coniequence,  if  the  relations  of 
plunder,  peculation,  and  murders,  were  believed;  when  the 
child  was  about  to  be  torn  in  pieces,  by  feveral  gentlemen 
taking  it  by  the  legs,  and  afferting  that  it  was  a  baftard,  a  fic- 
tion of  the  brain,  totally  void  of  truth ;  when  that  was  the 
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Cafe,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  fat  with  the  greateft 
tranquillity  ;  and  in  order  to  infmuate  that  he  was  not  the 
father  of  the  child,  he  left  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe — the 
oppofition- — the  happy  privilege  of  calling  aloud,  "  Stop! 
ftop  your  facrilegious  hand."  This  was  a&ing  perhaps  wife- 
ly, but  not  according  to  the  juftice  and  wifdom  of  Solomon. 
Mr.  JBurh,  July  28,  1784. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  fo  frequent* 
Jy  alludes  to  the  American  war  that  I  verily  believe  he 
could  not  fpeak  at  all,  if  he  were  to  forbear  the  mention  of 
it,  in  like  manner  as  Mr.  Locke  relates  in  his  chapter  on 
the  aflbciation  of  ideas,  that  a  man  who  had  been  fond  of 
dancing  in  a  room  in  which  an  old  trunk  flood,  could  not 
ilir  a  flep  when  the  trunk  was  removed. 

Mr.   Courtenay,  May  10,  1785. 

The  Committee  fhould  not  be  fcrupulous,  in  viewing  the 
Proportions  for  a  commercial  treaty  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  fixing  their  eyes  on  any  trifling  dcfeft,  if 
any  Ihould  be  found  in  this  great  and  excellent  fyftem.  I 
will  borrow  the  allulion  of  ihejfatuc  and  the  pedcjial,  and 
apply  it  to  the  prefent  cafe.  The  moft  celebrated  fculptor 
of  antiquity  had  fmifhed  a  ftatue,  which  was  laying  on  the 
ground,  and  one  perfon  found  one  fault  with  it,  and  another 
another  ;  here  a  fpeck,  there  zflaiu  ;  but  when  placed  on  its 
pcdeftal,  all  thefe  little  deformities,  and  irregularities  of  the 
furface,  difappeared  ;  and  every  one,  when  it  was  placed  in 
its  true  point  of  view,  and  was  feen  altogether,  was  ready  to 
acknowledge  the  fymmetry  of  the  proportion,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  whole  figure. 

Mr.  Will  erf  or  ce,  May  19,  1785. 
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TAXATION. 

jf\.LL  public  aifemblies  muft  be  compofed  of  perfons  who 
have  very  different  ways  of  thinking,  different  interefts,  and 
different  ends.  Every  tax  that  can  be  propofed  will  be 
objected  to  by  fome  of  thofe  who  are  to  pay  it,  and  the 
mofl  unequal  taxes  will  be  approved  of,  and  preferred  to 
the  moll  equal  by  thofe  who  are  to  contribute  nothing,  or  a 
very  little  thereto.  The  Journals  of  this  Houfe  may  afford 
us  many  examples  of  petitions  prefented,  and  a  vigorous 
oppolition  made,  ag-ainft  things  that  have  in  their  own 
nature  appeared  to  be  an  univerfal  benefit  to  mankind, 
Thofe  who  live  by  the  neceffities  of  mankind,  will  for 
ever  oppofe  what  is  propofed  for  their  relief;  from  hence 
it  is,  that  we  always  fee  great  opposition  made  to  all  attempts 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  rivers,  or  of  wafte  lands  and 
commons  ;  we  are  therefore  never  to  conclude  againfl  the 
public  benefit  of  any  propofition,  becaufe  we  fee  it  vio- 
lently oppofed. 

Envy  and  malice  will  often  prompt  men  to  oppofe  what 
is  apparently  for  their  own  immediate  benefit,  as  well  as 
for  the  benefit  of  their  country.  Every  man,  I  believe, 
even  in  a  private  ftation  of  life,  has  enemies,  but  thofe  who 
are  in  any  public  flation  have  always  a  great  many.  Thole 
who  envy  them,  will  always  grudge  them  the  glory  of  doing 
any  thing  for  the  public  good,  and  will  endeavour  to  defeat, 
or  to  give  a  wrong  turn  to  whatever  they  propofe  for  the 
benefit  of  their  country,  or  for  the  eafe  of  the  people. 

Sir  Robert  fPalpokt  Feb.  9,  1732. 

I  came  to  town  but  to-day  ;  I  was  a  Granger  to  the  tenor 
of  His  Majefty's  fpeech,  and  the  propofed  addrefs,  till  I 
heard  them  read  in  this  Houfe.  Unconnected  and  un- 
I  have  notthr  means  of  information.  As  to  the 
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prefent  gentlemen,  to  thofe  at  leaft  whom  I  have  in 
my  eye  (looking  at  the  Bench  where  Mr.  Conway  far, 
with  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury)  I  have  not  any  objec- 
tion ;  I  have  never  been  made  a  facrifice  to  any  of 
them.  Their  characters  are  fair  ;  and  I  am  always  glad 
when  men  of  fair  character  engage  in  His  Majefty's  fer- 
vice.  Some  of  them  have  done  me  the  honour  to  afk  my 
poor  opinion,  before  they  would  engage.  Thefe  will  do 
me  the  juftice  to  own,  I  advifed  them  to  engage ;  but  not- 
withftanding — I  love  to  be  explicit — I  cannot  give  them 
my  confidence  ;  pardon  me,  gentlemen,  (bowing  to  the 
Minifters)  confidence  is  a  plant  of  flow  growth  in  an  aged 
bofom  :  youth  is  the  feafon  of  credulity  ;  by  comparing 
events  with  each  other,  reafoning  from  effefts  to  caufes, 
methinks  I  plainly  difcover  the  traces  of  an  overruling  in- 
fluence. 

There  is  a  ciaufe  in  the  A£t  of  Settlement  to  oblige  every 
Minifler  to  fign  his  name  to  the  advice  which  he  gives  his 
Sovereign.  Would  it  were  obferved !  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  fervc  the  crown,  and  if  I  could  have  fubmitted 
to  influence,  I  might  have  flill  continued  to  fcrve  ;  but  I 
would  not  be  refponfible  for  others  — I  have  no  local  at- 
tachments ;  it  is  indifferent  to  me  whether  a  man  was 
rocked  in  his  cradle  on  this  fide  or  that  fide  the  Tweed. — I 
fought  for  merit  wherever  it  was  to  be  found.— It  is  my 
boafl,  that  1  was  the  firft  Minifler  who  looked  for  it,  and 
I  found  it  in  the  mountains  of  the  North.  1  called 
forth,  and  drew  into  your  fervice,  an  hardy  and  intrepid  - 
race  of  men  !  men,  who,  when  left  by  your  jealoufy,  be- 
came a  prey  to  the  artifices  of  your  enemies,  and  had  gone 
nigh  to  have  overturned  the  flate,  in  the  war  before  the 
laft.  Thefe  men,  in  the  laft  war,  were  brought  to  com- 
bat on  your  fide :  they  ferved  with  fidelity,  as  they  Fought 
with  valour,  aftd  conquered  for  you  in  every  part  of  the 
X  2  world  : 
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world  :  detefted  be  the  national  reflexions  againft  them  ? 
they  are  unjuft,  groundlefs,  illiberal,  unmanly.  When  I 
ceafed  to  ferve  His  Majefty  as  a  Miniftcr,  it  was  not  the 
country  of  the  man  by  which  I  was  moved — but  the  man 
of  that  country  wanted  ivifdom,  and  held  principles  incom- 
patible with  freedom. 

It  is  a  long  time,  Mr,  Speaker,  lince  I  have  attended  in 
Parliament.  When  the  refolution  was  taken  in  the  Houfs 
to  tax  America,  I  was  ill  in  bed.  If  I  could  have  endured 
to  have  been  carried  in  my  bed,  fo  great  was  the  agitation  of 
my  mind  for  the  confequences,  I  would  have  iblicited 
fome  kind  hand  to  have  laid  me  down  on  this  floor,  to  have 
borne  my  teflimony  againft  it.  It  is  now  an  act  that  has 
palled.  I  would  fpeak  with  decency  of  every  a£l  of  this 
Houie,  but  I  mult  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  to  fpeafc 
of  it  with  freedom. 

..  I  hope  a  day  will  foon  be  appointed  to  confider  the  ftate 
of  the  nation  with  refpec~l  to  America,  I  hope  gentlemen 
will  come  to  this  debate  with  all  the  temper  and  impar- 
tiality that  His  Majefty  recommends,  and  the  importance  of 
the  fubjeft  requires.  A  fubjeft  of  greater  importance  than 
ever  engaged  the  attention  of  this  Houfe!  that  fubjeft  only 
excepted,  when,  near  a  century  ago,  it  was  the  queftion, 
whether  you  youifelves  were  to  be  bound  or  free.  In  the 
mean  time,  as  I  cannot  depend  upon  health  for  any  future 
day,  fuch  is  the  nature  of  my  infirmities,  I  will  beg  leave 
to  fay  a  few  words  at  prefent,  leaving  the  juilice,  the  equity, 
the  policy,  the  expediency  of  the  a£l,  to  another  time.  I 
will  only  fpeak  to  one  point,  a  point  which  feems  not  to  be 
generally  underftood — I  mean  to  the  right. — Some  gentle- 
men (alluding  to  Mr.  Nugent)  feem  to  have  confidered  it 
as  a  point  of  honour.  If  gentlemen  confider  it  in  that  light, 
they  leave  all  meafures  of  right  and  wrong,  to  follow  a  de- 
lufion  that  may  lead  to  deftruftion.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
this  kingdom  has  no  right  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  Colonies. 

At 
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At  the  fame  time,  I  aflert  the  authority  of  this  kingdom  over 
the  Colonies,  to  be  fovereign  and  fupreme,  in  every  cir- 

cumflance    of  government    and    legiflation    whatfoevcr. 

They  are  the  fubje&s  of  this  kingdom,  equally  entitled  with 
youifelves  to  all  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  and  the 
peculiar  privileges  of  EngUJhmen.  Equally  bound  by  its 
laws,  and  equally  participating  of  the  Conftitution  of  this 
free  country.  The  Americans  are  the  fons,  not  the  baftards, 
of  England.  Taxation  is  no  part  of  the  governing  or  le- 
giflative  power,— The  taxes  are  a  voluntary  gift  and  grant 
ef  the  Commons  alone.  In  legiflation  the  three  eftates  of 
the  realm  are  alike  concerned,  but  the  concurrence  of  the 
Peers  and  the  Crown  to  a  tax,  is  only  neceflary  to  clofe  with 
the  form  of  a  law.  The  gift  and  grant  is  of  the  Commons 
alone.  In  antient  days,  the  Crown,  the  Barons,  and  the 
Clergy  poffefled  the  lands.  In  thofe  days,  the  Barons 
and  the  Clergy  gave  and  granted  to  the  Crown.  They 
gave  and  granted  what  was  their  own.  At  ptefent,  fincc 
the  difcovery  of  America,  and  other  circumftances  permitting, 
the  Commons  are  become  the  proprietors  of  the  lands. 
The  Crown  has  diverted  itfelf  of  its  great  eftates.  The 
church  (God  blefs  it)  has  but  a  pittance.  The  property 
of  the  Lords,  compared  with  that  of  the  Commons,  is 
as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean  :  and  this  Houfe  reprefents 
thefe  commons,  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  ;  and  thofe 
proprietors  virtually  reprefcnt  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants, 
When,  therefore,  in  this  Houfe  we  give  and  grant,  we  give 
and  grant  what  is  our  own.  But  in  an  American  tax,  what 
do  we  do  ?  We,  Your  Majefty's  Commons  of  Great-Britain, 
give  and  grant  to  Your  Majefty  what  ?  Our  own  property  ? 
No.  We  give  and  grant  to  Your  Majefty,  the  property  of 
Your  Majefty's  Commons  of  America.- -It  is  an  abfurdity  in 
terms. 

The  diftin&ion  between  legiflation  and  taxation  is  eflen- 

tially   neceilary  to  liberty.      The    Crown,  the  Peers,  are 

X  3  equally 
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equally  legiflative  powers  with  the  Commons.  If  taxation 
be  a  partoffimple  legiflation,  the  Crown,  the  Peers,  have 
rights  in  taxation  as  well  as  yourfelves  :  rights  which  they 
will  claim,  which  they  will  exercife,  whenever  the  principle 
can  be  fupported  by  power. 

There  is  an  idea  in  fome,  that  the  Colonies  are  virtually 
reprefented  in  this  Houfe.  I  would  fain  know  by  whom  an 
American  is  reprefented  here  ?  Is  he  reprefented  by  any 
Knight  of  the  Shire,  in  any  county  of  this  kingdom  ? 
(Would  to  God  that  refpeftable  reprefentation  was  augmented  to 
a  greater  number  ! )  or  will  you  tell  him  that  he  is  reprefent- 
ed by  any  reprefentative  of  a  borough — a  borough,  which 
perhaps  no  man  everfaw.  This  is  what  is  called  the  rot- 
ten part  of  the  Conftitution.  It  cannot  continue  the  century. 
If  it  does  not  drop,  it  muft  be  amputated.  The  idea  of  a 
virtual  reprefentation  of  America  in  this  Houfe,  is  the  moft 
contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  a  man 
« — It  does  not  deferve  a  ferious  refutation. 

The  Commons  of  America,  reprefented  in  their  feveral 
afiemblies,  have  ever  been  in  poffemon  of  the  exercife  of 
this,  their  continual  right,  of  giving  and  granting  their  own 
money.  They  would  have  been  flaves  if  they  had  not  enjoyed 
it.  At  the  fame  time,  this  kingdom,  as  the  fupreme  go- 
verning and  Jegiflative  power,  has  always  bound  the  Colo- 
nies by  her  Laws,  by  her  regulations,  and  reftriclions  in 
trade,  in  navigation,  in  manufactures. — In  every  thing  ex- 
cept that  of  taking  their  money  out  of  their  pockets  without 
their  confent. 

Mr.  Pitt,  Jan.  14,  1766. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it  generally  admitted,  that  when 
gentlemen  think  fit  to  move  the  repeal  of  an  exifting  tax, 
they  ought  to  propofe  fome  tax  in  lieu  of  it,  that  in  their 
opinion  at  leaft,  is  likely  to  prove  equally  productive. 
This  is  certainly  right,  becaufe  when  the  Houfe  is  called 

upon 
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upon,  as  it  is  by  the  motion  under  confideration,  it  is  called 
upon  to  do  as  flrong  an  aft  as  the  Houfe  can  pofiibly  per- 
form, viz.  to  change  the  fecurity  given  to  the  public  credi- 
tor, and  to  take  away  the  mortgage  held  in  payment  of  the 
intereftof  his  money.  The  Receipt  tax,  is  a  tax  that  has 
pa{Ted  almoft  unanimoufly ;  at  leaft  it  has  been  approved 
of  by  the  majority  of  this  Houfe,  and  declared  to  he  a  light, 
impartial,  and  wife  tax.  Such,  I  am  in  my  own  mind  per- 
fuaded,  it  would  have  proved,  had  the  tax  had  fair  play.  It 
has  not,  however,  been  yet  truly  tried.  No  fooner  was  this 
tax,  fo  much  liked  within  doors,  heard  of,  but  the  utmoft 
pains  were  taken  to  raife  a  clamour  againft  it  without. 
Committees  and  aflbciations  were  formed  for  that  purpofe 
expreflly.  All  the  art  and  ingenuity  of  man  were  employed 
in  finding  out  means  of  evading  it.  Remonflrances  againft 
it  have  been  fabricated,  and  carried  from  houfe  to  houfc  to 
procure  fignatures.  Thofe  who  never  had  heard  of  the 
tax,  were  called  upon  to  lend  their  names  to  the  lift ;  nay, 
one  man,  who  could  not  write  himfelf,  had  been  invited  to 
make  his  mark,  in  order  to  overthrow  a  tax,  which  he  was 
told  materially  concerned  him,  as  it  was  a  check  to  the  cur- 
rency of  written  evidence.  As  foon  as  any  probable  means 
of  evading  it  were  hit  on,  they  were  induftrioufly  circulated 
throughout  the  kingdom,  and  Government  having,  out  of 
lenity,  forborne  to  profecute  for  the  penalties  incurred  by 
thofe  who  flew  in  the  face  of  the  aft,  a  cafe  was  made  out  of 
the  whole  againft  the  tax  itfelf,  and,  when  Parliament  met,  it 
was  applied  to,  in  order  to  repeal  the  tax.  I  truft  that  the  good 
fenfeofthe  Houfe  will  interpofe,  and  prevent  the  repeal  of 
a  tax  fo  treated.  With  regard  to  the  taxes  fuggefted  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpokc  laft,  they  appear  to  me 
to  be  full  as  liable  to  objeftion  as  the  Receipt  tax  ;  indeed, 
infinitely  more  fo,  becaufe  there  are  not  any  fixed  criterion 
to  judge  of  them  by.  For  inftance,  fuppofe  a  tax  was  laid 
on  dogs :  in  that  cafe  the  keeper  of  a  pack  might  immedi- 
X  4  ately 
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ately  fell  his  pack,  and  buy  a  hunter  with  the  money,  and 
follow  the  pack  of  fome  other  neighbour.  In  like  manner, 
if  a  perfon  kept  dogs  to  guard  his  houfe,  on  a  tax  being 
laid,  he  might  difpofe  of  his  dogs,  and  refort  to  fome 
other  means  offecurity.  So  likewife  with  regard  to  pews, 
in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of  a  tax  upon  them,  perfons 
might  no  longer  chufe  to  hold  them.  The  tax  on  grave- 
ftones  indeed  is  not  eafily  evaded,  and  cannot  be  deemed 
oppreffive,  as  it  would  only  once  be  paid;  but  fuch  is  the  fpirit 
of  clamour  againft  any  tax  on  receipts,  that  I  mould  not 
wonder  if  it  extended  to  them,  and  that  it  mould  beaflerted, 
that  perfons  having  paid  the  laft  debt,  the  debt  of  nature, 
Government  had  refolved  they  mould  pay  a  Receipt  tax, 
and  have  it  ftamped  over  their  grave.  Nay,  with  fo  extra- 
ordinary a  degree  of  inveteracy  have  fome  Committees  in 
the  city  and  elfewhere  been  actuated,  that  if  a  Receipt  tax  of 
the  nature  in  queftion  was  enabled,  I  mould  not  be  greatly 
furprifed  if  it  were  foon  after  published,  that  fuch  Com- 
mittees had  unanimoufly  refolved  that  they  would  never  be 
buried,  in  order  to  avoid  paying  the  tax,  but  had  determin- 
ed to  lie  above  ground,  or  to  have  their  afhes  configned  to 
family  urns,  in  the  manner  of  the  ancients. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  Dec.  4,  1783. 


TUMULTS    AND    RIOTS. 

JH  I S  Majefty  in  his  fpeech  delivered  to  us,  by  his  Corn- 
miffioners,  moft  juflly  took  notice  of  the  many  tumults 
and  riots,  that  have  lately  happened  in  this  kingdom  ;  and 
as  His  Majefty  moft  wifely  thought  it  an  affair  of  fuch  con- 
fcquence  as  to  deferve  being  mentioned  by  him  to  his  Parlia- 
ment, 
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ment,  I  expefted  that  this  Houfe  would  have  immediately 
refolved  upon  taking  that  part  of  His  Majefty's  fpeech  into 
confederation  ;  but  as  a  motion  for  that  purpofc  would  have 
come  more  properly  from  fome  other  Lord,  I  delayed  for 
fome  days  taking  notice  of  it,  or  making  any  motion  for  our 
taking  that  affair  into  our  confideration.  This,  my  Lords, 
was  my  Veafonfor  allowing  fome  of  the  firft  days  of  the  fef- 
iion  to  pafs  over,  without  taking  the  lead  notice  of  what  His 
Majefty  had  fo  wifely  and  fo  neceflarily  mentioned  in  his 
fpeech  ;  but  finding  no  ftep  made  towards  it  by  any  other 
noble  Lord,  as  I  thought  it  an  affair  which  ought  not  to  be 
delayed,  I  took  the  liberty  to  move  your  Lordfhips  for  the 
committee  you  are  now  in  ;  and  as  I  moved  for  your  going 
into  this  committee,  I  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  now  to 
explain  what  I  meant,  or  intended. 

Though  none  of  the  riots  or  tumults  that  have  lately 
happened  in  this  kingdom,  feem  to  have  been  diredlly  aim- 
•  pd  at  the  government,  yet,  my  Lords,  it  mufl  be  granted, 
that  no  fuch  thing  can  happen  in  any  country  in  which  the 
government  is  not  fome  way  concerned;  for  as  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  people  are  difturbed  by  fuch  tumultuous  meet- 
ings, and  as  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  every  government  to  pre- 
ferve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  people,  therefore  wherever  any- 
thing like  it  happens,  the  government  ought  to  look  upon 
itfelf  as  deeply  concerned  ;  and  if  we  confidcr  what  mighty 
confequences  have  arifen  from  very  fmall  beginnings,  if  we 
confider  how  often  government,?  have  been  overturned  by 
tumults  which  at  firft  feemed  quite  infignificant,  which  ap- 
peared no  way  intended  for  any  fuch  end,  we  mutt  conclude, 
that  not  only  our  government,  but  our  prefent  eftablifh- 
ment,  and  even  our  happy  Conftitution,  are  concerned  in, 
the  riots  which  have  lately  happened  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
kingdom  ;  for  this  reafon,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Houfe,  as 
being  the  King's  chief  council,  not  to  let  fuch  riots  and  tu- 
mults pafs  over  unobferved,  but  to  inquire  narrowly  into 

them. 


314  BEAUTIES     OF     TUT: 

them,  in  order  to  difcover  their  true  caufes,  and  to  provide 
an  effectual  and  a  legal  remedy  ;  for  if  the  law  mould  lofc 
its  force,  if  it  mould  become  neceiTary  upon  all  occafions  to 
make  ufe  of  a  military  force  for  preferving  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  our  Conftitution  would  be  at  an  end  ;  we  could 
not  then  be  faid  to  be  under  a  civil,  but  a  military  govern- 
ment. 

Of  all  the  late  tumults,  the  firft  I  mail  take  notice  of,  are 
thofe  which  have  happened  in  the  Weft  on  account  of  the 
turnpikes.      Why  turnpikes  mould  occafion  difturbances 
in  that  part  of  the  country  more  than  in  any  other,  is  what 
I  mall  not,  at  prefent,  pretend  to  account  for  ;  but  thefe  dif- 
turbances  were  fuch,  it  feems,  that,  for  quelling  them,  it  be- 
came necefTary  to  employ  a  military  force,  which  I  am  very 
much  furprifed  at,  confidering  the  fevere  law  your  Lord- 
fhips  paffed  fome  time  iince  againft  thofe  who  mould  be 
concerned  in  any  fuch  ;  to  me  it  is  amazing  to  fee  that  the 
civil  power,  armed  with  fuch  a  fevere  law,  mould  not  be 
able  to  prevent,  as  well  as  to  quell  any  fuch  tumult,  without 
the  affiflance  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  ;  and  therefore 
.  J  am  apt  to  fufpeft  thefe  tumults  proceeded   not  from  any 
want  of  power  in  the  civil  magiftrate,  but  from  fome  other 
caufe,  perhaps  from  fome  real  injuftice  or  oppreffion  brought 
upon  poor  people  by  means  of  thefe  turnpikes.     The  peo- 
ple feldom  aflemble  in  any  riotous  or  tumultuous  manner, 
tinlefs  when  they  are  opprefied,  or  at  leaft  imagine  they  arc 
opprefled.     If  the  people  fhould  be  miftaken,  and  imagine 
they  are  opprefled  when  they  are  not,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
next  magiftrate  to  endeavour  firft  to  correft  their  miftake  by 
fair  means  and  juft  reafoning  ;  in  common  humanity  he  is 
obliged  to  take  this  method,  before  he  has  recourfe  to  fuch 
fteps  as  may  bring  death  and  definition  upon  a  great  number 
of  his  fellow  countrymen  ;  and  this  method  will  generally 
prevail  where  they  have  not  met  with  any  real  oppreffion  ; 
but  when  this  happens  to  be  the  cafe,  it  cannot  be  expe&ed 

they 
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they  will  give  ear  to  their  oppreflbr,  nor  can  the  fevered  laws, 
nor  the  moft  rigorous  execution  of  thefe  laws,  always  pre- 
vent the  people's  becoming  tumultuous  ;  you  may  moot 
them,  you  may  hang  them,  but  till  the  opprdTion  is  remov- 
ed or  alleviated,  they  will  never  be  quiet,  till  the  greateft 
part  of  them  are  deflroyed.  This  is  the  chief  reafon  and  the 
chief  end  of  all  parliamentary  inquiries,  and  this  ought  to 
be  our  chief  view  in  the  inquiry  we  are  now  going  upon. 
'  If  we  find  any  injuftice  has  been  done,  if  we  find  any  of 
thofe  tumults  have  proceeded  from  oppreflion  ;  the  only 
way  to  prevent  fuch  tumults  for  the  future  will  be,  to  remove 
that  oppreffion,  and  to  punifh  feverely  every  one  of  thofe 
who  have  been  guilty  of  it.  This  is  the  only  human  method 
of  preventing  riots,  or  tumults  ;  for  I  hope  none  of  your 
Lordlhips  are  of  opinion,  that  more  fevere,  or  any  larger 
powers  ought  to  be  granted  by  law.  You  have  already, 
by  a  late  law,  made  it  death  without  benefit  of  clergy,  to  be 
riotoufly  concerned  in  breaking  down  any  turnpike.  You 
cannot,  by  any  maxims  of  government  hitherto  purfued  in 
this  kingdom,  inflift  any  feverer  punifhment  ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  not,  under  pretence  that  the  civil  magiflrate  is  not 
able  to  execute  this  law,  agree  to  the  erecting  a  barrack  at 
every  turnpike,  in  order  that  the  civil  magiftrate  may  have  it 
in  his  power  to  moot  every  man  who  prefumes  to  make  his 
efcape  from  that  puriifliment  which  is  provided  for  him  by 
law. 

As  for  thefe  tumults  that  happened  at  Spitalfields,  and  that 
neighbourhood,  the  government  was,  I  think,  as  little  con- 
cerned in  them,  as  ever  it  can  be  in  any  fuch.  They  pro- 
ceeded entirely  from  an  accidental  quarrel  that  had  happen- 
ed between  the  Englifh  and  Iriili  labourers,  and  they  might 
have  been  quelled,  and  the  ringleaders  punifhed,  even  though 
we  had  not  a  regiment  of  regular  troops  in  the  kingdom. 
Then  with  refpeft  to  that  moft  ridiculous  affair  in  Weft- 
minfter  Hall,  it  was,  it  is  true,  a  moft  daring  infult  both 

upon 


3i6  BEAUTIES     OP     THE 

upon  the  government  and  the  Courts  of  Juftice  ;  but  I  do 
not  think  it  can  be  called  either  a  tumult  or  a  riot.  There 
was,  I  believe,  but  one  perfon  actually  concerned  in  it  and 
tut  very  few  privy  to  it ;  and  as  it  anfwered  no  end,  nor 
could  proceed  from  any  fudden  paflion  or  refentment,  I 
muft  think  none  but  madmen  could  have  any  hand  in  it. 
If  we  confider  the  place  where,  and  the  perfon  before  whom 
.this  ridiculous  infult  was  committed,  we  muft  conclude, 
that  no  man  in  his  right  fenfes  would  have  been  guilty  of 
it,  or  would  have  fo  much  as  thought  of  any  fuch  impu- 
dent and  foolifh  contrivance  ;  for  the  noble  Lord  who  pre- 
lided  in  that  court,  has,  I  am  fure,  gained  the  efteem  and 
affection  of  every  man  of  fenfe  in  the  kingdom.  He  is  a 
magiilrate  of  great  power ;  but,  my  Lords,  great  as  it  is, 
his  authority  is  equal  to  his  power.  Power  and  authority  we 
muft  coniider  as  two  things  of  a  very  different  nature ;  pow- 
er the  legiflature  may  give,  bi?t  authority  it  can  give  no 
man  ;  authority  may  be  acquired  by  wifdom,  by  prudence, 
foy  good  conduct,  and  a  virtuous  behaviour,  but  it  can  be 
granted  by  no  King,  by  no  potentate  on  earth  ;  a  man's 
power  depends  upon  the  poft  and  flation  he  is  in,  but  his 
anthority  can  depend  upon  nothing  but  the  character  he  ac- 
quires amongft  mankind,  and  the  more  power  a  kn?.ve  or  a 
fool  is  veiled  with,  the  more  he  will  be  defpifed,  the  more 
generally  will  he  be  loaded  with  hatred  and  reproach. 

The  riots  and  tumults  which  proceed  from  fmuggling,  are, 
my  Lords,  of  an  old  ftanding,  and  of  a  very  different  na- 
ture ;  but  they  are  of  late  become  fo  frequent,  and  the  fmug- 
glers  are  become  fo  numerous  and  fo  audacious,  that  they 
deferve  our  clofeft  attention.  I  am  afraid  fome  extraordina- 
ry methods  muft  be  made  ufe  of  for  fuppreffing  them;  but  the 
only  way  of  contriving  an  effectual  method  for  that  purpofe 
will  be,  to  inquire  into  their  caufes,  and  to  take  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  may  be  proper  for  removing  thefe  caufes ;  for  in  the 
body  political,  as  in  the  body  natural,  while  the  caufe  re- 
mains, 
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mains,  it  is  impoffible  to  remove  the  diftemper  ;  fevere 
laws  againft  fmuggling,  and  the  moft  rigorous,  the  moft  ar- 
bitrary execution  of  thefe  laws,  we  know,  by  the  example 
of  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  will  never  prevail.  By  fuch  me- 
thods we  may  irritate,  we  may  deflroy  the  fubjeft,  and  at 
laft,  perhaps,  bring  on  a  diflemper  of  a  much  more  danger- 
ous nature  ;  and  I  am  afraid  the  law  palled  laft  year  for  pre- 
venting fmuggling,  will  be  found  to  be  a  remedy  of  fuch  a 
nature.  If  that  law  had  been  pafled  in  that  forni  and 
fhape,  in  which  it  was  once  put  by  this  Houfe,  it  would  not, 
in  my  opinion,  have  been  fo  extraordinary,  nor  fo  danger- 
ous ;  and  I  believe  it  would  have  been  much  more  effectual. 
We  were  told  by  the  beft  lawyers  in  England,  that  by  that 
law,  as  it  was  firft  brought  in,  and  afterwards  palled,  no 
judge  in  England  could  know  how  to  direft  a  jury  ;  and  af- 
ter they  had  been  told  fo,  I  muft  think  it  was  a  little  odd,  to 
turn  it  out  of  that  Ihape  we  had  put  it  into  by  their  advice, 
and  pafs  it  in  that  very  lhape  in  which  they  told  us  it  could 
have  no  effeft. 

Upon  this  occafion,  I  muft  obferve,  my  Lords,  that  even 
that  wicked,  that  atrocious  riot  and  murder  committed  at 
Edinburgh,  proceeded  originally  from  fmuggling  ;  for  it  was 
the  execution  of  a  fmuggler  that  occafioned  all  that  difor- 
der  and  wickednefs  that  afterwards  cnfued.  That  tumult 
and  the  murder  they  committed,  was,  indeed,  one  of  the 
moft  extraordinary  that  ever  happened  in  any  country,  and 
it  was,  I  think,  one  of  the  greateft  indignities  that  ever 
was  put  upon  an  eftablilhed  government.  For  this  rcafon, 
it  highly  defervesour  attention,  and  we  ought  to  look  upon 
it  as  the  more  dangerous,  and  the  more  to  be  taken  notice  of, 
becaufe  it  was  carried  on  with  a  fort  of  decency  and  order  ; 
for  as  Germanicus  obferved  of  a  mutiny  among  the  Roman 
ibldiers,  it  was  the  more  to  be  dreaded,  becaufe  it  feemed  to 
be  attended  with  no  diforder  or  confufion  :  I  am  forry  to 
hear  the  government  lus  not  been  able  to  difcovcr,  or  at 

lead 
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leaft  to  apprehend,  any  of  the  perfons  guilty  of  that  barba* 
rous  murder  ;  for  where  fuch  perfons  were  concerned, 
many  of  their  names  may  furely  be  difcovered  ;  and  if  they 
are  iied  from  juftice,  fly  \\here  they  will,  they  ought  to  be 
brought  back  and  punilhed.  By  our  power,  we  may  bring 
them  back  from  our  plantations,  and  by  our  intereft  we 
may  be  able  to  bring  them  back  from  any  foreign  country, 
for  no  ftate  in  Europe  would  protect  fuch  cruel  murderers  : 
a  foreign  ftate  may,  perhaps,  for  political  reafons,  give  Ihel- 
ter  to  the  rebels  of  a  neighbouring  country,  but  I  cannot 
think  any  ftate  will  refufe  to  give  up  fuch  criminals,  when 
a  proper  application  is  made  to  them  for  that  purpofe.  The 
names  of  the  murderers  muft  be  all  known  in  the  city  of 
Edinburgh,  at  leaft  the  names  of  fuch  as  have  abfconded,  of 
fled  on  that  account,  and  if  the  citizens  refufe  to  give  an 
account  of  their  names,  there  may  be  methods  found  for 
compelling  them  :  they  may  be  threatened  with  removing 
the  Courts  of  Juftice,  as  was  done  in  the  late  Queen's 
time,  when  the  tumult  happened  there  which  occasioned 
the  execution  of  Captain  Green.  Upon  that  occaiion  Her 
Majefty,  by  the  advice  of  her  Privy  Council  here,  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  Privy  Council  of  Scotland,  ordering  them  to 
llgnify  to  the  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh,  that  in  cafe  any  tu- 
mult ever  happened  again,  the  Courts  of  Juftice  mould  all 
be  removed  from  that  city  :  from  whence  I  would  conclude, 
that  the  King  has  a  power  to  remove  them  ;  for  if  our 
King  had  no  fuch  power,  I  am  fure  no  fuch  thing  would 
have  been 'threatened  by  fo  wife  an  Adminiftration  as  we 
had  then  the  happinefs  to  have  at  the  head  of  our  affairs. 

But,  my  Lords,  if  the  citizens  of  Edinburgh  mould 
cbftinately  proteft  or  conceal  thofe  murderers,  there  are 
cafes  in  which  a  city  may  forfeit  her  charter,  and  become  as 
it  were  in  miferecordia  regis,  with  refpeft  to  her  whole  liber- 
ties and  franchifes.  The  city  of  Cambridge  was  declared 
by  Parliament  in  the  reign  of  Richard  the  lid.  to  have  for- 
feited 
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felted  all  her  liberties,  on  account  of  an  infult  committed  by 
the  citizens  upon  the  Univerfity  ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
many  of  their  privileges  were  taken  from  them,  and  granted 
to  the  Univerfity  ;  from  hence,  we  may  fee,  that  a  city  may 
forfeit  her  privileges,  and  I  do  not  know  but  the  city  of 
Edinburgh  has  already  done  fo  ;  for  if  it  mould  appear,  that 
the  citizens  had  been  generally  concerned  in  that  riot  and 
murder,  if  they  mould  proteft  or  conceal  the  murderers, 
or  if  the  magiftrates  of  that  city  had,  either  through  fear 
or  defign,  connived  at  the  murder,  they  might  be  juftly 
deemed  to  have  forfeited  their  charter  ;  and  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
I  do  not  know  but  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  diveft  them 
of  fome  of  their  privileges,  by  way  of  punimment,  and  as 
an  example  for  other  cities  in  time  to  come. 

For  this  reafon,  I  think,  my  Lords,  we  ought  to  make  a 
particular  inquiry  into  that  affair,  and  into  the  conduct  of 
the  magiftrates  upon  that  occaflon  ;  and  this  inquiry  is  the 
more  neceffary,  bccaufe  it  does  not  fecm  that  any  full  diico« 
very  has  yet  been  made  of  the  authors  of  that  riot.  This  I 
hope  may  be  obtained  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority 
of  Parliament;  and  when  we  have  difcovered  the  authors, 
we  may  take  fuch  meafures  as  may  be  thought  moft  proper 
for  bringing  them  to  condign  punifhment.  As  this  tumult 
at  Edinburgh  was  of  the  moft  heinous  nature,  and  as  a  very 
high  indignity  was  by  thofe  rioters  put  upon  the  crown  itfelf, 
we  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  begin  with  it ;  but  let  us  begin 
where  we  will,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  make  fome  inquiry 
into  that  and  other  riots  which  have  lately  happened  ;  for 
after  His  Majefty  has  in  his  fpeech  expreflly  mentioned  and 
complained  of  thefe  riots  and  tumults,  it  would  look  very 
odd  in  this  Houfe  to  take  no  notice  of  them,  nor  make  any 
attempt  to  puniih  the  authors  of  thofe  that  are  paft,  as 
well  as  endeavouring  to  prevent  any  fuch  for  the  future. 
Such  a  negleft  would  mew  a  very  great  difrefpea  and  difre- 
gard  for  the  honour  and  intereft  of  our  Sovereign,  which  I 

am 
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am  fare  every  one  of  your  Lordfhips  willendeavour  to  avoid, 
as  much  as  you  can.  I  fhall  not  at  prefent  take  upon  me  to 
make  any  motion,  becaufe  I  think  it  will  come  better 
from  thofe  who  have  the  honour  to  be  employed  in  Ad- 
miniflration  ;  and  1  hope  fome  of  them  will  iland  up  and 
move  for  fome  fort  of  inquiry  in  that  affair,  or  make  fomc 
motion  tending  to  that  purpofe. 

For  my  own  part,  my  Lords,  in  taking  notice  of  the  affair 
in  the  manner  I  have  already  done,  I  have  done  my  duty  as 
a  Lord  of  this  Houfe  ;  and  if  nothing  farther  mould  be  done, 
I  fhall,  from  what  I  have  faid,  have  at  leafl  this  advantage* 
that  if  I  fhould  find  myfelf  obliged  to  oppofe  any  methods 
that  may  hereafter  be  propofed  for  preventing  fuch  riots  in 
time  to  come,  which  may  very  probably  be  the  cafe  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  thrown  in  my  teeth,  that  I  am  a  favourer  and  an 
encourager  of  fuch  riots ;  for,  from  what  I  have  now  faid, 
the  contrary  will  appear.  It  appears,  I  believe,  that  I  am  as 
great  an  enemy  to  riots  as  any  man :  I  am  forry  to  fee  them 
fo  frequent  as  they  are;  but  I  fhall  never  be  for  facrific- 
ing  the  liberties  of  the  people,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
engaging  in  any  riotous  proceedings  ;  becaufe  I  am  fure  it 
may  be  done  by  a  much  more  gentle,  and  much  lefs  expen- 
live,  method.  A  wife  and  a  prudent  conduft,  and  a  conilant 
purfuit  of  upright  and  juft  meafures,  will  eftablifh  the  authority 
as  well  as  the  power  of  the  Government;  and  where  authority- 
is  joined  with  prudence,  the  People  will  never  be  tumultu- 
ous i  but  I  muft  obferve,  and  I  do  it  without  a  defign  of  of- 
fending  any  perfon,  that  ever  fince  I  came  into  the  world,  I 
never  faw  an  Adminiilrationthat  had,  in  my  opinion,  fo  much 
power,  or  fo  little  authority.  I  hope  fome  methods  will  be 
taken,  for  reftoring  to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  their  ancient 
authority  ;  for  if  that  is  not  done,  if  the  Lord  Chief  Juflice's 
warrant  is  not  of  itfelf  of  fo  much  authority,  as  that  it  may  be 
executed  by  his  Tipftaff  in  any  county  of  England,  without 
any  other  afliflance  than  what  is  provided  by  law,  it  cannot 

be 
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be  faid,  that  we  are  governed  by  law,  or  by  the  civil  magif- 
trate :  if  regular  troops  fhould  once  become  neceflary  for  ex- 
ecuting the  laws  upon  every  occafion,  it  could  not  then  be  faid 
that  we  were  governed  by  the  civil  power,  but  by  the  military 
fword,  which  is  a  fort  of  government  I  am  fure  none  of  your 
Lordfhips  would  ever  defire  to  fee  eftablimed  in  this  country. 
Lord Carter  et>  Feb.  IO,  1737* 


WAR. 

JL  A  M  old  enough  to  remember  the  firft  great  war  againll 
France,  and  I  remember  that  as  foon  as  the  Dutch  applied  to 
us  for  afliftance,  King  William  immediately  laid  the  cafe  be- 
fore Parliament,  and  took  their  advice,  as  to  what  was  proper 
to  be  done  upon  that  emergency,  before  he  came  to  any  refolu- 
tion.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  fecond  war,  the  late 
Queen  did  the  fame ;  and  I  muft  fay,  that  I  think  every  King 
of  this  nation  ought  to  follow  that  example;  if  they  expect 
the  affiftance  of  Parliament,  they  ought  to  take  th»  advice  of 
Parliament ;  and  our  hiftories  will  inform  us,  that  where  they 
have  done  fo,  they  have  generally  done  well;  and  where  they 
have  done  othenvife,  they  have  had  but  little  fuccefs. 

Mr.  Cockburn^  Jan.  25,  1734. 

\Vith  refpecl  to  the  cnieftion  now  before  us,  I  hope  no 
gentleman  expects,  that  for  his  fatisfaclion  His  Majefty  fhould 
be  obliged  to  difclofe  to  this  Houfe  all  the  fecrets  of  his  go- 
vernment, all  the  negotiations  he  is  now  carrying  on  with 
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foreign  powers,  and  all  the  private  informations  he  may  have 
received,  in  relation  to  the  views  and  defigns  of  the  feveral 
powers  now  engaged  in  war;  nor  can  it  be  expected  that  His 
Majefty  fhould  now  declare  pofltively  to  us  what  he  is  refolved 
to  do,  in  relation  to  his  engaging  or  not  engaging  in  the  prefent 
war  ;  if  any  fuch  thing  could  be  done,  I  believe  it  would  very 
foon  put  an  end  to  the  queftion ;  but  no  fuch  thing  has  ever 
yet  been  practifed,  nor  has  this  Houfe  ever  thought  fuch  a 
practice  neceflary,  for  inducing  them  to  agree  to  any  demand 
made  by  the  Crown,  and  I  hope  it  never  will :  for  if  ever  this 
fhould  come  to  be  thought  neceflary,  it  would  lay  this  nation 
tinder  a  very  great  difadvantage,  becaufe  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  what  is  once  difclofed  in  fuch  a  numerous  afTembly  mould 
continue  long  a  fecret;  from  whence  this  inconvenience  would 
neceflarily  enfue,  that  foreign  powers  might  at  all  times  pro- 
ceed with  great  fecrecy  in  their  meafures,  for  the  deilruclion  or 
disturbance  of  this  nation,  while  we  could  have  nothing  to  an- 
noy our  enemies,  nor  even  be  provided  for  own  defence,  but  in 
the  moft  open  and  public  manner :  nay,  if  our  King  fhould  at 
any  time  get  information  of  the  defigns  of  our  enemies,  he 
would  be  obliged  to  difcover  to  this  Houfe,  that  is  to  fay,  he 
would  be  obliged  to  tell  our  enemies,  from  whom  he  had  that 
information,  and  on  fuch  a  fuppofition,  'tis  certain  no  informa- 
tion would  ever  be  given  to  us;  we  could  never  know  any 
thing  of  the  fecret  defigns  of  our  enemies  till  the  very  mo- 
ment of  their  execution ;  and  therefore  we  mult  conclude,  that 
fuch  a  maxim  eftablifhed  in  this  Houfe  would  be  abfolutely 
inconfinent  with  the  fafety  of  our  country.  For  this  reafon 
we  mufr,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  in  all  fuch  cafes,  take  the  ar- 
gument entirely  from  what  appears  in  His  Majefty's  fpeech, 
and  from  thofe  public  accounts  which  are  known  to  every 
gentleman  in  the  Houfe.  Upon  this  footing,  Sir,  and  upon 
none  other,  {hall  I  prefume  to  give  my  reafons  for  agreeing  to 
the  augmentation  propofed ;  and,  indeed,  upon  this  footing  the 
reafons  are,  in  my  opinion,  fo  evident  and  fo  ftrong,  that  there 
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is  no  occafion  for  inquiring  into  any  fee  rets,  in  order  to  find 
other  reafons  for  our  agreeing  to  this  augmentation.  From 
what  has  as  yet  appeared,  we  are  not,  'tis  true,  obliged  to  en- 
gage in  the  prefent  war ;  for  as  the  motives,  or  at  lead  the  pre- 
tended motives  for  the  war,  relate  entirely  to  the  affairs  of  Po- 
land; and  as  that  is  an  affair  in  which  the  interefl  of  this  na- 
tion is  no  way  concerned,  we  are  not  obliged  to  engage  in  the 
war  upon  that  account ;  the  Emperor  has  indeed  called  upon 
us  for  the  fuccours,  which  he  -pretends  are  ftipulated  by  the 
treaties  fubfifting  between  us;  but  as  we  are  not  by  any  treaty 
engaged  to  fupport  either  one  party  or  the  other  in  Poland,  or 
to  fupport  His  Imperial  Majefty  in  his  views  relating  to  that 
kingdom,  therefore  we  do  not  think  ourfelves  obliged,  by  any 
treaty  fnbfifting  between  us,  to  furnifh  him  with  fuccours  in  a 
war  which  has  been  occafioned,  as  is  pretended  at  leafl,  merely 
by  the  prefent  difpute  about  the  ele&ion  of  a  King  of  Poland* 
If  we  were  abfolutely  certain  that  the  motives  affigned  were 
the  real  and  the  only  motives  for  the  prefent  war;  if  we  had  a 
full  affurance  that  the  parties  engaged  would  carry  their  views 
no  farther,  I  fliould  readily  grant  that  there  would  have  btea 
no  occafion  for  our  putting  ourfelves  to  any  expence,  nor 
would  there  be  now  any  necemty  for  the  augmentation  pro- 
pofed  ;  but  this  is  what  we  neither  could  at  the  beginning,  nor 
can  yet  depend  on;  foreign  Courts  may  have  fecret  views 
which  cannot  be  immediately  difcovered;  but  His  Majefly, 
by  offering  to  interpofe  his  good  offices,  has  taken  the  moll 
effectual  method  of  difcovering  the  fecret  views  of  all  the  par- 
ties concerned;  and  if  by  the  interpolation  of  his  good  offices 
he  fhould  difcover,  that  either  of  the  parties  engaged  in  war 
will  accept  of  no  reafonable  terms,  we  may  from  thence  con- 
clude, that  the  affair  of  Poland  was  not  the  only  and  real  mo- 
tive for  the  war,  but  to  join  with  all  our  force  againft  that 
party  who  we  found  had  formed  fuch  a  defign. 

In  the  formation  of  every  defign  for  overturning  the  balance 

of  power  ia  Europe,  the  party  that  forms  it  muft  not  only 
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have  great  ambition,  but,  before  he  dares  attempt  to  put  'it 
in  execution,  he  muft  have  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs.  The  ambi- 
tion of  our  neighbours,  Sir,  is  what  we  cannot  prevent,  but  we 
may,  by  proper  precautions  feafonably  taken,  deprive  them  of 
all  hopes  of  fuccefs ;  and  by  fo  doing  we  mall  always  prevent 
their  attempting  to  put  their  defign  in  execution.  From  this 
maxim  we  may  fee  the  wifdom  of  the  meafures  taken  laft  year; 
His  Majefty  did  not  find  himfelf  obliged  to  take  any  fhare  in 
the  war,  but  as  the  ambition  of  either  of  the  parties  engaged 
might  at  lail  involve  this  nation  in  the  war;  therefore  he  of- 
fered to  interpofe  his  good  offices  for  bringing  about  an  ac- 
commodation, whatever  might  have  been  the  vieAvs  of  the  par- 
ties engaged  at  the  beginning  of  the  war:  yet  upon  feeing  this 
nation  put  itfelf  in  fuch  pofture  of  defence,  they  all  thought 
proper  to  drop  any  ambitions  views  they  might  then  entertain, 
by  accepting  of  the  good  offices  His  Majefty  has  offered.  Their 
ready  compliance  in  this  refpect  can  be  attributed  to  nothing 
but  the  preparations  we  made  laft  year,  and  the  powers  that 
were  granted  the laft  feflion  of  Parliament  to  His  Majefty;  by 
thefe  we  deprived  them  of  all  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  their  am- 
bitious views.  It  was  this,  Sir,  that  produced  an  acceptance 
of  the  good  offices  His  Majefty  had  offered;  and  if  we  fhould 
flacken  in  our  meafures,  if  we  fliould  difcontinue  our  prepara- 
tions, it  would  render  us  defpicable  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  par- 
ties engaged  in  war,  and  would  confequently  difappoint  the 
good  effe6ls  we  have  icafon  to  expect  from  that  acceptation- 
At  the  beginning  of  laft  feflion,  it  was  very  well  known  that 
the  French  were  fitting  out  a  large  fquadron  at  Breft,  and  were 
providing  tranfports  and  a  land  army  to  be  fent  along  with 
that  fquadron,  under  pretence  of  relieving  Dantzick.  In  fuch 
a  fltuation,  Sir,  I  fliould  have  thought  thofe  who  had  the 
honour  to  advife  the  King  very  imprudent,  or  very  unfaithful 
Counfellors,  if  they  had  not  advifed  him  to  put  the  nation  im- 
mediately into  a  ftate  of  defence ;  for  though  it  was  probable 
that  neither  the  French  nor  any  other  power  would  attack  us- 

while 
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•while  we  continue  neutral ;  yet  it  is  certain  it  was  then,  and 
always  will  be,  very  much  the  French  intereft  to  have  this  na- 
tion on  its  fide ;  and  if  they  had  then  feen,  or  mould  upon  any 
fuch  occafion  fee,  that  it  would  be  eafy  to  overturn  our  Govern- 
ment, by  our  not  being  fufficiently  provided  for  defence,  and 
could,  by  overturning  our  Government,  get  numbers  of  this 
nation  to  join  with  them,  it  would  then  have  been,  and  always 
will  be,  worth  their  while  to  make  the  attempt;  therefore,  in 
order  to  preferve  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  nation,  we  ought 
always  to  be  upon  our  guard,  and  ought  to  make  fome  addi- 
tional provilion  for  our  defence,  when  any  of  our  neighbours 
are  fitting  out  large  fquadrons,  which  may  pombly  be  madeufe 
of  to  attack  or  invade  this  nation.  This,  Sir,  was  the  reafon 
for  His  Majefty's  defiring  20,000  men  the  laft  fefllon  of  Par- 
liament for  fea  fervice ;  but  from  what  has  fince  happened,  the 
reafon  feems  to  have  gathered  a  little  more  weight;  for  though 
there  was  no  particular  reafon  to  fufpecl  that  the  French  fqua- 
dron  was  defigned  againft  us,  yet  there  was  no  other  place  in 
the  world  for  which  it  would  be  defigned,  except  Dantzick ; 
and  whether  it  was  defigned  for  Dantzick  or  not,  it  is  certain  it 
did  not  go  to  Dantzick,  for  we  all  know  it  continued  at  Breil 
the  whole  Summer* 

After  the  laft  feffion  of  Parliament  had  agreed  to  the  20,000 
feamen  defired  by  His  Majelty,  he  had  an  account,  that  befides 
the  fquadron  fitting  out  at  Breft,  both  the  French  and  the 
Spaniards  had  given  orders  for  fitting  out  all  the  mips  of  war, 
lying  in  any  of  their  ports,  from  Toulon  round  to  Breft;  from 
whence  His  Majefty,  with  great  reafon,  thought  it  abiblutely 
neceflary  to  make  a  farther  addition  to  his  naval  force;  for 
which  purpofe  he  applied  to  his  Parliament  for  a  power  to  do 
fo;  and  in  purfuance  of  the  powers  granted  him  upon  that  ap- 
plication, he  has  fince  made  an  addition  of  7,000  men  to  the 
fea  fervice ;  fo  that  our  prefent  naval  eiUblimment  confifts  of 
273ooo  men;  7,000  of  which  muft  be  reduced,  if  we  mould 
agree  to  grant  but  20,000  feamen  for  the  enfuing  year. 

Y  3  Having 
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Having  thus,  Sir,  laid  the  prefent  flate  of  our  naval  force 
before  you,  let  us  confider  the  prefent  {late  of  the  affairs  of 
Europe,  the  circumflances  our  neighbours  are  in,  and  the  cir- 
cumflances we  are  in  ourfelves.  As  to  the  affairs  of  Europe,  it 
is  certain  they  feem  to  be  in  no  lefs  dangerous  {late  than  they 
were  lait  year;  His  Majefty's  good  offices  are,  indeed,  ac- 
cepted of;  but  that  acceptation  has  not  as  yet  produced  the 
wiflied-for  effect,  nor  can  it  be  expected  it  fhould,  if  His  Ma- 
jelly  {hould  appear  to  be  lefs  powerful  when  he  comes  to  offer 
terms  of  peace,  than  he  was  when  he  made  the  offer  of  his 
good  offices :  we  cannot  therefore,  from  the  prefent  ilate  of  the 
affairs  of  Europe,  draw  any  argument  for  dimiriiming  our 
naval  force.  Then  as  to  the  crcumftances  of  our  neighbours, 
it  is  very  certain,  that  not  only  all  the  (hips  of  war,  fitted  out 
either  by  the  French  or  Spaniards,  are  continued  in  commif- 
fion,  but  both  thefe  nations  are  with  the  utmofl  application  re- 
building and  repairing  every  {hip  of  force  they  have  in  their 
dominions,  and  are  befides  building  new  {hips  of  war  as  fafl  as 
they  can ;  from  whence  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  inftead  of 
making  any  reduction  of  the  naval  force  we  had  laft  year,  we 
ought  to  make  feme  addition,  and  the  addition  propofed, 
which  is  properly  3,000  men,  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  leaft  that 
can  be  thought  of. 

This,  Sir,  mull  be  thought  ftill  more  reafonable,  if  we  con- 
fider our  own  particular  circumftances,  and  the  difficulty  there 
is  of  getting  our  feamen  together  after  they  are  once  difperfed. 
]n  countries  where  abfolute  and  arbitrary  government  prevails, 
nil  their  feamen  are  regiftered,  and  they  always  know  where 
they  may  find  them  when  they  haveoccafion  for  them.  Their 
Jeamen,  as  well  as  all  their  other  fubjedts,  are  under  a  fort  of 
military  difcipline;  they  cannot  abfent  themfelves  without  a 
furlough,  and  they  mufl  remain  abfent  no  longer  than  their 
furlough  gives  them  leave;  by  which  means  the  Government 
always  know  what  number  they  may  depend  on  upon  any 
emergency.  But  in  this  happy  country,  where,  every  private 
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man  enjoys  his  full  liberty,  we  cannot  command  our  feamen  to 
fray  at  home,  nor  can  we  call  them  home  when  we  have  a  mind ; 
for,  notwithftanding  the  difficulties  which  every  one  knows  we 
found  laft  Summer  to  man  the  fleet  then  fitted  out,  yet  it  was 
computed  there  were  at  leafl  1 1,000  Britifh  failors  employed 
all  laft  Summer  on  board  of  Britilh  fhips  in  the  fervice  of  fo- 
reigners, either  as  tranfports,  or  as  trading  fhips.  In  this 
country  we  have  no  method  of  providing  failors  employed 
upon  any  fudden  emergency,  but  by  preffing  thofe  feamen  we 
find  by  chance  at  home,  or  upon  our  own  coafts;  and  this 
method  is  always  attended  with  fo  many  inconveniences,  is 
accompanied  with  circumftances  fo  galling  to  the  feelings  of 
Britifh  feamen,  and  fo  diftrefling  to  the  families  and  relatives 
of  thefe  brave  men,  that  in  order  to  prevent  our  being  at 
any  time  reduced  to  that  neceffity,  every  man  who  has  a 
due  regard  to  the  liberty  and  the  happinefs  of  the  fubjedt 
muft  agree,  that  we  ought,  upon  every  occafion,  to  begin 
early  to  provide  againft  any  danger  we  think  we  have  reafon  to 
apprehend. 

In  all  the  meafures  we  have  hitherto  taken  relating  to  the 
prefent  war,  our  ancient  and  natural  allies,  the  Dutch,  have 
cordially  joined  with  us  in  every  thing  :  they  joined  heartily 
with  His  Majefty  in  offering  their  good  offices  for  compofmg 
the  prefent  unhappy  differences  in  Europe ;  and  they  have  like- 
wife  joined  with  His  Majefty  in  concerting  a  proper  plan  for 
a  pacification.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  infmuated,  that  they  have 
put  themfelves  to  no  expence  on  account  of  the  prefent  war ; 
but  this  is  neither  a  juft  nor  a  true  infinuation;  for  it  is  very 
well  known,  that  before  the  war  broke  out  they  had  refolved  to 
have  made  a  very  confiderable  reduction  of  their  land  forces. 
Every  one  knows,  that  foon  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht  they  re- 
duced their  army  to  32,000  men,  and  for  feveral  years  after 
they  kept  it  at  that  number;  but  upon  a  change  which  hap- 
pened in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  they  augmented  it  again  to 
52,000  men;  and  at  that  time  we  likewife  found  it  neceflary 
Y  3  to 
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to  increafe  our  army  to  26,000  men.  The  war  with  which 
Europe  was  then  threatened  was  happily  prevented ;  and  as 
foon  as  it  was,  \ve  immediately  began  to  reduce  our  army ;  we 
reduced  it  at  nrft  5,000,  and  foon  after  3,000,  of  the  number 
we  had  increafed  it  to  :  but  the  Dutch  made  at  that  time  no 
reduction;  they  never  thought  of  making  any  reduction  till 
the  very  year  before  the  prefent  war  broke  out;  then  indeed 
a  refolution  was  actually  taken  in  fome  of  the  provinces  to  re- 
duce 10,000,  and  that  was  foon  to  have  been  followed  by  the 
reduction  of  another  10,000,  in  order  to  have  brought  their 
army  to  its  former  fhndard  of  32,000  men  ;  and  both  thefe. 
reductions  have  been  put  off,  merely  on  account  of  the  prefent 
war;  fo  that,  to  fpeak  properly,  they  have  put  themfelves  tq 
the  expence  of  maintaining  20,000  men  ever  fmce  the  war  be- 
gan ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  if  they  made  no 
addition  to  their  fleet,  efpecially  if  we  confider  that  they  are 
in  no  danger  of  being  attacked  by  fea;  and  the  bad  condition 
their  navy  happens  to  be  in  at  prefent,  which  is  occauoned  by 
the  vaft  expence  they  were  put  to  during  the  war,  in  which 
they  were  obliged  to  maintain  a  much  greater  number  of  land 
forces  than  we  maintained,  and  were  farther  obliged  to  be  at 
the  expence  of  all  the  fieges  that  were  undertaken  during  the 
•yvar. 

The  Dutch,  'tis  true,  Sir,  concluded  a  treaty  of  neutrality 
with  France,  with  regard  to  the  Auftrian  Netherlands;  but  it 
is  not  from  thence  to  be  concluded,  that  they  are  engaged  in 
any  interefl  feparate  from  us.  They  were  no  way  concerned 
in  the  affair  of  Poland,  no  more  than  we;  if  their  barrier  was 
fecured,  and  the  balance  of  power  not  brought  in  any  danger, 
they  had  good  reafon  to  think  themfelves  no  way  concerned  in 
the  war;  the  firft  they  provided  for  by  their  neutrality,  and 
the  laft  would  be  in  no  danger,  as  long  as  the  parties  engaged 
m  war  confined  their  views  to  what  they  then  publicly  de- 
clared; but  if  either  of  them  fhould  begin  to  extend  their 
views,  and  thereby  bring  the  balance  of  power  into  danger,  the 

Dutch 
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Dutch  would  be  then  at  liberty,  and  would  certainly  do  \vhit 
was  incumbent  upon  them  in  fuch  a  conjuncture;  and  till  that 
conjuncture  happens,  we  can  have  no  more  concern  in  the  war 
than  they  :  nay  farther,  in  the  concluding  of  that  treaty  of 
neutrality,  fo  careful  were  the  Dutch  to  preferve  to  thtmfclves 
a  liberty  of  doing  afterwards  what  they  fhould  find  proper, 
that,  by  an  exprefs  provifion  of  the  treaty,  they  have  relent  J 
to  themfelves  a  power  of  fending  the  flipulated  fuccours  to  the 
Emperor,  in  cafe  they  fliould  find  it  neceflary  fo  to  do. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  appears  that  the  Dutch  are  fo  far  from  having 
fallen  into  meafures  feparate  from  us,  that  they  have  continued 
a  heavy  charge  upon  themfelves,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  join 
with  us  in  any  meafure  that  may  hereafter  appear  neceflary  for 
preferving  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe ;  and  for  that  reafon, 
as  well  as  a  great  many  others,  I  think  it  is  incumbent  upon  us 
to  put  ourfelves  in  fuch  a  condition  as  may  enable  us  to  a£t 
that  part  which  Great  Britain  ought  to  undertake,  in  the  glo- 
rious caufe  of  preferving  and  fecuring  the  liberty  of  Europe. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  Feb.  7,  1735. 

Prudence  and  pufillaniuiity,  Sir,  are  two  words,  which  are 
eafily  underilood  in  private  life ;  but  in  public  and  in  national 
affairs,  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  form  proper  ideas  for  tbofe  two 
words,  and  to  determine  the  exacl  boundaries  between  them. 
If  a  private  man  fliould  think  his  honour  injured,  he  may,  he 
ought,  to  refent  it  immediately,  becaufe,  as  he  has  nothing  but 
his  own  life  to  lofe,  his  own  opinion  is  a  good  and  fufficirnt 
reafon  for  putting  it  to  the  venture  :  but  in  national  quarrels 
the  lives  of  many  thoufands  are  concerned;  and  thofe  who  are 
to  deliberate  and  determine  in  what  manner,  or  how  foon,  an 
injury  ought  to  be  relented,  are  generally  thofe  whofe  lives,  m 
cafe  of  a  rupture,  will  be  the  laft  of  being  brought  into  danger. 
For  this  reafon  they  ought  not  to  depend  fo  much  on  their, 
own  opinion,  nor  ought  they  to  infift  upon  fuch  punctilios  as 
may  be  infilled  on  in  private  life.  Thsy  ought  to  confider 
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the  circumstances  of  both  nations,  and  they  ought  to  weigh 
thoroughly  the  probable  confequences ;  for  it  may  fometimes 
be  the  intereft  of  a  nation  to  pocket  an  affront,  or  at  leaft  to 
defer  their  refentment  till  they  find  a  more  proper  opportunity 
for  taking  vengeance. 

Sir  Robert  PValpok,  Jan.  28,  1738. 

It  is  very  eafy  to  talk  big,  either  within  doors  or  without; 
and  confidering  the  fpirit  of  refentment  that  has  been  induf- 
triouily  ftirred  up  in  the  nation,  I  know  it  would  be  mighty 
popular  in  us  to  come  to  vigorous  refolutions  immediately, 
but  I  do  not  know  if  it  would  be  mighty  wife.  I  am  fure  it 
^ould  not  be  wife,  as  long  as  there  are  any  hopes  of  obtaining 
redrefs  by  peaceable  means  ;  and  even  when  we  are  come  to  an 
end  of  all  our  hopes  in  this  way,  we  ought  not  to  begin  to 
talk  till  we  are  ready  to  act.  In  this  we  ought  to  follow  the 
example  of  that  fort  of  animal  which  is  peculiar  to  this  ifland, 
and  therefore  I  am  not  afhamed  to  recommend  its  example  to 
my  countrymen  :  I  mean  our  brave  Englifh  bull  dog,  who  al- 
ways feizes  upon  his  enemy  at  once,  and  without  making 
the  leaft  noife  before  hand.  Threatening  fpeeches,  or  even 
threatening  refolutions,  are  but  words.  They  are  vox  &  pra- 
icrea  nthll\  and  therefore  the  lefs  they  are  made  ufe  of  the  bet- 
ter :  but  if  any  fuch  are  ever  made  ufe  of,  they  ought  to  be 
inflantly  followed  with  fuitable  actions;  for  if  they  are  not, 
thofe  who  have  injured  us  will  defpife  our  menaces,  and  the 
whole  world  will  laugh  at  our  folly. 

Horace  Walpole,  £/j.  Jan.  2,8,  1738. 

I  rmift  fay,  that  whatever  the  prefent  character  of  the  na- 
tion may  be,  I  think  we  ought  to  do  nothing  rafhly,  either  for 
preferving  or  recovering  it.  A  man  of  real  courage  and  good 
fenfe  is  never  jealous  of  his  character,  and  therefore  is  not  fo 
apt  to  take  things  amifs,  or  fo  hafty  in  referring  affronts,  as 
one  who  has  only  a  brutiih  temerity,  or  a  falfe  and  affected 

courage ; 
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courage;  befides,  whatever  may  be  our  cafe   at  prefent,  we 
Ought  not  to  fhow  our  teeth  till  we  can  bite. 

No  nation  in  the  world,  I  believe,  ever  declared  war  till  they 
were  ready  to  enter  upon  a<5lion ;  and  as  we  at  prefent  have 
neither  a  fleet  nor  an  army  ready  fufficient  for  attacking  fuch 
a  powerful  nation  as  Spain,  I  think  we  ought  not  as  yet  to  do 
any  thing  that  may  look  like  a  declaration  of  war,  or  even  like 
a  refolution  to  declare  war. 

Sir  Charles  Wager,  Jon.  28,  1738. 

In  public  life,  as  well  as  in  private,  there  are  fome  affronts 
that  cannot  by  the  cuftom  of  nations  admit  of  a  peaceful  ac- 
commodation, or  of  any  negociation  for  that  purpofe.  If  a 
gentleman  mould  be  caned  in  the  open  ftreet,  and  mould,  in- 
ftead  of  making  a  proper  return,  fend  a  clergyman  next  morn- 
ing to  the  aggreflbr,  to  beg  that  the  affair  might  be  made  up  in 
an  amicable  way,  the  opprefTor  might,  perhaps,  look  upon  his 
patient  as  a  good  Chriftian,  but  I  am  fure  he  would  not  look 
upon  him  as  a  gentleman,  or  a  man  of  courage  ;  and  therefore 
he  would  probably  offer  no  other  fatisfaftion,  but  fuch  a  one 
as  no  man  of  honour  could  accept  of,  or,  perhaps,  and  mod 
probably  too,  he  would  bully  and  fay,  the  fellow  deferred 
what  he  met  with.  A  man  of  true  honour,  upon  meeting 
with  fuch  an  affront,  would  immediately  t.ike  his  own  fatis- 
faction,  and  that,  too,  with  the  very  firft  opportunity. 

In  public  life  and  in  national  affairs  the  cafe  is  the  fame. 
There  are  fome  affronts  that  may  be  put  by  one  nation  upon 
another,  which  ought  to  be  immediately  refented  in  a  hoftile 
manner.  All  attacks  or  infults  ought  to  be  refented  in  fuch  a 
manner,  when  it  appears  evident  that  it  was  done  by  public 
authority.  When  an  infult  \s  committed  by  the  fubje&s  of 
any  nation,  without  an  apparent  commiflion,  or  other  autho- 
rity under  Government,  the  injured  nation  may  fend  Ambaf- 
fadors  to  demand  fatisfa&ion ;  and  ought  not  to  refent  the  in- 
jury in  a  hoftile  manner  till  the  other  nation  has  made  the  aft 

its 


332  BEAUTIES    OF     THE 

its  own,  or  has  taken  the  guilt  upon  itfelf,  by  denying  or  un» 
reafonably  delaying  to  punifli  or  give  up  the  offenders.  But 
when  the  infult  or  attack  appears,  from  the  very  nature  of 
it,  to  have  been  committed  by  public  authority,  fatisfa&ion 
ought  not  to  be  fued  for  by  AmbafTadors  ;  it  ought  to  be  im- 
mediately taken  by  fleets  and  armies,  properly  inftru&ed  for 
that  purpofe. 

Sir  IV.  TVyndhani)  March  30,    1738. 

My  Lords,  as  the  motion  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to 
make  is  pretty  long,  I  cannot  pretend  to  remember  exactly  the 
words  ;  and  as,  upon  hearing  it  read,  I  obferved  fome  words 
which  to  me  feemed  not  quite  fo  right,  I  muft  deflre  the  favour 
to  have  the  motion  in  my  hand.  [The  motion  being  deli- 
vered to  him,  after  perufing  it,  he  went  on  thus :]  My  Lords* 
as  this  is  one  of  the  greater},  one  of  the  moft  important  con- 
junctures that  ever  happened  to  this  nation,  I  defire  and  wifh 
as  heartily  as  the  noble  Lord  who  made  you  this  motion,  or 
any  Lord  can  do,  that  we  may  be  unanimous  in  the  refolution 
we  come  to  upon  this  occafion.  The  greateft  part  of  the  no- 
ble Lord's  motion  I  highly  approve  of.  There  are  only  a  few 
words  towards  the  latter  end  which  I  think  ought  to  have 
been  left  out ;  and  as  they  are,  in  my  opinion,  quite  unnecef- 
fary,  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will,  for  the  fake  of  that  unani- 
mity he  fo  much  defires,  agree  to  leave  them  out  of  his  motion. 
The  words  I  mean  are,  "  that  it  gives  us  inexpreflible  con- 
cern," with  the  following,  which  make  the  laft  paragraph  but 
one  of  the  noble  Lord's  motion.  Thefe  words,  I  humbly 
think,  my  Lords,  are  quite  unneceflary ;  and,  as  they  may 
give  offence  to  forne  Lords,  and  may  occafion  an  oppofition  to 
a  refolution,  which  would  otherwife  be  unanimoufly  agreed  to, 
I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will  not  infill  upon  their  Handing  a  part 
of  his  motion.  But  I  offer  this  as  my  opinion  only.  I  do  not 
make  it  my  motion,  becaufe  I  am  refolved  to  wait  till  I  hear 
what  may  be  faid  by  other  Lords  upon  this  head. 

My 
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My  Lords,  we  have  now  weathered  the  point  of  negocia- 
tion,  and  are  fairly  launched  out  in  the  open  fea  of  a  declared 
war  :  God  grant  we  may  meet  with  a  profperous  gale  !  We 
have  human  probability  on  our  fide,  and  as  we  have  juftice 
fikewife  on  our  fide,  we  have  reafon  to  expect  the  favour  of 
Providence  ;  therefore  I  have  no  doubt  of  a  fuccefsful  voyage, 
if  we  take  care  to  put  ourfelves  under  the  direction  of  good  pi- 
lots. Minifters  and  negociators  will  not,  I  hope,  I  am  fure 
they  ought  not,  now  be  our  advifers.  We  have  good  Ge- 
nerals ;  we  have  brave  and  experienced  Admirals :  we  muft 
now  chufe  them  for  our  pilots ;  we  muft  take  their  advice ; 
and,  if  their  advice  be  taken,  and  vigorously  purfued,  I  mail 
not  hereafter  find  fault  with  events,  on  account  of  any  crofs 
accidents  we  may  meet  with  in  the  profecution  of  the  war. 
Providence  can  only  direct  events :  but  men  can  plan ;  and  if 
the  plan  be  good,  if  the  fcheme  be  well  laid,  no  man  ought  to 
find  fault  with  the  event.  But,  if  the  forming  of  our  fcheines 
for  the  profecution  of  the  war  be  left  to  ignorant  and  pufilla- 
nimous  counfellors,  we  cannot  expect  they  mould  be  right; 
and  a  wrong  fcheme  may  be  found  fault  with,  even  though 
the  event  fhould,  by  an  extraordinary  interpofitron  of  Provi- 
dence, prove  fuccefsful. 

In  the  profecution  of  the  prefent  war,  I  hope  every  man 
will,  in  his  proper  fphere,  contribute  as  much  as  he  can  to- 
wards the  fuccefs  of  his  country.  My  Lords,  I  am  perfuaded 
every  man  will ;  becaufe  no  war  was  ever  entered  into  with 
greater  unanimity  amongft  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men.  We. 
cannot,  therefore,  juftly  fay  any  thing,  upon  this  occafion, 
of  animofities  and  divifions.  If  there  were  ever  any  animofi- 
ties  or  divifions  amongft  us,  they  were  occafvoned  by  our 
tamely  fubmitting  to  fo  many  foreign  infults.  Thefe  His 
Majefty's  declaration  of  war  has  put  an  end  to,  and  nothing 
can  revive  them  but  a  flacknefs  in  the  profecution.  For  this 
reafon  I  wifli  they  had  not  been  mentioned  upon  this  occafion. 
J  am  afraid  it  is  ominous.  It  looks  as  if  fome  people  were  fuf- 

picious 
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picious  that  the  war  will  not  be  pufhed  in  fuch  a  vigorous 
manner  as  a  people  greatly  injured,  andjuftly  enraged,  may 
have  reafon  to  expedr..  If  this  be  the  cafe,  they  have  good 
reafon  to  warn  us  againft  animofitics  and  divisions ;  but  their 
warnings  will  be  in  vain.  Our  former  divifions  will  revive, 
and  our  animofities  may  increafe  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  endan- 
ger the  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  unlefs  they  be  appeafed  by  a 
facrince  of  thofc  who  were  the  caufe  of  their  being  revived. 

For  this  reafon,  I  fay,  my  Lords,  I  wifli  I  had  heard  no- 
thing of  animofities  and  divifions  upon  this  occafion,  and  I  am 
furprifed  how  any  fuch  thing  could  creep  into  His  Majefty's 
fpeech.  In  a  free  country,  fuch  as  this,  Lords  or  Gentlemen 
may  differ  in  their  opinions  about  public  meafures ;  and,  as  the 
intereft  of  their  counti  y  is  concerned,  they  may,  they  ought 
to  fupport  their  opinions  with  fervency  and  zeal:  but  that 
difference  in  opinion  is  not  to  be  called  a  divifion ;  nor  is  that 
fervency  to  be  called  animofity.  Something  of  our  divifions 
and  animofities  was,  I  remember,  mentioned  in  a  piece  that 
was  handed  about  as  the  manifefto  of  Spain.  This  I  was  no 
way  furprifed  at;  becaufe  in  Spain  they  can  have  no  difference 
in  opinion  about  public  meafures ;  at  leaft,  if  they  have,  they 
dare  as  little  declare  it,  as  they  dare  declare  their  difference  of 
opinion  about  matters  of  faith  or  religion;  therefore  they 
might,  probably,  miftake  the  one  for  the  other,  by  fuppofmg 
that  to  be  a  divifion  amongft  us,  which  was  really  nothing  but 
a  difference  in  opinion.  But  I  hope  His  Majefty's  Minifters 
nre  better  acquainted  with  the  conflitution  of  their  country, 
than  to  fall  into  any  fuch  miftake ;  and  they  fhould  particu- 
larly upon  this  occafion  have  avoided  faying  any  thing  about 
divifions  or  animofities,  becaufe  it  will  confirm  the  Spaniards 
in  the  miftake  they  are  in,  and  may,  as  the  noble  Lord  appre- 
hends, encourage  them  to  continue  the  war,  in  hopes  that 
they  may  be  able  to  reap.fome  advantage  from  our  divifions. 

From  hence  your  Lordmips  mutt  fee,  that  no  fuch  thing 
ought  to  have  been  mentioned  in  His  Majefty's  fpeech  from 

the 
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the  throne,  and  much  lefs,  I  am  fure,  ought  it  to  be  men- 
tioned in  our  addrefs.  If  His  Majefty's  Minifters  have  fallen 
into  a  miftake,  and  a  miftake,  too,  that  may  be  attended  with 
fuch  a  bad  confequence  as  that  of  prolonging  the  war,  fliall 
we,  in  our  addrefs,  out  of  pure  complaifance,  echo  that  mif- 
take  back  to  the  throne,  and  thereby  render  infallible  the  bad 
confequence  which  we  might  otherwife  have  prevented  ?  Shall 
we,  my  Lords,  be  fo  uncharitable  as  to  think,  and  much  lefs 
to  fay,  that  all  th©fe  who  differ  from  us  in  opinion  about  pub- 
lic meafures,  are  promoters  of  divisions,  and  fomenters  of  heats 
and  animofities  ?  It  is  impoflible  that  any  Lord  fliould  expect 
an  unanimous  concurrence  in  fuch  expreflions.  They  are  ex"- 
prefiions  that  can  be  properly  made  ufe  of  by  none  but  the  ar- 
bitrary Minifters  of  an  abfolute  Monarch,  and  therefore  I  was 
not  a  little  furprifed  at  feeing  any  thing  like  them  in  His  Ma- 
jefty's fpeech  from  the  throne;  but  I  was  much  more  furprifed 
to  find  the  obftinacy  of  the  Spaniards  imputed  to  the  heats  and 
animofities  that  have  been  fomented  amongft  us.  It  is  a 
maxim  of  this  Houfe,  to  look  upon  His  Majefty's  fpeech  from 
the  throne  as  the  fpeech  of  his  Minifters ;  and  nothing  can 
contribute  more  to  (hew  the  juftnefs  of  this  maxim,  than  that 
of  imputing  the  obftinacy  of  the  Spaniards  to  any  heats  or 
animofities  that  have  been  fomented  amongft  us. 

Almoft  every  man  in  the  nation,  I  believe,  is  now  Con- 
vinced, at  leaft,  every  man  that  thinks  at  all  about  public  af- 
fairs muft  be  convinced,  that  the  ftrange  obftinacy  of  the  Spa- 
niards has  all  along  proceeded  from  the  paflivity  of  our  Minif- 
ters. We  fubmitted  tamely  to  the  firft  infult  they  put  upon  us ; 
that  encouraged  them  to  put  a  fecond  :  we  bore  the  lecond 
•with  patience;  that  encouraged  them  to  put  a  third  :  upon  the 
third,  we  modeftly  complained,  and  humbly  prayed  to  nego- 
tiate; that  encouraged  them  to  put  a  fourth:  and  thus  we 
continued  fubmitting  and  negcciating,  and  they  continued 
plundering  and  infuking,  till  at  laft,  I  really  believe,  they 
began  to  think  that  no  fort  of  treatment  could  provoke  us  to 

com- 
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commence  hoftilities,  or  declare  war  againft  them.  Thus,  by 
the  tame  and  fubmiflive  temper  of  our  Minifters,  the  Spa- 
niards have  been  encouraged  to  hold  out  fuch  a  conduct  to- 
wards us,  as  to  make  it  neceflary  even  for  our  Minifters  to 
have  recourfe  to  arms  ;  and  now  thofe  very  Minifters,  in  or- 
der to  remove  the  load  off  their  own  ftioulders,  come  and  tell 
us,  that  thofe  who  complained  of  their  fubmiffive  conduct, 
and  often  told  them  what  it  would  end  in,  were  fomenters  of 
heats  and  animofities;  and  that  thofe  heats  and  animosities 
were  the  chief  caufe  of  that  obftinacy  which  Spain  had  {hewed 
in  her  conduct  towards  us. 

I  fhall  readily  grant,  my  Lords,  that  thejuft  complaints  of 
our  plundered  merchants,  and  the  regard  iliewn  to  thofe  com- 
plaints by  the  whole  nation,  excepting  a  very  few  perfons, 
were  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  war,  becaufe  they  forced  our 
Minifters  to  alter  their  conduct  :  but,  I  hope,  neither  the 
complaints  of  the  merchants,  nor  the  regard  ihewn  to  them 
by  the  people,  are  to  be  called  heats  and  animofities  ;  and  call 
them  by  what  names  you  will,  they  were  not  the  caufe,  but 
the  effect  of  that  obftinacy  in  Spain,  in  the  tamenefs  of  which 
alone  we  are  to  feek  for  the  original  caufe  of  the  prefent  war  '• 
for  if  our  Minifters  had  refented  as  they  ought  the  firft  injury 
done  to  our  merchants  by  the  Spaniards,  it  would  have  pre- 
vented a  fecond ;  and,  for  the  firft,  we  might  by  reprifals,  if 
not  by  fair  means,  have  obtained  re'drefs,  without  coming  to 
an  open  rupture;  or  if  we  had  then  come  to  an  open  rupture, 
we  fhould  have  prevented  a  very  great  prejudice  the  nation 
has  fuftered  by  an  interruption  of  its  trade,  and  many  confi- 
derable  lofies  our  merchants  have  fuftained  by  the  plundering 
and  ieizing  their  fliips  ;  and  I  believe  no  man  will  fay,  we  had 
not  then  as  favourable  an  opportunity  for  engaging  in  a  war 
again  ft  Spain  as  we  have  at  prefent. 

Having  thus,  my  Lords,  fhewn  what  it  really  was  that  en- 
couraged the  Spaniards  to  provoke  us  to  war,  1  muft  obfervc, 
that  if  they  ftill  continue  obftinate,  it  will,  I  believe,  be  ow- 
3  '  ing 
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ing  to  the  fame  caufe.  They  are  fenfible  of  the  fuperiority  of 
our  naval  force,  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  enables  us  to 
hurt  them  in  the  moft  fenfible  part,  may  prevent  their  being 
able  to  hurt  us  in  any ;  and  they  can  have  no  hopes  to  reap  any 
advantage  from  thofe  divifions  0nd  animofities,  which,  if  there 
were  any  amongft  us,  His  Majefty  has  put  a  final  end  to  by 
declaring  war  againft  them. 

Lord  Carteret,  Nov.  15,   1739. 


W  I  T. 


J.  HE  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  (Mr.  Will. 
Pulteney)  ended  his  fpeech  with  faying,  that  he  would  not 
willingly  caft  the  firft  ftone ;  but  it  feems  he  had  then  forgot 
what  he  had  faid  but  a  very  little  before ;  by  which,  if  he  did 
not  fling  a  ftone,  he,  at  leaft,  in  my  opinion,  threw  a  very 
great  pebble  at  the  whole  Houfe.  After  having  told  us,  that 
it  was  allowable  to  fay  any  thing  againft  what  was  done  by 
the  majority  of  this  Houfe,  he  faid,  "  That  there  were,  not- 
withftanding,  fome  methods  of  fpeaking,  which  were  not 
againft  order,  and  by  which  gentlemen  might  be  made  to  feel, 
that  an  anfwer  might  be  given  to  what  the  majority  had 
thought  unanfwerable."  Then  he  talked  of  fcandalous  things 
having  been  done  in  former  Parliaments  by  a  corrupt  majority. 
Now,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  how  this  Houfe  can  feel  any 
thing  that  is  faid  of  former  Parliaments,  unlefs  it  be  meant, 
that  the  prefent  Parliament  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  for- 
VOL.  II.  Z  mer 
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mer  Parliaments  talked  of.  This,  Sir,  as  I  have  faid,  feems 
to  be  a  very  great  pebble  thrown  at  the  whole  Houfe  ;  beildes 
the  dirt  he  had  before  flung  at  the  fuppofed  author  of  a  pam- 
phlet juft  publifhed,  whom  he  took  care  to  defcribe  fo  parti- 
cularly, that  I  believe  every  gentleman  thinks  the  author,  or, 
at  leaft,  the  fuppofed  author  of  that  pamphlet,  is  now  fpeaking 
to  you  :  but  I  can  freely  declare,  that  I  am  not  the  author  of 
it  ;  I  have,  indeed,  read  it  ;  and  I  believe  the  greateft  quarrel 
that  gentleman  and  his  friends  have  with  it,  is,  that  they  do 
not  know  how  to  anfwer  it. 

Aft:  Horatio  Watyoley  Jan.  23, 


Thofe  who  call  them  felves  Whigs,  are,  indeed,  the  only 
perlbns  who  can  with  any  confidence  argue  againit  a  Handing 
army  ;  for  if  any  noted  Tory,  or  fufpected  Jacobite,  fhould 
argue  againft  our  keeping  up  a  few  regular  troops  by  autho- 
rity of  Parliament,  it  would  be  eafy  to  anfwer  him.  Every 
man  would  compare  him  to  the  fat  man,  who  muttered  and 
complained  againft  the  crowd,  which  he  himfelf  was  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  of. 

Sir  J.  Sanderfon,  Jan.  28,    1738. 

The  feceffion,  as  it  is  called,  which  happened  upon  a-  very 
remarkable  occafion  laft  femon,  is  a  point  that  cannot  be  rea- 
foncd  upon  here,  and  therefore  I  mall  make  no  application  of 
what  I  am  going  to  fay.  I  have  heard,  Sir,  of  phyilcians 
taking  their  leave  of  a  fick  houfe,  when  they  thought  they 
could  do  no  good  there,  and  were  not  over-fpeedy  of  fees  ;  for 
forne  are  fo  keen  after  fees,  that  they  would  flay  and  prefcribe 
to  a  dead  body  :  but  I  have  heard  of  others,  of  a  more  generous 
character,  refuting  to  continue  their  attendance,  when  they 
feared  it  was  of  no  benefit,  and  yet  returning  again  upon  being 
called  to  a  new  confultation,  when  better  jfymptoms  appeared, 

and 
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and  greater  hopes  of  a  recovery,  to  otter,  at  leaft,  the  proper 
remedy,  whether  it  fhould  be  taken  or  not. 

George  Lyttelton,  Ef$.  Dec.  18,   1739, 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  (Sir  Robert  Wai- 
pole)  has  told  us,  that  queftions  in  politics  admit  of  w  demon- 
Jlration.  In  this  I  am  entirely  of  his  opinion ;  and,  I  think, 
this  opinion  was  never  more  ftrongly  confirmed  than  by  the 
debate  of  this  day.  There  never  was  a  queftion  in  this  Houfe 
that  could  be  brought  nearer  to  a  demonstration  than  the  quei- 
tion  now  before  us ;  and  yet,  I  find,  it  is  not  pofllble  to  con- 
vince thofe  that  may  be  affected  by  its  being  agreed  to.  It  ha? 
hitherto  been  reckoned  a  maxim  in  law,  which  I  never  before 
heard  difputed,  that  parties  ought  not  to  be  judges :  but  now 
I  find  this  maxim  defied  ;  and,  indeed,  it  mud  be  fo,  by  every 
gentleman  that  fays  our  conftitution  can  never  fuffer  by  a  ma- 
jority of  placemen  in  this  Houfe:  for  that  placemen  and  offi- 
cers of  all  kinds  muft  be  parties  concerned  in  many  cafes 
which  we,  as  Members  of  this  Houfe,  muft  judge  of,  is  fo 
clear,  that  I  fhould  have  been  aftiamed  to  have  given  you  the 
trouble  of  proving  it,  if  1  had  not  heard  the  motion  now  before 
you  fo  warmly  oppofed. 

Sir  IV.  ff'yndkam,  Dec.  1 8,   1739. 

In  King  William's  time,  there  was  a  famous  Member  of 
this  Houfe,  whom  you  have  all  heard  of,  John  How  by  name, 
who  having  been  refufed  fomething  which  he  had  not,  or,  at 
leaft,  which  that  wife  Prince  thought  he  had  not  any  title  to 
afk,  took  it  into  his  head  to  fet  up  for  a  patriot,  and  to  become 
a  violent  oppofer  of  the  Adminiftration.  From  that  time  th;s 
gentleman's  continual  cry  was,  "  Our  liberties  are  in  danger  ! 
our  conftitution  is  to  be  overturned  !"  and  with  fuch  exclama- 
tions he  was  always  endeavouring,  by  his  pretended  fears,  to 
raife  apprehenfions  in  the  minds  of  fome  of  the  weak  men  in 
that  age.  Argument  fignified  nothing ;  he  ftill  went  on  harp- 
Z  2  ing 
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ing  upon  the  fame  firing  :  but  at  laft  he  was  filenced  by  a  ftory 
told  the  Houfe  by  Sir  Thomas  Ly  ttelton,  which  was  thus  — 
"  A  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,"  fays  Sir  Thomas,  "  was 
lately  travelling  in  a  coach  with  two  ladies  who  were  fitters : 
one  fat  very  quiet,  and  without  being  in  the  leaft  difturbed, 
but  the  other  was  upon  every  little  jolt  in  a  fright,  and  always 
crying  out,  '  O  Lord,  Sir,  we  mall  be  overturned  !  For  God's 
fake,  tell  the  coachman  to  drive  foftly  !'  l  What's  the  matter, 
Madam  ?'  fays  the  gentleman  —  *  why  are  you  in  fuch  a 
fright  ?  We  have  a  fine  eafy  coach,  a  plain  good  road,  and  a 
careful,  cautious  coachman  :  there  is  not  the  leaft  danger.'  — 
But  all  fjgnified  nothing  —  the  lady  continued  as  before.  At 
laft  the  gentleman  afks  the  lady,  «  What  ails  your  fifter,  Ma- 
dam ?  Is  me  ufually  of  fuch  a  fearful  temper  ?' —  To  which 
the  other  anfwered,  {  Do  not  mind  her,  Sir.  My  fifter  is 
really  in  no  fright  ;  only  fhe  thinks  fhe  has  a  very  pretty 
voice,  and  therefore  takes  great  delight  in  hearing  herfelf 
fpeak.' " 

This  ftory,  Sir,  put  the  zealous  patriot  fo  much  out  of 
countenance,  that  he  became  quite  filent,  fo  that  the  Houfe 
for  fome  days  heard  no  more  of  the  danger  of  our  liberties ; 
and  I  hope  it  will  now  have  the  fame  effect  as  it  had  at  that 
time :  for  during  his  prefent  Majefty's  reign,  I  am  fure  we 
fliall  have  no  occafion  for  being  put  in  mind  of  our  liberties, 
or  for  being  warned  of  their  being  expofed  to  danger ;  and  if 
ever  they  mould,  in  any  future  reign,  I  hope  this  Houfe  will 
ftand  in  need  of  no  Common-cryer  to  put  them  in  mind  of 
their  duty. 

Hon.  Horatio  JValpole,  May  4,   1749. 

I  rife  up  to  thank  the  noble  Lord  in  office  (Lord  North) 
for  his  extreme  bounty  in  affuring  us,  that  no  hoftile  inten- 
tions are  defigned  againft  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  that 
he  wimes  to  make  it  a  great  and  glorious  Company  (for  thofe 
are  kis  pompous  expreffions)  and  put  it  upon  a  permanent 

footing. 
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looting.  Three  Kings  have  entered  an  unfortunate  kingdom 
with  fire  and  f\vord,  in  order,  I  prefume,  to  make  it  alfo  a 
great  and  glorious  kingdom,  and  fccure  to  it  its  liberties  and 
laws.  They  have  pub]  idled  a  manifefto  to  that  purpofe, 
which  the  noble  Lord  has,  perhaps,  juft  received  ;  and  he  gives 
it  you  to-day,  left  it  might  be  Hale  to-morrow.  But  let  us 
examine  into  this  extraordinary  matter.  Here  is  a  Committee 
appointed  laft  year,  a  fair  and  open  Committee,  which  have 
produced  nothing.  This  was  the  lawful  wife  publicly  avowed « 
but  finding  her  barren,  the/  have  taken  a  neat,  little,  fnug 
one,  which  they  call  a  Secret  Committee ;  and  the  refolution 
now  moved  to  reftrain  the  Company  from  fending  out  Super- 
vifors,  is  her  fir/thorn.  Indeed,  from  the  fmgular  expedition 
of  this  extraordinary  delivery,  I  am  to  think  (he  was  pregnant 
before  wedlock.  Yet,  after  all,  what  is  the  Report  but  a  di- 
rect invafion  of  the  Company's  charter  ?  It  is,  Sir,  a  bill  to 
fufpend  a  law  of  the  land  ;  it  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  ;  and  we 
are,  after  diftreffing  the  Company,  about  to  rob  them  of  their 
charter,  and  overthrow  their  conftitution.  The  noble  Lord 
does  well  in  faying,  that  he  means  to  preferve  the  Company 
from  ruin;  but  he  fnould  previoufly  have  told  you,  that  their 
ruin  was  the  immediate  confequence  of  his  blunders.  In 
the  year  1767,  Adminiflration  plundered  the  Company  of 
400,000!. ;  and  this  I  aflert  to  have  occafloned  this  diftrefs.  If 
we  fuffer  this  bill  to  pafs,  we  {hall,  in  fac"r,  become  the  Eaft- 
India  Company,  and  you,  Sir,  will  be  feated  in  that  chair, 
with  a  little  hammer,  by  an  inch  of  candle.  The  Treafury- 
bench  will  be  the  buyers,  and  on  this  fide  we  fhall  be  the 
fellers.  The  Senate  will  become  an  auction  room,  and  the 
Speaker  an  auctioneer!  —  Shame  upon  fuch  proceedings!  — 
Here  is  an  end  to  confidence  and  public  faith. — Public  faith  ! 
alas  !  that  has  long  been  given  up;  that  has  not  been  attended 
to  for  many  years.  However,  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  more  fubftantial  reafons  than  have  yet  appeared 
for  invading  the  charter  of  that  Company. 

Mr.  Burke,  Dec.  7,  1772. 
Z  3  In 
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In  one  particular  refpecYmg  the  Dictator  of  ancient  times,  I 
beg  to  fet  right  a  very  high  law  officer  (Mr.  Thurlow)  among 
us.  All  the  Roman  magistrates  were  not,  as  he  fays,  fuper- 
feded  by  that  creation;  for  the  Tribunes  of  the  People, 
preferved  their  authority  even  under  a  Dictator. 

It  has  been  faid,  Sir,  by  another  gentleman,  who  is  like- 
v/ife  in  a  great  law  office,  (Mr.  Wedderburne)  that  in  this 
Houfe  a  difcontented  party  had  ridiculoufly  given  into  atone 
of  prophefy,  which  has  never  been  accomplifhed,  and  that 
about  a  year  ago  it  was  the  cafe  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  lately  under  the  gallery.  It  is  not,  I  be- 
lieve, very  parliamentary  to  quote  words  fpoken  in  a  former 
debate  :  but  if  the  learned  gentleman's  memory  goes  to  a  pro- 
phefy of  one  year,  which  has  not  been  fulfilled,  he  will  permit 
me  a  fair  excurfion  to  another  prophefy  of  that  very  Mem- 
ber's, fix  years  ago,  which  has  been  exactly  verified.  His 
prophefy  in  this  Houfe  was,  that  if  the  fame  violent  meafures 
.-igiinrt  the  Americans  were  perfifted  in,  the  Colonies,  which 
tbrmed  (b  great  a  flrength  to  this  kingdom  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  Second,  would  be  diilevered  from  the  Britifh  em- 
pire in.  the  reign  of  George  the  Third.  No  prophecy,  Sir, 
fiver  received  a  more  perfect:  accomplifhment.  He  wonder- 
fully pofleffes  the  fecond  fight  of  his  native  country.  How 
tlr.eply  criminal  he  and  others  have  been  in  bringing  the  pro- 
.phecy  to  pafs,  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  one  day  inquire.  A 
.very  extraordinary  obfervation  of  the  fame  gentleman,  amidft 
a  variety  of  heterogeneous  matter,  it  is  impoflible  for  me  not 
to  mention.  He  has  laughed  at  univerlal  benevolence,  and 
endeavoured  to  demonstrate  the  impoffibiiity  of  its  exiftence. 
But,  Sir,  he  has  only  given  us  the  narrow,  contracted,  felfifh 
ideas  of  his  own  heart,  and  his  own  country.  His  fentiments 
and  his  feelings  are  confined  to  a  very  imaU,  infignificant  cir- 
cle, indeed !  They  are  merely  clanniih  and  Scottish.  His  re- 
marks, I  favv,  excited  a  general  indignation  amongft  us.  An 
Englishman  has  ideas  infinitely  more  liberal  and  enlarged. 

His 
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His  heart  expands  itfelf,  and  takes  in  the  general  good  of  all 
mankind.  I  will  only  add,  Sir,  that  I  think  the  moil  beauti- 
ful fentence  of  all  antiquity  is  that  which  was  received  with 
fuch  applaufe  by  the  generous,  free  Roman  people,  and  an 
Englifh  Senate  I  am  fure  will  adopt,  againft  every  meafure  of 
opprefllon  and  ciuelty,  Homo  Jitm,  humani  nikil  a  me  allenum 
puto. 

Mr.  IKlkcs,  Feb.  17,  1777. 

The  moft  fhort-fighted  of  all  animals  is  undoubtedly  our 
country  gentleman  of  the  true  tory  breed.  He  has  fcarcely 
the  fagacity  of  his  pointer.  Forfherly  he  was  very  ftubborn 
and  reftive,  and  could  not  be  driven  forward  ;  now  he  is  per- 
fectly tame,  fawhs  eh  his  feeder,  and  is  eafily  managed.  Mr. 
Pitt  firft  fei?.ed  him,  and,  after  fofne  little  ftruggling,  plunged 
him  over  head  and  ears  in  the  German  war.  The  noble  Lord 
(Lord  North)  has  gone  farther,  and  tranfported  him,  weary 
and  exhaufted,  beyond  the  Atlantic,  where  he  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue much  longer  than  he  was  in  Germany. 

Not'.  26,  1/78. 


In  anfwer  to  the  charge  of  embezzlement  brought  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  (Temple  Luttrell)  when  I  firft  heard 
it,  I  did  not  know  it  was  laid  at  the  door  of  the  Treafury 
Board  ;  but  though  thofe  who  embezzle  the  public  money 
ought  to  be  feverely  punifhed  at  all  times,  I  am  exceedingly 
happy  to  hear  of  the  embezzlement  in  queftion,  let  who  will 
be  guilty,  becaufe  450,000!.  juft  at  prefent  would  be  very  ufe- 
ful  to  the  public  ;  and  as  the  honourable  gentleman  has  found, 
fo  unexpectedly,  that  fuch  a  fum  has  been  embezzled,  I  doubt 
not  it  will  be  forthcoming;  unfortunately,  however,  for  the 
public,  it  now  appears  that  there  has  been  no  embezzlement  at 
all  :  but  the  honourable  gentleman  difavows  any  intention  of 
clogging  the  wheels  of  Government.  For  my  part  I  have 
never  charged  the  honourable  gentleman  with  any  fuch  defign. 
Z  4  I  com- 


344  BEAUTIES    OF    THE 

I  commend  him  for  the  fpirit  of  inquiry  that  has  actuated 
him  on  the  preient  occafion.  He  is  doing  only  what  he  has 
a  right  to  do ;  and  fo  far  am  I  from  entertaining  the  moft  dif- 
tant  thoughts  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  clogging  the 
wheels  of  Government,  that  I  am  perfuaded  he  no  more  clogs 
them  than  the  fly  in  the  fable,  who,  fettling  on  the  chariot  wheel, 
thought  me  raifed  the  duft  with  which  fhe  was  furrounded; 
whereas,  poor  innocent  thing,  flie  fixed  where  fhe  had  a  right 
to  fix,  and  did  not  in  the  leaft  incommode  either  the  action  of 
the  wheels,  or  the  quiet  of  the  perfon  who  rode  within  fide. 

Lord  North,  Dec.  2,  1778. 

With  regard  to  the  noble  Lord's  apt  fimile,  it  does  him  ho- 
nour. His  Lordfhip  in  this  line  of  debate  is  known  to  be  an 
original.  Whenever  the  noble  Lord  finds  himfelf  clofely 
prefled  in  argument,  or  facSt,  it  is  his  known  practice  to  get  rid 
of  the  queftion  by  a  joke  !  His  manner  is  no  lefs  curious  than 
his  matter;  when  he  was  half  a  ileep,  or  feemingly  quite  afleep, 
he  colle&ed  a  ftore  of  wit  and  humour,  from  /Elop  and  Phae- 
drus,  and  Joe  Miller,  or  fome  other  book  equally  diftinguifhed 
for  fuch  fpecies  of  drollery,  and,  inftead  of  reafoning,  is  fure 
to  treat  the  Houfe  with  a  laugh.  As  to  his  fimile  of  the  fly  on 
the  chariot  wheel,  if  the  noble  Lord  and  his  aflbciates  lived  in 
another  country,  and  had  their  deferts,  they  would  long  fince 
have  been  put  upon  a  proper  wheel,  fuch  a  wheel  as  the  fyftem 
and  principles  of  the  noble  Lord's  government,  among  other 
bleflfmgs  infeperable  from  defpotifm,  tended  to  introduce  into 
Great  Britain;  I  would  therefore  rather  be  the  fly  in  the 
fable,  than  an  object  of  ignominy  and  deteftation  upon  the 
wheel  of  public  vengeance. 

Honourable  Temple  Luttrell,  Dec.  2,  17)8. 

The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Mulgrave)  has  fneered  at  me  from  a 
book,  called  Anticipation,  which  no  one  admires  more  than  I 
do.  I  poffibly  may  not  be  fo  polilhed  as  a  perfon  who  has  failed 

round 
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round  the  world,  and  touched  where  bears  were  the  principal 
inhabitants,  and  whofe  manners  the  circumnavigator  (Lord 
Mulgrave)  feems  to  have  copied  with  great  fuccefs. 

Honourable  Temple  Luttrell,  Dec.  2,  1778. 

The  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Courtenay)  is  acctiftomed 
to  turn  every  thing  into  ridicule,  and  has  introduced  a  ftile  of 
reafoning  every  way  unfuitable  to  the  gravity  and  importance 
of  the  fubjecls  that  come  under  difcuflion.  If  we  cannot  act 
with  dignity,  let  us  at  leaft  debate  with  decency,  I  will  not 
attempt  to  anfwer  the  honourable  gentleman's  arguments,  for 
it  is  iinpomhle  ferioufly  to  reply  to  what,  in  evert  part,  has  an 
infufion  of  ridicule  in  it.  Two  of  the  honourable  gentleman's 
families,  however,  I  muft  take  notice  of:  the  one  is,  his  infmu- 
ation  that  Oppofition  is  envious  of  thofe  who  baik  in  Court 
fun/bins,  and  that  they  defire  merely  to  get  into  their  places. 
I  beg  leave  to  remind  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  though 
the  iun  affords  a  genial  warmth,  it  alfo  occafions  an  intem- 
perate heat  that  taints  and  infects  every  thing  it  reflects  on; 
that  this  exccflive  heat  tends  to  corrupt  as  well  as  to  cherifli, 
to  putrify  as  well  as  to  animate,  to  dry  and  foke  up  the  juices 
of  the  body  politic,  and  turn  the  whole  into  one  mafs  of  cor- 
ruption. If  thofe  therefore  who  fit  near  me  do  not  enjoy  fo 
genial  a  warmth  as  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  thofe  who 
like  him  keep  clofe  to  the  npble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband, 
(Lord  North),  I  am  certain  they  breathe  a  purer  air,  an  air  lefs 
infeSed,  and  lefs  corrupt.  Another  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's allufions  is  not  quite  a  new  one :  he  has  talked  a  great 
deal  of  the  machine  of  State,  and  of  the  drag-chain  of  Oppofi- 
tion.  I  would  only  obferve  upon  this,  that  a  drag-chain  was 
never  applied  but  when  a  machine  is  going  down  HJ1,  and  then 
it  is  applied  wifely.  As  to  any  thing  elfe  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  faid,  I  fliall  not  offer  a  reply,  but  fhall  fit  down 

with 
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\vith  afluring  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  the  mofl  ferlous 
part  of  his  argument  appears  to  me  to  be  the  moft  ludicrous. 
Mr.  Sheridan,  Feb.  26,  1781. 

It  is  a  fixed  principle  in  optics,  that  all  objects  ftrike  the  eye 
of  the  beholder  differently  according  to  the  medium  or  light 
through  which  they  are  viewed.  This  maxim  is  fully  verified 
by  an  experiment  made  in  April  laft,  by  only  moving  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  (Mr.  Fox)  from  the  fide  of  the  Houfe 
on  which  I  now  ftand  to  the  other.  Placed  where  he  now  is, 
he  views  the  bill  in  his  hand  as  calculated  to  "  remedy  all 
thofe  alarming  diforders  which  have  long  prevailed,  and  flill 
continue  in  the  management  of  the  territorial  pofleffions, 
revenues,  and  commerce  of  thefe  kingdoms  in  the  Eaft  In- 
dies," &c. 

But  had  fuch  a  bill  been  brought  in  by  Adminiftration  when 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  fat  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  it  would  have  appeared  to  him  in  very  different  colours 
indeed.  I  doubt  not  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  have  viewed  it  again  and  again  through  two  glafles 
which  he  constantly  carries  about  with  him.  I  mean  his  mag- 
nifying glafs,  and  his  multiplying  glafs. 

In  the  former,  his  magnifying  glafs,  it  would  have  appeared 
big  with  the  moft  alarming  danger  of  increasing  Crown  influ- 
ence., and  of  extending  minifterial  power;  which  things  are 
always  confldered  as  the  buggybops  and  rawhead  and  bloody- 
bones,  with  which  the  right  honourable  Secretary  ufed  to  ter- 
rify his  prefent  caro  fpofa  (Lord  North)  before  thofe  two  per- 
fons  were  joined  together  in  holy  matrimony. 

But  I  mean  not  here  to  fpeak  againft  the  coalition,  or  to 
fay  any  thing  perfonal,  as  I  hope  His  Majefty's  prefent  Mi- 
nifters  will  propofe  fuch  meafures  as  I  Jfhall  be  able  to  coalefce 
with. 

In  the  latter,  his  multiplying  glafs,  all  the  evils  which  the 
bill  now  tended  to  prevent:,  with  20,000  more  of  rapine,  injuf- 

tice. 
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tice,  cruelty,  violation  of  rights  and  charters,  weakening  of 
parliamentary  faith,  &c.  would  all  have  danced  before  his  eyes 
at  once. 

What  is  the  caufe  of  this  difference,  unce  the  man  viewing, 
and  the  object,  viewed,  are  identically  the  lame  ?  It  is  plainly 
owing  to  Ibme  ftrong  rays  of  a  fide  light  that  darts  from  the 
Eiift,  and  perhaps  a  little  horizontally  from  the  North,  upon 
the  pupil  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary's  eye;  fo  that, 
without  having  recourfe  to  the  folutions  of  a  Newton,  a 
Prieftley,  or  a  Franklin,  we  may  affirm,  that  it  is  certainly  that 
fame  North-eaft.  light  which  had  fuch  a  powerful  err  eel  upon 
the  feeing,  or  to  fpeak  more  philofophically,  on  the  vilive  fa- 
culties of  the  right  honourable  Secretary.  But  the  right  ho- 
nourable framer  of  the  bill  is  never  without  either  of  the 
glares  I  have  mentioned ;  though,  as  I  obferved,  things  appear 
very  different  to  him,  according  to  the  medium  through 
which  he  looks,  and  whether  the  particles  of  matter  of  which 
he  is  compofed  are  placed  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe  or  the 
other. 

Seated  on  that  illuftrious  bench,  on  which  the  fun  always 
(nines,  when  he  views  the  bill  through  his  magnifying  glafs,  in 
the  firft  place,  it  much  aggrandizes  himfelf,  and  all  his  influ- 
ence as  a  Minifter  of  State,  infomuch  that  he  looks  as  if  he 
really  could  carry  the  India  Houfe  on  his  back,  as  a  print  juit 
published  humoroufly  reprefents  him  to  be  doing. 

Secondly,  it  aggrandizes  the  feven  Comraimoners,  or  holy 
Emperors,  and  their  eight  afliftant  Directors. 

Thirdly,  it  aggrandizes  needy  adherents,  and  raifes  than 
from  Lilliputians  to  Erobdignagians  and  Patagonians. 

As  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  multiplying  glaf?, 
as  he  at  prefent  holds  it  up  to  look  at  the  bill,  in  the  firft  place, 
it  greatly  multiplies  friends  and  jobbers,  who  will  ftick  to  him 
at  every  pinch — Over  fhoes,  over  boots.  Secondly,  it  multi- 
plies all  his  various  interefls,  all  his  conned  ions,  all  his  power  s, 
not  only  at  home  in  this  country,  but  by  fea  and  land,  and  all 
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over  the  globe.  But  when  I  fay  that  it  multiplies  all  his 
powers,  I  inuft  except  his  intellectual  powers  and  the  powers 
of  his  eloquence,  as  I  really  think  thefe  cannot  be  magnified  or 
multiplied. 

Thirdly,  which  is  by  far  the  heft  of  all  its  multiplying 
powers,  it  multiplies  the  rupees  and  the  guineas,  if  not  to  the 
nation,  yet  to  the  happy  favourites  who  are  to  tafle  the  fvveets 
of  the  bill  for  five  whole  years  to  come. 

And  now  leaving  optics,  I  would  make  an  eafy  tranfition 
(at  leaft  I  would  make  a  tranfition,  whether  an  eafy  one  or 
not,)  from  allegory  to  the  bill  itfelf,  the  particular  parts  and 
claufes  of  which  I  fhall  leave  to  be  difcufled  by  thofe  who  are 
much  more  equal  to  fo  great  a  work  than  I  am. 

I  ihall  therefore  only  obferve,  with  regard  to  the  principle 
and  fpirit  of  the  bill  in  general,  that  they  appear  to  me  fo  ex- 
ceedingly oppofite  to  the  whole  genius  of  the  Conftitution, 
and  to  thofe  benign  laws  by  which  it  is  fupported,  that  the  Di- 
rectors are  hardly  allowed  the  privileges  which  in  courts  of  ju- 
dicature are  granted  to  felons ;  for  in  cafes  of  felony,  feizure 
and  confifcatiori  never  take  place  till  after  conviction;  where- 
as, in  the  prefent  inflance,  the  parties  are  not  even  accufed  o( 
any  fpecific  crime. 

But  fhould  the  bill  pafs  the  Houfe,  (the  Houfe  I  hope  will 
pardon  the  fuppofition,)  it  muft  afford  much  fatisfa£tion  indeed 
to  thofe  who  are  nearly  interefled  in  it,  efpecially  to  the  body 
of  petitioning  Directors,  that  they  have  a  powerful  friend  in 
the  other  Houfe  to  plead  their  caufe,  and  to  fupport  their 
rights ;  I  mean  the  noble  protefting  Duke  at  the  head  of  the 
Treafury  Board,  who,  when  the  Eaft-India  regulating  bill  was 
brought  in,  jufl  ten  years  ago,  (which  bill  did  not  go  near  fo 
far  as  the  prefent,)  teflified  his  hearty  diilent  from  it  in  the  fol- 
lowing ftrong  terms : 

i.  "  Becaufe  it  was  not  only  an  high  and  dangerous  viola- 
tion of  the  yet  unqueflioned  charter  of  the  Company,  but  a  to- 
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tal  fubverfiortofall  the  principles  of  the  law,  and  conftitution 
of  this  country. 

2.  "  Becaufe  trie  election  of  executive  officers  in  Parliament 
is  plainly  unconstitutional,  productive  of  intrigue  and  faction, 
and  calculated  for  extending  a  corrupt  influence  in  the  Crown. 
It  frees  Minifters  from  refponfibility,  whilfl  it  leaves  them  all 
the  effect  of  patronage." 

Thus  protefled  the  noble  Duke ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  he 
will  be  as  (ready  in  his  principles  till  death,  as  the  much-la- 
mented Marquis,  who  joined  with  him  in  the  proteft. 

I  remember  that  the  right  honourable  Secretary  aflerted, 
when  this  bill  was  read  the  firft  time,  that  charges  of  pecula- 
tion were  withheld,  becaufe  money  was  fent  over  to  the  Direc- 
tors, which  flopped  their  mouths,  and  prevented  their  com- 
plaints. I  doubt  not  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
himfelf  felt  what  he  faid,  when  he  aflerted  this,  and  that  the 
fame  right  honourable  gentleman  knows  full  well  that  money 
has,  indeed,  a  wonderful  power  of  flopping  mouths,  and  of 
changing  men's  language,  and  even  their  connections;  yea, 
that  it  outdoes  what  the  poet  faid  of  muflc,  that  it  has 

.  charms  to  footh  the  favage  brcaft, 

To  foften  rocks,  or  bend  the  knotted  oak. 

But  how  far  it  has  been  done  in  the  cafe  before  us,  remains  yet 
to  be  proved. 

Before  I  fit  down  I  muft  obferve,  that  it  ought  to  have  mucli 
weight,  that  the  firft  commercial  city  in  the  world  has  ex- 
preffed  a  difapprobation  of  this  bill,  by  determining  in  Com- 
mon Council  to  petition  the  Houfe  againft  it.  And  I  muft 
add,  that  I  am  happy  to  fee  fo  full  an  attendance  upon  a  quef- 
tion  of  fuch  vaft  confequence,  and  that  notwithftanding  the 
right  honourable  Secretary,  naoft  unhandfoine'y  in  my  opinion, 
refufed  to  put  off  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  till  the  day  of 
the  call;  though,  by  way  of  apology  for  that  refufal,  an  ho- 
nourable 
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nourable  friend  of  his,  and  a  great  ornament  to  his  profeffion> 
alked,  in  a  maiden  fpeech,  how  it  was  poffible  foi  the  gentlemen 
who  were  to  be  fummoned  to  attend  the  call,  to  make  them- 
felves  matters  of  this  important  bufmefs  whilft  they  were  com- 
ing up  pofl  upon  the  road  ?  I  wifh  always  to  learn  wifdom 
from  the  arguments  of  my  honourable  friend,  as  every  body 
mufr.  who  attends  to  him.  I  will  beg  to  afk  in  return,  what 
profound  knowledge  of  this  bill  are  thofe  gentlemen  likely  to 
enter  the  Houfe  with,  who  have  been  roufed  out  of  their  beds 
at  one,  two,  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  by  the  arrival  of 
minifterial  meflengers,  with  mandates  to  mount  them  up  to 
town  with  the  celerity  of  air  balloons,  in  order  that  they  may 
be  in  time  enough  for  the  divifion  this  evening  ?  What  is  to 
inform  and:  determine  the  judgement  of  thofe  gentlemen  on 
this  arduous  occafion  ?  Why  they  are  to  look  at  the  Treafury 
Bench,  to  caft  their  eyes  round  the  Houfe  to  fee  who  fays  aye 
and  who  fays  no,  who  goes  out  and  who  flays  in ;  and  upon 
thefe  merits  are  to  depend  the  annihilation  of  an  ancient  char- 
ter, the  characters  of  many  refpeclable  individuals,  and  the 
feizure  of  goods  and  property.  In  ihort,  the  fate  of  Cefarand 
of  Rome. 

Sir  Richard  Hill,  Nov.  27,  1783. 

An  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Alderman  Watfon)  has 
faid,  that  his  constituents,  the  citizens  of  London,  have  no 
objection  to  any  tax  for  preventing  fmuggling,  as  thy  are  not 
fmugglers.  I  have  a  great  (atisfaction  at  hearing  this  from  fuch 
good  authority,  as  the  city  of  London  has  formerly  (though 
it  feems  it  has  now  reformed)  laid  under  fuch  an  invidious  im- 
putation. It  has  even  for  a  century  paft  been  fo  much  the 
prevalent  opinion,  as  to  induce  a  comic  writer,  who  thought  it 
expadient  to  introduce  an  dldcrman  on  the  ftage,  to  dub  him 
with  the  appellation  of  dlderman  Smuggler/ 

Jlfr.  Court  tuny,  dug,  IO,  1784. 

The 
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The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Courtenay) 
will  pleafeto  remember,  that  if  one  comic  writer  has  introduced 
Alderman  Suggltr  to  the  ft  age,  another  comic  writer  has  exhi- 
bited a  Copper  Captain  ! 

Mr.  Alderman  FFatfon,  Aug.  10,  1784. 
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THE  HISTORY  of  the  UNION  between  ENGLAND  and 
SCOTLAND;  with  a  collection  of  original  papers  relating  thereto. 
By  the  celebrated  DANIEL  DE  FOE.  With  an  Introduction,  in 
which  the  confequences  and  probability  of  a  like  Union  between  this 
Country  and  Ireland  are  confidered,  by  JOHN-LEWIS  DELOLME, 
author  of  the  'work  on  the  Conftitution  of  England.  To  which  is  pre- 
fixed, a  LIFE  of  the  AUTHOR,  and  a  copious  INDEX. 

The  Union  between  England  and  Scotland  being  an  extremely  in- 
terefting  event,  has  led  the  publifher  to  imagine,  that  a  new  edition  of 
this  work  of  De  Foe$  which  is  grown  very  fcarce,  would  be  acceptable 
to  the  public,  efpecially  at  the  prefent  time,  when  the  fituation  of  affairs 
in  Ireland  induces  many  perfons  to  wifli  that  a  fimilar  Union  between 
Great  Britain  and  that  kingdom  may  take  place,  as  it  may  cauie  fuch  an 
Union,  if  not  to  be  effc&ed,  at  leaft  to  be  propofed,  and  to  become  for 
a  time  the  fubjeft  of  debate  in  both  countries. 

"  I  was,"  fays  De  Foe  himfelf,  in  his  Appeal  to  Honour  and  Juf. 
ties,  p.  50,  "  from  my  firft  entering  into  the  knowledge  of  public  mat- 
ters, and  have  ever  been  to  this  day,  a  fincere  lover  of  the  conftitution 
of  my  country  ;  zealous  for  liberty  and  the  Proteftant  intereft,  but  a 
conftant  follower  of  moderate  principles,  a  vigorous  oppofer  of  hot 
nieafures  in  all  parties :  I  never  once  changed  my  opinion,  my  princi- 
ples, or  my  party ;  and  let  what  will  be  faid  of  changing  fides,  this  I 
maintain,  that  I  never  once  deviated  from  the  Revolution  principles,  nor 
from  the  do&rine  of  Liberty  and  Property,  on  which  it  was  founded." 

N.  B.  A  few  copies  are  printed  on  royal  paper,  price  il.  us.  6d. 
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